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Sometimes when people have a little knowledge that goes along with their experience, they sure can cause tremendous problems. This was the case in Corinth. Remember the book of Corinthians was written to people whom Paul could not speak to as to spiritual people but as to babes in Christ. He couldn’t give them strong meat; they needed milk because they hadn’t grown up. They were followers of men, yet we know from 1 Corinthians 1, that they came behind in no spiritual gift. From the very beginning of 1 Corinthians, Paul mentions spiritual gifts. But when we come to chapters 12-14, we see that Paul is going to “peri de” (περί δε) or as the Greek says: “Now concerning” spiritual gifts, brethren. When he uses that word “pneumatikoi” (πνευματικων), he’s saying that he’s dealing with spiritual gifts. The church at Corinth was zealous but they were ignorant concerning spiritual gifts.
1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not was you to be unaware. 
This is the topic he’s going to tackle next. What Paul is saying is, “You, in respect to spiritual gifts, are without discernment, without understanding. Your thinking is off on this subject but I don’t want your thinking to be off or for you to be without understanding.” This is so crucial to the Body today, especially in the area of spiritual gifts.

1 Corinthians 14:12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church. They were ignorant but zealous, and children in their thinking:

1 Corinthians 14:20 Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be babes, but in your thinking be mature. He’s contrasting babes with mature.

1 Corinthians 3:1 And I, brethren, (speaking to them collectively) could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in Christ.
1 Corinthians 16:13 Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. In other words, they’re to go on to maturity. 

In 1 Corinthians 12-14, since they are zealous in spiritual gifts, Paul wants them to have the correct understanding. He wants to take them from being babes to being mature, from being children to being men. The only way he can do that is to teach them truth by bringing their experience, their thinking, their feelings, what they are zealous of, and what they are sensing but not comprehending, against the truth of the Word of God. 

Do you want truth? Are you willing to take your experience, your thinking, even the teaching you’ve been given, and bring it up to the plumb line of the Word of God?
As you look at 1 Corinthians 12-14, it’s obvious from the text that the Corinthians were preoccupied, or occupied, with two gifts: prophecy and tongues. You know this because this is what Paul deals with and talks about more than anything else in these three passages. He mentions other gifts in chapter 12:8-10 and 12:28-29, yet in the midst of mentioning them he also includes tongues and prophecy several times. In chapter 13 when he talks about the importance of love in the exercising of the gifts, he mentions two other gifts besides tongues and prophecy, which are knowledge and faith. But he mentions tongues and prophecy both, two times. In chapter 14 he doesn’t deal with any of the other gifts but the two key words, among other key words, that are mentioned over and over again and contrasted in chapter 14 are tongues and prophecy. In that chapter, he’s showing them that prophecy is the greater gift. Therefore, the issue in Corinth regarding spiritual gifts has to be set around two gifts: tongues and prophecy, and their ignorance with respect to them. 

There was a temple in the city of Delphi. A priestess would come out and sit over a grate. Out of it would come smoke and vapor. She would speak in tongues then the priest of that heathen temple would interpret what she said. Many people would go to Delphi to hear the “Oracle of Delphi”. What was the word coming forth from this god through this woman, interpreted by the priest? It could be that in all this confusion, people were enamored with her ability to speak in a foreign language, and delighted that they could speak in a foreign language. Somehow the Corinthians didn’t catch the connection between all this. Or maybe they were enamored with the fact that when she spoke and it was interpreted there was kind of a prophetic sense to it since people would come to find out what to do, and what decisions to make. Or it could be that some in the church were horrified that they were doing some of the same things. We don’t know. So to look at that and emphasize what was going on in Delphi is not necessary to our understanding of this package. Rather, it’s to know that when Paul wrote on the subject of spiritual gifts, he wrote these three chapters, along with what he wrote in Romans 12, Ephesians 4 (and Peter’s short statement on spiritual gifts in 1 Peter 4), so that when we and the other churches today pick up the Word of God, we can have a collective teaching and a plumb line of what the Word of God has to say about spiritual gifts.

