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Kay has heard it in church all her life: God helps those that help themselves. That’s truth isn’t it? Of course it is. You’d agree wouldn’t you? Eighty-two percent of all Americans would say, “You’re right on target. That’s what I’ve always believed.” A very close friend of Kay’s said that to her a few days earlier: “I’ve been taught it all my life. I learned it in Sunday school. ‘God helps those that help themselves.’” If that’s true, then we might as well throw away 1 Corinthians 15 and a lot of the rest of the Word of God because it ain’t really so.

Psalm 121:1 I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; from where shall my help come? 
It sounds like he’s looking to the mountains for his help, like he’s saying, “I’ll look up on those hills and I’ll find some help up on those hills.” But this is one of the 15 ascent Psalms. It is one of the Psalms that the pilgrims would recite when they went up to Jerusalem three times a year to celebrate the feasts. As the psalmist goes up this is what he says: I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; from where shall my help come? Because he was going up to Mount Zion.
Psalm 121:2 My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. “My help comes from God.” It is not that God helps those who help themselves. 

As we look at 1 Corinthians 15, what is your world view? When you look at the world and at man; when you think about life and death; when you think about life after death; when you analyze the character of man—the future of man—what is your view? Is it something that you have come up with as you put on glasses to look at the world with a skewed vision? Or is your world view from the Word of God? Do you have a biblical world view? Many people are walking around picking up anything that their eyes happen to fall on, anything that they have experienced, that they have been taught, and from that they develop their view about life and death. This can be very destructive.

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul is dealing with the gospel of Jesus Christ. He is reiterating it because of what some of the people in Corinth believe. They have their own perspective on things. They call themselves Christians but they have their own take on what they think God has to say about death and about life after death. The problem is, their take on it is wrong.

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. Paul is saying, “I want to reiterate the gospel that I preached to you. A gospel that you heard, received, believed but also a gospel you must cling to, hold on to, because if you don’t, you will have believed in vain.” 

Precept Ministries has a mission statement: “To establish people in God’s Word as that which produces reverence for Him; as that which causes them to live according to what this Word of God says so they have a correct and proper view of God.” To do that, they do all sorts of different ministry kinds of things. Everything they do has a vision in mind for us. If we go through their ministry and stick with them through it, when we come out on the other side after a Precept course or as a radio listener or a television participant, or as someone who has gone through the workshops or the teen boot camps or the adult conferences, what is their vision of what we will look like if they have an impact on our lives? This is their vision of us: 
· We will be exemplary followers of Jesus Christ so that we will be able to say to those who are looking on, or who are following us, “Be imitators of me, even as I am of Jesus.” Precept’s hope is that, as exemplary followers of Jesus Christ, we’ll be able to say the same thing that Paul said in 1 Corinthians 11:1. How are we to do that? 
· It is by studying the Bible inductively. That’s what we have been doing in this Precept course. (Some do it over television.) But sometimes that’s where it stops. Sometimes we just fill our heads with this knowledge. We know from 1 Corinthians 8 that knowledge puffs up. It has to be more than knowledge so where do we go besides that? 
· We need to view the world biblically. Not like those who see it through those glasses. When we look at the world, at man, at what’s going on, we need to have a biblical world view so that we aren’t tossed to and fro and aren’t taken here and there by every wind of doctrine that comes along. This is so that you aren’t going by what you see or feel or by what others think, or by whatever the current moré or philosophy of the day is. When you look at the world, look at it through the Word of God. Precept staff want us to view the world biblically and then: 
· Serve the church faithfully in the power of the Holy Spirit. If you do not have a correct understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ then you will not have a proper biblical world view. If you do not have a correct understanding of the gospel, even though you may study inductively, you will never be an exemplary follower of Jesus Christ and you will not, in truth, serve the church faithfully in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This subject is absolutely foundational, like Paul says when someone comes to build on the foundation: 
1 Corinthians 3:11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. When Paul went in to Corinth he brought the gospel and laid the foundation, which others built on by their teaching. 
How are you going to know whether that teaching is right or wrong? How are you going to know if what man believes is right or wrong? The only way is to know the Word of God. You’ve got to understand the gospel. That’s the foundation. Then you build upon that foundation.

