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Precept Ministries

1 Corinthians Part One

Lesson 7 – 1 Corinthians 6
Is there bickering or quarreling going on in your church? Are different members taking other members of the church to court? Do you know what God says? Is there immorality in your church? Immorality that you or others know about—but nothing has been done about it? Do you know what God says? Are you possibly committing adultery? Are you living a homosexual lifestyle? Or maybe you’re cross-dressing or you’re a transvestite. Do you think that you can live that way and still go to heaven, still inherit the kingdom of heaven? Do you not know what God says? Or possibly you’re a thief or a covetous person or a drunkard or maybe an idolater or swindler, and you still think you’re all right and that you are going to heaven. Don’t be deceived. Don’t you know what God says?
From 1 Corinthians 3 through chapter 6, Paul keeps saying, “Do you not know?” Most of these come in 1 Corinthians 6. This book is probably one of the most needed books in Christendom today because it best describes the general state of Christians and churches in the United States of America. That’s very sad, but it’s true. Paul begins 1 Corinthians 6 by talking about judging: 

1 Corinthians 6:1-2a Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the saints? Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? There is a “Do you not know?” For the first 29-30 years of her life, Kay didn’t know that the saints were going to judge the world. She never knew that Jesus Christ would come back again. She never knew that if she were a true child of God (and she wasn’t one until she was 29) that someday she would rule and reign with Him.

1 Corinthians 6:2b-3 …And if the world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts? Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, matters of this life? You can see judging is not a new topic. Paul brings up judging in 1 Corinthians 5:3. 
(Kay marks “judging” or synonyms with a little judge’s gavel. When she sees that gavel, it’s immediate because she thinks of a judge.
1 Corinthians 5:3 For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed this, as though I were present. What was Paul judging? He had already passed judgment on the immorality of a man who was having sexual relations, or was married to, his stepmother. They believe, because of the construction of this passage [“his father’s wife], that it was not his natural mother. Paul says, “I have already judged this. It is wrong.” I have already judged him who has so committed this, as though I were present. So Paul brings up the subject of judging. He is upset with the church at Corinth because they have permitted this situation to go on without judging it or doing anything about it. They have literally covered it up. In doing so, they have been arrogant, puffed up; they have not done what God says that they are supposed to do. What is that?

1 Corinthians 5:11 But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 
Paul says, “Now that’s what I wrote and told you to do. If this person is a so-called brother, yet this is their lifestyle, then you are to separate yourself from them. You cannot to put them (the immoral person, the idolater) to death as they would have done in the Old Testament because you’re not under a theocracy but Roman law (we’re under such laws today) that doesn’t permit us to do that as a church. But you are to remove that wicked man from your presence. Just as in the Old Testament, you are to purge evil from among the midst of God’s people. Why? A little leaven leavens the whole lump. 
Sin does not stand still. Sin permeates the body. We’re not to live that way because Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. Since we’ve partaken of Christ we’re to keep the Passover, which was a picture of God setting us free from Satan and from his power, his dominion. Because we have been set free, we no longer have to live a sinful life. When we came to know Jesus Christ, He moved inside of us to break the power of sin.
1 Corinthians 5:12-13 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES. We studied that chapter last week so if you didn’t hear that message, get the notes. It is a vitally needed message. Paul has gone from the subject of an immoral man to the subject of immorality and sin being judged within the church. We don’t judge those outside the church because God is going to judge them. And we don’t separate from those committing this kind of sin who are living in the world, we just have to exit the world—get out of there. Instead, we are to make sure that the Body stays clean—that this church, which Paul says is a temple of God, remains pure. 
The first “Do you not know” is in 1 Corinthians 3.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, (speaking to the church collectively—it’s a plural “you”.) and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. 

In chapter 5, Paul opens with: “It’s reported that there’s immorality among you.” Then he tells them what to do about that immorality and in the process he tells them that he’s upset with them because they haven’t done what they were supposed to do. “You haven’t judged the man. I’m telling you: I want you to judge the man. I want you to put him out, to remove him from your midst, to give him over to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, put him back in the world and shut him out so Satan can have a heyday with him. Perhaps, in the midst of that, having tasted righteousness and having seen what it’s like here, when he’s out in the world he will repent and his spirit will be saved in the day of Christ.” Paul then moves into the subject of judging.

