LORD, I WANT TO KNOW YOU – LESSON 8
“Jehovah- jireh - The Lord Will Provide”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


As we look at His wonderful name – Jehovah-jireh- I want to read a verse out of Isaiah 50:10.  “Who is among you that fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of His servant (a reference to Jesus Christ), that walks in darkness and has no light?  Let him trust in the name of the Lord and rely on His God.”  Sometimes every thing around us seems dark, and we don’t know where to go, and we don’t know what to do, or we don’t know how to handle the darkness.  What do you do then, when you are walking in darkness, and you don’t have any seeming light?  Well, you do this—you trust in the name of the Lord, and you rely on your God.  His name is Jehovah-jireh, the Lord who provides.  That is what we want to look at today.

I want to take you back and do a little bit of reviewing.  Remember, in our last session, we saw His name as Jehovah, and Jehovah comes from havah.  That word means “to exist, to be, or to become.”  When we look at the word Jehovah, we know that this is His name as the self-existent One.  This is the personal name for God, and it is the most holy name that there is.  It is so holy that the Jews would not even pronounce it.  If you would take it from the Hebrew, and you would translate it, you would translate it from a Tetragrammaton, which is YHWH.  Those were the four letters.  The way they translated it in the New American Standard was “Lord.”  (You will find that described to you in the Introduction of your New American Standard.)  Sometimes, however, you will be reading through the word of God, and you will see Lord God, and then you will see an asterisk or something that will point you to the margin.  They will explain that sometimes, when you read through the Scriptures, you will see Adonai Jehovah or Adonai YHWH.  They translated “Lord” there as Adonai, and then they put “God” for Jehovah.  But you will always see that reference in your New American Standard.


In Genesis 2:4, we have the first use of His name as Jehovah.  “This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord (YHWH) God made earth and heaven.”[Now drop down to v. 7, because I want you to see that when you see Him as Jehovah (and when it says Lord God there, you know it is YHWHI or Jehovah, and then “God,” there it is Elohim.] (4) “When Jehovah Elohim made the heaven and the earth.”  Come down to v. 7.  “Then the Lord (Jehovah) God (Elohim) formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”  I want you to see that God forms.  He forms man out of the dust of the earth.  He makes him, when God, the Lord God, the self-existent One, breathed into man the breath of life.  In other words, Jehovah is the great I Am (as we saw in Exodus 3), His memorial name to all generations.  He is I am that I am, everything and anything that you and I will ever need.  He is the self-existent One.  Everything comes into being through Him, and therefore, man came into being, not just through Elohim who created him, but through Jehovah who breathed into him the very breath of life, so that man became a living soul.  This is important, and you are going to see this as we go into Jehovah-jireh.

Go to Exodus 6, and I want to show you that although He was from Genesis 2, all the way through the book the Genesis, which means chronologically through history, although He used His name Jehovah, still men did not really comprehend, or know Him, by that name until Exodus 3 and Exodus 6, when God reveals Himself to Moses, and Moses says, “God, who shall I say sent me to deliver the children of Israel out of Egypt?”  He said, “I am that I am.”  This is Jehovah; this is the self-existent One.  This is the One that is to be, or the One that exists—I am that I am.  “This is My memorial name to all generations.”


Exodus 6:1, “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for under compulsion he shall let them go, and under compulsion he shall drive them out of his land.’ (2) God spoke further to Moses and said to him, ‘I am the Lord.’” [“Lord” is in all capitals there, so He is saying, “I am Jehovah; I am YHWH.”] (3) “and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty,” [God Almighty there is El Shaddai- the powerful One, the all-sufficient One, the One who is there, whose arms are open wide, who will draw you to His breast, and who is your all-sufficient One.] “I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty, but by My name, Lord (YHWH, Jehovah), I did not make Myself known to them.” [In other words, I used My name, but I really didn’t reveal Myself to them as Jehovah.] (4) “And I also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned. (5) And furthermore I have heard the groaning of the sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding them in bondage; and I have remembered My covenant.” [“I, Jehovah, the self-existent One, from which every- thing comes and everything flows, and everything has its being, I have remembered My covenant.”  So you can put down that when you see the word Jehovah, when you see the word YHWH, you can know that this is the name that goes with covenant.  He is a covenant-keeping God.] 


