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Can you imagine having the mind of Christ and not using it? How inane. How absolutely silly and foolish to have the mind of Christ but turn to the thoughts of men. That’s called carnality. You may find that you have been using the term “carnal” in the wrong way. As you look at the Word of God you will see truth in these passages in 1 Corinthians, then you will see for yourself whether you have the mind of Christ, and whether you are using it—or not.

An overview of 1 Corinthians is important. Whenever you are in the marketplace, in the business world, talking to your kids, or sitting in your church, you have the book of 1 Corinthians in your heart. You can expound on it. In teaching this book, Kay finds herself using it over and over as she talks to people.

The Christians in Corinth were boasting in men. They were following men and choosing sides. It was carnality. It produced several things:

1. Divisions

1 Corinthians 1:10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. This is, in essence, the mind of Christ. They’re all thinking even as Jesus Christ thought.

2. Quarrels

1 Corinthians 1:11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you. In 1 Corinthians 3:17-21, there was an enamorment with the wisdom of men. [The Corinthian Christians] were boasting in themselves and boasting in men. Paul picks up the subject of this enamorment with the wisdom of men in chapter 1 verse 17 and carries it all the way through chapters 3:17-23.
1 Corinthians 3:18-23 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become foolish that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it is written, “He (God) is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness”; and again, “The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless.” So then <conclusion> let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you. And you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God. So this enamorment with men—this boasting in men—is absolute foolishness because they are boasting in the wisdom in the world and God is going to catch the wise of this world in their craftiness. This is the way their carnality is manifested. It is also manifested in jealousy, strife and walking like mere men.

1 Corinthians 3:3-4 For you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, (If you use the King James Version, the word used for “fleshly” is “carnal”.) …and are you not walking like mere men? For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men?
3. Arrogance. In chapter 4 this carnality manifested itself in arrogance on behalf of the others.
1 Corinthians 4:6, 18-19 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that in us you might learn not to exceed what is written, in order that no one of you might become arrogant (puffed up) in behalf of one against the other. Now some have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. But I will come to your soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant, but their power. For the kingdom of God does not consist in words, but in power. In chapter 5:1-2 there is arrogance over sin in the church. They aren’t handling sin in the way they should.
1 Corinthians 5:2 And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in order that the one who had done this deed (the one who was sleeping with his father’s wife) might be removed from your midst. When we have the mind of Christ but don’t use it or operate in it, but instead walk in our carnality, our fleshliness, you’ll find:

1. Divisions, 
2. Quarrels, 
3. People enamored with the wisdom of men over the wisdom of God, 
4. Jealousy, 
5. Strife, 
6. People walking like mere men, 
7. Arrogance among some on behalf of the others, and you’ll find 
8. Arrogance in regard to sin. 
Rather than mourning over sin in the church and doing something about it, they had not dealt with it in a Biblical way since they weren’t operating according to the mind of Christ. They weren’t thinking the way they ought. They were carnal. 

Carnality Manifests Itself in Believing the Wisdom of Men
1 Corinthians 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, that the cross of Christ should not be made void. When Paul delivered the gospel he went among them but determined to know nothing among them except Christ crucified. When he went to preach, he preached the message of the cross but he didn’t deliver it in cleverness of speech. If he had, then the power of the message of the cross would be void because people would think that the way you persuade men is in the cleverness of your speech rather than the power of the message that is being preached.

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. You deliver the message but if those people don’t believe it, it’s foolishness to them. They say, “That’s stupid—who can believe it?” Then they walk away just like they walked away on Mars Hill when Paul was giving forth the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 1:18b-19 But <contrast> to us who are being saved (who are embracing that message, who are walking in that salvation) it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.” Paul contrasts the wisdom of men with the wisdom of God because these Corinthians have the mind of Christ but aren’t using it. They aren’t thinking Biblically but are enamored with the wisdom of this world and with man. There were many philosophers in Corinth who expounded their human wisdom in that city.

