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Is there someone in the church who is living an immoral life? Someone you know about who is being sexually impure, either involved in adultery, or homosexuality or into pornography? Or possibly a teenager who is sleeping around and you know about it? Is there someone in your church who is covetous, greedy, and as a result is a swindler, is out to take the people in the church and is sitting there simply for the benefit of satisfying their greed—satisfying an appetite that can never be satisfied, that never seems satisfied wanting more and more? Is there someone in your church who is a reviler? Someone who has a tongue that cuts people down, that lashes out and wounds. Is there someone in your church who is an idolater? You say, “Well I don’t know what their idols are.” Is there someone, then, who has other things in the place of God and you know is worshiping those things rather than God—worshiping so much that even the greed has become idolatry, as Colossians says? Is there someone in your church who is a drunkard? You know that they are serving communion on Sunday but getting drunk on Friday or Saturday. Is there someone like that that you know? Are there people in your church living in sin and you know about it and they call themselves a brother, a sister? What are you doing about it? Have you exposed it? “What? Me expose it? For heaven’s sake, no!” Well, why, for heaven’s sake, no? 
Why not, for heaven’s sake, yes: You have exposed it or you’re willing to expose it? Do you know what the Word of God has to say about these issues? Are you ignorant about what the Word says we are to do, or are you arrogant? Do you think, “Well, that’s what the Word says but I’m sure that God didn’t mean exactly that because if we did that we are liable to drive that person away from any possibility of coming to know Jesus Christ or drive them away from the church.” What does God’s Word say? That’s what we want to look at today. It’s Kay’s prayer that God would speak to your heart and that when you see truth you would respond and not only be a hearer of the Word but a doer.
1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. 
This is in a present infinitive so it means that this man is in a state right now of having his father’s wife. We don’t know if he has married his father’s wife or if he is simply sleeping with his father’s wife but we know that there is an intercourse involved between a son and a father’s wife. Paul says that this is a sin not even named among the Gentiles. It’s not something that even the city they’re living in supports—and they were living in sin city. Remember what we learned about Corinth, that “to Corinthianize” became a part of their vocabulary for living licentiously, for living immorally, living a blatant immorality. That’s the way they described the Corinthians. 
This city was a hotbed of immorality. There were temples to the priestesses where they would go in and have sexual relations with the temple prostitutes as part of their temple worship. The prostitutes would leave the temple to come into the city and ply their wares in the marketplace. So they lived in the midst of immorality. 

Paul says, “It’s been reported to me that there’s immorality among you.” The word for “immorality” is “porneia” (πορνεια). It refers to all different forms of sexual immorality which are spelled out in great detail in Leviticus 18, 20. What should be done in response to this? What is Paul’s grievance as he writes to the church? Remember, Paul has written to them because it has been reported to him that there are schisms, divisions, among them. They are becoming followers of men, “I am of Paul”, “I am of Apollos”, “I am of Cephas”,  and “I’m of Christ.” 
We know also that they were babes that could not take the meat of the Word so he had to feed them with milk. They had the Spirit in them but they were walking as mere men, walking as carnal Christians (or fleshly Christians). That carnality and fleshliness was not in regard to living in this kind of sin but in regard to their immaturity and the divisions in being followers of men because they didn’t know the Word of God for themselves and they hadn’t grown up. 
Now he’s reporting another problem within the church. In 1 Corinthians 1-6, Paul is dealing with the problems in the church. Then in chapter 7, (in 1 Corinthians, Part II), he deals with the questions they have on different subjects.
1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported  (it is being reported) that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife.

1 Corinthians 5:2 And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in order that the one who had done this deed might be removed from your midst.
Paul is concerned about them because they are not mourning and it has not made them sad. This term for mourning is one used for wailing or mourning for the dead. Paul is concerned because they don’t have this type of mourning or grief among them because of this situation. “You have become arrogant.” It’s the same word that he uses in chapter 4.

