True & False Conversions
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A TRUE Convert Bears the FRUIT of Salvation- 
1. Repentance: 180° turn from sin; ex. Zaccheus’ desire to bring restitution (4x) to those he had wronged

2. Grateful Heart: Cheerful disposition

3. Good Works: Others-centered, NOT self-centered (hobbies, interests)

4. Fruit of the Spirit: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control

5. Fruit of Righteousness: As defined by God’s Word  (not man’s opinion)

[image: image2.png]


KEY Parable: The Sower unlocks truth of True & False Conversions

Mark 4:3-5, 13-20 


 Bad Soil:   Rocky, Thorny    Good Soil:   30-60-100 fold!

Compare with Foolish V. Wise Virgins; Bad V. Good Fish; Tares V. Wheat; One who builds on the Sand V. Rock.
Six Characteristics of a FALSE Convert
 (Stony Ground Hearer)

	1
	Immediate result  Impressive, but no depth
	Mk 4:5

	2
	No moisture Lack of power,hunger for God’s Word
	Lu 8:6

	3
	No root       Faith dries up when trials come
	Mt 13:6

	4
	Receives word with gladness  …even tears
	Mk 4:16

	5
	Receives word with joy…at first
	Mt 13:20

	6
	Believes for a season basic truths, but no obedience
	Lu 8:13


No holiness, No love for righteousness, No hungering for God’s Word, No desire to seek/save the lost; No desire for Christian fellowship. Desires to impress outwardly, because there’s no inward fruit…may try to “steal” your time in counseling.
Three Things that EXPOSE False Converts : 

1. TRIBULATION: trials, problems, difficulties

2. TEMPTATION: Opportunities to sin: do wrong things that are pleasurable or NOT do right things that are unpleasant

3. [image: image3.wmf]PERSECUTION: insults and reproaches due to taking a stand for Jesus Christ

[image: image4.wmf]The “Sun” reveals things that we cannot see.

A good tree can’t bring forth bad fruit.
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AKA: Bitter Backslider, Mushroom Convert (spring up quickly), Wolf in sheep’s clothing.
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[image: image7.wmf]WARNING: False converts will sneak in among you and try to destroy the flock (Cultist Jim Jones: No Bibles in Jonestown)
REMEDY: By the LAW is the conviction of sin. Use the LAW               before explaining the Cross                   … it is the Law of Liberty!
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	1
	Bears Fruit- 100-fold!
	

	2
	Hears Word and understands it
	Mt 13:2

	3
	Greatly Rejoices/ Grows in the Sunshine of Tribulation, Temptation, Persecution
	


A Good Soil Hearer…