1 Corinthians 1:19-21 For it is written, (Perfect tense: It was written in the past and it remains to be true.) “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom… The world through its wisdom, its rationality, its educational understanding and prowess, did not come to know God. Since the world through its wisdom couldn’t figure out God, couldn’t make Him fit by the rationale of their minds, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. If man sits down by himself with his own finite human pea brain (compared to the brain of God) to try to figure out this plan of salvation, it doesn’t compute. It’s absolutely foolish that you would take one man, who was God, and make Him a human being; have Him be born of a virgin (which they say is absolutely foolish); have Him live all His life always and only pleasing God; being tempted in everything we are yet without sin; then nail Him to a cross and watch Him die; then say, “That’s going to save mankind?” It’s foolishness to the world, yet the message doesn’t stop there. When He was nailed to that cross: 
2 Corinthians 5:21 He (God) made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
So one man is going to die, not only for a whole nation, but for a whole world? [Only one man from among all] the men who have ever been born—from Adam through all the men who will ever die until this One who is hanging on this cross comes back again and sits on His throne as King of kings and Lord of lords to rule the whole world and put it in subjection under His feet and then give it over to God? It’s foolishness—absolute foolishness. Then you tell me that after He died on the cross He was buried and then three days later He came out of the grave and was seen by many and that He’s never going to die again—and that when He went to heaven He went in the same body that died on the cross and was buried and was raised again from the dead? It’s foolishness.
God says, “To the world it’s foolishness. But the foolishness of that message is the power of God unto salvation.” This message—this foolish message to the world—takes a person who is deep in the depths of sin, absolutely sets her free, transforms her and gives her a brand new life with forgiveness of sins, no condemnation, no guilt. [It enables her] to walk in righteousness with victory over sin. Where she was an adulteress, no longer is she one but a clean woman, a pure woman, who walks in holiness and righteousness. Where her language was profane, now it has purity. Where her character was one way, now it has changed. Where, if she said before, “Follow me,” she would lead them deeper into sin, now she can say, “Follow me” and she’ll lead them deeper into righteousness. How do you explain it? It’s the gospel. It’s the wisdom of God, not of man.
1 Corinthians 1:22-25 For indeed Jews ask for signs, “Show us a sign that you’re the Christ.” Did he? Yes, He showed them plenty of signs. The greatest of all was His being raised from the dead. John 2 lays out both the first miracle: the water into wine, and the last miracle: from death unto life—resurrection. …and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified… “The Jews ask for a sign but I don’t give them a sign. A foolish and perverse generation seeks a sign. The Greeks want wisdom but I don’t reason with them according to the wisdom of men; I don’t bring forth the gospel in the words of the world. I don’t need to. I just bring forth the message.” …but we preach Christ crucified to Jews a stumbling block, The Jews can’t believe that, they stumble over Him. Either Jesus becomes a stepping stone that leads one to God and to righteousness or He becomes a stumbling block that leads one down. …and to the Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, (This gospel is for Jews, Greeks and Gentiles) Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
1 Corinthians 2:16b But we have the mind of Christ. 

The mind of Christ understands this but the problem was that the Corinthians were not using the mind they had. We know that the church collectively was Christian—Paul establishes that—but they’re not using that mind. Rather, they are enamored with the wisdom of men. 

Carnality Manifests Itself in Boasting in Men.
They were boasting in and elevating men. Paul says, “Excuse me, turn around, I want to tell you something. Listen to me carefully. You think you’re so smart but let me tell you who God has chosen.”

