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LORD, I NEED GRACE TO MAKE IT


Lesson 9 - “Grace to Make It”


During the times of Hitler’s Germany, there was a man who desperately fought against where he saw their country headed.  He wanted freedom, and he didn’t want to be under the rule of the Third Reich, which he knew would destroy Germany.  They put him in prison, and they tortured him.  They tried to break him.  He stood fast and uncomplaining.  And finally, they released him.  He went home, and a short time later this man, who had stood so firm and so undauntedly, committed suicide.  And people wondered, “Why did he take his life when he had endured so well the torture and the imprisonment.”  Some of his friends knew the reason.  He found out, after he was released, that it was his son who had betrayed him.  He could not handle that, and that was what broke him.  So he committed suicide.


Grace.  Grace to survive.  That is what we are going to talk about, grace that would take you through even the betrayal of your son.  A grace that could take you through the utmost of suffering.  The grace that could take you through the ultimate of weaknesses.  In our last week together in this series, we want to look at grace that will enable you to survive so that you can make it as “more than conquerors in Christ Jesus”.


Go to Romans 8:28-39. (28) “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. (29) “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined [Predestined means to mark out beforehand.] to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren; (30) and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, there He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  (31)  What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?”


How do you know that God is for you?  He goes on to say, (32) “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?”  [God, in His grace, has given you the ultimate of gifts, the Lord Jesus Christ; His only begotten Son.  His Son, with whom He is well pleased.  God has given you Jesus, and in giving you Jesus, one that you do not deserve, one that you could not in any way earn His love.  But God has given you His Son.  In giving you His Son, in grace, He has given you everything and anything that you will ever need in life.  With Him, He has given you the promise that everything in your life will work together for your good and His glory.  If you will believe Him, and let it happen, it will be used to conform you into the image of His Son.  What shall we say to these things then?  If God is for us, who is against us?]  (33) “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?  God is the one who justifies; (34) who is the one who condemns?  Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.”


Will God bring something against you?  Will God condemn you?  No.  The only one who would have a right to condemn you would be God the Father, but also God the Son, who had become the God-man.  He did not come to condemn you.  He came to die for you, so there would be no condemnation.  He has been raised up and seated at the right hand of the throne of God, where He lives to make intercession for you.  This is grace.


(35)  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”  [Now remember that list.]  Will tribulation separate us from the love of Christ?  Will distress separate us from the love of Christ?  Will persecution separate us from the love of Christ?  Will famine separate us from the love of Christ?  Will nakedness separate us from the love of Christ?  Will peril?  Will sword?  No!  These things may come in your life, and this is what He says, (36) “Just as it is written, ‘For thy sake we are being put to death all day long; we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’  (37) But  in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer though Him who loved us.”  How do we overwhelm- ingly conquer?  By appropriating the grace of God which is sufficient for any situation that life will ever bring your way.


(38)  “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, (39) nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Why?  Because the grace of God has appeared to all men.  And because you have appropriated the grace of God.  Because you have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, you will find that His grace is sufficient so that you can survive anything that ever comes your way.


Go to II Cor. 12, but first, let me give you a brief explanation of this book.  II Cor. shows you the anatomy of a man of God.  What does God do in a man’s life to make him like the apostle Paul?  How does that man respond?  What makes up the anatomy of a man of God?  II Cor. is the most personal of all Paul’s epistles, for Paul rips back his cloak and displays the scars, the wounds, the torture marks that he has endured for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  He stand there, with tears in his eyes, and lets us know the pain and humiliation that has come from the tongues of others, from their accusations, from their refusal to believe that God’s hand is on him as apostle of Jesus Christ.  He lets you know the heartbreak that has happened because some that he has brought to Christ have turned away from Him, and refused Him.  II Cor. is quite a book!  He is in the process of defending who he is, and God’s hand upon him.  


