Precept Ministries

1 Corinthians Part One

Lesson 1 – 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Is there anyone to whom you can say, “I became your father in the gospel,” or “I became your mother in the gospel.”? Or are you hesitant, reticent to share the gospel of Jesus Christ? It is time to be about our Father’s business, which is that of the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Why? Because it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first (and still to the Jew first) and also the Gentile or the Greek.
Right in the middle of 1 Corinthians, you can see Paul’s heart with respect to the gospel.

1 Corinthians 9:16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion (I am compelled); for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.
It’s the same for you and me. Woe to us if we do not preach the gospel. “But,” you say, “That was Paul’s commission; that was Paul’s calling as an apostle of Jesus Christ.”
1 Corinthians 15:34 Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for some have no knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame.  
Paul was writing to a group of people who lived in the very cosmopolitan city of Corinth —a city that the world passed through because it lay on an isthmus. This saved sailors much time in [bypassing] having to sail around the Peloponnesus of Greece to deliver their goods from the East to the West and from the West to the East. It was a city filled and enamored with knowledge, commerce, and iniquity—much like the major cities in the United States of America and around the world. Thus, it was a very cosmopolitan city. 
What Paul writes to those in Corinth, to those who know Jesus Christ, is “I speak to your shame that there are people in Corinth that do not understand and do not know the gospel of Jesus Christ.” In the book of Corinthians we will see our responsibility to share this gospel and to disciple those who respond to the gospel—to those who hear the call of God to become the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. Neither sharing the gospel nor discipling is easy. 

When you go out among John Q. Public, talking to them at a party or in the coffee room at work, is it easy for you to bring up the subject of the gospel of Jesus Christ? Is it easy for you to start talking to people about eternal matters? It’s not easy for Kay! 
Example from Kay’s Life
Kay is on the advisory board for the Billy Graham Institute of Evangelism. She had to fly to Chicago to go to Wheaton College to meet with the board to discuss how the Institute of Evangelism was going and to brainstorm how to further the ministry. So Kay got on this ASA flight. It was a puddle jumper and the weather wasn’t so hot. She opened her Bible and began to read. She prayed, “Lord, if you want me to share the gospel with this man sitting next to me, I will. But you’re going to have to show me how to get into it.” The man finally turned to Kay and spoke to her. He was looking out the window and making some comments. Kay began to talk to him. He was from Cleveland, Tennessee, which was near Precepts. 
Just because of the way the conversation went, she asked something she normally doesn’t: “What church do you go to?” Because she thought she would find out whether he was in church or not. He told her so she asked him how long he’d known the Lord Jesus Christ as his savior. He thought and thought, counting how many years since he had come to know the Lord Jesus Christ. Kay said, “That’s wonderful.” He had told her what business he was in and that he travels all around, so she asked, “Do you get many opportunities to share the gospel with the people you associate with?” He looked at Kay and didn’t answer. Finally he said to her, “I really don’t take the opportunity.” She said something more but his eyes were closed. She thought, “Okay, end of conversation.” But at least she had crossed that hurdle—and it was a hurdle. 
She had to stop and remember that unless a person knows the Lord Jesus Christ, they are going to live forever in a place called hell. They’re going to be eternally separated from God, and not only that, but their blood is going to be on her hands because Kay had the opportunity to share but didn’t. Woe be unto her if she doesn’t preach the gospel. 
The plane was coming down to land. The man grabbed the air sick bag, held it to his mouth and became sick as a dog. Kay wondered, “Did I do that to him?” She hadn’t thought the flight was that rough so maybe she had made him nauseated. She took Kleenex out of her purse and gave it to him. She apologized as they landed and he replied, “I think it was the devil.”
The Concluding Message in Each Gospel
Sharing the gospel is not easy and not without cost. Discipling a person is not easy. It is not without cost and not without pain. That’s what you’ll see in the book of 1 Corinthians.