The Common World View of Americans
Here is what Americans are saying about God, about the Word of God, and about the person of Jesus Christ. Kay wants us to know this because she wants us to understand the people we are taking this gospel to. She wants us to know what they’re thinking and where they’re coming from. As you step out into the world from the classroom where you’re studying inductively to get a biblical world view, then you can serve the church faithfully by doing what the church is supposed to do. This is to:

2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. Why?

2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come (It’s here now.) when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance with their own desires. So what do Americans believe?
George Barna is a social economist who has been polling America in a proper way for 18 years. This is the street level theology of America from his book The Second Coming of the Church: 
· The American view is that the Bible teaches that God helps those who help themselves.
By the way, Thomas Jefferson wrote that, not God. People have picked it up and think it came from God but it came from Thomas Jefferson. In essence that theology is: “You do your best and God will do the rest. Then you’ll be all right. God just expects you to do your best, then He’ll come along and do the rest and you’ll be just fine.” That is not true. If it’s true, throw away the New Testament.
· It doesn’t matter what religious faith you follow because they all teach the same lesson.

We’re living in a time when there is a hunger for the spiritual. This is another view:
· All people will experience the same outcome after death regardless of their religious belief. 

Forty-four percent of America—almost half—believe that. Here is another American view:
· The Bible is not totally accurate in all that it teaches.

That’s 34%, almost equal to the percentage of the people sitting in the church claiming to be Christian who say that the Bible has errors in it, that it is not absolutely true. 

· All religious faiths teach equally valid truths. (40% of Americans believe that.) 
· All people pray to the same God or spirit no matter what name they use for that spiritual being. 
That’s like saying, “What is your higher power?” “It doesn’t matter what you call your higher power just as long as you have one.” Yes it does.
· Satan is not a living being but just a symbol of evil.

Sixty percent say that. Ephesians 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. In other words, if you’re not God’s child, you’re the devil’s child. That’s what God is saying. That’s truth. There is a Satan, there is a devil, there is a serpent of old. He is a liar, a deceiver, a murderer and he abides not in the truth. The only way you can be rescued from his grip is through the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ.
· If a person is generally good, or does enough good things for others during their life, they will earn a place in heaven.

Fifty-five percent of Americans believe that. You can earn your place in heaven if you’re generally good or do enough good things for other people. Now catch these last three views because they have to do with the lesson today:
· When Jesus Christ lived on earth, he committed sins.
Forty-four percent of Americans say that. That’s their world view about Jesus Christ. If that is true, fold up your Bible. Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die because we have no savior. And the world has no savior. Forget Christianity. Go out and grab everything that you can—every ounce of pleasure, of satisfaction that you can in this life, because if Jesus Christ committed sins, we are damned for all eternity. We will live with the deceiver, the liar, the murderer, the destroyer.
· After Jesus Christ was crucified, He did not return to life physically.

In other words, after Jesus Christ died He was not raised from the dead. Forty percent of all Americans believe that. Kay would hate to tell you the high percentage of those sitting in the churches who believe the same thing—that Jesus Christ was never raised from the dead.
· There are some sins that even God cannot forgive.

Thirty-four percent believe this. If that is so, tear up the Bible and throw it away. But, it ain’t so. 

What does the Word of God have to say? When Paul wrote this letter to the church at Corinth, this was another situation he had to deal with. He had to remind them of the basics of the gospel again. Why? Because there were some in the church that held the same view that many Americans hold. And that is that there is no resurrection from the dead.