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are, that no man should boast before God. 
They had become arrogant and were boasting in themselves and others. Paul says, “Wait a minute. Let me tell you who God has chosen. The majority of whom God has chosen are not the kind of men and women you are admiring.” If you’re thinking that God can’t use you, it’s no accident that you’re [reading] this lecture. Kay has prayed for you to listen and that God would draw you to Himself. Maybe you’ve said, “There’s no way God could want me. Look at who I was. Look at where I’ve been. I have nothing to offer.” God replies, “I don’t need anything. I don’t need your ability. All I need is your availability because I’ve got all the ability that you need.”
1 Corinthians 1:30-31 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
What do you need the wisdom of the world for if you have the mind of Christ and the wisdom of God? Does this mean we don’t need an education? No. But it means that we need to take the education the world gives us and sift it through the Word of God to see if it passes truth. If it does, we embrace it, but if it is contrary to truth, we discard it. Why? That education is just the wisdom of men but the Word is the wisdom of God (and I have the mind of Christ.) 
But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us… What did Jesus become to Kay that day she bowed her knee on July 16, 1963 at the age of 29 to receive Jesus Christ as her savior? He became wisdom from God, and (both) righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, He has redeemed us and bought us out of the slave market of sin. We’re no longer our own, we’ve been bought with a price (see 1 Corinthians 6); He has become sanctification to us. He has taken us out this world to set us apart for himself. We are His beloved. He called us beloved when there was nothing lovely about us. We have His righteousness. Why? Because Christ is in us so that we have been declared righteous. His Holy Spirit is within us so that we have the ability to walk in righteousness and to do what is right. That’s what Christianity is all about. …that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” –who has become all these things to me.
How is this manifested? In chapter 2:1-5 we see the contrast of Paul’s example of walking in the mind of Christ in the wisdom of God versus the wisdom of men. 

Walking in the Wisdom of God versus the Wisdom of Men
1 Corinthians 2:1 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. Paul didn’t come in with eloquent or superior speech using fifty dollar words and pulling out all this philosophical argument. In fact, people were constantly looking down at Paul because he was not eloquent. Now, Apollos was, and that’s why some followed Apollos and some followed Paul. Maybe those who weren’t eloquent themselves followed Paul because he made them feel comfortable. In any case, Paul wants them to see that he didn’t have to come to them in eloquence. How did he come? It so helps Kay to know this.
Sometimes Kay thinks she’s going to die of a heart attack just getting up to speak because she gets nervous. Her heart starts pounding. Why? Because she’s so afraid that she’s going to get in the way of God. She’s so afraid something will happen to prevent His message going forth in power. She goes to speak in fear and trembling because she doesn’t bring the same message every time. She thinks, “God, what is Your message for these people?” This group may be different than another group. She doesn’t have any pat messages that she pulls out of her pocket saying, “Well, this has had good response,” or “That one’s popular.” Sometimes she brings messages she’s never brought before. Thus, she can relate to Paul.
1 Corinthians 2:2-4 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, Do you ever share the gospel and feel like an idiot because you can’t get the right words out or express yourself? Or you’re standing there talking to someone so brilliant that they intimidate you? But you are so trusting in God that you go ahead and say it—and feel Him. 
Elisabeth Elliot’s family had a dictionary at the table, so she knows all these big words. Kay said, “Elisabeth, when I’m with you I feel like I’m in kindergarten and you’re in post-graduate work because of the difference in our vocabulary.” She’s such a woman of God. 
It really doesn’t matter how the message comes out, just as long as it’s His message, just as long as you’re relying on Him. …but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, When you give forth the message, all you have to do is have the mind of Christ, give it forth in its simplicity and in dependence upon God and know this: That it will be energized by the Spirit of God. It will have the power of God in it because it is the message of God and it is the words of God. You don’t have to dress it up so you can take it out. 
Kay’s husband has to dress her up but he can’t take her out because she’s a mess even when he dresses her up. Something’s always wrong. She always tells people, “If you’ll love me you’ll tell me when I have gunk in the corner of my eyes.”
1 Corinthians 2:5 That your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God. 
So we come with this simplicity of message using the mind of Christ, thinking like Christ says, knowing where the power is so that when we give the message it’s not because of the messenger or the way it was delivered. It is believed because of the message itself. It should not rest on the wisdom of men but on the power of God.
In chapter 2:6-9, Paul talks about the wisdom of God. He is learning and giving forth wisdom. 