It is in your job description to share the gospel of Jesus Christ. We’re going to look at the conclusion of each of the gospels just so you are convinced of this. Why? Because as Kay wrote down her goals for us taking this course, one of her desired results is that God would stir and motivate us and that we would respond and in turn share the gospel of Jesus Christ. Why? Because the hour is late and our country (indeed the world) is in a sad state of affairs. The only answer, the only cure, is not to change the political scene or the economic situation but to introduce people to the Lord Jesus Christ. That’s one of Kay’s goals.

At the end of the gospel of Mark, Jesus appears to the eleven as they are reclining at the table and reproaches them for their unbelief and hardness of heart because they have not believed those who had seen Him after He had risen from the dead. 
Mark 16:15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” 
If you have any doubt about what the gospel is, you’ll understand it in depth by chapter 15 because you have a thorough explanation of the gospel of Jesus Christ in 1 Corinthians.
Mark 16:16 “He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.” 
Woe be unto me if I preach not the gospel. Paul says to those at Corinth that some do not know the gospel. Some do not know Jesus Christ. He says this to their shame. You might say, “I’m reticent to share the gospel. I don’t know how to do it.” Well, as you study the Word of God and go through the books of the Bible verse by verse and chapter by chapter, you’re going to find that you’re equipped to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with all those whom God lays upon your heart because you’ll know the Word of God. It’ll be dwelling in you richly. 
At the end of Luke, Jesus has appeared to the men on the road to Emmaus. He has explained the Scriptures to them. Now he meets with his disciples and is standing in their midst. 

Luke 24:44 Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
As you study the Word of God inductively and go through the Psalms and the Law and the Prophets, you’re going to understand Scriptures that [were written to] show the Jews that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God, and the way to eternal life. 

Luke 24:45-48 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them, “thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”
In essence, He’s just given them the gospel which is this:  Jesus Christ, who was without sin, who was the Son of God, who never ever sinned, who always and only did those things that pleased the Father; that Jesus Christ died in their place, that He is the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world. So when died He gave us forgiveness of sins. [His death] allowed us to have forgiveness because our sins were paid for in full—the debt was paid. Not only did He die but He rose again from the dead. This shows that God’s holiness was propitiated (satisfied). 
Luke 24:47 And that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
What is repentance? It is a change of mind. It is hearing the truth about Jesus Christ, hearing the truth about yourself, that you’re condemned, that you’re a sinner who needs a savior, and that Jesus is the only one who can save you from your sins. So when you repent you have a change of mind and you believe what God says. You have repentance from your sins.

Luke 24:48-49 You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending forth the promise of my Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” They are to go and proclaim this good news. 

At the end of Matthew it is emphasized even more.

Matthew 28:16-19 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

“Go therefore”: I have all authority on heaven and on earth. I’m exercising that authority, saying, “Go therefore”… And do what?
Matthew 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
So Jesus has all authority and He commissions us to go and to make disciples. What is a disciple? A follower of Jesus Christ—a learner, a follower. So we are to go and make disciples, to call people out of the world by giving the glorious news of this gospel. We are calling them then to come and be followers of Jesus Christ. Kay personally believes that everyone who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ—genuinely believes—is a disciple of Jesus Christ. Kay believes that salvation and discipleship are synonymous. Though you are saved by grace, the evidence of your salvation is that you follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They are to teach these disciples to observe all things that Jesus Christ has commanded. 

Where are all these things? They are in the Bible and that’s why you are studying this book. So many times we want to get into the Word of God for what it can do for us and then we stop there. We want it to make us healthy and wealthy and take away our problems, etc. Then we stop there. A lot of Christian teaching in the United States of America, unfortunately, is centered this way—centered on me, on my happiness, on my welfare, on my relationships, on my comfort, etc. It’s not to stop with me. It’s to go on. It’s time for us to be healed and get on with it. It’s time for us to believe God and move forward and go out into that world because God has called us to go out and to reach the world for the Lord Jesus Christ. That’s the gospel. 
The gospel is the good news of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the life that comes in His name. The final word of each of the gospels is a commission. 

At the end of the gospel of John, Jesus is speaking to Simon Peter. They had just eaten broiled fish that Jesus had prepared for them on the shores of Galilee. 