God’s Rebuttal
1 Corinthians 15:12-13 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, (and we’re going to see that this is what Paul preached to them) how do some among you (the Corinthians) say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead,… In other words, if when we die there is no resurrection, no life after death, (and Kay is not talking about reincarnation) then even Christ has not been raised. Thus the teaching of the resurrection of Jesus Christ has the same weight as the resurrection of the dead. In other words, if Christ was not raised from the dead, then we will not be raised from the dead. If we are raised from the dead it’s because Christ was raised from the dead. The resurrection is absolutely essential to the gospel message.

1 Corinthians 15:14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain,… Kay might as well not stand up there and teach if Jesus Christ has not been raised from the dead. You might as well not bother sharing the gospel if Jesus Christ has not been raised from the dead. Not only that, but if Jesus Christ hasn’t been raised from the dead, then anything you believe in the Bible is in vain. This is how important the resurrection is.

1 Corinthians 15:15 Moreover if Christ hasn’t been raised from the dead; if there’s no resurrection from the dead, we are even found to be false witnesses of God, (Not only should Kay not be preaching, but she is a false witness of God) because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. If the dead are not raised then Kay is witnessing against God if she says that the dead are raised. If Christ was not raised, the dead are not raised.

1 Corinthians 15:16-17 For if the dead are not raised, (He repeats it because he doesn’t want you to miss it.) not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. You are caught, trapped in your sins if Christ hasn’t been raised.

1 Corinthians 15:18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
Kay was talking to people whose parents had died. One of her Precept leaders told her, “My mother wasn’t saved.” Talk about pain—to know that your mother slipped into eternity [unsaved]. The one thing this woman knew is that her mother’s blood was not on her hands because she had shared but her mother had willfully refused to believe. Where is her mother? She is in hell because she did not believe the gospel. Al Whittinghill’s father, though, believed on his deathbed. Others believed a long time ago and have been saints living for Christ, like the 16 year-old teenager who had just been in boot camp and was killed in a head-on collision. That child, who had been walking with Jesus Christ and whose growth everyone had seen, is with Christ. But if Christ hasn’t been raised and the dead are not raised then his faith was in vain. He fell asleep thinking he was going to be raised in Jesus, but if Jesus hasn’t been raised then his faith is worthless.
1 Corinthians 15:18-19 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, (if all we have is Jesus Christ for this life) we are of all men, most to be pitied. You’re to be pitied more than all the people in the world because you had a false belief, a false hope. Do you have a false hope? No, it is not we who have a false hope, because we have the Word of God, rather it’s these people sitting there thinking and coming up with their own conclusions, their own reasoning. By taking some bits of truth about God and then weaving into it their own theology, they come up with a synthesis, a mongrel kind of faith where they take part truth and part lie and put it together. They think they’ve figured it out and that this is the way it is. They’re going to trust in it because God’s a good God, a good guy. He’s knows your heart, He knows your intent and that you’re doing the best that you can, and, of course, He’s going to help those that help themselves. That’s not the gospel so let’s look at the gospel:
God’s World View
1 Corinthians 15:1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel… 
(Mark the word “gospel” with a megaphone because it is good news that is to be proclaimed. 
It is the good news of salvation: 
· You don’t have to die, you can live; 
· You don’t have to perish but you can have eternal life; 
· You don’t have to live in slavery to sin the rest of your life—the Son can set you free. 
· You don’t have to grope around in darkness but you can walk in the glorious light of the gospel. 

· You have moved from being weighed down by your sins to having your sins forgiven. 
This is the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, You heard it. It makes sense, touches your heart, so you receive the gospel in which also you stand, like you’re in cement, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. You know that your faith is not in vain since you have believed in God and have a biblical world view about man, God, sin, life after death. It’s all in the Bible.
1 Corinthians 15:2a By which also you are saved, Saved from the lake of fire where the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched; saved from eternal separation from God. Someone told Kay, “I just want to go wherever my family’s going.” Kay replied, “If your family’s not going to heaven that won’t matter because you won’t be with them. Death—eternal death, the lake of fire—is an isolation, a separation. It is a separation from both God and man. It is not lifting your glasses, toasting and having a party in hell. It is being in flames, torment, never ever dying but living absolutely forever. Some say that there’s annihilation but there’s not annihilation. 

