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TWICE Sisters!                                                                                                     
Three years ago, I (Carolyn) attended a community garage sale that raised money to send kids to summer camp. I just went to support the event, but while browsing through the books, I came across one that would forever change my life and also that of my sister: How to Study the Bible by Kay Arthur. I had heard of Kay, but did not know anything of Precept Ministries. I purchased the used book for 50 cents and couldn't wait to tell Beckie about the awesome book that taught this great Bible study method. On the Precept website, I learned about workshops and was thrilled to find one so close to us in Baton Rouge in the summer of 2006! 

Already God had been tugging at our hearts to really dig deep in His Word and we knew that this was His hand leading us to Precept. We attended every workshop we could get our hands on. By the second year, we started a Precept course on Sunday evenings and hosted a workshop at our church, First Baptist Church - Moss Bluff. We just wanted others to be as excited about learning the Word as we were. Here we both had been sitting in church all our lives, listening to and doing Bible studies, but not really learning the Word for ourselves. What a tremendous blessing this journey has been. We are eager to get into the Word each day, excited to see what God wants to show us. 

 

“Team Teaching” works well for us since Beckie works at the local hospital. We have even taken what we learned about inductive study and have organized a two-day (Fri afternoon & Sat morning) How to Study the Bible seminar using Precept’s Kinsman-Redeemer. The participants couldn’t get over how much they had learned in such a short time and even applied it to their Sunday School lesson the very next day! Then after much prayer, we felt God calling us to go OUTSIDE the church doors to begin a community ladies study, Lord I Want to Know You, to reach those who may not yet feel comfortable in a church setting. As I was instructing them at our first meeting to introduce themselves, I also just added at the last second, “And tell us why you are here”.  God used those next moments in amazing ways to help our little group from all areas of our community instantly bond- Not a dry eye in the place. This faithful, growing group of ladies of all ages (17-65) has now outgrown Beckie’s home and we are currently looking for a larger, public place to conduct our evening meetings.

 
As we began leading Precept studies, we wanted to meet other leaders in our area so we have been gathering together annually for fellowship and mutual encouragement. We pray for our classes, our struggles, and for Precept Ministries. We have really bonded with each other through these gatherings and by serving in each other’s Precept workshops. 
Beckie and I are twice sisters, physically and spiritually. We have always been close, though we are actually 7 years apart. We are accountability partners and hardly a day goes by, that we do not share with one another what God is teaching us from His Word. It is our desire, not to teach others what we have learned from the Word of God, but to teach them how to study the Word of God for themselves. Nothing gives us more pleasure than when someone gets it and understands that they CAN learn and study God’s Word for themselves!
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