LORD, I WANT TO KNOW YOU – LECTURE 16
“Jehovah-shammah, The Lord Is There”
Kay Arthur, Teacher


I don’t know how much you know about worshipping God, but we have a very special lesson planned for you in this last session, as we look at the name Jehovah-shammah, the God who is there.  Worshipping God takes you into the very throne room of God.  It takes you into the very presence of God.  It takes your eyes off of earth, and puts them upon heaven.  It causes you to set your affection on things above, and not things on the earth, because that is where your God is, and that is where you are going to dwell someday—forever and ever with your Jehovah-shammah.


Things were very dark for the nation of Israel.  Ezekiel had been taken captive (as you studied) in the second siege of Jerusalem.  He had been taken into Babylon, and there in Babylon God gave him vision after vision.  He showed him, in the opening of Ezekiel, the vision of these cherubim, and how they would move.  As you go through the book of Ezekiel you see these cherubim and the glory of God above them in the temple.  You see them moving from one part of the temple to another part of the temple, and eventually out of the temple.  And then you watch as Ezekiel watches those cherubim and those like wheels whirling away and leaving the city of Jerusalem.


It was like the days of Samuel and Eli, the priest, when the glory of the Lord departed.  When the Philistines captured the ark, and the ark was the place where God dwelt, and it departed.  In Ezekiel, you see the glory of the Lord departing, and yet that book ends with a wonderful promise, a description of Zion when Christ will return.  Ezekiel ends with one verse of Scripture that I want to read to you.  It is in Ezekiel 48:35.  It is in the midst of all this sorrow at the departure of the Lord that God gives a promise, and in giving us this promise gives us another of His names.  (35) “The city shall be 18,000 cubits round about; and the name of the city from that day shall be, ‘The Lord is there (Jehovah-shammah).’” 

What has God wanted from the very time that He created man?  I believe that He created man, like He created all things, for His glory and for His pleasure.  And I believe that God’s pleasure is to have fellowship with others apart from Himself.  I believe that is why He made man out of the dust of the earth.  I believe that is why He breathed into man His own breath.  I believe that is why He formed man in His own image, so that God could have fellowship with man.  But you know that man chose to walk away from God, to separate himself from God through sin, and yet, being separated from God because of sin, there has always still been a God-shaped vacuum, as Augustine put it, inside every man that can only be filled by God, so that in man’s life there is always a void, there is always a void.  No matter what he attains, no matter who he knows, no matter what relationships he develops, nothing will satisfy man apart from God.  Man longs to be with God; man longs to have fellowship with God, communion with God.  That is why this name, Jehovah-shammah, means so much—the Lord is there.

I want to take you back to Exodus, and I want to show you how God began to dwell with men.  First let me take you to Psalm 12:13.  “For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His habitation. (14) This is My resting place forever; here I dwell, for I have desired it.” [I believe that Zion He is talking about is an earthly Zion, the city of Jerusalem.  That is where God has chosen.  Let us go up here and draw the Sea of Galilee, we come down with the Jordan River, and drop down into the Dead Sea.  Just to the north of your diagram, and to the left of that is the city of Jerusalem, the city of David.  This is the city that Ezekiel 48 is talking about.  This is the city that is going to be rebuilt, and when it is rebuilt, the name of it will be Jehovah-shammah, the Lord is there.  This is the city that Jesus Christ is going to return to some day, and from where He is going to set up His kingdom, and He will rule as King of Kings and Lord of Lords and very God of very God.  He will dwell with His people.  God wants to have fellowship with His people.  We need to dwell with God.  We need to know Jehovah-shammah, the Lord that is there.  

If you will go back to Exodus, we will see that way back here in the land of Egypt God allowed His people to go into captivity, and then He delivered them.  He brought them out of the land of Egypt, and when He brought them out, He brought them out under Moses.  When He brought them out, God was going to be with His people.  Go to Exodus 33:7and I want to show you how God met with His people, how He was Jehovah-shammah to them, how He had a tent of meeting with them.  (7) “Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, a good distance from the camp, and he called it the tent of meeting.  And it came about, that everyone who sought the Lord…” [Everyone who wanted to know the will of God, everyone who wanted to have communion with God, everyone who wanted to have fellowship with God.] “would go to the tent of meeting.  And it came about, that everyone who sought the Lord would go out to the tent of meeting which was outside the camp. (8) And it came about, whenever Moses went out to the tent, that all the people would arise and stand, each at the entrance of his tent, and gaze after Moses until he entered the tent. (9) And it came about, whenever Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent; and the Lord would speak with Moses.”