Matthew 25 refers to Christ coming back to take mankind that is living when He returns to sit on His throne and rule as King of kings. As He sits upon that throne separating the sheep from the goats, He turns and says to those that are goats (the ones that did not live out what was truth):
Matthew 25:45-46 “Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, (How long is eternal? Forever. )…but the righteous into eternal life.” So you have eternal punishment or eternal life. Both of them are eternal. The same Greek word is used for both to describe the punishment or the life. So there is eternal life and eternal punishment.

1 Corinthians 15:2 By which you also are saved (the gospel), if you hold fast the word ((This word should be marked with a megaphone too because he’s talking about the gospel message.) which ((Should be marked the same way.) I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 
It is one thing to be able to spout it, to have the knowledge and be able to recite it, but it’s another thing to live in the light of it. Kay believes with all her being that if, for the rest of your life, you do not habitually as a practice of life follow Jesus Christ even though you’ve prayed a prayer, walked the aisle, joined a church, if you don’t hold that fast, you’re not really born again. You had knowledge, may have had an experience and made a decision, but it didn’t lead to eternal life. It didn’t lead to you having heard the gospel of salvation and having believed in your heart so that you are sealed with the Holy Spirit who is the guarantee of the redemption someday of this purchased possession of your body. In other words, the resurrection from the dead of this body. 
Continuance in the faith is the evidence of your salvation. People who say, “I’m all right. Leave me alone. I’m fine. The Old Man upstairs and I have an agreement. I went to church as a kid, I prayed, I’m fine. Just leave me alone,” are not followers of Jesus Christ. They are not disciples—followers of a teaching who live in the light of it. It doesn’t matter what has happened in the past if it hasn’t impacted or directed your future. You are saved if you hold fast this truth, if you keep this biblical world view about salvation.
1 Corinthians 15:3 For (When I preached the gospel to you,) I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, This is not something Paul figured out in his mind, or contemplated, came up with, reasoned out in his mind, or thought it through. He did not come up with it in and of itself. This is a truth that was given to him. It’s a truth given by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself which you can read about in Acts 9, Galatians 1, and other passages where Paul reveals what happened to him. 
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, If you’re going to have a biblical world view you need to realize that all the people who have ever been born into this world have been born in sin. They are all sinners. They have walked their own way, done their own thing, walked according to the desires of their hearts according to the thinking of their own minds, according to the course of this world. 
1 John 5:19 says that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
What is the gospel then? At one point in time, God became man—God, who has always been. 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God and one day the Word became flesh. The Word is Jesus Christ who dwelt among us and we beheld His glory as the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. Jesus Christ stepped in in time, in place, in space. 
He left heaven and came into this world for the express purpose of dying on this cross for us so that Jesus Christ, who knew no sin, would be made sin for you because the whole world is made up of sinners. So what is the gospel?
The Gospel Message
1 – Jesus Christ Died For Our Sins
Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures. What does that mean? If you open up your Bible to the page between Malachi and Matthew, look at the difference in size. The Old Testament comprises two thirds of the Bible. When Paul wrote, all he had was that part of the Bible. But from Genesis 3:15 all the way through to the very last verses of the Old Testament in the book of Malachi there are the prophecies that tell us about the Christ, the Anointed One, the Promised One who would come as the Lamb of God to take away the sins of the world. John 1:29, I Corinthians 5:7—Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us sinners. 
When you give this first point of the gospel, be sure people understand because this is a true biblical world view: Christ died for our sins. John 3:16 says that God so loved the world—the world of sinners—that He gave His only begotten Son. Remember in John 3 it says, 
John 3:14-16 As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
Remember from 1 Corinthians 10 that the children of Israel had grumbled about God’s provisions so God sent serpents to the wilderness. They bit them so people were dying and a plague was happening. Moses cried out to God who told him to take a pole, put it up then put a brass serpent on the pole so that when they are bitten by a serpent, if they have a biblical world view and look at that pole, they will live. This is a picture of Jesus Christ when He was lifted up on the cross. 