1 Corinthians 2:6-7 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature… In the Greek: “teleioi” (τελείοις); It means “to mature”, “to grow up”. Many times it’s translated as “perfect” which simply means “mature”; a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages to our glory; the wisdom… What is this “wisdom in a mystery”? Many times when you don’t understand the Word of God, read it over and over, marking words and making lists and you’ll see what He’s saying. … which God predestined (marked out beforehand) before the ages to our glory; To a correct opinion and estimate of what God had planned for man and what God desires for man. “Glory” means “that which seems” and it means “to give a correct opinion”, or “a correct estimate”. Man is not the scum of the earth. Man was created by God. Man had God’s breath breathed into him. Man was formed in the image of God. The image got distorted but God is in the process of taking what was distorted and making it something that is beautiful, restoring what we lost in Adam, restoring it through what we discover by receiving the last Adam—the second Adam—Jesus Christ (see Romans.)

1 Corinthians 2:8 The wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; If they, in their human wisdom, could have understood what they were doing, they never would have done it. But they didn’t have the mind of Christ; they were walking in the wisdom of men, so they could not understand. This mystery “mysterion” (μυστηρίω) means “something you must be initiated in”, “something undiscoverable by human wisdom”. It’s a mystery. Paul was given the glorious privilege of revealing this mystery (this is told in Ephesians). This glorious mystery was Christ in you, the hope of glory (see Colossians). In Ephesians, he says, “This is the mystery: Jew and Gentile in one body, and that one body is in Christ. So the whole mystery of salvation is that you’re in Christ and Christ is in you and that is your hope in glory. So this is the mystery.

1 Corinthians 2:9 But just as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him.” Here’s the wisdom of God. This passage is not referring to seeing heaven because that’s not the context. Wisdom is the subject therefore the context. Thus, regarding the wisdom of God: Eye has not seen, ear has not heard. It has not entered the heart of man (it’s just not there) all that God has prepared for those who love Him. But <contrast> God has revealed it to us through His Spirit.
1 Corinthians 2:10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. The Bible is the wisdom of God. Before you were a Christian, did you learn much from this book? Did it really click? Did you think it was wonderful or awesome? Did that happen before you were saved? Before Kay got saved she thought, “What a boring book!” She tried to read it because she was supposed to be a Christian and they were supposed to read the Bible. 
Professors have read the Bible through and thought it was all myths. It didn’t do a thing for them. But when you take somebody who receives Christ and they open the book, they see. “Whoa! Why didn’t I read this before? Why didn’t I enjoy this before? Why didn’t I understand this before?” According to 2 Corinthians, when you come to know Christ a veil comes off and you see. You’ve moved from darkness to light. When you turn on the light you see a lot. This is what happens when we receive the Spirit. What we could not naturally know because it was the wisdom of God, God has given us through his Spirit.
1 Corinthians 2:10 For (“gar”: γάρ) to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. What are the benefits of the Spirit that are laid down here? Remember the illustration of DL Moody in lesson 3? God took a man who butchered the king’s English, didn’t put a period down or capitalize letters, was raised by different relatives, by his own bootstraps and was a shoe salesman, and God used him as a mighty instrument to bring revival.