There are no chapter divisions in the Word of God. Paul is on the subject of judging and now he wants to deal with another problem that is in the church: They’re taking each other to court. They’re dragging each other to court. Two Christians are going to court to stand before an unrighteous judge. They’re going to say to that judge who doesn’t know God, “You help us solve our problems.” They’re duking it out or wronging each other or defrauding each other. They threaten: “Okay, then I’m taking you to court.” The person takes the other to the judge, who is unrighteous. This judge is just a man who belongs to that world, who is under the power of Satan, who is in the kingdom of darkness, who is deceived and whose eyes are blind to the gospel.  And he’s standing up there looking at two Christians and asking, “What’s the matter with you guys? Can’t you get along with one another?” So he makes a judgment. When that unrighteous judge makes that judgment, it is a slap in the face of Christianity. 
There was a man by the name of Aristophanes who wrote a play. In it, they’re debating where these lawsuits are going on. They put up a map and determine that they must be going on in Greece, because in Greece and in Corinth they were famous for their lawsuits. They were always dragging people into court. So this group of Christians, who had come to know the Lord Jesus Christ, had taking one other to court, as a pattern of their lives. Is that a common problem in the United States of America? It is! We’re slapping lawsuits on people every time they turn around. They cost a fortune. They can ruin families, reputations, etc. What does God say? Judging problems between believers is not to be done before the unrighteous, but rather to be done before the church.
1 Corinthians 6:4-5 If then you have law courts dealing with matters of this life, do you appoint them as judges who are of no account in the church? I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not among you one wise man who will be able to decide between his brethren? It’s written as kind of an irony—a sarcasm. Isn’t there one wise person here? Remember, Paul has been talking about them living under the wisdom of the world instead of under the wisdom of God. Here again, in going to court, they’re just using the wisdom of the world. So he looks at them and says, “Isn’t there one wise man in this church? Isn’t there one wise man in this body of believers who is able to handle these things? Why then are you going to this unrighteous judge to get this decision?”
1 Corinthians 6:6-7 But brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers? Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. They are going to court to win a case against another brother, but they are losing with God. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded?
Matthew 5:39-48 (This is part of the Sermon on the Mount that Jesus delivered.) “But I say to you, do not resist him who is evil; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if anyone wants to sue you, and take your shirt, let him have your coat also And whoever shall force you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you. You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you (Why? It doesn’t seem logical or right…) in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax-gatherers do the same? And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” There are certain things that you are to judge and certain ways that you are to judge. What do we hear all the time? What is the world quoting to us all the time? “Judge not, lest ye be judged.” Where is that?

Matthew 7:1 (This is from the Sermon on the Mount also. Jesus comes down and says:) Do not judge lest you be judged.
Now we think that’s the end of it. But that’s not the end of it because there is a “for” there:
Matthew 7:2-3 “For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you. And why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?” 
The standard of measure that you judge someone with is the same standard by which you’re going to be judged. In other words, the way you judge determines how you are going to be judged. If you judge gently, you will get gentleness back in the judgment of you, if you judge harshly, you’ll get harshness back in your judgment. You set the course, you set the pace. You determine it. Therefore Paul says, “Watch your standard of measure. But also know this: When you go to judge or to get a speck out of your brother’s eye, yet you have a beam in your own eye, you can’t see clearly to get it out of his eye.” He’s not saying, “I can’t get the speck out of my brother’s eye, (because God wants us to help one another, to take care of one another, to hold one another accountable,) but instead he’s saying, “You get the beam out of your own eye so that you can carefully see to get the speck out of your brother’s eye.” So he’s not saying that you can’t get it out but to watch the way you judge and before you judge always examine yourself to make sure you are right with the Lord.
Matthew 7:5-6 “You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.” 
It’s interesting that this follows “Do not judge.” If we have a pearl or a treasure then we need to be careful who we share that treasure with. We need to discern: Is that person a dog? Is that person a swine? Is that dog going to come back and tear at me? Is that swine going to come back at me, because a rooting pig can be a very mean thing. First you are to discern what is in your own eye so that you can help discern what is in your brother’s eye. Then you are to discern whom you give the precious treasures of God to. Or you could take it another step: If we have a problem, why would we come before an unrighteous person who does not know God and ask him to judge our case when we have wise men among us who can arbitrate? Why are we dragging people to law?

Paul uses the next verse as a pivot after talking about immorality and judging, now he’s going to go back to immorality because he’s not done talking about it. He will use this verse in a pivotal way.
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Who is the judge here? If you’re going to a human court, what is the judge? He’s an unrighteous judge. So here you are, people who used to be unrighteous, now made righteous, coming and standing before and unrighteous judge. Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God. Have you seen that list somewhere before? It was in 1 Corinthians chapter 5. Paul is giving it to us again, saying, “Listen, this is the lifestyle of the unrighteous and they are not going to inherit the kingdom of God. Do not be deceived.” There are a lot of people who are deceived. They do not know that if you have made a profession of faith, have joined the church, are sitting in the congregation—yet you are still unrighteous, you might be sitting there but you are not going to inherit the kingdom of God. That’s exactly what God says, and what He means—and God does not alter His word.