In Cor. 11:1-16, “I wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but indeed you are bearing with me.  (2)  For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.  (3)  But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.  (4)  For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.”  Someone comes into your midst, and they bring you a lie, and you bear it beautifully?  (5)  “For I consider myself not in the least inferior to the most eminent apostles.  (6) But even if I am unskilled in speech;”  [Can you imagine Paul being unskilled in speech?  But he was looked down upon by those Corinthians who were caught up in the wisdom of this world.  They said that his speech was awkward or uncouth, not in the sense that it was immoral, but in the sense that he was unskilled.  (6)  “yet, I am not so in knowledge; [Paul says, “I may be unskilled in expressing myself, but I am not in knowledge.”]  (6)  “in fact, in every way we have made this evident to you in all things.  (7)  Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you without charge?”  [”I came to him.  I never took anything from you.  And now you despise me for it?  Those other preachers would come along, and you would give them big gifts.  And now you are despising me for that?”]  (12)  “But what I am going, I will continue to do, that I may cut off opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting.”  [In other words, there were men who were coming in that were trying to take Paul’s position, and kick Paul out, and saying, “Look, we are your apostles.  We are the ones who are going to help you run these churches in Corinth.”  They were trying to usurp him.]  (13)  “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  (14)  And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  (16)  “Again, I say, let no one think me foolish; but if you do, receive me even as foolish, that I also may boast a little.”  


So then, he begins to boast by telling them what he ordinarily would not have told them, but begins to boast by telling them what he has endured for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  In II Cor. 4, he calls this “temporary, light affliction”, compared with the eternal weight of glory that is going to soon be revealed.


Listen to what he says, (22)  Are they Hebrews?  So am I.  Are they Israelites?  So am I.  Are they descendants of Abraham?  So am I.  (23)  Are they servants of Christ?  (I Speak as if insane) I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death.  (24)  Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.”  [Why not more?  Because thirty-nine was the limit.]  (25)  “Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.”  [He means floating around in the water.]  (26)  I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;  (27)  I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. [”Exposure” could be translated as nakedness.  You see the comparison with the list in Romans 8?]  (28)  “Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure upon me of concern for all the churches. (29)  Who is weak without my being weak?  Who is led into sin without my intense concern?  (30)  If I have to boast, I will boast of what pertains to my weakness.  (31)  The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying.”  [Even now you may think I am lying, but God knows that I am not lying.]  (32)  In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the Damascenes in order to seize me, (33)  and I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and so escaped his hands.”


12:1, “Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord.  (2)  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago--whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows--such a man was caught up to the third heaven.  [Now there are three heavens--Here is the planet Earth, and the atmosphere is the first heaven.  The second heaven, the stratosphere, where the sun, moon, and stars are.  But the third heaven is where God lives.  Remember the first the Russians went up in their spaceship, and they were circling all around?  They broadcast back, “We want you to know that there is no God, for we have not seen him?”  They just had not gone far enough!]  (3)  And I know how such a man--whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows-- (40)  was caught up into Paradise, and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.  (5)  On behalf of such a man will I boast; but on my own behalf I will not boast, except in regard to my weaknesses.”


I want to stop here and say that there is a man who, in years past, has gone around telling about his experience of being caught up into the third heaven.  And people literally flocked to hear him, and they began to believe.  “O. K.  There really is a heaven, because this man has been there.”  I think, “What a slap in the face of God!  God has told us in His word.”  I didn’t hear the man, but I read things about the man.  The thing that distressed me was, “If Paul couldn’t tell us, how could this man tell us?”


(6)  “For if I do wish to boast I shall not be foolish, for I shall be speaking the truth; but I refrain from this, so that no one may credit me with more that he sees in me or hears from me;”  [Paul did not want to boast like this, but it had become a necessity, in order for him to get their attention and convince them that he was God’s man for that church for that time, and they needed to listen to him, instead of listening to the false apostles and false prophets that were disguising themselves as angels of light, when they were really emissaries from Satan.  Paul is so cautious that he does not say that this man was himself.  This is so hard on him.  Just before this he said, “I speak as if insane, laying out these things for you.”]  (6)  “but I refrain from this, so that no one may credit me with more than he sees in me or hears from me.”  [In other words, “I don’t want you to look at the experiences that I have had.  Look at who I am.  Look at the message of the gospel that I bring.  Don’t look at my visions.  Don’t look at my dreams.  I don’t want to tell you about this, because I don’t want you to credit me with these things.”  What does he understand?  What do you see?  You see humility.  You see him, awed still after all these years and all this preaching, with the grace of God.  Awe!  