The first time Kay spoke at the Moody Bible Institute, she made a fool of herself. She stood up to speak (it was the first time she met Dory Van Stone who is now on her staff) all she could do was cry. She would cry and then say, “Excuse me,” and then cry some more. Then she would excuse herself and cry some more. On top of that she was bringing a message she’d never brought before that God had given her. She was a mess. She thought they would never invite her back again. Why did she cry? Because she was standing where DL Moody stood, where Isabel Coon stood. Where all these great people have stood. God took this man who was a nobody, the base, the foolish—and look what God has done through DL Moody.
DL Moody’s message was three-fold: 1) You’re ruined by the fall, 2)You’re redeemed by the blood and 3) You’re regenerated by the Spirit. So here you are regenerated by the Spirit. Watch what you learn about the Spirit (you might want to mark every reference to the Spirit.):
1 Corinthians 2:10 For to us God revealed them… Them things which eye has not seen nor ear has heard; them things which ain’t entered into the heart of man. God has revealed them to us through the Spirit. Why? For the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. Man has the Holy Spirit in him. Man is limited in his knowledge, his education, his years, his experiences. But the Holy Spirit knows God. The Holy Spirit is part of the divine Godhead—one corner of the triangle of the Trinity. The Spirit, who is now indwelling man, knows the depths of God. He knows the mind of God and the thinking of God. So here we are with our little finite pea brains and our mouths hanging open, when all of a sudden into our little finite human pea brains comes understanding. The light goes on and we’re no longer in darkness because we have just discerned the mind of God. What our eyes could not see, our ears could not hear, what our hearts could not comprehend, God has revealed to us by His Spirit because the Spirit searches the depths of God.

1 Corinthians 2:11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. No one knows the thoughts of God. Despite all your brilliance or beauty or education, no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. The only One who knows the mind of God, the heart of God, the things of God is the Spirit of God. What did we get when we got saved, when we believed that Jesus Christ died for our sins, when we saw ourselves as sinners and we said, “I believe that you are God, You died in my place, You were buried, raised again from the dead, and I am going to receive You as my Lord and my God and my Savior.”? What happens? The Holy Spirit moves inside. The Holy Spirit knows the mind of God so when He moves inside He gives us that mind so that we can understand God.
1 Corinthians 2:12-13 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, (the wisdom of the world) but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. Because we have the Spirit we understand the spiritual. Because we have the Spirit we have the wisdom of God and the mind of God.

1 Corinthians 2:14 But a natural man… This is a man who does not have the Spirit of God—a man who is born and just lives apart from Jesus Christ, who either never receives Jesus or has not yet done so. But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness (it’s stupid) to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. They are spiritually discerned, spiritually understood, but the natural man does not have the Holy Spirit living inside him. Therefore he doesn’t have access to the mind of God, to the depths of God. His brain does not have that privilege of understanding because the Holy Spirit is not there. He is just a natural man whose heart is deceitful and desperately wicked. He’s cut off from God. Paul is saying to these Corinthians that they are going around in their carnality admiring the wisdom of men when they have the wisdom of God and accessibility to the mind of Christ yet they’re enamored with the wisdom of this world. They’re following men instead of following Jesus Christ. They’re choosing sides when all these men belong to Jesus in the first place. Apollos belongs to Jesus, Cephas belongs to Jesus… Paul says, “We’re nothing—we’re simply servants of God.”
The word for “natural” here is “psychikos” (ψυχικος). That means “that which pertains to the soul or to life.” In other words, you’re just natural.

1 Corinthians 2:15 But he who is spiritual “Pneumatikos” (πνευματικος); “breath” or “breathe” is part of the word. Once you become a child of God, the breath of God, ie, the Spirit of God, comes inside of you and it makes you spiritual. …appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man. 
Have you ever been with someone or in a crowd where you have shared the gospel of Jesus Christ and they all start to tear you down, laugh at you and say, “That’s so stupid. That’s so foolish. Come on kid, grow up—use your head.”? You stand there as the Lone Ranger because those who might have been on your side are too cowardly to come over. You feel out of it because you’re being appraised. Instead, throw back those shoulders and stand up straight. They can’t appraise you. All they have is that limited finite human knowledge and wisdom. You have the mind of God. They’re the loser, not you. You don’t let the world sit in judgment on you. You’ve heard professors say, “How many people believe that foolishness in the Bible?” One person raises their hand and then the professor proceeds to take them apart. That person just slithers down in their chair. Don’t slither down—sit up straight. Just give him the Word. You say, “But he’s tearing it apart.” It doesn’t matter. It’s a sword. Let him touch it. Let him try to destroy the sword. The sword—the Word of God—is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. It’s the mind of God, the wisdom of God. Now comes the verse Kay has been going for all this time:
1 Corinthians 2:16 For “Who has known the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ. We have the mind of Christ because we have the Spirit. 

