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Whom do you serve? Before you answer that question, know that there’s a day coming when God is going to disclose the motives of men’s, women’s and children’s hearts. There’s a day coming when what was hidden in the darkness will be brought to light. The question of “Whom do you serve?” is crucial because there are consequences to the answer of that question. Are you serving yourself even though you bear the name Christian? Or are you serving yourself and you don’t even claim to be a Christian? Do you serve people? Are you a servant of others? Are you a servant to the approbation—the approval—of man? Do you want to be a man-pleaser? Or are you serving God? Are you serving Him with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength? If you are serving Him that way, just know this: That whatever the cost it will be worth it because, as that old famous sermon said, there is a payday someday and it’s not just for sinners. There’s a payday someday for Christians. 

In 1 Corinthians 3, Paul speaks to those carnal Christians—those men who have the mind of Christ but aren’t using it, those involved in envy, jealousy and strife, who are followers of men. These are people who won’t go onto meat but instead they stay on milk because they’re babes in Christ. Paul can’t even feed them with strong food because they aren’t growing up as they should. As Paul talks to them about being followers of men (Paul, Apollos, Cephas, and others), he reminds them of a very crucial truth: 
Who am I but a servant of God?

1 Corinthians 3:4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men? “You belong to Jesus Christ but you walk like you don’t belong to Him. You’re walking in the flesh, like mere men.” It’s not that they’re walking in blatant sin, stepping over a line and saying, “I’ll do as I please.” That is not what a carnal or fleshly Christian is. Rather, it is a person who has not grown up or matured. Instead of setting their sights on Jesus Christ and all that belongs to Him, this person has chosen to follow certain men. This is probably where people say, “Well, you’re a Calvinist,” or “You’re this or that,” so they line you up with men instead of lining you up with Jesus Christ. 
Paul backs off and then asks this question:
1 Corinthians 3:5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Remember that Apollos went to Corinth after Paul was there. Apollos ministered to the church at Corinth. Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. “Look, you’re following men, but who are the men you’re following? We’re simply servants. We are servants of God.”

Pay attention to three things as you look at servants:

1. If you’re a servant, it implies that there is a master or a boss. There is someone you serve.

2. If you are a servant and you have a master or a boss, you are under authority.

3. If 1 and 2 are true, then you are accountable.

So as a servant, that implies that you have someone over you who has authority over you and that you are accountable to them. God causes the growth, therefore it is God whom Paul serves. Paul planted. That was his job—his responsibility. Apollos watered. But whether Paul planted or Apollos watered, who was the One who brought the increase? Who brought the growth? Who did it? Paul is the servant so what he did came through him but it didn’t come from him. He’s not the originator or the source, but simply the one under the Master who gives Paul what he needs in order to accomplish what he wants Paul to accomplish.
1 Corinthians 3:7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth. What was happening? They were saying, “I’m a follower of Apollos.” Another would say, “I’m a follower of Paul.” What’s the deal here? The problem is: one is planting, the other is watering but it is God who is giving the increase. So why are they caught up following one versus the other when both are working together serving God? Paul says, “They’re nothing. It is God who is everything.” If you are a servant, the way you serve should reflect not on you but on your master.

1 Corinthians 3:8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one; We’re one—we’re part of the same Body. Who is head of the Body? Christ. …but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. You’re a servant. You serve a Master. You are under His authority. You are going to receive a reward, but it will be according to your own labor. When do you receive this reward? As the whole Bible comes to a close with the final book of Revelation, we are reminded of this wonderful and awesome truth:
Revelation 22:12 (Jesus is speaking) “Behold, I am coming quickly, (Rapidly. Once it starts, it’s going to move.) …and My reward is with Me, He’s coming and bringing His rewards to render to every man (every single individual) according to what he has done.” His reward is coming and each man will receive a reward according to his own labor. 