(7)  “And because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me--to keep me from exalting myself!”  [What does Paul know?  What does God understand?  The weakness of our flesh.  Now that thorn was not like a little rosebush thorn.  It was like a spike. With this revelation, came a thorn.  And that thorn came to keep me from exalting myself.  The one thing we know about this thorn was that it was in his flesh, to keep him from exalting himself.  What it was, we do not know.  But we do know one thing about Paul, besides what tradition says about his bodily appearance (which was not much).  From Galatians and other scriptures, we do know that Paul had a problem with his eyes.  He said, “See, this is in my own hand.  See what large letters I use.”  We know from other scriptures that the problem with his eyes was so bad that the people that looked at him and loved him would have taken out their eyes, if possible, and given them to Paul.  Paul does not tell us if that his “thorn in the flesh”, or not.  But it was painful, and it was humbling, whatever it was.  Why?  Because it kept him from exalting himself.  Many times with a deep understanding of the Lord, with an intimate relationship with the Lord, there is a thorn.  And that is to keep you remembering that it is grace, grace, grace.] 


(8)  Concerning this I entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me.  [Paul went to God three times and said, “God, take it from me.”  It wasn’t that he got this thorn, and everything was fine.  I want you to know that this was a thorn that he agonized over.  This is a thorn that he begged God to remove.  This was thorn, in all possibility, that he begged God to heal.  Whatever, God did not do it.]  (9)  “And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.’  [Said is in the perfect tense, meaning that it was a past, completed action with a present and continuing result.  So he is saying, “I am telling you now, and don’t ever ask me again.  This is my answer.  Don’t ever ask me again.  It is over and done with.  The issue is closed.  The matter is settled.  I am not removing it, but My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.”]  (9)  “My grace is sufficient for you...”  [Why?] for power...  [What relationship do you see with power to the previous statement?  If My grace is sufficient for power is perfected in weakness.  What is His power?  His grace is His power.  Grace is always active.  It is not just a theological term.  It is always active, and grace is power.  His grace is His power.  His grace is perfected in weaknesses.]  


Lord, I need grace to survive.  I need grace to make it.  So God says, “O. K.  You’ve got it!  It is sufficient, and when you are really going to know my grace is when you are the weakest!  When you are the weakest is the time that you will see grace at its greatest.”  Why?  Because when you are brought totally low, and you are totally impotent, and there is no place else to look, you can only look one place, and that is up--to the grace of God.  (9)  “Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.”  [He is saying, “Here, you have driven me to boasting.”  What does he boast about?   He boasts about his trials.  He boasts about the times that he has been in danger, times he has been beaten.  He drags out his one experience of being caught up into heaven, yet he does not go into detail, because the reason he dragged that out was to show the grace of God.  To take care of the thorn that came with his vision and his experience.


In II Cor. 12:9,  “Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.”  [What would be the power of Christ dwelling in him?  It would be grace.  Everything that Jesus is and has made available to you and to me.  (10)  “Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.”  [Why is he strong when he is weak?  Because His grace is perfected in weakness.  Because when you are at the end of your rope, when you are at the end of your energy, when you are the end of your resources, when you at the end of your own power, your own wisdom, your own strength, your own might, then you know the grace of God.  Then you appropriate that grace of God.  Then you find His grace sufficient.]