(6) “Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage.  I will also redeem you with out- stretched arm and with great judgments.’” [He is saying, “I am the Lord.  I am Jehovah.  I will remember My covenant; I will fulfill My covenant.”] (7) “‘Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the Lord (Jehovah) your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.’” [He stands as Jehovah, and you want to remember Him as the self-existent One, and as the covenant-keeping God.  In other words, He is going to stand by His word.  He is going to remember His covenant.]

As you see Him as the covenant-keeping God, I want you to see that this covenant is ultimately fulfilled in Christ Jesus.  Go to Isaiah 42:5-9.  I want you to listen carefully, remember everything we have learned, and it will all fit together.  It is going to come together beautifully in Jehovah-jireh.  (5) “Thus God the Lord (Jehovah), who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and its offspring, who gives breath to the people on it, and spirit to those who walk in it,” [It was not just as Creator that He gave breath to them, but it was as Jehovah-Creator, Jehovah Elohim, the self-existent One.  In other words, life comes from Him.] (6) “‘I am the Lord (Jehovah), I have called you in righteousness,’” [Now watch—this is a prophecy, and it is being spoken to someone.  So, listen very carefully.] “‘I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, and I will appoint you as a covenant to the people,’” [To whom is He speaking?  He is speaking to His Son.] “I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations, (7) to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon, and those who dwell in darkness from the prison.’” [Remember, Jesus stood in the synagogue at Nazareth, and He said, “The spirit of the Lord is upon Me, and He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor, to release the captives from prison, etc.”  So here is God Jehovah speaking.  He is speaking to another that He has appointed as a covenant.] (8) “‘I am the Lord (Jehovah), that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, nor My praise to graven images. (9) Behold, the former things have come to pass, now I declare new things; before they spring forth I proclaim them to you.’” 


Here is a prophecy about Jesus, Jesus as a messenger of the covenant, as Malachi 3:1 and 3 show us.  He is the messenger of the covenant.  Remember, if you wanted to show us Jehovah in Exodus 3:14, what is another way of saying “Jehovah”?  What is His memorial name?  I am.  We see Jehovah, the I am, the self-existent One, speaking in Isaiah 52 to One that He has made a covenant over the nations.

Go to John 8:24.  Jesus is speaking, and this is what He says.  (24) “‘I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He’” [You can cross out the “He,” because it is in italics.  Jesus is saying, “Unless you believe that I am…”  I am—what?  “I am Jehovah, I am YHWH, I am the self-existent One.  I am one with the Father.  His character is My character; His attributes are My attributes.  His power is My power.  The Father and I are two separate beings, and yet, we are one in character.  We are one in attributes.  We are one in name, I am.  If any of you do not believe that Jesus is God, not a God, not just the Son of God, but one with God the Father, equal with God the Father, the same character and attributes as God the Father.  If you do not believe that Jesus is Jehovah, that He is Yahweh, that He is I am, then he says, ‘You are going to die in your sins.’”

Go to John 8:56.  Jesus is speaking.  “‘Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.’ (57) The Jews therefore said to Him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?’” [What is He saying?  Abraham rejoiced to see My day.  Abraham knew that he was going to be the father of Messiah, and Abraham was excited about that day when it would come.] (57) “The Jews said to Him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?’ (5) Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.’” [“I am the self-existent One; I am Jehovah.  I am Yahweh; I am that I am.  This is My memorial name to all generations.”  Now watch what the Jews do.] (59) “Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him;” [They were going to stone Jesus.  Why were they going to stone Jesus?  They were going to stone Jesus because they thought He was blaspheming by saying that He was God, by saying that He was equal with the Father.] “but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the temple.”


Put that together with John 10:28.  Jesus has just said that He is the shepherd of the sheep, that He lays down His life for the sheep, and He says that His sheep hear His voice, and know Him and follow Him.  (28) “and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. (29) My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. (30) I and the Father are one.” [The Father is I am; I am I am.  The Father is Jehovah; I am Jehovah.  The Father is the self-existent One; I am the self-existent One.] (31) “The Jews took up stones again to stone Him. (32) Jesus answered them, ‘I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?’” [Why are you stoning Me?  Listen very carefully.] (33) “The Jews answered Him, ‘For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God.’” [The Jews understood that He was claiming equality with the Father, that He was claiming to be the great I am; Jehovah, the self-existent One, and they did not want to believe that.]