Because Precept has a course on spiritual gifts which delves deeply into all these passages, this study on 1 Corinthians will go over these chapters quickly because you can take the whole subject and see all that the Bible says on it when you take the course on spiritual gifts. Therefore, in this lesson chapters 12-14 will be summarized to give the principles on spiritual gifts in relationship to the fact that this is a church zealous regarding these gifts but also ignorant about them. In context, Paul is talking to a church that is immature in its infancy, babes in their thinking, who haven’t grown up. 
Instead of following what the Word of God says, they have become followers of men who say, “I’m of Paul”, or “I’m of Apollos”, or “I’m of Cephas”. Two of these men are apostles, Paul and Peter. 
Peter was an apostle during Christ’s time on earth. Paul was made an apostle of Jesus Christ by Jesus when He taught him personally after Paul was saved. Jesus appeared to him, instructed him and taught him, according to what we know about the Word of God. Thus, Paul was not taught by any man but by Christ Himself. Whether He continued to appear to Paul in Damascus we don’t know. Apollos was not an apostle in the sense that Peter and Paul were but when we look at all three, we see men who have different talents, different personalities, different gifts and, in a sense, different callings. Peter went to the Jews; Paul was called to the Gentiles. Apollos was eloquent, Paul was not. Apollos must have been good-looking while Paul wasn’t because people despised Paul’s looks. This comes out in 2 Corinthians. 
Chapter 12 – Overview of Spiritual Gifts

1. The distribution of spiritual gifts is God’s doing. They’re enamored of and desiring gifts. Paul wants them to see that this is God’s doing.

a. Gifts are a manifestation of the Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12:4 Now there are varieties of gifts,… 
“Varieties” can also be translated “distributions”. Kay thinks it was more appropriate to translate it as “varieties”. When Paul says “varieties of gifts” he’s showing that there’s only one Holy Spirit, but a variety of gifts—far more than just tongues or prophecy. 

b. It’s the same Spirit; it all has the same root.
1 Corinthians 12:7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
Paul wants them to see that gifts are a manifestation of the Spirit in verses 4-7.

2. There are more than two gifts. There are a variety of gifts. 1 Corinthians 12:4-10 says there are varieties of ministries and effects. The Holy Spirit gives the gifts. How is that gift used? The gifts are given for the common good so there is a ministry given in connection with that gift. The ministry comes, not from the Spirit, but from the Lord. So Kay can have the gift of teaching, as can someone else, but they can exercise those gifts in different and various ministries. But it is the same Lord. The gift came from the Spirit, but the ministry comes from the Lord. When we get out with the gift given us by the Holy Spirit and we’re in the ministry exercising that gift, where does the effect come from? God. So you see the Trinity involved in spiritual gifts: The gift comes from the Spirit, the ministry comes from the Lord (which if you think about it is logical because He’s the Lord, the Master, who says, “Go here, do this, do that.”), and the effect behind it is from the power of God. The Father is the one who brings forth the harvest. Remember 1 Corinthians 3: “Some sow, others reap, but God gives the increase.” The “increase” is the effect. Whatever you do to serve the Lord, remember that: The gift is from the Spirit, the ministry is from the Lord, and the effect is from God, so that from Him, through Him and to Him are all things. It is not your doing. As the child of God, you are simply the vessel—the servant doing and exercising something that you didn’t whip up, that you didn’t desire, that you didn’t go after, but that was given to you in a ministry that God ordained. The effect you cannot touch or take any claim for; God takes the glory. To Him and Him alone belongs the glory. God is behind it all, not man.
3. Gifts are for the common good. When Paul says “common good” he’s talking about everyone’s good, not an individual person’s. When he wants them not to be ignorant of spiritual gifts, he’s showing them that it’s for others not for you, not for your benefit. He emphasizes this in chapter 14 when “edify” becomes a key word as Paul stresses it in talking about prophecy and tongues. It has to be for the edification of the body—for the common good.

4. Gifts are distributed according to God’s will. This is where a lot of people might part company. Some people might say, “Well, pray for this gift because all the gifts are available to you.” But if you honestly handle the Scriptures, not listening to anyone but just taking every passage on spiritual gifts, you’ll see that it is God who gives the gifts according to His will, not according to your praying or your pleading. You say, “But 1 Corinthians 14:1 says to desire earnestly spiritual gifts.” Paul is saying, “You, collectively, desire spiritual gifts but especially that you may prophesy. Collectively, this is what you need in the Body. You’re enamored with tongues, but the better or greater gift over tongues is prophecy.” So Paul is showing them that gifts are given as God wills. Scripture never contradicts Scripture; God doesn’t speak out of one side of His mouth in 1 Corinthians 12 and out of another side later on. So take where the emphasis is put and follow that. Never take an obscure thing and use it to contradict what is spoken over and over again, or made clear and apparent. 
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit. To another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues (Now he’s finally mentioning tongues for the first time in this subject), and to another the interpretations of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing (This is verb form of the same word as “varieties” of gifts or ministries.) to each one individually just as He wills. The Spirit distributes to each one as HE wills.