I got a letter from a gal that came as a result of the radio ministry.  The husband had walked away, and she was left with three boys.  She says, “The problem is my children.  They are not bad children, just three boys, and I mean, boys.  They are under ten.  The problem has become, over the last couple of years, progressively worse.  I am not able to see after them.  It is becoming more and more difficult physically on me, and is effecting me mentally.”  She is crippled from this disease that she had.  “I find myself losing my patience, and becoming angry, and saying things that I shouldn’t say.  I have prayed for help.  I have cried and prayed for forgiveness.  I have tried everything.  Don’t misunderstand.  I love my children, but for some reason, I just cannot cope with raising them.  At times I feel my heart hurt as though I am going to have a stroke.  My mother has offered to keep my sons.  Kay, I feel ashamed.  I am trying hard to assume the responsibility.  I know that they would be a burden to my mother.  She constantly complains of having too many responsibilities already.  But, Kay, is God, in His own way, asking me to give up my children in order to serve Him?  I would much rather give them up that to hurt one of these precious children.  I have concluded that I must have the faith that Abraham had, the courage of Noah, and the love and devotion of Christ.  I must let go of my children.  I must serve God according to His will, without doubt, without fear, without looking back.  Many will think that I gave up my children for my own selfish reasons, but I also will have to give up all material things as well.  Please pray for me, that I will have the strength to walk away from the world, and to let no one, not even my children, come between myself and the God I love.  It will be such a relief to do His will.  I have struggled and fought God’s will for a long time, and now I am ready.  A dear woman told me once, “You will never be happy, until you let God have His way.”  Kay, I want to do His will completely, not just halfway or part-time.  Do I sound crazy?  Sometimes I feel that way.  You know, Kay, God is so real to me.  I knew that when I stopped looking at Him as big, tough, unreachable God, and saw Him as my only loving and understanding Father.  I pray for the saving of many lives.  I pray for the coming of Christ.  But until then, I pray for God’s will in my life.  Many I know are hurting, but if we count our suffering as joy, and let go of our needs, and let God have His way, we free ourselves of the world.  I love you.  Your friend always,          .   P.S.  There is a great saying, “Ask not what your God can do for you.  But rather, ask what you can do for your God.  To God be all the glory forever.  Amen.”


Is that saying, “Ask not what God can do for you?  No.  It is a quote from John F. Kennedy, who said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.”  Interesting letter, isn’t it?  It is sad.  I wrote her back, and I said, “Honey, you are off track.  God does not want you walking away from your children, and giving them up, to serve Him.  Because things are tough, because things are rough.”  I explained to her, first, that her quote was not a proper quote.  Second, that this went against the character of God.  Third, that God’s grace was sufficient.  And that if she couldn’t make it with three sons under the age of ten, she can’t make it out there.  So many times what we want to do is to run away from our trials.  And many times we use God as an excuse.  “I am going to run away from this situation, because it is hard, and it is keeping me from serving God.”  When really, what God wants you to see, is that in the midst of that trial, in the midst of that situation, that you are not to run--you are to persevere, for that trial has been permitted by God, and is for the testing of your faith, in order to make you more like Jesus Christ.


Go to James 1:2.  “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, [ all sorts of varied trials, variegated trials.]  (3)  “knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  [Endurance is steadfastness.  Paul asked God to remover the cause of his trial, the thorn in his flesh, and what did God say to him?  God said, “No.”  But what else did God say to him?  “My grace is sufficient.  My power (my grace) will be perfected in your weaknesses.”  And so, Paul then gloried in his weaknesses and distresses, in his necessities and all of those things, for Christ’s sake, for he knew that when he was weak, then he was strong.  Why?  Because the power of Jesus Christ was on him.  All of those were trials, and the word of God knits together with one message.  The word “testing” means to put to the test for the sake of approving, not disproving, but for the sake of showing it to be genuine.  The Greek word is dokimion.  (4)  “And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”  Drop down to v. 12.  “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; [That word is hupomeno, the same word as endures, or if you have the KJV, it is the same word as patience.]  “for one he has been approved (dokimos. Once he has been put to the test and found read and genuine and approved)  “he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”


He is saying that, in a trial, you and I are to count it all joy.  That trial is not going to destroy you.  That trial is going to make you more like Jesus.  It is a test of your faith.  It proves that your faith is real, and you can make it.  Why?  Because we know that His grace is absolutely, totally, completely sufficient for anything that comes your way;  for any distress, for any persecution, for anything that comes your way.  


I got concerned, for this gal was very much on my heart.  I prayed for her, and I thought, “Oh, Father, she can’t leave those children, or destroy those children.  She can’t do that!”  I just agonized.  And then finally I got a letter back.  She said, “When your letter came I was so angry at you I couldn’t see straight.”  But then she calmed down, and God showed her that His grace was sufficient.  And that at home, taking care of those three children, was the place of her appointment.  She said in her letter that she has determined, before God, to be the very best mother that she can be, and to raise those children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  


I don’t know what kind of a trial you are in.  I don’t know if you wonder if you can survive or not.  But I will tell you that whatever the trial, there is grace abounding, and more than sufficient to cover that trial.  