1 Corinthians 4:18-19 Now some have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their power. 

“Arrogant” is like a bird fluffing its feathers and becoming puffed up. Paul is saying, “You have become puffed up and have not mourned instead.” So instead of being grieved and mourning over this situation, they have become arrogant in both their own evaluation of how this situation should be handled and in the fact that they are no longer walking in the wisdom of God, wisdom that is according to the counsel and words in the Bible. They think they’re wiser, smarter thus they know how to handle this, or maybe they think it’s best to sweep it under the carpet, to ignore it, not expose it, not get rid of this man. Therefore there’s an arrogance in them.
1 Corinthians 5:3 For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed this, as though I were present. 
The word “judged” is in the perfect tense. It is a past completed action with a present or continuous result. Therefore Paul is saying, “I have looked at this situation. This man is wrong. I have judged him and my judgment remains the same. What is his judgment?
1 Corinthians 5:4-5 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
Here is a man living in sexual immorality. This man is to be delivered to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, not period [finality], but for a remedial purpose. Everything chapter five refers to is remedial. It is not to destroy a person but to either bring a person to salvation or restore a person. So keep thinking “remedial”. 

“With the power of our Lord Jesus” (v4). Paul is telling them that when they get together and Paul is with them in spirit, they have the authority and power of Jesus Christ behind them. This is pleasing to God. This is what He would have them do. This is what God has ordained in situations like this. Did they know this? Yes. Paul had written them in a letter previous to 1 Corinthians that they were not to associate with immoral people (see 1 Cor 5:9).
“In the day of the Lord Jesus” (v5). Paul is looking to that final day when the Lord comes bringing his reward with him. He’s looking to the judgment day that this man might be saved, so he might not stand before the great white throne judgment and be condemned with the rest of the world.

1 Corinthians 5:6 Your boasting is not good. This was the problem in the church: They were boasting in men rather than boasting in the wisdom of God. They were boasting in the wisdom of men, arrogant and puffed up. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? Don’t you know that when you take the yeast and put it in the dough, it spreads, permeating throughout the dough to cause it to respond by puffing up?
1 Corinthians 5:7-8 Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Paul is saying, “This is the action you’re to take and why you are to take it. Because if you leave that man in the church, the sin he’s involved in will permeate to affect the whole Body of Jesus Christ. You are a new lump. You are, in fact, unleavened. There is no leavening in you (no sin.) Because you are unleavened, you are to keep on celebrating the feast by removing this man from among your midst. You need to see the whole thing so you can learn from the framework of the whole chapter.

1 Corinthians 5:9 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; Paul is saying, “I’ve told you this before.” But they aren’t obeying him. It shows that they are puffed up, arrogant. They think they are smarter than Paul as well as what he uses to instruct them—the Scriptures.
1 Corinthians 5:10-11 I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world. But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother 
This is key. If you’ve never noticed this before, mark it down. When someone walks into the church and calls him- or herself a brother or a sister, they are saying, “I’m saved. I joined your church.” How do you know if he is a real brother or not? By the fruit of his life. It’s by what he produces. Matthew 7: Jesus says that you’ll know him by his fruit. You look at the fruit: He has a changed life. He comes in saying he’s a Christian. He’s saying that Jesus Christ died for his sins, paid for his sins and released him from his sin. Therefore he is no longer a slave to sin but is able to live a righteous life. It’s all there in that constitution of our faith in Romans 6-8. 
A so-called brother comes into the church and sits down in your midst. If he is a so-called brother but is a reviler, or a drunkard, or an idolater, or an adulterer, or a swindler, or any of those things Paul lists, even though he is a so-called brother, you are to deal with him. Paul had already told them this:  if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one. You are not to associate with him so you move away from him—you put him out. But that doesn’t seem Christian. You think it doesn’t seem Christian because you do not understand Christ. You do not understand the Word. You are either living in ignorance (you don’t know what the Word of God says), or you are living in arrogance, thinking, “Well if I do that, this or that will happen. Who am I to judge?” Did Paul judge? “I have already judged.” Does he tell them that they are to judge? Yes, he tells them that they are to judge. You say, “But I thought the Bible says, ‘Judge not lest ye be judged.’” The whole world knows that verse now. They don’t know John 3:16 anymore but they know Matthew 7:1. Yes, it does say that, but you have to look at it in its context.
1 Corinthians 5:11 But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one. You don’t go out to dinner with them.