“Fornicators” is again the word “porneia”. “Fornicators” covers all aspects of sexual immorality. So whenever you see the word “porneia” in the Greek, it covers every aspect. Paul wants to make sure we don’t miss a single thing because it’s a matter of life or death.
“Idolater” is someone who puts something in the place of God and bows to that idol—maybe money since Colossians says that idolatry is greed and greed is idolatry—so it’s anybody that puts something in the place of God and submits to it and orders their life according to whatever they are worshiping.

“Adulterers”. Just so you don’t miss it, if you’re married and you’re cutting out on your mate then you are being immoral and guilty of adultery. But to take it one step further:

Matthew 5:27 (Jesus is dealing with these people from v 21 to the end by saying, “You have heard but I say to you.”) “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; 
From what we know here and in Romans, there were rabbis and leaders who weren’t actually physically committing adultery but they were doing it in their minds. 

Kay was in Israel and went in a bookstore, walking around one day taking a break from writing her novel, Israel, My Beloved. She was buying some stuff and got up to the counter. She saw a young yeshiva student who had his hat on with his side curls, all dressed in black garb. He was buying a Playboy or Penthouse, or some other immoral magazine. The cover of it was awful. Kay nearly died. She wanted to say something to him but didn’t. Now she wishes she had. She kicks herself around the block for not saying something to him. When he left, he rolled it up, put it in a paper bag and carried it out. Kay leaned over and said, “Did you see what he bought?” The clerk said, “Oh they come in here and do it all the time.” What does God say? 

Matthew 5:28-30 But I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman… (“keeps on looking” on a woman.) This is not where all of a sudden you see a woman and your hormones come alive, but is where you keep on looking after a woman to lust for her [This man] has committed adultery with her already in his heart. And if your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if you right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you; Some people have taken that literally, but He’s not saying that literally—He’s trying to make a point. It’s that hand or that eye that is causing you to sin. Allowing that hand or that eye to control you will lead you to hell. You would be better off to do whatever is necessary to stop what you’re doing in order not to go to hell. No adulterer has any inheritance in the kingdom of heaven.  …for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to go into hell.
Paul says, “So you’re going before unrighteous judges.” He mentions the unrighteous in chapter 6.

1 Corinthians 6:1 Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the saints?
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
“Effeminate.” They believe it means “male prostitutes”. For a male prostitute to have relations with a man many times would dress himself as a woman or play the role of a woman.

Deuteronomy 22:5 (A passage often used to say that women should not wear slacks—but is taken out of context—because in those days women did wear pants), A woman shall not wear man’s clothing, She is not to look like a man nor shall a man put on a woman’s clothing; for whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD your God. It’s an abomination. Remember that.

In Revelation 21, see that if you are a true child of God, you overcome.

Revelation 21:7-8 He who overcomes shall inherit these things, (referring to eternal life, the New Jerusalem and all that) and I will be his God and he will be My son. But <contrast> for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable (anything God says that is abominable) and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers (Greek word “pharmakia” (φαρμακευσι) meaning “one who uses drugs for magical purposes”) and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. In verse 7 there is a contrast between those who overcome and those who stay in this kind of sin. Those who overcome will inherit heaven, New Jerusalem and all those blessings. But the people who don’t, who stay cowardly and abominable and murderers and users of drugs, their part is going to be in the lake of fire. 
What does it mean to “overcome”? How do we overcome? Write “1 John 5:3-5” next to Revelation 21:7 and underline the word “overcome”. Who are overcomers? Sometimes we think those are only the victorious Christians but we don’t understand what God says a true overcomer is, or a true Christian is.
1 John 5:4-5 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. (Believing God. Taking God at His word.) And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? So are you listening? It’s not by accident, it’s by divine appointment. It’s an answer to our prayer. If you’re reading this and you’re a homosexual; if you’re an adulterer or a thief or a liar or an idolater or covetous person, you don’t have to stay that way. You can be born again. You can change. You say, “There’s no way.” Oh, yes. Because God will wash you, sanctify you, set you apart for Himself, and God will become the Judge to say, “I declare him righteous. Not guilty! There’s no condemnation.” But you say, “I deserve it.” Yes, you deserve it but there’s One, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. It’s Christ, our Passover, who was sacrificed for you that you might be set free from sin, from its power, its dominion, that you might have eternal life.
Paul lays out the list in 1 Corinthians 6 and says, “Don’t you know that the unrighteous are not going to inherit the kingdom of God?” Kay was in that list. She was an adulteress. She was an idolater. Her God was herself instead of God. She was never a drunkard but she fit into that category.
1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you; (You all weren’t that way, but some of you were that way…) but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God. All the bold words are in the indicative mood. In the Greek it means that it is a reality. That’s what you used to be but you have been washed, sanctified, justified—declared righteous.
Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He is the one who justified you. Because He justified you, he is going to glorify you.