When God delivered the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt, He delivered them by a mighty hand.  He delivered them through Moses.  He brought them out, and led them by a pillar of cloud during the day and a pillar of fire during the night.  That pillar of cloud was called the Shekinah glory, and was a symbol of Jehovah-shammah, the Lord being there, the Lord’s presence in their midst.  As they moved out, Moses had a tent of meeting.  Moses would go down to the tent, and when he went down to the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and meet with Moses.   


(10) “When all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of then tent, all the people would arise and worship, each at the entrance of his tent. (11) Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend.” [Isn’t that awesome?  Can you imagine speaking to God face to face?  Can you imagine having that fellowship with God?  Wouldn’t that be awesome?  And yet, you have more than Moses had.  Moses had God out front; Moses had God in a pillar of cloud.  Moses had God in a pillar of fire.  Do you know what?  You have God within—God within.  In Moses’ day Jehovah-shammah there was at the tent of meeting.  In our day, Jehovah-shammah is here in His temple—my body, which is the tent of meeting.  You and I have so much, because we are the temple.  1 Corinthians 6:19-20, “We are the temple of the living God.”  Jehovah-shammah is in me.  Jehovah-shammah is in you.  Jehovah-shammah is there.  You say, “But I can see Him; I can’t hold Him.  I wish, almost, that He were not within, but that He was without, so at least I could see Him with my eyes.”  I understand, and some day He will be without, as well as within, by His Spirit.  And someday, you and I will see Him face to face, and we will talk to Him, and we will embrace Him.  He will hold us, and we will love Him, and we will know, in all His fullness, the term Jehovah-shammah, the Lord who is there.


(12) “Then Moses said to the Lord, ‘See, Thou does say to me, “Bring up this people!” But Thou Thyself hast not let me know whom Thou wilt send with me.  Moreover, Thou hast said, “I have known you by name, and you have also found favor in My sight.’” [What was God telling Moses to do?  They had a tent of meeting right here, but God was telling Moses, “I want you to take the children of Israel into the land of Canaan.”  And he says, “Okay, You are telling me to go, but You are not telling me who You are send with me.  How am I going to get these people up?  In obedience I went in and got them out, because You are I Am, and that is Your memorial name.  You were with me, and I did not have to fear, but I want to know who is going to take me now that we have come out of Egypt.  Who is going to take us into the land of Canaan?”]

(13) “‘Now therefore, I pray Thee, if I have found favor in Thy sight,’” [God, you say you know me by name.  If I have found favor in Thy sight…] “‘let me know Thy ways, that I may know Thee,’” 

The other day I was sitting on my porch, and I was crying out to God.  I was having my quiet time.  I was crying out to God, “Lord, I want to know You more.  I want to know You more.”  I can’t explain what was happening, but it was like inside of me there was a sobbing inside.  I don’t know if you have ever felt it.  I knew that the reason that was going on inside of me was because of the Spirit inside of me, making intercession for me with groanings which were too deep to be uttered.  Jehovah-shammah was in me by His Spirit; Jehovah-shammah on His throne, in person, and inside that longing, “Lord, I want to know You.”  This was the longing of Moses.  We are built for fellowship with God; we are built for communion with God.  Nothing else, no one else is going to satisfy except Jehovah-shammah, the one who is there.

He says, “O Lord, if I have found favor in Thy sight, let me know Thy ways that I may know Thee, so that I might know Thee.”  Moses, seeing Him face to face, still longed to know Him.  “So that I may find favor in Thy sight.”  Lord, all I want to do is be pleasing to You.  Lord, all I want to do is to find favor in Your sight.  Lord, that is the very cry of the depths of my being.  With my very last breath, my one desire is to know You in all of Your depth.  I want to know You.  (14) “And He said, ‘My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.’ (15) Then he (Moses) said to Him (God), ‘If Thy presence does not go with us, do not lead us up from here.’” [God, I don’t want to go if You are not going to be there.]  

Well, this was the tent of meeting, and it was a movable tent.  At the same time they were told to make a more permanent structure than this little tent of meeting.  They were told to make a tabernacle.  So Moses built a tabernacle.  The tabernacle was built after the pattern of things in heaven.  He built that tabernacle as a layout of what it is like in the presence of God’s throne.  

Now go to Exodus 40:26.  “Then he placed the gold altar in the tent of meeting in front of the veil;” [The tent of meeting was the tabernacle.  Inside the tabernacle you found the altar of brass, then you found the laver, then you found the inner tent, divided into two parts with a veil.  In front of the veil was the altar of incense.  The altar of incense is a picture of intercession, a picture of communion with God.  This was where God (Revelation tells us) is storing up all your prayers in heaven.  Remember, this is after a pattern of heaven.  Then there is the veil, and inside the veil is the Ark of the Covenant with the cherubim on each side.  Over the Ark of the Covenant (this is when they built the tabernacle) God came down in His Shekinah glory, and He moved over the Ark of the Covenant.]

