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God’s Tool in God’s Time
PRECEPT: God’s Path from Construction Management to Pastor

I wish I could tell you that my life has gone like clockwork.  It is true that God has called me to be a pastor but not in the same way most of us are used to.  I did not surrender to preach as a youth.  Nor did I immediately attend Bible College, then seminary or begin my pastoral career by working my way up to the position of pastor.  Rather, God allowed me to pursue my chosen profession of construction management.  I received my undergraduate degree and worked for almost 17 years in the industry.  In 2003, God changed all that.  That year, God called me out of the construction profession to serve Him fulltime.  I completed seminary, and 4 years later, He provided a church for us to serve in West Monroe.


However, before these changes occurred there was another change already underway that had not fully surfaced yet.  It was the change that God was orchestrating in my life through the serious study of His word; through inductive Bible study.  Both my parents had led PRECEPT studies for many years and their encouragement helped to get me started.  God then used PRECEPT studies to grow me in spiritual maturity which ultimately led me into leading PRECEPT classes while I worked as a construction professional.  As a matter of fact, I have to say that Bible study through PRECEPT is the one most important thing that has ever happened to me after God saved me.  What God has taught me through PRECEPT not only helped me to live out my faith while pursuing my career but was also the rock that secured both Nancy and I during the difficult years of seminary.  Today, it is the cornerstone of our ministry at Edgewood.  I can’t really imagine where I would be today without God’s preparation through PRECEPT.

Using the Tool of God’s Word


With all that has happened in my life, it would be easy to “get off track.”  Because the world seems to offer so many choices, it is easy to be misled about where we turn for guidance, comfort and counsel.  I think the best place is the same place that countless generations have turned - the living Word of God.  

Unfortunately for most, the problem is like trying to use a new tool that you are unfamiliar with; it is only as useful as the skill of the one using it.  What I mean is that it doesn’t matter whether a new tool is “top of the line” if you don’t know how to use it.  Chances are you are just going to tear something up and hurt yourself if you don’t know how to use the tool.  To use a tool properly, you have to know how it works.  You have to know when to use the tool and what it is used for.  This takes practice, mostly through using it.  Only after you have taken the tool out of the box and actually worked with it can you be “good” with the tool.  God’s word is a tool that is better than “top of the line,” it is God speaking directly to us.  God’s word has the answer for any and every thing we face in life, whether here on earth or in eternity after we die.  We can’t imagine how powerful this tool is and because it is so powerful, God expects us to know how to use it properly.  PRECEPT has been like a “how to” video that showed me step-by-step how to use the best and most important tool I own.  It has not always been easy, and like most everyone else, there have been times when I wondered if I would ever get the hang of it.  
Being God’s Tool


In the end, God has not only blessed me through PRECEPT, but more importantly, God has used me to be a blessing to others of all ages through inductive Bible study.  Before I became a pastor, God opened the door for me to teach adults, and now as a pastor, I am also blessed to lead a high school class for the homeschool co-op.  


Understanding that God really does want me to know His word has prepared me for so many challenges.  Knowing how to access the counsel of God’s word has guided me through some of the toughest decisions I have ever had to make.  Learning how to find and apply God’s answers has helped me give solid, God-honoring advice to others.  I guess you could say that the more I commit to learn how to use the tool God has given me, the more I become a useful tool in His hand.  I pray that whatever project God decides to use me for, I will be the best tool I can be; sharpened by the consistent study of His word.  And that’s my prayer for you, too!
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