1 Corinthians 5:12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? We are to judge within the church. We don’t have to judge those who are outside it. Why? See verse 13:

1 Corinthians 5:13 But those who are outside, God judges. So the bottom line is to: “Remove the wicked man from among yourselves.”
Those Inside the Church Versus Those Outside the Church

Draw a picture of a church with pews inside and people in the pews. Give those a heart. At the top of the church put a preacher who is preaching from the Bible—not mentioning the text then departing from it, but teaching the Word of God. This is God’s church. Paul is writing to the church at Corinth. The building isn’t the church but the assembly of the believers.

1 Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, To those set apart from the world, from sin, set apart to God. …saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: They are set apart, saints by calling. They call upon the name of their Lord, their God and Master.

1 Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, These people sitting in the church have the Holy Spirit living inside them.

1 Corinthians 3:16 (Paul is speaking to them collectively.) Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? You are the inner sanctuary of God and the Spirit of God dwells with you. This is a very sacred temple.
1 Corinthians 3:17 If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. “Holy” is the same root word as “sanctified”, or “saint”. So this temple is holy.

This church is to be a sanctuary—a temple—where God is worshiped, learning about, where believers gather together to study the Word, to pray, to worship their God. How did these people get into the church? Paul gives his testimony in Acts 26 in Caesarea. In Acts 26:15 Paul tells them in his testimony that Jesus appeared to him and spoke.

Acts 26:16-18 ‘But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light The people still out in the world are in darkness. They have a heart of stone instead of a heart of flesh. They are blind. They are in darkness. …that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, The evil one is in the world. When you turn from the power of Satan, the evil one, from darkness to light, from the power of the evil one into the kingdom of God, whose power are you under now? Who’s over the pulpit and the church? God—the Lord Jesus Christ. …that they may receive forgiveness of sins Inside the church the people have forgiveness of sins. Their sins are taken care of because Christ, their Passover, has been sacrificed for them. In other words, when Jesus Christ went to the cross and you celebrate Good Friday, it was on that Good Friday when they were slaying the Passover lambs that Jesus Christ the Lamb of God was taking away the sins of the world. He (2 Corinthians 5:21) “who knew no sin was made sin for us.” He bore our sins, he was buried then raised from the dead, which showed that God was satisfied with His death. Because of that we have total, absolute, and complete forgiveness of sins. It turns them from darkness to light, from the power of Satan to the kingdom of God. 

1 John 5:19b the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. What has happened to us? John 17 contains the prayer Jesus prayed on the night before He was crucified. He knew that His time had come and He was going to depart.

1 John 17:13-15 “But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.” 
Where does God do His keeping from the evil one? From within the Body of Jesus Christ. This is why church is so important. He keeps us by putting us into this fellowship.

1 John 17:16-18 “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them (set them apart, make them holy) in the truth; (the pulpit, the Bible) Your word is truth. As you sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.”
They come out of this church building to live in this world of men who are unclean, who have black hearts of stone. These who come out have hearts of flesh because their hearts have been circumcised. They have the Holy Spirit inside of them but they are out in the world and are supposed to be giving the gospel to these black-hearted people who are known to be sinners. The heart-of-flesh people were sinners once too but they were sanctified; they were made holy. Paul is not saying that they are not to associate with people who are sinners, revilers, drunkards of the world. They would have to leave the planet since the whole world lies under the power of the evil one. Ephesians 2:1-5 says, “We were children of disobedience. We did walk according to the lusts and desires of our own hearts. But God, who was rich in mercy, with His great love with which He loved us, brought us to Jesus Christ.” Now He’s put us in the church. 