1 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. God took all your sins and all the sins of the whole world and put them upon Jesus Christ. Then Jesus, who knew no sin, was made to be sin for us (that’s why the picture of the serpent) so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

How do we who are sinners become transformed from a sinner into a saint simply by an act of faith by believing? How does that happen? How do you take someone who, all of his or her life, has walked according to the course of this world according to the prince of the power of the air, according to their own lusts and desires, and all of a sudden [transform them?] 

Such happened to Kay on July 16, 1963, when she went down on her knees as a harlot and came up as clean as a virgin. Before, she couldn’t stop being immoral. Now suddenly by one act of faith, one act of belief, she is no longer a slave to that sin. She was so transformed that her two little boys saw the difference. What is it? It’s the gospel that saves and transforms us. There are thrilling stories of people headed for destruction who have turned around and been set free from every kind of sin imaginable. Kay has friends who were homosexuals. She has other homosexual friends who have died of AIDS and gone to hell. They’ve still been her friends but they went to hell. God says, “Don’t be deceived.” Kay would have gone to hell as an immoral woman. Anybody—a good church goer who didn’t know Jesus Christ—would go to hell even though they might have been a pillar in the community according to the community standards. They would still go to hell. That is a biblical world view because as Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death”. That’s why Jesus had to die, why He had to be made sin for us.
This is the point of the gospel: If you’re going to give the gospel, you must get men, women and children to understand that they are sinners. They must understand that—but this is where we’re failing. This is why we have so many spurious decisions because people never grapple with the fact that they are sinners and have displeased a holy God so deserve eternal punishment. If you read Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan, and the story of others who have wrestled in agony knowing that surely a holy God had to send them to hell because they deserved it, how could they ever become right? You watch that struggle within them to make themselves right, to help themselves because God helps those who help themselves. (Some believed that before Thomas Jefferson ever put it into words.) But they couldn’t help themselves and they knew that. They struggled to change but couldn’t. 

Then one day they understood. One day the light fully came on. One day it was time for them to be born into the family of God and they passed from that channel, that grave of death, into eternal life because they saw that it was by faith and faith alone.
Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace (unmerited favor) you have been saved through faith; (taking God at His word that Christ died for our sins) and that not of yourselves, it (salvation) is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 
Those good works are this: That we walk according to the way the Word of God says to walk; that we live in the power of the Holy Spirit; that we continue in the faith. So works go with salvation. They do not give you salvation but they follow salvation. If there are no good works, look back to see if there has genuinely been a salvation since it is the gospel that transforms men.
2 – Jesus Christ was Resurrected
How does the gospel transform men? Does it do it simply because Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures? No, if He died and was buried, put in this tomb and laid out with this stone covering it, then that’s it—there’s no salvation because He died just like the rest. But: There was an empty tomb. There was a resurrection. He conquered sin. He conquered death. He lives. That’s the second part of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, (That’s the first thing anyone must know.) …and that He was buried,… Burial signified that a person was dead. The Jews believed that the spirit didn’t really leave the body until three days later, so if someone just died but woke up after a few hours, he was never really dead. Jesus was buried. …and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,… Jesus even tells us what one of those Scriptures is when, in His public ministry he said, “As Jonah was in the belly of a great fish (not whale) three days and three nights, even so must the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth.” Jesus died. He was buried but the third day He came up out of that tomb alive, never ever to die anymore. When He came out of that tomb He came out as the victor, the conqueror. Why? Because He had canceled death’s power. Now death can no longer hold those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Why? What gives death its power?

Hebrews 2:14a Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, (Since we are man, made of flesh and blood—human beings) He Himself (Jesus) likewise also partook of the same,… 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God and the word was God. 
John 1:14 And the word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory as of  the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. What does that mean? His Father was not our father. Our father was Adam; His father was God. Because Adam was our father, we got the gene of sin. We were born in sin. 