John 21:15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 
The word for “tend” is “bosko” (βοσκε). It means “to nourish” or “provide food”. Jesus says, “Do you love me? Then I want you to tend, to nourish, to feed, my lambs.”
John 21:16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 
The word for “shepherd” is “poimaino” (ποιμαινε). It means “to guard”, “to guide”, “to lead”. So he is to feed the sheep, guard the sheep, guide, lead, to watch over the sheep. 

When all these commissions were given, Paul was not among the eleven disciples (remember that Judas had defected.) Paul was not there. As the Bible says, he was one “born out of due time.” Yet Jesus came to him and taught him from the Scriptures Himself and commissioned Paul to go forth to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. So this commission would be to Paul also.

Theme of 1 Corinthians
What is 1 Corinthians about? It’s about the feeding, the guarding, the teaching of those who have become followers of Jesus Christ.

1. Reports of Divisions and Quarrels: Paul exhorts these people whom he has led to Christ, to agree because there are divisions and quarrels reported among them. 
1 Corinthians 1:10-11 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren by Chloe’s people
“Chloe’s people”? Does that mean Chloe is gossiping? No, Chloe is concerned. Once you lead someone to Christ, you have the responsibility to see that person go on to maturity in Christ Jesus—to help that person as they follow the Lord Jesus Christ, to feed them the Word of God, to take care of them, to guide them and to lead them. 
…that there are quarrels among you. Thus, Paul, in 1 Corinthians, is exhorting them to agree because of the divisions and quarrels that have been reported.
2. To Admonish: Paul writes to admonish his children. 
1 Corinthians 4:14-15 I do not write these things (you’ll understand these things he writes as you study in greater depth) to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 
Paul came into the city of Corinth and shared the gospel with them. When they believed, he became their father. “Now I’m writing to you because I became your father in the gospel and I want you to become imitators of me. Look at the way I’m walking, living, teaching. I want you to become imitators of me.” Many times we don’t go forth and share like we should and disciple like we should because we aren’t like we should be. We can’t say to others “Be imitators of me.” But if you’ll get into the Word of God and study diligently; if you’ll have ears to hear and eyes to see and a heart to believe and a will to obey—to do what God says—you can say to others “Be imitators of me,” even though you’re not perfect. Because Paul says in Philippians 3, “I have not attained, but I’m pressing on toward the prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus.” 

Paul, therefore, is writing to this church because there are divisions among them, quarrels among them. It’s been reported so he’s writing to exhort them. But he’s also writing to admonish them. This is part of the discipling process that we are to be involved in.
3. To Be True to the Lord’s Commandments: Paul uses the word “write” again. You have to understand it in the context that he’s speaking concerning spiritual gifts in chapters 12-14 and he doesn’t want them to be ignorant concerning spiritual gifts. But there’s a principle to see in these verses. 
1 Corinthians 14:36-37 Was it from you that the Word of God first went forth? Or has it come to you only? If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write to you are the Lord’s commandment. 
These verses are in context to what he has just written to them regarding spiritual gifts but there is a principle here: In his discipling, he is writing to them the things that are true to the Lord’s commandments. 
Today, there are so many people teaching things that are not true to the Word of God. They are teaching figments of their imagination. Kay was watching one station that has a program on every night that comes from where this station is supported. They asked, “When are we going to have another debt burning?” The reply was “We still have the altar.” They showed an altar that had coals on it, like a grill without a lid on top. The man said, “Brother So-and-so had a revelation from the Lord that we should send in $2000 even if we have to borrow money. God will then burn up our debts, then you could send in all your debts and we could put them on the altar and they would burn up.” But this is not discipling according to the Lord’s commandment. It’s discipling according to the figment of one man’s imagination, something that he has gained in some dream or hallucination that is not from God because that is not Biblical. 
It is our responsibility not to look at the Bible just as “What is it going to do for me?” but rather “What does this book say?” How am I going to handle this book accurately? How am I going to give this book the time it needs so I really understand these truths so that when I share them with others, I am sharing the truth. Not twisted, not perverted, not distorted for my own means or my own gains or my own ministry or my television station or whatever, but I am sharing the good and pure and unadulterated Word of God. Because we have pulled back and not done what we are supposed to do, others have stepped in to try to fill the void with chaff and not wheat, with distortion and not truth, with a lie instead of the pure Word of God. 
When Paul writes to exhort them not to have divisions, know that those divisions are not based on a unity that comes at the cost of, or the veracity of, the Word of God. There is a call for unity—and yes, we are to have unity—but there is to be integrity also in handling the Word of God. As you study you’ll find out why those divisions exist and see far more the depth of this. 