Romans 8:30 And whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

Therefore, what Paul wants you to see is this: That you should not come before an unrighteous judge. That’s what you were. You have righteous people judge that instead. But also understand this: The unrighteous people are never going to inherit the kingdom of God. That’s what some of you were—but you’re not that anymore. You’ve been washed (see Titus 3), you’ve had the washing of regeneration. You are a brand new creature in Christ Jesus.

At a women’s conference, one of their staff got an email from one of the women there, who among others, got saved. She was going home from the women’s conference crying, “I’m God’s child! I’m new. I am a new creature in Christ Jesus. I’m a new creature. It’s all gone.” And it is. It’s all gone because Jesus took it away. Now Paul talks about immorality some more. It seems he is anticipating an argument they might have. Paul is a master at this, which you see especially in the book of Romans.

1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything. They might have said, “Wait a minute, Paul. You just said that all things belong to us. So if we’re Christians and all things belong to us, then all things have to be lawful.” Where did he say that all things belong to us? In 1 Corinthians 3:22. Just as Kay was thinking about “all things” she thought that maybe they were throwing Paul’s words back in his face.
1 Corinthians 3:21-23 So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you, whether Pauls or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, But they stopped there and didn’t go on to the next verse. What is the next verse? And you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God. They almost follow that argument—but stop short.

1 Corinthians 6:12 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything. Here is a list of things that you can do to judge everything that you do so that you are found pleasing to God.
1 Corinthians 6:13 Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food; but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord; and the Lord is for the body. 
Anticipating this argument that they’re going to come up with, Paul says, “Look, all things are lawful for me. After all, there’s food and there’s a stomach; the food was made for the stomach. What did God make food for? For the stomach that I have. So the food’s for the stomach and the stomach is for the food. Thus [it follows that] the body has sexual organs therefore those organs are for sex. Paul doesn’t carry it on that far, but the implication is there, isn’t it? So in any given situation, because I’m a child of God who has been redeemed, and belong to Christ, how am I to discern what to do and what not to do so that I’m not deceived and walk in a way pleasing to God?
Lamentations is a book that was written after Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 BC. It shows the status of the remnant of people left in Jerusalem after Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, has come in and leveled the city and destroyed the temple.

Lamentations 1:8 Jerusalem sinned greatly, therefore she has become an unclean thing. All who honored her despise her because they have seen her nakedness; even she herself groans and turns away. The reason God took them into captivity and judged His own people (just as 1 Corinthians 5 says) was because of their idolatry. They went after other gods and worshiped them. They listened to false prophets who gave them chaff instead of wheat, who led them astray and said, “Peace, peace” when there was no peace. She (Jerusalem) had played the harlot. The Bible says she lifted up her skirt to every passerby. She committed spiritual adultery. (The people were committing physical adultery too.)

Lamentations 1:9a  Her uncleanness was in her skirts; she did not consider her future therefore she has fallen astonishingly;
Anytime you’re tempted to do anything you need to ask yourself these questions:

1. Is it profitable? “Profitable” means “beneficial”. Is it beneficial? This comes from v 12.

2. Will it master me? Will it overpower or dominate me? 
John 8:34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.”You don’t look at that first pornographic book or movie. Don’t get into an internet chat room and start talking to those people. Why? Because even as Kay read in a Christian magazine about a woman who got in a chat room and found herself in an immoral state in her heart and in her mind committing adultery. (I Corinthians 6:12)

3. Can I do this as unto the Lord? Whatever I’m going to do can I do it as unto the Lord?

1 Corinthians 6:13 Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food; but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, Paul is going to tell them in 1 Corinthians 7 that sex within marriage is wonderful (as in Hebrews and other places) but sex outside of marriage God will judge (Hebrews 13:4) …but for the Lord; and the Lord is for the body. The body is for the Lord and not for immorality. So can I do this as unto the Lord? Paul gives a principle addressing this:
1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Whatever you do—when you go into a chat room, when you go shopping, when you behave or respond, are you doing it for the glory of God?