1 Corinthians 12:18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. Not as we desire, but as He desired. You can go after your own desire if you want but you’re liable to get leanness to your soul. And you’re liable to get something that is not true—something that is false—something that is simply an emotional thing that you’ve dredged up. You’re liable to walk in a direction thinking that this is your gift but God is really not using you there. 
Some people aspire to be teachers, but is there an effect of God from your teaching? Are people’s lives being transformed? Are people really understanding the Word? Are they walking in truth? Are they seeing and understanding truth? You can continue to walk your own way, declaring that you have this and that gift, but it ain’t necessarily so. The best thing is to ask God, “What gifts have you given me?” In the spiritual gifts course you’ll find yourself drawn to your gifts because it’s something spiritually inherent when you get saved and as you mature. (You shouldn’t be exercising gifts without maturity.) As you exercise your gift, you’ll see it’s evident that it’s from God because of the way He moves in the doors and ministries that He opens up, and because of the effects that happen as a result. 
1 Corinthians 12:28 And God has appointed in the church, (He will name spiritual gifts that are in people) first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, (They’re an “apostle” because they have the gift of apostleship; they’re a “prophet” because they have the gift of prophecy; they’re a “teacher” because they have the gift of teaching.) then (watch the time phrase) miracles, then gifts of healings (notice “gifts” of healing) helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues (Here again he mentions tongues.) So you see where prophecy is on the ladder versus where tongues is. God gives gifts but God also puts gifted men and women into the church. Women have gifts just the same way as men. 1 Peter 4: “As each has received a spiritual gift, let him exercise that gift accordingly.” So every one of you has one or more spiritual gifts given to you by God through His Spirit for the common good.

5. There are many members of the body. Paul uses the illustration of the body. You can see some of the members of a person’s body but how do you think the liver, heart or intestines look? So you see the seemly parts but nobody likes to look at the liver or all those feet of colon, or the bloody heart, or the pale organ called the stomach. Those are the unseemly members. But would you rather do without something seemly—something you can wave with, write with—or would you rather do without your heart or your liver? Well, you can live without an arm or a hand, but you can’t live without a liver. Thus, there are many members with different functions, yet one body. 
God places someone within the body where He desires. We see this in verse 18:

1 Corinthians 12:18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. You say, “I wanted the gift of teaching yet all I can do is administrate.” When they started this ministry, it never would have gotten off the ground if Kay hadn’t had [people with] other gifts around her gift of teaching. She would have stayed teaching locally. But God raised up Precept Ministries and began to bring in different gifted people like Pete, who not only has the gift of teaching, but the gift of administration. God puts us all together. Bobby travels around as ambassador at large, but he also has a strong gift of exhortation that goes with him. 
God put it all together in a body. Chapter 12:12-27 shows this:
1 Corinthians 12:12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. We all—every one of us when we get saved—are baptized  (united) with the Holy Spirit. We hear the gospel, we believe, then the Holy Spirit moves inside us. The Holy Spirit gives us gifts but we are baptized into one body so we are part of the whole. Kay’s arm, if you cut it off, might have a little color and be warm for a while but pretty soon it’ll get cold, hard and dry and won’t be able to move. Why? Because there are muscles and nerves that connect to it that make it operate. These Corinthian people are enamored but ignorant about spiritual gifts, desiring two gifts: prophecy and tongues, all having to do with the mouth. Paul tells them that there’s a whole rest of the body that goes along, holding the tongue speaking in tongues, holding the mouth that prophesies and speaks for God in edification and exhortation and for comfort. Just because they differ doesn’t mean they’re not a part of the body. The fact that the gifts differ makes them part of the body. As a matter of fact, the unseen support members are the most honored.
1 Corinthians 12:24 Whereas our seemly members have no need of it (of abundant honor). But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, So we have a body in which there are members underneath us that are so vital, so crucial, but they don’t get any honor because they’re not out in front. But they’re absolutely essential. Kay thinks that Paul is emphasizing the honor of the unseemly members (those internal organs in the body that he likens them to) because the Corinthians, in their ignorance regarding spiritual gifts, have the essentials mixed up. They want the showy things, the exciting things. They want the things they’ve seen at Delphi. Now that they’ve become Christians, they can prophecy. They can speak in tongues. They’re enamored with these things but Paul wants them to see the essentialness of the other [less showy] gifts. 
6. There is to be no division in the body. 