Then he writes to admonish them because they are not behaving properly. 

What he’s writing is the commandment of the Lord. It’s truth. That’s what we are studying: truth. We have to know this truth so we can bring it up as a plumbline against every single thing we hear and believe. Discipling involves bringing a person to the point where they become a follower of Jesus Christ, being taught to observe everything God has commanded us.
Outline of 1 Corinthians
As Paul talks to the people to whom he has introduced Jesus Christ, he deals with their problems in chapters 1-6. There are problems in this church. He is responsible for them. They are his children in the Lord. He must admonish them. He must handle their problems. He can’t gloss over or neglect them but confront them. In chapters 7-16, Paul deals with their questions. 

First Corinthians is the first letter we have that Paul wrote to the Corinthians but it’s not the first letter that he wrote to them, as we’ll see in the text. The letter he wrote before this one was not preserved. Why did God choose to preserve this letter? Kay believes that this letter is desperately needed in our time right now because the church is full of problems. The church has questions and we need to know God’s answers.

1 Corinthians 1:11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you.
1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. 
Are you in a church where there are quarrels or divisions? Are there groups where some follow the pastor, some the youth director, some the deacon or some elders? Are you in a church where immorality is going on? Are you in a church where you see someone walk away from his wife and a month later he’s sitting in church with another woman and his wife is sitting on the other side? What do you do? Is this normal Christianity? No, so Paul deals with these problems.
1. 1 Corinthians 1-4: Divisions

a. The cause of these divisions

b. How these divisions are manifested

2. 1 Corinthians 5-6: Judging (not judging properly) 
If ever there was a problem in the church in the United States of America it’s that we’re not judging things properly. We have believed people saying “Judge not lest ye be judged,” and telling people what they can and can’t judge, that they have no right to judge. It has affected our culture so that there’s no right, there’s no wrong, there’s no judgment of anything. Since we’re all bad or all messed up, you don’t judge. That is what Paul will deal with in a broad sense.

3. 1 Corinthians 7-16: Questions What do these questions concern?

a. Chapter 7: Married, Unmarried, Virgins


This is a pivot point like in basketball when you pivot to change direction. Paul is pivoting from the problems he’s been dealing with in the early chapters to now concerning the questions they have. Verse 25: Now concerning virgins.
b. Chapters 8-10: Idols 
Now concerning things sacrificed to idols… “Idols” is mentioned over and over.

c. Chapter 11: Praise or don’t praise
Verse 2: I praise you because… Verse 17: I do not praise you because… So you see Paul discipling: I praise you because of this and I do not praise you because of this. Thus he is discipling them.
d. Chapter 12-14: Spiritual gifts, spirituality 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts.

e. Chapter 15: Gospel and resurrection 
Here Paul does not use the phrase “now concerning”, but he talks about the gospel and our resurrection. Now I make known to you brethren the gospel I preach to you. Paul talks about the gospel and our resurrection from the dead.
f. Chapter 16: Collection for the saints.

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenese our brother, to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
That’s how Paul opens his letter. Paul delivered the gospel to these people. What happened? This is summarized for us in this introduction: They were sanctified. They became saints by calling.