(34) “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. (35) And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” [When you and I come to worship the Lord, when we want to experience Him as Jehovah-shammah, the Lord who is there, we enter into His courts with praise, and into His gates with thanksgiving. We come into His presence through communion with Him.  As we come into communion with Him, then the glory of the Lord fills, so to speak, our temple, and it fills our communion with Him.]


(36) “And throughout all their journeys whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the sons of Israel would set out; (37) but if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out until the day when it was taken up. (38) For throughout all their journeys, the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel.” [They could look up and see the presence of the Lord there, and they would know that His name was Jehovah-shammah, the Lord who is there.]


After they get settled in the land of Canaan, they have in the city of David, the city of Jerusalem, Solomon is going to build a temple, a permanent structure that will replace the tabernacle, and then the glory of the Lord will fill that.  So Solomon builds the temple, and when they consecrate the temple, then the glory of the Lord comes down and fills that earthly temple.  That presence of the Lord stays there until the time of Ezekiel, until about 586 B.C.  A little before 586 B.C., Ezekiel sees the glory of the Lord leaving the temple, leaving the tabernacle.


Go To Ezekiel 8:3, where we find a sequence of events.  (3) “And He stretched out the form of a hand and caught me by a lock of my head;” [In other words, He just grabbed him by the hair of his head!] “and the Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and brought me in the vision of God to Jerusalem, to the entrance of the north gate of the inner court, where the seat of the idol of jealousy, which provokes to jealousy, was located.” [One of the things that you learned, one of the other names of God that we did not go into, is Quanah, the Lord is jealous.  That is His name; He is a jealous God.] (4) “And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, like the appearance which I saw in the plain. (5) Then He said to me, ‘Son of man, raise your eyes, now, toward the north.’  So I raised my eyes toward the north, and behold, to the north of the altar gate was this idol of jealousy at the entrance.’” [In other words, at the entrances where they would go into the physical tabernacle, as they went into the holy of holies, outside that gate, men had put up an idolatrous idol.  They had set up a figure there that they were worshiping instead of worshiping God.  God is a jealous God, and He said, “You are to have no other gods before Me.  You are not to make to yourself any graven image of any likeness in heaven above, in the earth beneath, or under the earth.”  

You are not to worship them nor bow down to them, and yet, what had they done?  They had desecrated His temple.  You say, “How terrible!  How foolish!  How sinful!”  That is right.  I want to ask you:  What idols have you erected in His physical temple, your body?  What do you turn from, in pure worship, to worship something else?  What is your heart divided between?  You can’t serve two masters.  You can’t serve God and riches, and the things of this world.  What is capturing your love and your devotion and decimating or desecrating it?  What is going on in His temple?  Is everything (as the Old Testament says) in this temple to say, “Glory!”?  Is everything saying, “Glory,” or you just as bad as the children of Israel are (or the children of Judah, at this point)?  

(6) “And He said to me, ‘Son of man, do you see what they are doing, the great abominations which the house of Israel are committing here, that I should be far from My sanctuary?  But yet you will see still greater abominations.” (17) “And He said to me, ‘Do you see this, son of man?  Is it too light a thing for the house of Judah to commit the abominations which they have committed here, that they have filled the land with violence and provoked Me repeatedly?  For behold they are putting the twig to their nose. (18) Therefore, I indeed shall deal in wrath.  My eye will have no pity not shall I spare; and though they cry in My ears with a loud voice, yet I shall not listen to them.’”

Go to Chapter 10:3.  “Now the cherubim were standing on the right side of the temple when the man entered, and the cloud filled the inner court. (4) They the glory of the Lord went up from the cherub to the threshold of the temple, and the temple was filled with the cloud, and the court was filled with the brightness of the glory of the Lord.” (5) Moreover, the sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard as far as the outer court, like the voice of God Almighty when He speaks.”


Go to Chapter 11:22.  “Then the cherubim lifted up their wings with the wheels beside them, and the glory of the God of Israel hovered over them. (23) Then the glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the city, and stood over the mountain which is east of the city.” [You see the glory of the Lord moving out of the tabernacle, moving over to the gate, and then departing from the city of Jerusalem, because of the iniquity of the people.  And then you see the glory of the Lord going over the mountain.  God had departed.  And they were devastated.  Ezekiel lays down then for us a wonderful promise, and that is that someday the glory of the Lord will come back, and this city will be names Jehovah-shammah, the Lord is there.]

The glory of the Lord did come back.  Go to John 1:14.  “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. {When it says, “And the Word became flesh,” in the Greek it is, “and the Word tabernacled among us.”  God sent His Son, and glory of the Lord came back to Zion.]