1. 1 Cor 2:12 We have received the Spirit of God in contrast to the spirit of the world. 
2. 1 Cor 2:13 We are taught by the Spirit. 

3. 1 Cor 2:14 The natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him; he can’t understand them because they are spiritually discerned and he doesn’t have the Spirit. But:

4. 1 Cor 2:15-16 We who are spiritual because we have the Spirit, have the mind of Christ and are able to discern all things.

5. 1 Cor 3:16 The Spirit of God dwells in believers.

What was the problem with the Corinthians? They were Christians. They had the mind of Christ, they were not natural men but were spiritual men in the sense that the Spirit was in them but they were not walking according to the mind of Christ. They were carnal. 
1 Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? Paul is talking about the Spirit of God dwelling in them collectively.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been ought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. This refers to the Holy Spirit dwelling in them individually.

(  By marking every reference to the Holy Spirit you gain all this information and then making a list of all you learn, you learn a quite a lot about the Spirit. It gives you a boldness, a confidence, a sense that all you have to do is deliver that simple message and because of that Spirit of God, it has power in it that is able to turn men from darkness to light, from the power of Satan into the kingdom of God, and grant them forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified. That’s what it does.
Because the Corinthians had the Spirit of God, they had the mind of Christ, but they were not using that mind. They were carnal. They were fleshly, walking like mere men.

1 Corinthians 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in Christ. They were babes in Christ and wanted their bottles. They hadn’t gone on to meat.

1 Corinthians 3:2a I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. 

1 Corinthians 2:6a Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; They were not mature. They stayed babies. It would be like a 21-year-old boy walking around with a nursing bottle in his mouth. How ridiculous. They had not grown up. They were still babes.

1 Corinthians 3:2b-3 Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still fleshly. For since… Is carnality like living in sin? Is carnality living in adultery, murder, homosexuality, drunkenness, covetousness, reviling? No. That’s sin, not carnality. If that’s your habit of life, then you may have prayed a prayer or walked down an aisle, but it didn’t take. You aren’t born again. Carnality is described in this way: there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? You’re not using the mind of Christ.
1 Corinthians 3:4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men? In other words, you’re not using your head. You’re not using this mind of Christ but walking in fleshly reasoning rather than the maturity of using the mind of Christ. “Desire the sincere milk of the word that you may grow thereby.”

1 Peter 2:2 Like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, They were still on the milk.

Hebrews 5:13-14 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. He has not matured. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. These people have the mind of Christ but really weren’t using it or walking in it. 

Do you have the mind of Christ? Are you growing up? Are you moving from your baba to feeding yourself and getting on the solid food? That’s what this ministry is all about. We don’t want you to think like we think; we want to teach you how to study God’s word for yourself because in it is the mind of Christ. It’s available to everyone understanding that, knowing it, being able to proclaim it, etc. It all comes because you have the Spirit of God inside you which takes the things of God and reveals them to you and brings them to your remembrance. That is walking in the mind of Christ. How sad, how inane, how foolish, how silly, how ridiculous it is to have the mind of Christ but not use it and not grow up. What is God’s message to us? It’s grow up! Go on to maturity. Put away the jealousy, the strife, the following of men, the enamorment of the wisdom of the world. Get to know your God. And know that this Word has inherent power in it. Just give it forth as God gives it, and watch the work that it does. To some it will be foolishness. To others it will be a stumbling block, but to those who are saved it will be the power of God unto salvation, Jew or Gentile. It’s the wisdom of God. It’s the power of God. It’s the mind of God. Use it. 
