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PHILOSOPHIES
within the 
Corinthian Culture
GREEKS
In general, the Greeks believed in the immortality of the soul, but they did not accept the resurrection of the body. To them the resurrection of the body was unthinkable in view of the fact that they held the body to be the source of man’s weakness and sin. Death, therefore, was very welcome, since by it the soul would be liberated from the body; but resurrection was not welcome, because this would constitute another descent of the soul into the grave of the body.

S. Lewis Johnson, “First Corinthians” in The Wycliffe Bible Commentary.

Epicurians: There is no eternity (heaven/ hell). Since there is no accountability before God, then plunge into sin.

   “Don’t worry; Be happy.”  “You only go around once”,

 “Eat, Drink, Be Merry – for tomorrow we die”.  

Their early belief of achievement of happiness by serene detachment was replaced by a later, hedonistic pursuit of carnal pleasure. Paul debated these atheistic, materialistic philosophers in Acts 17:18.

Stoics: A celebrated school of severe and lofty pantheists, whose principle was that the universe was under the law of an iron Deity and that promoted a passionless conformity of the human will to this law. Unmoved by all external circumstances and changes, this philosophy seemed like the perfection of virtue. Stoics sought salvation in aligning the will with the inherent Reason of the universe, setting a high standard of personal conduct. Death brought a merging of the soul in deity, and so a loss of personality. While the Stoical was superior to the Epicurean system, both were hostile to the Gospel.

Platonists: The Platonists believed the soul passed through perpetual changes, now happy, and then again miserable-- Absolutely denied bodily resurrection.

JEWS

Sadducees: The “politically correct” Hellenistic Sadducees aimed at removing Judaism from its narrowness and sharing in the advantages of Greek life and culture. They denied a bodily resurrection (Acts 23:8).


Pharisees: This Jewish religious body held to the Old Testament scriptures regarding a bodily resurrection.