1 Corinthians 12:25a That there should be no division in the body. Was there division in the body? Yes, it’s mentioned in chapters 1 and 3. There’s division in this body of believers. Paul shows us this so we will see that there’s to be no division in the body. That body is so one that:

1 Corinthians 12:26 If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. What is there in Corinth? Jealousy, envy and strife because they’re following different men since they haven’t grown up. Here you have Apollos who watered what Paul planted. But neither one of them gets the honor because it’s God who put the workmen there. Paul laid the foundation; Apollos built on that foundation. Paul has to make sure he builds the right foundation and Apollos has to make sure he builds with the right material. If any member of the body suffers, because we’re members of the body, we’re going to suffer with him. But if Paul is honored, or Apollos is honored, each will rejoice in the honoring of the other. If Paul is honored then the Corinthians ought to rejoice instead of tearing him down like they had a habit of doing. In 2 Corinthians Paul has to deal with this issue, as mentioned also in 1 Corinthians 4.
7. Some gifts are more needed than others. God shows the value of gifts in His appointment in the church. “First, second, third, then…” 
1 Corinthians 12:28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, Why? Apostles were the ones that went in and laid the foundation. They brought the gospel and established the church. …second prophets, Why? They came in to speak for God, third teachers were the ones expounding on the Scriptures. …then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. Thus he shows the value of the gifts as He appoints them in the church. All are necessary but some have a higher priority than others. 

8. All do not exercise the same gifts.
1 Corinthians 12:29-31 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? In verses 29-30 Paul says that all do not exercise these gifts. Then he adds, “Do they?” In the Greek this manner of question compels an answer of “You’re right.” If you don’t answer that way, you don’t understand the Word of God. All are not apostles, are they? The answer in the Greek has already told you: “You’re right; no, they’re not all apostles.” All are not prophets, are they? “No, they’re not all prophets.” All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? “No, not all speak with tongues.” All do not interpret, do they? “No, not all interpret.” But earnestly desire the greater gifts. Paul has just said what the greater gifts are: apostles, prophets, teachers. These are the greater gifts because they are the foundational gifts for the church upon which the church is going to be built. Those are the essentials there. So in your church these are the kind of people you want. You don’t want everybody having the gift of tongues because (see 1 Corinthians 14) in any church service no more than three can speak in tongues anyway. So you need other things happening. 
And I show you a still more excellent way. Desire earnestly the spiritual gifts. And I show you a more excellent way. This leads to a parenthetical chapter: 
Chapter 13 – Love
Paul wants to show you something: “You’re desiring these spiritual gifts but I want to make sure you understand the place of love in all this.” They need to know about love because there is jealousy, envy, strife, divisions, and when they come together for the church supper they aren’t honoring one another but eating and drinking while others go home hungry. So you know love is really a needed subject. But Paul brings up love in the midst of this subject of spiritual gifts. In essence Paul says, “Watch out! Without love the gifts are absolutely nothing.”

1 Corinthians 13:1-2 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, (So he’s mentioned prophecy, knowledge, faith. How do you know those are gifts? Go to Romans 12, Ephesians 4 where Paul mentions all the gifts.) …so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. It doesn’t matter what your gift, if you don’t have love you are nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. If you don’t have love, your gift is nothing, nor is there any profit coming even from your gift. As an example, if Kay teaches with the attitude, “You stupid idiots! How many times have I brought you here and how many times have I told you this? Clean up your act, you idiot!”, just turn around and walk out the door. She may be teaching and have it all together as a teacher but if there’s no love coming forth… Kay remembers years ago listening to Bob Theme (sp?) from whom she learned a lot about Greek as a brand new babe in Christ, but she thought she would never sit in his meeting because he chewed people up and spit them out. She thought he would find her, chew her up and spit her out. So it’s got to have love with it.
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 Here Paul describes love’s behavior. As you look at love, here is God’s definition. You can read it and figure it out yourself because you are mature. In verse 8, he states that gifts will go but love will abide. He shows them that the two gifts that they are enamored with are going to go:

1 Corinthians 13:8-10 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; “Done away” is a quick action. …if there are tongues, they will cease; We think this from the voice of the verbs: “They will die in and of themselves, just fading away.) …if there is knowledge, it will be done away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes the partial will be done away. Some people think that’s when the Word of God comes. Some think that when the Word of God comes, the gift of knowledge is gone. No, “when the perfect comes” is when Jesus Christ shows up—this is Kay’s personal belief. Tongues will cease, prophecy will be done away with, but love abides forever.