1 John 17:21 “That they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.” So what are they? 
They are a new lump. They are an unleavened lump because they have forgiveness of sins and have been set free from the power of sin. Now they’re to live and walk in righteousness. 
The So-Called Brother and How to Deal With Him
What is the problem, then? In this church there is one sitting there who is going through all the motions. He is a so-called brother but he is living in porneia. He is living in sexual impurity—in sexual immorality. Paul says, “Look. This one is in here and that sin—that little leaven—is going to leaven the whole lump. That sin is going to spread. It can affect people. It can reach the pulpit and other places if people are not vigilant.” So this church, that is sanctified, that is light and no longer in darkness, that is no longer under the power of Satan but (Col 1:13) now is part of the kingdom of God, now has this person sitting there. He is not like a person sitting in church who needs to be witnessed to with his black heart and dirt all around him, who everybody knows and is praying for him to get saved. This is different. This is a brother who is praying that the others might get saved but is, himself, living as if he is not saved. He is living in sin and is the danger because he is a so-called brother. (Or she is a so-called sister.)  Satan, ruling the world, is a liar. Those in the church are living in truth. Satan is a deceiver. Those in the church are not living in deception but in the light of the truth. It’s a big contrast. The unrighteous are living unrighteous lives of licentiousness. Those in the church are to live righteous and morally pure lives. This is why Paul is saying, “You’ve got to put this one out of the church because a little leaven is going to leaven the whole lump.” This is remedial. And is so in two ways:
1 Corinthians 5:5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
What does “the destruction of the flesh” mean and what does Paul mean by “to deliver such a one to Satan”? Where is Satan’s domain? The world. The so-called brother sits in the church, God’s domain, saying he belongs to God but he’s not living like he belongs to God. Therefore, you must put him out of the church. You have to show him that this is not the way the church lives. It is remedial for him because there was something that caused him to come into the church and call himself a brother. There is something that drew him in at least that far. Because he’s living like that, you put him out in the world and let Satan have his way with him. You put him out. The church is where we are protected, where we get truth, where we are prayed for, where we’re watched over. This is why Paul says, “Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together, one with another.” This is where we’re accountable to one another, where the church watches over us, where the shepherd of the flock knows what’s going on and holds us accountable. Why put the so-called brother out of the church? 
Why Cast Out the So-Called Brother?
It’s so he can eventually be brought back in. The idea is to put him out, not let him be deceived thinking he can habitually live this way and be a child of God. You cannot habitually live this way and be a child of God. It’s to put him out to let him see the awfulness of his sin. Now when you put him out, he has a contrast with what it’s like out in the world; with what the people are like in the church versus out in the world. So he can see whether the god of this world has blinded his eyes or not. 
When Paul writes to the Corinthians (even in 2 Corinthians 2-3), he talks about the new covenant: having our hearts of stone removed and receiving hearts of flesh. He talks about how the god of this world has blinded the eyes of the unbelieving. If this so-called brother gets out in the world and sees all this, it might restore this man. 
2 Corinthians 2:1-5 (We don’t know if this passage is talking about this so-called brother or not, whether this Scripture passage is talking about this particular incident or not. There’s debate on that, but the principle is here.) But I determined this for my own sake, that I would not come to you in sorrow again. For if I cause you sorrow, who then makes me glad but the one whom I made sorrowful? This is the very thing I wrote you, so that when I came, I would not have sorrow from those who ought to make me rejoice; (He wrote to them because he was correcting them) having confidence in you all that my joy would be the joy of you all. For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears; not so that you would be made sorrowful, but that you might know the love which I have especially for you. But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, (This man referred to was possibly a reviler instead of a fornicator. A reviler who was reviling Paul and had to be dealt with. But either way, the discipline is the same as in 1 Corinthians 5.) but in some degree—in order not to say too much— to all of you. Then they dealt with him. They did what God said, through the Apostle Paul.

2 Corinthians 2:6-8 Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority, so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. 
All we know is that here is a man disciplined by the church, which is what 1 Corinthians 5 is all about. It’s specifically about church discipline for porneia—for immorality. But in 1 Corinthians 5, Paul also includes church discipline for the drunkard, the reviler, the swindler, the covetous, the idolater. We know from 2 Corinthians that the church assembled together to inflict this punishment by the many. It’s a punishment because sin needs to be punished. 

Ecclesiastes 8:11 Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil. 