Psalms 51:5b And in sin my mother conceived me.

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 
We are born into this world as sinners but Jesus was born of the Father. There was no human sperm in that womb. It was (so to speak) the sperm—the conception—of God in that womb. It was God that placed Jesus in that womb. So Jesus was not born of Adam. You’ll find out what Jesus is in relationship to Adam when you do the next lesson. 
Jesus was born without sin, became flesh and blood so:

Hebrews 2:14b …that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; What gave the devil the power of death and when did he get it? It happened in the Garden of Eden when he seduced Eve through a lie and she believed him. She took the fruit of the tree, gave it to Adam and he ate. That’s when they became sinners. They believed a lie. Because they sinned, they had to die and that’s what gives Satan the power of death. 
But Jesus, who knew no sin, was made sin for us even though He was not a sinner. What Americans believe about that is wrong. Jesus Christ never ever committed sin. He paid for other men’s sins when He hung on the cross and went into the tomb because He had not sinned. God was able to raise Him from the dead because He paid the penalty, not for His sins (He was sinless) but for our sins. Then He delivered those who were subject to slavery their whole lives because the sin issue was taken care of. 
1 Corinthians 15:4 And that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, (see Psalm 16 also) And that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remains until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. In other words, they were not hallucinating. You can’t get 500 people to have the same hallucination. Not only this, but when Paul wrote this there were still eyewitnesses to the resurrection and no one called his hand. Why is the resurrection so important? In Romans 4, Paul talks about a righteousness that comes by faith and not by works. Abraham believed God before he was ever circumcised.
Romans 4:22-24 Therefore it was also credited to him as righteousness. Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, (Abraham) but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, Who raised Jesus? God. Who consigns men to hell? God, because they’re sinners. Who says “The wages of sin is death.”? God. That’s a biblical world view. Who says “The soul that sinneth, it shall surely die.”? God. God created hell and the lake of fire for the devil and his angels. When man chose to believe the devil then he followed the devil, therefore all mankind ends up in sin. Jesus, who knows no sin, was made to be sin for you and me. Because He’s sinless and the Lamb of God without spot or blemish who takes away our sins, when He dies and is buried, death can’t hold Him. The proof that His death on that cross paid for our sins in full and God’s holiness was propitiated (satisfied) is that He came out of the tomb, raised again.
Romans 4:25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification. “Justified” means “Declared righteous”. When Jesus Christ hung on that cross and paid for your sins, you know they were paid in full because when He died He only stayed in that grave three days and then came out of the tomb. He came from death never to die again because God says, “My holiness is satisfied,. The price has been paid in full. Raise Him from the dead. Death has no more power over Him.” Because Jesus Christ was raised, we’ll be raised also. That is a biblical world view. So is this: That when you, as a child of God, die, it’s not even called death. You simply go to sleep and wake up immediately in the presence of God Almighty. You’ve passed from death into life immediately because you’ve believed the gospel, embraced it, continued in it. You’ve understood that you’re a sinner, that Jesus Christ died for your sins and that there is no other one on the face of all this earth who could ever pay for your sins except the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. You’ve put your faith and trust in Him. By doing that, you know that God raised Him from the dead to walk in newness of life, thus you are raised to walk in newness of life also.
God doesn’t help those who help themselves but helps those who come to Him saying, “God, I can’t help myself. In me dwells no good thing. I can’t be good. I can’t stop sinning. I can’t turn my life around. Jesus is my only hope.” God replies, “Now that you see your impotence, I’m ready to move in.” It’s by faith, not by works. Believe on Jesus Christ and you will be saved. That’s a biblical world view—the only one that will hold for eternity. To believe anything else is to believe a lie, to be deceived and to spend eternity in the lake of fire where the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched. That’s not what God desires and that’s why He has you reading this. He wants you to be saved. You say, “How?” Well, you tell God you’re a sinner and you let Him deal with you in the light of 1 Corinthians 15.