1 Corinthians 3:9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 
Paul goes from one metaphor to another. The first metaphor he introduces involves planting, sowing in a field. Now he shifts from: “I am a servant. As the servant, I am God’s worker in the field and you (speaking to the Corinthians) are God’s field.” to: “You are God’s building.” He changes from the metaphor of a field with planting, sowing and God giving the increase, to a different metaphor of a building. By looking at all of Corinthians, we find out what Paul’s role was in the Corinthian church.
1 Corinthians 3:10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, If I’m a servant then I take what my Master gives me and use it in serving Him. A servant doesn’t have to come up with his own resources. “According to the grace that was given to me as a servant of God,” everything you need in order to serve God has been given to you …like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, “I came into Corinth and this is what I did: I laid a foundation.” What is God going to build in Corinth? A church. Paul comes in to lay the foundation. To build any building you must first lay a foundation—a platform for the building to rest on, a base on which to build. With a poor foundation, the structure of a house will eventually shift, crumble or get out of proportion. …and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 

Kay was looking for God’s property for Precept, and praying at the beginning of this ministry. Precept started with five women meeting in a house then went to different homes then to a Tupperware warehouse. They prayed, asking God where they were to meet. Their teenage Bible studies were growing as were the college ones. They didn’t have room for everybody. Lynn and Doris Durham were real prayer warriors. Lynn would pray and say, “I want you on this side of town.” They started with five women in her home. On pretty days in April, Kay would look for property. She remembers coming down a road and seeing a brick house with ten acres. They went to see if the house was big enough so they could put people in it then build, but the side of the house was buckled. They knew something was off. Something was wrong with its structure. God had them drive farther and for the first time they saw the property they currently have. Kay remembers walking through the old farm house, looking down in the valley, seeing the barns and thinking, “Jack’s going to tell me, ‘This is it.’” When Jack came out to see it he said, “This is it.” The Scripture they quoted then was, “This is the Lord’s doing and it’s marvelous in His eyes.” They prayed, “Lord, make it a miracle so big that no man can get the credit.” Well, He did.
When Paul went to Corinth he was building a church. He had to have a church with a solid, solid foundation. There are many churches that don’t have a solid foundation. The solid foundation of the true church is Jesus Christ. Paul claimed to lay the foundation. There is no other foundation that any man can lay but Jesus Christ. This was the work of Paul. Paul introduced them to the gospel. Apollos came along and began to build. In the field, Paul planted—put in the seed—then Apollos watered. Now he says:
1 Corinthians 3:10b-11 I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. If you belong to a denomination or a group that does not believe that Jesus Christ is the only way to heaven, you’re not in God’s church. You’re not in a church of God’s making. You’re not in a church that has the proper foundation. If that church doesn’t believe that Jesus is God, it’s the wrong one. When Paul lays the foundation of Jesus Christ, he introduces them to the Way, the Truth and the Life.

1 Corinthians 3:12-13 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each (not collectively—but “each”) man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it…  There’s a day coming that will show what the servant built with and whose servant he was. …because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. [Kay quotes the verse as: “the fire itself will test the quantity of each man’s work. A class member corrects her, to which Kay replied, “If you’re not looking at the Word of God, if you don’t know it, you won’t know if the teacher says it right or wrong.”] We live in a day and age where we are impressed with quantity. We are impressed with numbers and with show—lots of things, but the Master is not impressed with any of that, only with the quality of our work. 
If Kay leaves town and she says she is coming back in a year and wants you to build a building for her, you can use gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or stubble. If you use wood, hay or stubble, you can grow it, or produce the materials with your own hands. It won’t cost you nearly as much as if you build with gold, silver and precious stones. When you look at how it’s built, you’re looking at the quality of the building materials. Now wood, hay and stubble will burn in a fire, but gold, silver and precious stones will still be there after the fire is gone. You’ll still have all three. 