They did this punishment to this man, whether it is the porneia man or the reviler, we don’t know. But it worked. The man felt the consequences of his sin. If you leave that man in the church and treat him like nothing is wrong; if you don’t call sin “sin”, you are not loving him enough to risk his loving you. You are loving yourself more than you love God or that man. The whole purpose of this is to get that man out of the church so that he sees what it’s like out there, repents and comes back. He says, “Okay. It was sufficient.” Now what do you do? You receive him back and reaffirm your love to him.
2 Corinthians 2:7 So that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. He had a godly repentance because he had sorrow over his sin and it brought him back. Paul deals with this more in 2 Corinthians 7.

Two Reasons to Cast Out the So-Called Brother
1. Remedial: That the sinner might be restored. That the sinner might be saved in the day of Jesus Christ. This implies a big question: Is this person saved or not? He’s called a wicked man. They are being told to remove this man from their midst. But the whole purpose of this is so his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. That he might live in heaven and have the hope of glory.

“May be saved” is in the subjunctive, which means that it remains to be seen. It may happen but it may not. If it was in the indicative mood, it would mean that “he will be saved.” Here, there’s no guarantee. This man has to repent from his sin. He has to have a godly sorrow that leads to repentance for him to be saved. 

With this man, we are to put him out that the sinner might be restored (remedial) but it’s also:

2. Preventative: That sin spreads. It is like leaven. You put it in the church and it spreads. A little leaven leavens the whole lump. Paul brings this out in a doctrinal issue on the resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:33. It’s true doctrinally as well as in immoral behavior. 

1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company (evil companions) corrupts good morals.”
Where is our fellowship? Church is a place of fellowship. We are called into fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ so this is where our fellowship is. This is where we share in common. If a daughter sits next to someone immoral, or if we put an immoral man in the pulpit who was immoral in another church, then we are asking for our people, our church, to be permeated with that sin. You don’t know whose child or whose daughter, whose wife, whose husband they’re going to get a hold of. If you leave them in, you are saying, “You can live in sin and be a Christian.” And you’re especially saying it to those outside where the eyes of the world are upon this church. If they see this inside as it is outside, what’s the difference? And this inside in the days of Corinth was worse than what was going on on the outside. 
Paul asks, “What are you to do? How far is this separation to go?” The answer: “You are not even to eat with this person.” You say, “Wait a minute. Jesus ate with publicans and sinners. That’s was Luke 15:2 says.” That’s right. Jesus ate with publicans and sinners because he “came to seek and to save that which is lost. If I have a sheep that is lost, I’ll leave the 99 and go look for it. That’s why I’m eating with them.” But those people were outside the church. Paul is not telling you not to eat with them, you have to go out in the world. Instead, he’s talking about those within the church. It’s fine to go out into the world and eat dinner at a heathen’s house. 

1 Corinthians 10:27 If one of the unbelievers invites you, and you wish to go, eat anything that is set before you, without asking questions for conscience’ sake. It doesn’t matter what you eat—even if it’s been sacrificed to an idol, because you are a believer. You are going to an unbeliever and you know the state of that unbeliever. But this person, sitting in the church, is a so-called brother.
1 Corinthians 5:13 (This is the last bottom line.) But those who are outside, God judges, “Remove the wicked man from among yourselves. God judges those outside. You’re to judge those inside the church. How? You look at his/her life and you look at the Word: Do they match? Look at their behavior. It’s not that you’re just totally absolutely holy, holy, holy all the time—but you don’t keep living in habitual sin. “Salvation” is salvation from our sins. “You shall name Him Jesus for He shall save us from our sins.” That’s salvation from the power of our sins. “Remove the wicked man from among yourselves. The word for “wicked” here is the word for “evil”: “poneros” (πονηρως). There’s another word for evil: “kakos” (κακος). Kay doesn’t know if there’s significance in the difference, but poneros means “evil in a moral or spiritual sense. That’s there’s harm to others in your evilness, your wickedness.” Kakos means “bad or worthless”. Evil in and of yourself. Bad in your heart, bad in your conduct, bad in your character. So it may mean that when Paul says “Remove the wicked man” he’s indicating more what he’s doing rather than what he is. Do you understand the difference? So that man may be turned around. He may be brought back. In the NASB, this quote is all in caps indicating that it’s a quote (loosely) of an Old Testament passage. It’s a Scripture you see used in several places in Deuteronomy. 