1 Corinthians 13:13 But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. Love will never fail. Love is always there. Paul acknowledges that right now we’re seeing in a mirror dimly. He brings them back to childishness.
1 Corinthians 13:11-12 When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known. Some day we’re going to be fully known.

Chapter 14 – The Greater Gift
1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual (“pneumatikoi” the same word as in 1 Cor 12:1) gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. Why is prophecy a better gift than the gift of tongues? See the chart in your homework. The Word says what it means and means what it says and you just simply follow it. In essence Paul wants them to see that prophecy is a greater gift and they should desire it because prophecy edifies the body. Remember that gifts are given for the good of everybody—the common good. Tongues edifies the individual:

1 Corinthians 14:3-4 But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation. One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church. 

1 Corinthians 14:5-19, Paul shows them that prophecy is greater because of its effect and use rather than tongues. If an unbeliever comes into a church and everyone is speaking in tongues, the unbeliever doesn’t understand it. It’s like a barbarian is speaking; there’s confusion and he doesn’t know what’s going on. But someone who is prophesying is speaking for God in edification, exhortation, and comfort. That new person comes, he hears because it’s in his own language, and he understands and it accomplishes the purpose.
1 Corinthians 14:21-22 In the Law it is written, “By men of strange tongues and by the lips of strangers I will speak to the people, and even so they will not listen to Me,” says the Lord. So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe, but to unbelievers, This is not talking about the unbeliever, Joe Blow, on the street. God, in Isaiah, said: “You people have not believed My prophets. You, My children of Israel, have not believed the prophets. You haven’t listened to them so I’m going to speak to you through these Babylonians yet you can’t even understand their language. I’m going to get your attention that way.” So if you’re going to interpret it, you have to interpret it according to its context.

1 Corinthians 14:20-25 Paul says to them, “You’re not thinking straight in your understanding of gifts.” He shows the impact of prophecy over tongues—the effect of each and that when they hear prophecy then they will know what’s going on. What’s the bottom line of all this?

1 Corinthians 14:26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one… Catch here what a church service was like in those days. It’s not like our church services. It was a different time. It’s a different culture. We have made the church service into something that is different than what was going on in the early church. When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. In other words, they came together and someone said, “I have a psalm.” Okay, give it. Someone else says, “Well, I have a tongue.” Okay, go ahead and say it. Someone says, “I have the interpretation.” Good; go ahead and say it. Someone says, “Well, I have a revelation. This is what God has shown me.” Another says, “Let me teach you something from the Word of God.” It was a very active and participatory group. It wasn’t one man standing up there lecturing, a group standing up there singing, and nothing from the audience except waving and “Praise the Lord, amen.” It was more than that then. 

The Purpose and Rules in Using Gifts
1. Whatever is done should be done for edification, that’s the bottom line. 
1 Corinthians 14:26b Let all things be done for edification.
2. There should not be confusion: 1 Corinthians 14:27-33 There should never be confusion in the exercising of speaking in tongues or in prophecy. Paul tells you the rules for a church service: 

a. 1 Corinthians 14:27a If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, 
b. It should never be simultaneous but one after the other: 1 Corinthians 14:27b …each in turn
c. Somebody should interpret but if there’s nobody to interpret, you should be quiet. 
1 Corinthians 14:27c-28a …and let one interpret; but if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the church, and let him speak to himself and to God. This shows you that tongues is totally controllable by the one who has the gift. 

d. 1 Corinthians 14:29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment. If you stand up to speak with a word from the Lord for edification, exhortation or comfort, when you give that word, others are to judge it. You are not just up there and everybody has to buy what you say as absolutely from God. The others pass judgment. 