Kay believes that Paul’s primary application or recipient for this passage is the person who comes along and says, “Let me teach you or instruct you in what God says.” Kay believes it begins in the pulpit, continues in the Sunday school classes and home Bible studies, but it also continues when the phone rings and your friend calls you to say, “I am having so many problems with my husband and I am so sick of what I’m going through,” and your reply is to tell her what to do. The minute you do that, if that friend is a Christian, you are building on that foundation. You are instructing her. What are you going to instruct her with—things of your own devising? Things that she wants to hear or that tickle her ears? Or are you going to give her the Word of God? Remember, whose servant are you? God’s. So you must build with the materials that are pleasing to God.
Proverbs talks about the Word of God and how we dig and mine out its treasure. Gold, silver and precious stones are never made by man. You can make synthetic diamonds but not the real natural things. They have to be mined from the bowels of the earth and that takes time. Gold and silver have to be discovered, as do precious stones. It takes the sweat of your brow. 

We are just servants but when we serve, we are aware that there’s only one foundation that can be laid. Anyone who builds upon that foundation needs to know that they will be held accountable for the materials that they use to build on that foundation. Every time Kay stands up to teach, every time a pastor stands in the pulpit, they’ll have to give an account. There will be a lot of hurting people who turn on the television to hear tele-preachers doing a lot of huffing and puffing, ranting and raving, sometimes exciting and whooping people up, telling them things that are no more Biblical than anything else and the people are buying it. Those might be Christians and another is building on that foundation, but they will be accountable because the day is coming when they will stand and give an account to God for what they built with.

1 Corinthians 3:14-15 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, If it goes through the fire, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. If Kay knows that she belongs to Jesus Christ, as evidenced by her changed life and believing the right things, the foundation has been laid in her life, which is Jesus Christ. But if she stands up to give a message and hasn’t done her homework so that she is teaching error, then there’s going to be a day when that will be exposed. It’s the same if she gets on the platform for [her own] glory, or she fears the face of men.

Sometimes she literally thinks she’s going to have a heart attack because she knew the message God had laid on her heart was not an easy message but that it needed to be heard and she knew that she needed to deliver it. As Paul said:
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. “You cannot be a bond-servant of man and a bond-servant of God. You cannot be a man-pleaser and still please God.” You’ve got to make a choice. Paul talked about this in the light of Galatian error that was being taught. Others were coming to the area of Galatia, (now Turkey), teaching, “Yes, you were saved by grace but you’re maintained and sustained by the Law.” In teaching that, they were building improperly upon the foundation. Paul said they were delivering another gospel but there’s only one gospel. They were leading the church astray. When you do that, what are you touching? What are you dealing with? What is this church (not the building but the people in the church)? It’s the temple of God. Paul refers here to the temple of God in a plural way. He’s talking about the temple of God, the church of God, which is at Corinth. 
1 Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? Paul is using the plural. 

If she is a child of God, whose servant is Kay to be? God’s. But she could have a case of temporary insanity and start to fear the face of man and want to please people, to be popular with them, tickle their ears now and then, or give them what they want. If you know how to communicate, you can operate a lot in the flesh because you know what pleases people, you can watch their faces and body language, the nod of their heads, you can watch them talking and discussing while you’re teaching. You know when they’re disagreeing with you and pointing it out to the other person so you can think, “Whoa, I’d better back off.” But if you do, know this: Even if you’re not up on a platform or a Sunday school teacher, when you pick up a phone, when you sit down at lunch, and start to give advice, if it’s wood, hay or stubble, the day is going to come when it’s going to be judged. It’s not that you’re going to lose your salvation—because that can’t happen if you have a genuine salvation (which will show) but you’ll be saved so as by fire. In other words, there won’t be any gold, silver, or precious stones showing because your work has been not as a servant of God but as a servant of man and as a servant of yourself since you’ve become a pleaser of men. There’s a payday coming someday.
1 Corinthians 3:17 If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. It’s hard to know exactly what he means by “destroys”. We know that the church will always stand and that the gates of hell cannot prevail against it. But there are people who can come in, take the people in the church who are the temple of God, and feed them all sorts of error to lead them greatly astray. If you do this, God says, “I am the Lord and Master of this temple and My Son is the head of the Church. If you destroy My temple, I’ll destroy you. If you defile My temple, bring it to ruin, I’m going to deal with you.” You must remember how precious the church is and we are. This is the blood-bought Body of Jesus Christ. This is the church that cost God literally everything to bring into being. This is something that He has been planning before He spoke to bring the world into existence. This is the mystery that was hidden in God—in Christ Jesus—before the foundation of the world. 
The mystery is this: Christ in you, the hope of glory. If Kay hurts us, teaches us wrong, leads us astray from the truth, she is hurting that which is dear to God. She’s not being a good steward of that gospel that was entrusted to her.
There’s a warning here: “For the temple of God is holy.” Paul is saying, “That is what you are,” to both the Corinthians and us. “You are the temple of God. You are holy. You are set apart.” You have a great responsibility, therefore you ought to step into any role of giving the Word of God with fear and trembling—but you need to step into it. You might say, “No, I don’t want any responsibility so I’m not going to do it.” But you’ll also pay for that one, if you say that, because you are a servant and God has a job for you. You may plant, you may water; God will give the increase but you are accountable. As a servant, just remember, there is a reward for your labor—or there is a loss of reward.
Paul brings wisdom full circle in 1 Corinthians 3:18-21