This past year, a man climbed in a bathroom window, and went up the stairs, and a twenty year old girl was sitting on the bed with her Bible open, polishing her fingernails.  This man came up the stairs, and I can’t go into the details, for the trial has not happened.  But he raped her and beat her with a board, slugging her in the head.  When her roommate came home and found her, she was barely alive, but brain dead.  It was an absolute rape, absolutely brutal murder.  This girl had an outstanding reputation as a Christian.  She was really an example among the believers.  She was pure; she was a virgin.  She had messed up home life as far as the father was concerned, but her mother used to come out here for Bible study.  The mother was living in another city.  I have talked to that mother over the phone, and she is writing me something (but it didn’t get here in time) for me to share with others about the sufficiency of God’s grace.  That woman is about to come back and see a video tape of the man that they finally caught, as an answer to prayer, as he describes what he did that night to her daughter.  I think, “Oh, Father, how much can she take?”  And God has shown me, “As much as I allow her to be exposed to.”  The woman has said to me, “I have been overwhelmed with the grace and the peace of God.   What you wrote to me has brought me so much encouragement, because when I start to think about what he did to Karen, I remember what you wrote, not to look at the circumstances, but to look at where Karen is and what she is enjoying right now.” 


Sometimes we think that Christianity exempts us from suffering.  Sometimes we think that Christianity is going to put us in a family where we will never be hurt, never be mistreated, and always be appreciated.  And that is not true!  Sometimes we think that Christianity means total and complete and absolute happiness.  But you see, happiness depends on happenstance, or circumstances.  And God does not promise us happiness, but He promises us peace.  And He promises us His grace that is sufficient, and He promises us that He will not give us anything that we cannot bear.


Turn to I Cor. 10:5-13.  In this tenth chapter you see the Jews coming out of the land of Egypt.  You see them knowing the great deliverance of God, as He brought them out under the cloud, as He parted the Red Sea, as He provided the manna, as He provided the water from the rock which followed them.  He told them, in v. 4, that rock that they drank from was Christ.  (5)  “Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness.  (6)  Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved.  (7)  And do not be idolaters as some of them were; ... (8)  Nor let us act immorally... (9)  Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did... (10) Nor grumble, as some of them did...(11)  Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.  (12)  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.  (13)  No temptation [ “Temptation” can be translated as temptation, or trial, or testing.] has overtaken you but such as is common to man;”   [It is not unique.  Somebody else has suffered this way.  You are not alone.]  and God is faithful, [He is God.  He is sovereign.  He rules over all things.]   who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.”  [How can He make that promise?  Because he has poured out the grace of God upon you, and that grace is sufficient for anything and everything that has ever come your way.  Even this!  Even this awful tragedy.  It is sufficient for all of that, anything that will ever come your way.  His grace is sufficient.  


And He will make the way of escape.  You do not make your own way of escape.  This woman with the three children wanted her way of escape.  It was not God’s way of escape.  Some people are walking out of marriages, and saying, “But it is the only way that God is letting me live through this.”  No, it not the only way.  Because it goes against the word of God, in most cases.  He will make a way of escape that you may be able to bear it.  What was Paul’s way of escape from his thorn in the flesh?  It was simply grace.  It was nothing more.  The thorn stayed.  I don’t know what God’s way of escape will be, but I know this, that it will never be more than you can bear.


I have another letter.  “Dear Kay,  I don’t know if you will remember me.  Anyway, I am enclosing a tape I did, of Pro-life, Pro-family songs.  I heard some of your radio programs this week on abortion, and felt prompted to send it.  I know that you are swamped, but there is one song that I thought you would particularly like to hear,  I have cued it for you, Side 2, “Heart of a Woman.”  It is only about 4 minutes long.  It is written from personal experience--mine.  When I was 18, and a Christian, I had an abortion.  It was a major skeleton in the closet until 2 ½ years ago.  I was singing at the Right to Life Conference in Jackson.  I wouldn’t have been caught dead in a place like that, but they had asked me to be the featured singer.  God knows how to get you where you need to be!  During the course of the weekend God dealt with me.  I was a closet Pro-choicer, because that was the only way to justify my sin.  But He taught me the meaning of repentance (changed mind).  For the first time in my mind, I said to God, “All right.  If I had to do it again, I would choose life.”  That is so hard to say, for it looked like certain death.  How could I live with myself if I acknowledged myself a murderer.  But, glory to God, at the moment I repented, God washed a spirit of healing and forgiveness over me that was almost physical.  I never knew that was available.  Twelve years of guilt and confusion burned away in a flash!  The next year God brought me to the place where I could publicly give my testimony.  That meant, first of all, telling my mom, sisters, and in-laws.  Then we did this tape.  Listen to it if you can, and then do with it what you want.  You will probably know someone it will minister to.  I love Precept, and I love you.  Sue  (In His hand.)”