Deuteronomy 13:5b So you shall purge the evil from among you. 

Why? God is talking to the nation of Israel. “O Nation, you can’t have evil among you because that evil is going to spread.” And it did. As a result of that they defiled the land and were cast out. He keeps saying, “If you have these people being immoral you are to put them out of the land.” He talks about all sorts of sexual sin here: Bestiality, homosexuality, incest, the specific sin of a man sleeping with his stepmother, or a man sleeping with his mother. He calls them an abomination. 
Leviticus 18:22-24 “You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination. Also you shall not have intercourse with any animal to be defiled with it, nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate with it; it is a perversion. Do not defile yourselves by any of these things; for by all these the nations which I am casting out before you have become defiled.” 
The Canaanites defiled themselves with these things so God cast them out of the land. The Jews came along. They were to be a holy people but they were not. They did not remove or purge evil from among them, as the church is to do. They defiled themselves and the land so God kicked them out.

Leviticus 18:30 “Thus you are to keep My charge (this is God’s charge, God’s command), that you do not practice any of the abominable customs which have been practiced before you, so as not to defile yourselves with them; I am the LORD your God.

What do you do if there is homosexuality? What do you do if there’s adultery? Bestiality?
Leviticus 20:10-11, 13 “If there is a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, one who commits adultery with his friend’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. If there is a man who lies with his father’s wife, he has uncovered his father’s nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death, their bloodguiltiness is upon them. If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a woman, both of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death. Their bloodguiltiness is upon them. 
All the way through, it’s death, death, death. In the church, are we going to put this person to death? No. Why not? We are not under a theocracy. The Jews were under a theocracy. The Jews would have put them to death by stoning. But we, now, are under a different governmental system. So what do we do? Paul says, “I am upset with you because you have not mourned over this situation as if they were dead. You have not put the person out.” That’s what God is saying. We don’t put them to death but we put them out in a world dead in trespasses and sins, that lives under the power of the evil one so that they can sense what it’s like to be separated from God and from the people of God, so that out there they will say, “This is awful. This is worse. It’s so much better in the church. They’re so different in church. Out here there is hatred. In there, there is love. I am going back!” You say, “But if there’s love, you wouldn’t have put them out.” That’s arrogance because you have just heard what the Word of God says. You are saying that you know more about man than God does, that you have a manmade wisdom that is greater God’s.
Do you love God? Do you love the church of God? Do you love what God has done for you? Do you love those people who are in sin? If so, you will do exactly what God says in order to bring that person to salvation or to restoration, which is to practice church discipline. What is your responsibility? If you know that a person is a so-called brother and living in immorality, you tell them, “That is a sin. That’s not becoming and you don’t have to live that way. You have been set free.” If they don’t listen to you, then you grab someone and take them with you and the both of you talk to that person. If they still don’t listen then you take it to the whole church. The whole church, assembled together, puts that person out. It’s Matthew 18 along with 1 Corinthians 5. It’s a principle that God laid down in the Old Testament for His people. It’s a principle He never changed, because He hates sin. He came to set you free from sin. Whatever it takes to bring you to that freedom from sin, it’s worth it. Losing a little fellowship now is nothing compared to eternity in the lake of fire where you are totally separated from man and God because you would not let go of your sin. Whatever it takes—that is love. We judge those who are within the church. We say, “Sin does not belong here.” If they don’t listen we put them out in order that some day we might bring them back in or see them on that glorious resurrection day. 

Don’t be ignorant about what God says about sexual immorality. Don’t tolerate or go by the wisdom of the world. Don’t be arrogant thinking you’re smarter than God. Because some day you’re going to stand before God and you’re going to answer to God for how you lived in the light of what you’ve just heard—which is truth.