1 Corinthians 3:21-23 So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, Why do they belong to you? Because: you belong to Christ; Who is Christ? He’s the Lord, the Master, and you are the servant. Because it belongs to Him, it belongs to you. Who does Christ belong to? …and Christ belongs to God. Do you see the connection? Thus Paul says, “So why on earth are you choosing Paul, or Apollos, or Peter? For heaven’s sakes they all belong to you. All things belong to you. The world belongs to you!” Why? Because you belong to Christ, Christ belongs to God, and God owns it all. When we step out, we step out as a servant of God. What a high calling! We are serving Christ, Christ belongs to God, we are joint heirs with Christ. Everything that belongs to God has been given to us. Romans 5: We stand in the grace of God, which is totally and absolutely sufficient for everything so I can go forward and serve.
This passage is about what Paul realizes about a servant and what he wants the Corinthians to realize. He wants them to imitate him as a servant of Jesus Christ. He asks, “Why are you dividing yourselves when it all belongs to you? It’s crazy.”

As a servant you are to be trustworthy:

1. There’s a reward for your labor—or a loss of reward. The reward is based on the quality not the quantity. Beware that you don’t destroy what is the Master’s.

2. You belong to Christ therefore have everything you need.

3. You are to be trustworthy.

1 Corinthians 4:1 Let a man regard us in this manner, Remember, he has just said that we are servants. Watch the flow as he introduces the subject of servants in 3:5: as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. What are the mysteries of God? They are everything connected with that glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. It goes back to the Old Testament because it was hidden there, but now that the veil has been taken off after the Spirit of God moved in to open the eyes of our understanding, we see it is a mystery planned before the foundation of the world. 
That mystery is the gospel: Christ died for your sins, was buried, was resurrected and He was seen by many. If you believe on Him and repent of your sins, then you receive Christ and you have Christ in you, which is the hope—the guarantee—of glory. You shall be absent from this body and present with the Lord. 
If you wanted to see an ideal servant in the Old Testament, look at Joseph as he served God and Potiphar, when he was in prison as the best prisoner they had, when he served Pharaoh. But when he served Potiphar, when he served in prison, when he served Pharaoh, who was he really serving? God. So he wasn’t serving men but he was serving God. That’s why he got in trouble in Potiphar’s house. He wouldn’t lie [ie: have sex] with Mrs. Potiphar. Because he was only going to serve God, God saw, God knew. Joseph always had God before him and God honored that.
1 Corinthians 4:2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy. As a servant, your authority is not over the Word, but the Word of God is the authority over you. We need to remember that. A lot of people begin to tear the Bible apart as if they have authority over the Word. Know that the Word has authority over us. Ours is to simply bow the knee.  Whatever God says, we are to believe it and do it. If we can’t figure it out in our finite human pea brain, it doesn’t matter because God’s got it all figured out. Everything you need is explained in the Bible. We are servants of Christ. We are stewards of the mysteries of God. In this case it is required that a steward be found faithful. 