e. 1 Corinthians 14:30 But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, Revelation is separated from prophecy as noted in verse 26. So if somebody suddenly says, “Hey! I understand that. I see that. Let me share it,” then let the first (person speaking) keep silent.
f. 1 Corinthians 14:31-33 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to prophets; for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. There’s not to be confusion in the service.
3. Women are to keep silent. You say, “What does that mean?” Kay thinks it means what it says. The context here is tongues but when it says that the women are to keep silent, it’s the same word for “keeping silent” that is used in verse 28. Spiros Zodiates says that a woman is to keep silent; they are not permitted to speak. He takes the word “speak”, which is “laleo” (λαλει), to mean “to talk at random”. But prophets don’t talk at random and that word for “prophesies” in verse 3 is the same word “speak”. Kay hasn’t always obeyed this. 
Kay is asked to do church services. She used to do them but now she doesn’t do church services anymore. She believes that in that church service the men can do it.  She has the gift of teaching and God uses her. Someday she will talk about women teachers; she has no problem with doing what she’s doing at Precept. When Wayne says to her, “Kay, I want you to come up here next Sunday and tell them about this,” then she’s under the authority of her pastor. If he’s wrong, then he’s got to answer to God. She’s under his authority. Now if she has a deep conviction that it’s an absolute sin for her to open her mouth to say anything or pray in church, then she will say, “Sorry, Wayne. I can’t. I don’t have that deep conviction [that it’s okay].” This is a troublesome verse but it is balanced by 1 Corinthians 11:5 “When a woman prays or prophesies, let her cover her head.” That’s what makes this verse (14:34) difficult because where is she to pray or prophesy? Well, she can pray at home but usually prophesying you don’t do at home but at a gathering or at church. 
You can get a variety of interpretations on this verse—even among the Precepts staff, and among the men. But none want Kay to sit down or shut up and none believes she should.
1 Corinthians 14:34 Let the women keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, Remember that in these churches the women were on one side and the men on the other. So if the woman wanted to know anything she had to call across and ask. Or it’s saying that women are to keep silent; they’re not to speak in tongues in church. …but let them subject themselves, just as the Law also says. Kay thinks the word “subject” is the key here. In other words, she is to be in submission. There is an authority over her as a woman. As long as the authority above her says it is okay and it is not in direct contradiction to the Word and not something obscure and hard to understand, that as long as she is under that male’s authority, it’s all right. Or as long as she is under her husband’s authority, it’s all right.
1 Corinthians 14:35 And if they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in church. That’s what Paul says, and he’s talking about the gathering of the church for worship.
4. Do not usurp Paul’s authority. If you’re a prophet or you’re spiritual you’re going to recognize that what Paul says is right.
1 Corinthians 14:36-38 Was it from you that the word of God first went forth? Or has it come to you only? You Corinthians—are you the only ones? Kay thinks that probably the women in this church had their freedom and were coming in confused on tongues and ignorant of spiritual gifts. So the church at Corinth was saying, “Look Paul, if you don’t mind, we’ll do it our way.” Paul says, “No.” Was it from you that the word of God first went forth? (No, Paul took them the gospel.) Or has it come to you only? (Are you the only ones that got the word of God?) If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual let him recognize that the things which I write to you are the Lord’s commandment. But if anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized. “If you don’t recognize my authority, if you don’t recognize what I’m saying and submit to what I’m telling you in chapters 12-14, then you’ve got the problem.” Not Paul.
5. 1 Corinthians 14:39-40 Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak in tongues. But let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner. Desire prophecy. Don’t forbid to speak in tongues. But whatever you do, it is to be done decently and in order. No confusion. No chaos. No out of order. God is a God of order.

So here is 1 Corinthians 12-14 in a quick, small hour-long nutshell. You say, “I don’t agree with all you said.” Well, go back and study the Word. If you haven’t studied the Word then get the course. Don’t sit there telling Kay, “I think, I feel” and not go by a mind that is under control. Think clearly, soberly, Biblically. Don’t let experience and emotions control you. You say, “I can’t deny my experience.” You may not be able to deny your experience but use your head and the truth. God says to bring your experience under the discipline of the plumb line of the Word of God. 

The bottom line is to remember this: While you’re growing and maturing and learning (and it is a process) love is to rule. Love is to rule. Go back, read the definition and don’t quench the Spirit. You say, “I have the Spirit of God. I’ve got to exercise my gift.” If you have the Spirit of God you’d better be filled with the Spirit and let love come forth because the fruit of the spirit is love.