Go to Luke 2:25.  Jesus is born; the Word has become flesh; the glory of the Lord is back; Jehovah-shammah is there. (25) “And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. (26) And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. (27) And he came in the Spirit into the temple (the temple that had been rebuilt under Herod); and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, (28) then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, (29) ‘Now Lord, Thou dost let Thy bond-servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; (30 for my eyes have seen Thy salvation, (31) which Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, (32) A light of revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel.’” [The glory of the Lord had come back; He was there in person—God in person, Jehovah-shammah in Jerusalem.  And they did not recognize Him.  They took Him out, and they rejected Him.  They tried to put Him to death, and they refused to believe who He was.]


Go to Matthew 23:36.  He stands, and He looks at the city of Jerusalem, and He weeps for them.  He says, (36) “Truly I say to you, all these things shall come upon this generation. (37) O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!  How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. (38) Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!” [He came in, He came back, and Jehovah-shammah was there.  What did they do?  They refused Him.  He said, “How often I would have gathered you as a hen gathers her chicks, but you would not come to Me.  Behold, your house has been left desolate!  And Jesus turned around, and from that time on, He walked out of that temple.  The glory of the Lord had departed.  They took the glory of the Lord, and they nailed Him to a cross—Jehovah-shammah, the Lord who was there, they nailed Him to a cross.  
And He left, but when He left, He made a promise.  “Let not your heart be troubled.  You believe in God; believe also in Me.  In My Father’s house are many mansions.  I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go, I will come again.  I will not leave you comfortless.”  I am going—the Spirit is coming.  He shall be in you.”  So God has a new temple.  It is a temple of your body and my body, and Jehovah-shammah is there.  
And yet, Israel doesn’t know it, and Israel doesn’t recognize it. 

 Go to Zechariah 14:1.  He is coming back to the city.  He is in you; He is in me right now.  Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost, but there is a time when He will be here in Jerusalem, in the city of David.  (1) “Behold, a day is coming for the Lord when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you. (2) For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished, and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city. (3) Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle. (4) And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in the middle from east to west…”  (5) “And you will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah.  Then the Lord, my God, will come (Jehovah-shammah), and all the holy ones with Him! (6) And it will come about in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle. (7) For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light. (8) And it will come about in that day that living waters will flow out of Jerusalem…”  (9) “And Lord will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lord will the only one, and His name the only one.”  (11) “And the people will live in it, and there will be no more curse, for Jerusalem will dwell in security.” 


Do you know why Jerusalem will dwell in security?  Because of Jehovah-shammah, the Lord will be there.  He is here now inside of you, and He is coming again very, very soon.  And between now—His dwelling within you, and His coming again, precious one, I want to ask you a question:  How well do you know Him?  What is the cry of your heart?  Is the cry of your heart, “Lord, I want to know You more—more and more and more, so that finally, when You do come, finally when we are face to face, there will be no difference at all, because I will have known You so intimately now, my Jehovah-shammah.”  

We have had wonderful weeks of study on the names of God, and I pray that it will just whet your appetite, so that more and more you will hunger and thirst for righteousness, so more and more you will come to know your God.


I want to play for you, in the last few minutes that we have, a tape that I have heard.  It is called, We Are Called, an Experience in Worship by Steve Fry (?).  I want to share a song called, “I Want to Know You More.”  Some of the words are a little hard to understand until you play the tape over and over, but it talks about being caught in the mire of self, and having your mind bought by the world’s wealth, keeping you from knowing God.  It says, “Just when this happens, then there comes this cry, ‘Lord, I want to know You more.”  Let’s just listen to the music, and as we listen to it, just worship the Lord in this temple which is the Lord’s.

(Prayer)  Dear Lord, You know that I love You more than anything else in all the world, and how often I want to lift my voice to sing praise to You.  But so many times, the busy-ness of my life makes You seem so far away.  Deep within me I feel the gentle nudge of Your love, and that is when I know that all that really matters is knowing You.  


(Music)  Just the time I feel that I have been caught in the mire of self, just the time I feel my mind has been bought by worldly wealth.  That is when the breeze begins to blow, I know the Spirit’s call, and all my worldly wandering just melts into His love.  


Lord, I want to know You more.  Deep within my soul I want to know You, O I want to know You.  To feel Your heart and know Your mind, looking in Your eyes stirs up within Me, cries that say I want to know You.  O I want to know You more.   O I want to know You more.


(I couldn’t understand the second verse.)

Lord, I want to know You more.  Deep within my soul I want to know You.  O I want to know You.  And I would give my final breath to know You in Your death and resurrection, O I want to know You more.  O I want to know You more, O I want to know You more.
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