1 Corinthians 1:2  to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: 
When Paul came, they heard the gospel and they were sanctified. What does this mean? They were set apart. The mass of mankind lives in Corinth. Paul comes to Corinth and brings the gospel. One woman (call her Sarah) hears the gospel and believes. She then comes out of that mass of mankind and becomes a saint, sanctified in Christ Jesus. What does that mean? She comes out of there, becomes set apart, then is called a saint. That’s what belongs to every person who comes to know the Lord. We’re all saints. We’re saints by calling. We’ve heard the gospel, we’ve believed the gospel in our hearts, we’ve received the Lord Jesus Christ so we are saints by calling. “They have called upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ who has become their Lord.” What does “Lord” mean? God. Jesus has become her God.
Romans 10:8-10 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord (as God), and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 
Romans 10:13-15 For “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news (preach glad tidings) of good things!” Are your feet beautiful?
The man on the plane (with Kay) may have thrown up, but Kay’s feet were beautiful because she was obedient to God to preach the gospel. When she found out he knew the gospel, she thought she’d disciple a little to see how he was doing sharing the gospel.
So the believing woman (Sarah) is sanctified. She is set apart. Now she stands in the grace of God. God’s grace is unmerited, unearned favor. She didn’t do anything to earn this; all she did was believe because Jesus did everything for her. He paid the price.

1 Corinthians 1:4 I thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given to you in Christ Jesus.

She’s moved out of death into life. She’s moved from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light. She’s moved from the power of Satan into the kingdom of God. She’s received forgiveness of sins. She stands in the grace of God, as Romans 5 says. Now, standing in the grace of God, she’s enriched in Christ Jesus.

1 Corinthians 1:5a that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 
Why does Paul mention that? Why does he specifically say to the Corinthians that they were enriched in all things—in all speech and all knowledge? What are they impressed with? Speech and knowledge. As a matter of fact (discipleship is painful) they take Paul to task in 2 Corinthians and say that his speech is contemptible. What he wants them to see is that they are enriched in these things because they have stepped into the grace of God (the “charis”) and have received the “charismata” (gifts) of God. You have also stepped into the grace of God and have received all the gifts of God. Grace is given to them. “Grace” is “charis” (χαρις). 

1 Corinthians 1:5-7 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and knowledge, even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift.
“Gift” is “charismata” (χαρισματι). What word does that remind you of? Charismatic. So here is a church that has the grace of God and, as a result, they are not lacking in any gift of God—a gift that comes by grace; a gift that comes because you are a partaker of grace; a gift that comes because you have been brought out of this world to stand in the grace of God so that everything that belongs to Jesus Christ now belongs to you. You are heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. Later on as we study you will get these “charismata” all in perspective.

1 Corinthians 1:7-8 , so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The believing woman (Sarah) has been brought out of darkness into light. She has been set aside and is now a saint. She stands in the grace of God, not lacking in any spiritual gift. God guarantees her that He is going to present her and preserve her blameless until the coming of Jesus Christ. Until the revelation of Jesus Christ, she will be preserved blameless so that when she stands before Almighty God, there won’t be any condemnation to Sarah because she is in Christ Jesus. This is the church that Paul is writing to. 
1 Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Called into fellowship. The word for “fellowship” is “koinonia” (κοινωνια) which means “to share in common”. Grace is everything that Jesus Christ is and has made available to us. What does Sarah do? She shares this in common with the Lord Jesus Christ. She has been called into fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But there’s a problem in the church and it’s the same problem in the church today, and that is: everyone who is sitting in the pew hasn’t had that experience that Sarah has had. There are some sitting in the pew who are so-called brothers, who are deceived because their lives have never been changed. We’ll see that as we study 1 Corinthians. And you’ll finally maybe understand the difference between the false and the true—how genuine Christianity behaves and how it looks. You’ll also understand how you can know, how you can judge properly and not be caught up in divisions. What’s Kay’s burden for us? That we get out there and share this gospel. That we disciple people, teaching them to observe all things that God has commanded us to. If we’re going to be good disciplers, we have to be like Paul: a man or a woman of the Bible. 
That’s what this course is all about—to study it so that you won’t be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine and cunning craftiness of men but that you will know the true gospel and that you will become an embracer and a defender of the Word of God which is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