1 Corinthians 6:14 Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power. He “raised” the Lord, but “raise us up” has an “ek” in front of it. So He is going to raise us up out of corruption. This corruption is going to put on incorruption. This mortal is going to put on immortality. Paul will deal with this again in 1 Corinthians 15 when we study the resurrection. God not only raised the Lord (God did not allow him to see corruption) do you not know this body, when it dies, is not the end of it. This corruptible must put on incorruption. This mortal when it dies will put on immortality. This mortal is going to be raised up out of that grave. How God’s going to do it, or gather us out of the sea or gather ashes, is up to Him. But He’s God. He made Adam and Eve out of the dust of the earth and He made you out of someone else who was made out of the dust of the earth. This body is not the end of it when it dies. It will be raised. 
1 Corinthians 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them the members of the harlot? May it never be!

4. Can I do this with the Lord’s body? Can I turn on this station, pay this money, buy this, watch this with His eyes, can I listen with His ears, can I do this with the Lord’s body? Is it profitable? Is it beneficial to me? Will it master me? Can I do this as unto the Lord? I’m doing this action as unto You, God. And I’m doing it with Your body.

1 Corinthians 6:16 Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “The two shall become one flesh. He’s quoting Genesis 2:24 when he talks about Adam and Eve coming together: “You shall leave your father and mother and shall become one flesh.” The very act of sexual relations makes a man and a woman one body because of the way God designed us. It unites us into one. Can I take this body that has been washed, sanctified, justified, that belongs to the Lord and join it with a harlot? If I do, who am I joining with a harlot? Christ. Can I take my eyes, can I do these things? What am I doing? I’m taking the very members of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 6:17 But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. When we were washed, justified, and sanctified, we joined ourselves with the Lord. So the Lord came to dwell inside of me. So I can’t do this to the members of Christ.

5. Does my body glorify the Lord? Look at the way Kay dresses. Does her body glorify the Lord? If she weren’t on television and if there weren’t men present in the audience she would hike it up higher because that’s where a lot of Christians are wearing them today. She sat in Sunday school the other day and there was a woman whose dress was so short… It was awful. It’s the style. Kay can’t find longer skirts anymore. It’s not that she’s trying to hide anything (she has great legs!) but can she dress like that for the Lord? The bathing suits you wear, the clothes you wear, everything you do, can you talk like that for the Lord? Does your body, tongue, mind, eyes, the way you dress, the way you act, glorify the Lord?
1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body but the immoral man sins against his own body. Because this body is the Lord’s, then when you sin, when you commit immorality, God has got to judge that. 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of God, of the Holy Spirit who is in you whom you have from God and that you are not your own. You have been bought with a price therefore glorify God in your body. You have been bought with a price. What was that price? It was the blood of the Lamb of God. It was the death of Jesus Christ. You don’t belong to yourself. You belong to Him; you are not your own. You have to ask, “Does my body glorify the Lord?” because it belongs to Him. “To glorify” means “to give a correct opinion, a correct estimate,” of who God is.

Kay got a letter from a friend of hers. It said, “It all began last October when I was listening to a message on the Cross by Irwin Lutser. In this message he told the story of a homosexual that had been healed and how his story was still being used by God to heal others even long after his death of AIDS. This message gave me the courage I needed to say, ‘I will come out of the closet.’”

Now this man had become a Christian. He was a homosexual. He was also a murderer. He didn’t tell Kay about the homosexuality, only the murder. He was afraid to tell her and now he was writing to tell her. He continued, “I’ve got men that I never thought of coming to me trying to get me to perform things that I won’t, even though they try to force it on me. I think you would be proud of me in the way that I’ve been handling it. I remember what you told us during the 1 Corinthians study. When he tried, I told him that I couldn’t do that. He asked why. I said, ‘I just don’t do that anymore.’ Then he stated, ‘It’s just you and me. No one else will know.’ I stated, ‘But I’d know—and God would.’ Another time my response was, ‘I just can’t drag God into that.’ He said, ‘What do you mean?’ I told him that the Holy Spirit of God lives inside of me and everything that I do God is doing with me through His Spirit. I’m not going to drag God into something that He calls an abomination in His sight. Through Jesus Christ, I’ve been victorious through all these trials. I really don’t look forward to them but I do know that they’re helping to strengthen and prove my faith.” That’s the story of Kay’s friend.

How could he resist? It’s because of what he knows. Kay’s message is this—bottom line—Do you not know that your body is the temple of the living God. You were bought with a price. Now glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are His.