What has she found?  Grace to survive a sin that she had buried and refused to acknowledge.  There is grace for every single situation in your life, precious one.  This gal was an incest victim.  She buried that, she hid that, she never dealt with it.  And then she said, “God has truly shown me that I must trust Him in every situation in life, and completely depend upon Him to fill those needs that I have at the core of my being.  I did that last week, and I fell into the arms of God.  I once again saw the power of Christ.  What does grace allow you to do?  It allows you to just go limp, right into the arms of God, saying, “God, there is no way except you.”  And when you jump, and when you fall, there is grace to survive.  There is power that is perfected in weakness.


Go to Hebrews 10:19-23.  If you ever study the book of Hebrews, one of the things that you will see is that Hebrews was written to a group of people that were undergoing great persecution.  Their faith was being tested.  They were Jews who had come to know Jesus.  They lost their traditional Judaism.  They were in a Roman empire that hated Christians.  They were rejected by Jews that had not believed in Jesus.  They were in a no man’s kind of land, and it was rough.  After he reminds them of this new covenant, this covenant of grace, he says, in Hebrews 10:19, “Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place, [that is the throne of God] by the blood of Jesus Christ, (20)  by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,  (21)  and since we have a great priest over the house of God, (22)  let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  (23)  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.”  What does He promise?  His grace is sufficient.  That neither life, nor death, nor principalities, nor present, nor things to come, not angels, nor anything, is able to separate you from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus.  In all these things, you are overwhelmingly a conqueror.


In Hebrews 10:35, he talks about their trials, and then he says, “Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.”  As you leave here, precious one, and you come into the trials and conflicts, and you wonder how you are going to survive,  don’t throw away what you have learned.  Don’t throw away what God has convinced you of--that there is grace to make it.  There is grace to survive.  


Hebrews 12 is the chastening chapter in which God disciplines people, and then in vv. 14-28, he says, “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. (15)  See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God;  that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;  (16)  that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal.  [Now let me tell you, because you have been born into the family of God, the birthright you have as a child of God, is the grace of God.  It is grace that is sufficient.  So when the trial, when the testing comes, don’t throw away the grace of God.  Don’t despise your birthright.  Don’t come short of the grace of God.  There it is, it is before you.  You stand in it.  Appropriate that grace of God.  (18)  For you have not come to a mountain that my be touched and to a blazing fire, and to dearness and gloom and whirlwind,  (19)  and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word should be spoken to them.  (20)  For they could not bear the command, ‘If even a beast touches the mountain, it will be stoned.’  (21)  And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, ‘I am full of fear and trembling.’  [What is He saying?  “You haven’t come to Mount Sinai?  You have not come to the law, for there is judgment for every transgression, where you fear and tremble, where God cannot be approached.  (22)  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels,  (23)  to the general assembly and church of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of righteous men made perfect,  (24)  and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.  (25)  See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking.”   (28)  Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;”  


What is that acceptable service, my precious one?  It is service that is done in the grace of God.  God, I need grace to make it.  “My child, you have it!”  Faith is the key that unlocks the door to the vault of all the treasures and all the resources that are yours in Christ Jesus, because the grace of God has appeared to all men, and we beheld His glory, as of the only begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.  And we all received His grace,  grace upon grace.  Grace to you, precious one, grace that is sufficient.  Grace that enables you to make it.  Grace that makes you, not just a survivor, but more than a conqueror.  Grace to you.


Let us pray.  Father, we thank You.  We thank you for Your grace, that it has appeared to all men.  We thank you, Father, for revealing it to us, for opening the eyes of our understanding.  Amen.