I want to take you to Genesis 22, and I want to show you that because He, God the Father, and God the Son, Jesus, are Jehovah, because they are the self-existent One, because they are the Ones that breathe into man the very breath of life, and gives man life—because of this, He is also Jehovah-jireh, the Lord who will provide.  We see this name for the first time in Genesis 22:1.  “Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham,” [I would underline “tested.”  Genesis 22 is a test; it is a test of Abraham’s faith.  Listen, precious one, faith is not faith until it is tested.  You can say, “I believe, I believe, I believe,” but when you see that you believe is when you are called to believe in things that you have not seen, things that you have not yet grasped, but things that God has said are true.  You grab hold of them, and you hang onto the word of God, no matter what the circumstances, no matter how you feel.  You grab hold of the word of God, and you hang on to it—that is faith.  Faith is the evidence of things hoped for.  It is the conviction of things not seen.  Without faith (Hebrews 11:6) it is impossible to please God.  Those who come to Him must believe that He is, (Who is He?  He is Jehovah.  He is the self-existent One.) and He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him, who come to Him as Jehovah-jireh, the Lord who will provide.  So it is a test.] “and said to him, ‘Abraham!’  And he said, ‘Here I am.’ (2) And He said, ‘Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.’”

Who was Isaac?  Isaac was Abraham’s only recognized son in the eyes of God.  Isaac was the one through whom the covenant promise would come.  He said, “I will bless you, and I will give you a seed, and I will multiply you.”  Well, he has only one son that God has recognized, and that is the son that has come between the union of Abraham and Sarah.  This is Isaac.  Now God is saying, “Take your son, your only son, and offer him up as a burnt offering.”  A burnt offering was a voluntary offering.  A burnt offering was always a voluntary offering.  It was an offering of love.  (You will see this in Leviticus 1 later on.)  He says, (2b) “and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.” (3) So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 
(4) On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance. (5) And Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship and return to you.’” [When he says, “We will worship and return to you,” it has the same subject.  We will worship and we will return to you.]

Abraham is taking the son that God has given him, the son of the covenant, the son of the promise, and he is going to go up, and in obedience to God, he is going to take his son, lay him on the altar, and he is going to offer him as a sacrifice.  He is going to put him to death.  His confidence in his God is so great, and he knows that his God is a covenant-keeping God, that His word is, “Yea,” and “Amen.,” and that if he has to sacrifice Isaac, and put him to death, that because Isaac is part of that covenant promise, God will have to raise Isaac from the dead.  “God, I will do what You say.  I love him.  I will take that which I love.  I will not hold it in a closed hand.  I will believe You; I will trust You.  I know Your name; I know who You are, and I will open my hand, and I will give You my son.”


What are you keeping from God?  What are you holding in your hand?  What are you clutching to yourself as if it is yours?  Everything we have came from Him.  He is the Father of lights, in whom there is no variableness nor shadow of turning, and everything good and every perfect gift comes down from the Father of lights.  In Him is no variableness; He will never change.  There is no turning.  So if God says, “Give Me your son,” and God has already said, “From Isaac your seed will be called.  Isaac shall live; Isaac is the son of the covenant.  He is the son of the promise.”  Then Abraham so knows his God, and so believes his God, that he is willing to take that which is dearest to him, and hold it in an open hand, knowing that God cannot go back on His work, and God cannot go back on His character.  He has exalted His name above, or together with, His word.  He will not go back on it.  So he is going to put him on the altar.  


What are you holding in your hand, precious one?  What are you afraid to release to God?  What are you afraid to hold out, and say, “Here, Lord, whatever You want.  I know I can trust You because I know who You are.  I know Your name.”  Don’t you know that when Abraham walked up that mountain that he was walking in darkness at that time?  Don’t you know that must have been a dark night of the soul for Abraham, as he took Isaac, and knew that he was going to have to put Isaac to death, and knew that he was going to have to trust in exactly what God had said, and the fact that God would have to raise him from the dead if he put him to death.  