What if you were sitting in a pew in Corinth and looking at Paul, judging him? Then you’d be sitting in judgment on Paul, examining him. You shouldn’t be doing that. As you study Corinthians you see that they’re examining him over his outward appearance. They are examining his words—he’s not eloquent. His speech is crude. His appearance isn’t good. They don’t like the way he does things all the time. This church likely gave him more pain and grief than any other church.
1 Corinthians 4:3 But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself. The word “examine” here could be translated “judge”. In Greek “anakrino” (ανακρινω). It’s translated “judge”. Matthew 7:1 uses this term: “Judge not lest ye be judged.” The world no longer knows John 3:16, the gospel passage, but the world knows “Judge not.” That’s the one verse of Scripture that they will quote because they don’t want to be judged by you. They don’t want to have you tell them that Jesus Christ is the only way or that adultery or premarital sex or stealing is wrong or that character matters. 
But Paul says, “You’re sitting there in judgment of me as a servant of God and don’t like the way I’m serving. But it’s a small thing for me to be examined by you or by any human corps. As a matter of fact, I don’t judge myself.” He doesn’t look at his life to see what sin needs to be confessed or how he’s doing, but says, “I don’t acquit myself.” Not, “I’m perfectly all right, I’ve got it made.”

1 Corinthians 4:4-5 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, He is examining himself. …yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord. The Lord is going to examine me. Therefore (When you see a “therefore”, it’s a term of conclusion so you search for what it’s there for.) Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God. Listen carefully: He is not saying in this passage that you are not to discern or examine what you are hearing. What is God going to judge? The motives of the heart. The things that are hidden in the darkness are going to be brought to light. So even though it is proper for you to discern whether this message is from God or that message is not from God, you shouldn’t discern the motive of that person’s heart, because God’s going to bring it to light. [ie, it’s God’s job, not yours.] You can’t see the heart but you sure can listen to the words that come out of the mouth. 
How are you building on that foundation? What is the material you’re teaching with? You’d better discern, “Is this wood, hay and stubble, or is this gold, silver and precious stone?” The problem today in Christendom is anytime you say, “That’s not Biblical,” people come up and accuse, “Judge not lest ye be judged. Who’s to say what’s Biblical or what’s not Biblical? Who are you to say that this doctrine is right or that one is wrong?” You are a steward of the mysteries of God. 
Paul straightens them out on error further along in Corinthians as well as in Galatians, Colossians, and in 2 Timothy. Understand this: you are to examine what you hear. You don’t examine the motives of that servant. They may be hiding things you may not see, but a day will come when what was hidden will be brought out in full view. Things done in darkness will be brought out and manifested in the light. Paul reminds them again that they’re going to be judged, as are we. You say, “Oh no! I’m acquitted.” Yes. There’s no condemnation to those that are in Christ Jesus—Romans 8:1. You’re right, but your deeds are going to be rewarded or you’re going to suffer loss of reward. 
1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God. This word “time” in the Greek is “kairos” (καιρου). It refers to a specific time or a point in time or a specific period of time. Draw a timeline with the cross of Christ on the left. Just to the right of it draw the church that has been established through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Move right along the timeline until: Do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God. “Do not go on passing judgment” is in the present tense, which implies that this is just what they were doing. Paul says, “No, you wait until the Lord comes.” Paul is referring to when the Lord comes to set up His kingdom. (Draw this on the right side of the timeline.) This is a specific time.
When you watch Paul’s epistles you always hear him talking about “the day”. The fact that he’s going to preserve us on “that day”, or what’s going to happen to us on “that day”.
2 Corinthians 5:9-10 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, Whether here on earth or absent from the body is the context …to be pleasing to Him. Is that your ambition? That’s what a servant is to do—to please their master. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
Romans 14:10b We will all stand before the judgment seat of God. When the Lord comes, this judgment will take place. He is coming and His reward is with Him. What is this like? 

2 Timothy 4:1 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, Paul is writing this to a man he has mentored, discipled; a man to whom he has modeled being a Godly servant of the Lord. …who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: He’s going to judge whom? The living and the dead. The dead are those who never know Christ. The dead might be those who put on the show of belonging to Christ, but as Jude talks about, they are ungodly men who creep into the church unnoticed and build on the foundation with wood, hay and stubble so God destroys them. Or the dead are the lost. The living are Christians. So He’s going to judge the living and the dead by His appearing in His kingdom. 