Lest you do not know it, hold you hand in Genesis 22, and go to Hebrews 11:17.  It explains to us, and gives us a greater depth of understanding of what happened that day on Mount Moriah.  He has already established that faith is taking God at His word.  It is the conviction of things not seen.  (17) “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises,” [What were the promises?   “In Isaac shall your seed be called.”  Isaac is the one who is going to be the progenitor of the covenant.] “and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; (18) it was he to whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your descendants shall be called.’ (19) He (Abraham) considered that God is able to raise men even from the dead; from which he also received him back as a type (as a figure).” [In other words, the minute that Abraham got God’s command, that was the day that he offered up Isaac.  That was the day.  It was the day that the command came, and he said, “Yes, God.  Yes, Adonai.  Yes, my Lord.  Yes, my master.  I will do as You say, because I know that You stand by what You say, and I will put him to death.”]  


It is actually the third day then that he is laid on the altar.  As he is laid on the altar, he gets ready to plunge in the knife.  In the movie “The Bible,” (the Bible ends in Genesis 22 in the movie that Hollywood produced) you see Abraham and Isaac going up Mount Moriah.  You see him taking the wood, and laying it on his son.  You think about another One who has an only begotten Son, another One who will take His Son to part of Mount Moriah, and offer Him up there as He lays the wood of the cross on His back.  A Son whom He loved as Abraham loved his son; a Son whom He will give as a sacrifice, as Abraham was willing to give his Son as a sacrifice to God.  You see them going up, and you see Isaac (not as a little boy, but as a young man), and you see him stretched out on this altar, and you see the wood underneath.  You see the flames coming up, and you see Abraham standing there with a knife in his hand.  He takes his left hand to put it over Isaac’s eyes as he gets ready to plunge in the knife of obedience, the knife of testing.  As he does, Isaac looks at him, and says, “O father, is there not anything that God cannot ask of us?”  He puts his hands over his eyes, and he says, “No, my son, God can ask everything of you, because He is the self-existent One, because you exist because of Him, you have life because of Him, because everything you have has come from Him.  All things belong to Him; all things come from Him.  All things are for Him; and all things are through Him.  So there is not anything that He cannot ask.”  

But listen, if He asks, whatever He asks of You, He provides.  He provides it the same place that He provided it for Abraham, on Mount Moriah, on Calvary.  And he gets ready to plunge in the knife, and all of a sudden, God says, “Abraham, Abraham.  Don’t plunge in the knife.  Now I know that you fear Me.”  What does it mean to fear God?  It means to have a respect for God; it means to have a trust for God.  It means to believe that God is who He says He is, and He means what He says.  He stands by what He says.  God said, “I know now that you fear Me.”  

Look at Genesis 22:12.  “And he said, ‘Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.’” [Let me ask you a question, precious one.  What are you holding back from God?  Where did you get what is in your hand?  Did He not give it to you?  If He is the self-existent One, if everything comes from Him, if nothing comes into being apart from Him, what are you holding away from the One that gave it to you?  As the Father of lights in whom there is no variableness nor shadow of turning, whose name is Jehovah, but not only Jehovah, but Jehovah-jireh.  Watch what He says.]  (13) “Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son.”  


What have you got?  You have got a picture.  Go back, and let me show you something.  When Abraham was going up the mountain with Isaac, Isaac asked his father this question. (7) “‘My father!’  And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’  And he said, ‘Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?’ (8) And Abraham said, ‘God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.’” [Others translate it, “God will provide Himself the lamb.”  God will provide Him; the self-existent  One will provide everything He needs for that burnt offering in Himself.  He is the One; He is the self-existent One.  All the provision is there.  Now go back to v. 14.  The ram is to be in the place of Isaac.  “And Abraham called the name of that place The Lord Will Provide, as it is said to this day, ‘In the mount of the Lord it will be provided.’” 


When you go to Israel, and you walk up where the temple used to be, there is a mosque there, the most sacred mosque for the Muslim in all the world.  You go into that mosque, because there is something that you want to see.  You go down the stairs, and there you see a stone.  That mosque is built on the sight where the temple was built, where they worshiped God.  They believe that that stone is where Abraham offered Isaac.  That range that that holy place is on comes over and follows on—here is the tabernacle, and here are the gates around the city.  Over here is a range, and that is Calvary.  “In the Mount of the Lord it will be provided.  God will provide Himself.  That ram that was offered in the place of Isaac was a picture of Jesus, offered in our place, in our stead, on Calvary.  And God is saying to you is this:  “I am Jehovah, and I am giving you Jehovah; and I am taking the Lord Jesus Christ, the I am also, and I am nailing Him to a cross.  I am telling you that that sacrifice on that cross is everything and anything that you will ever need.  I have provided everything.  In the Mount of the Lord it will be provided.  I have provided for you everything that you will ever need in My Son, My only Son, whom I love.  Everything that you and I will ever need is provided in Jesus, by Jehovah, who is also Jehovah.  It is there.  

Where do you run in the time of need?  Where do you run, when all of a sudden, you are finding yourself in darkness.  Run, and trust in the name that will not change, that will not alter, that has always been from the very day that you were created, and always will be.  Jehovah, the self-existent One; Jehovah-jireh, the God that provides.  

That word Jireh really means “to see.”  You say, “Well, how did they get ‘provide’ out of that?”  Listen, and write this down.  The Father sees, and because He sees, He provides.  The Father sees.  He sees everything.  He sees your darkness, He sees your situation, He sees your trial, He sees your need.  And because He is Jehovah, seeing, He has to provide, because He is the self-existent One.  It goes with who He is.  That is why God says to us, in Philippians 4:19, “My God shall provide all of your needs according to His riches in glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Who is Christ?  He is the covenant.  He is the Lamb of the covenant.  He is the new covenant in His blood.  He is the One that God provides.  Everything that you and I will ever need is provided in Jehovah-jireh.  As God sees, His seeing is synonymous with providing.  As He sees everything that you will need, He supplies all your needs according to His riches in glory through Christ Jesus our Lord, through what He did centuries later, on this same mountain range, when He offered His Son as a ram.


We have taught Jehovah-jireh before, and we have taught it to teenagers.  There was a little girl that was sitting here, and didn’t know what was facing her when she left our Teen Conference.  She went home to a house that had been abandoned by her father, and her mother stood there and said, “He has left!  He has left!”  Everything went fine, so to speak, for a few days, but then, he left and they didn’t have any money.  Everything they needed seemed to be in that house, as far as food and everything, except one day, they used the last piece of toilet paper.  There was no more toilet paper—the roll was bare.  So they went to the cupboard, and the cupboard was bare.  They went to the pocketbook, and the pocketbook was bare.  It was more than the mother could take.  How low could you sink as to be without money so that you can’t even provide toilet paper?  It was devastating to her, and she fell apart in a heap.  It was dark, but the little girl had learned the name Jehovah-jireh, and she said, “O Mama, Mama.  One of the names of God is Jehovah-jireh, and Mother, that means that God will provide everything that we need.  Mother, let’s ask God for toilet paper.”  She prayed to Jehovah-jireh for toilet paper.  The next day, they were driving down the highway, and there was a whole big package of toilet paper lying beside the road.  Jehovah-jireh.  


Listen, from His Son to toilet paper.  Do you see the difference in it all?  If He can provide toilet paper, can He not provide everything else?  Is He not true to His name?  Does He not stand by His name?  You are in darkness, maybe.  Trust in the name of the Lord.  Hang on to it.  O Jehovah-jireh, my self-existent One, I run to Calvary, where You will supply all of my needs.


Let’s pray.  Father, we thank You for who You are.  We thank You for the wonder of it all, and we thank You, Father, that when we know Your name, no matter how dark it gets, we can stop, and trust in that name, and rely on our God.  May we hold everything in an open hand, knowing that it is all right, for if you did not withhold Your Son from us, but You gave us Him, with Him (as Romans 8:32 says), Father, will You not also give us everything else that pertains to life.  O Father, we thank You for Mount Moriah where You see, and because You see, You provide.  Thank You, Jehovah-jireh.  We praise Your holy name.  Amen.
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