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. We know we’re going to be caught up, we who are alive and remain as well as those who have been buried and have left their bodies behind but who bring their spirits with them. Jesus Christ is going to catch us up in the air and we’ll meet the Lord there so we shall ever be with the Lord. Kay believes that [this is timeframe for] the judgment of Christians. It’s somewhere in this time that we have the judgment seat of Christ. By His appearing to the church, to the living, and by His kingdom where He sets up His throne to rule and reign, this world is destroyed (Revelation 20).  Then will be the great white throne judgment when the lost are to stand before God to be judged according to their deeds since their names are not written in the Book of Life. They’re going into the lake of fire, where the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched. There’s a judgment coming. On that day, God’s going to reveal the motives of the heart. At the judgment seat of Christ, Kay believes that we will see what we built with.
As His servants we need to remember that we are not greater than our Master.
1 Corinthians 4:6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and to Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you might learn to not exceed what is written, In other words, you’re sitting here caught up in the wisdom of men, thinking like mere men, walking like mere men, and you’re exceeding what is written and you are pulling things out of the Word that are not there—You have thoughts and impressions that are not Biblical. …so that no one of you will become arrogant (puffed up) in behalf of one against the other.

1 Corinthians 4:7-8 For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? Where do you think you got all these spiritual gifts mentioned at the beginning? You received them. And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? You are already filled, you have already become rich, you have become kings without us; and indeed, I wish that you had become kings so that we also might reign with you. Paul is speaking in a holy sarcasm. What we call “Biblical irony”. He is saying, “You have everything you need, but you’re babes and you haven’t even grown up! You say you’re rich and you’re kings…” So they are sitting there not as servants but as kings. Then he contrasts them.

1 Corinthians 4:9-10 For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor.
1 Corinthians 4:11-13 To this present hour Listen carefully when you hear this prosperity teaching… we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; and we toil, working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now. Kay turned on TBN. The preacher had done his homework, giving the Hebrew word for “tithing”. But he told them (in a fundraising mode): “We are misrepresenting God if we drive a wreck of a car and park it in the church parking lot. You may be there now—I was there once—but you can’t stay there.” His point was this:  “If you tithe you will not drive a wreck of a car.” Kay says: That is unbiblical. It does not go with Paul. This is where you build on a foundation with wood, hay and stubble. What do we see here? Who is Paul, according to this passage? “I am your father. Imitate me.” (1 Cor 4:15-16) In 1 Cor 11 he says, “Be an imitator of me even as I am of Christ.” Who is the ultimate servant? Christ.

Mark 10:45 Jesus says, For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many. 
Isaiah 53:3 He was despised and forsaken of men, just like Paul and the others. 

2 Corinthians 8:9a For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, though he was rich, yet for your sake He became poor.
What message did Jesus give? Matthew 4: “Repent, the kingdom of God is at hand.” He went throughout all Galilee preaching the gospel. Paul says, “As a servant of God I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. My speech was not in wisdom of man’s words but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” The true servant of God has the power of God behind him because he’s moving that way. Jesus said, “The words that I speak are not My words but the Father’s.” In His high priestly prayer in John 17, He said, “Father I gave them Thy word.” We’re all servants of God. Jesus said this as He washed His disciples’ feet, “Just remember, if I, your Lord and Master, wash your feet, I am giving you an example of what you should do.” We must wash them with the water of the Word of God. Whose servant are you? Whom are you going to serve? Are you going to go after the pleasure and approbation of man or the approval of man? Are you going to serve yourself for your own glory? The motives of your heart will someday be discerned. Or are you going to serve the true and living God? Paul says, “Be an imitator of me even as I am of Christ.” Who are you imitating? Just know that others are watching you. They may be imitating you so you’d better be imitating Christ, because there’s a day coming when it will all be brought out into the open.
