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Precept Ministries
1 Corinthians Part One

Lesson 0 – Paul and Corinth
It will be interesting someday to sit down and read the history books on the United States of America. As we look at our nation, those who still have a moral standard, who still adhere to the Word of God, will look at those history books and say, “How did we get so messed up?” Here is a nation founded because people wanted the privilege of worshiping God, not apart from the Word of God, but with freedom to worship Him in the church the way they wanted. Here was a nation founded on reading primers that used the Ten Commandments. Who would have thought in 1998, as we approached the millennium, that all over the world there would be pictures of the President of the United States, William Jefferson Clinton, talking about scandals connected with him before becoming President and during his Presidency; talking about sexual improprieties with a number of women who came forth claiming that he had been immoral with them and that he had taken advantage of them. Then to think that when they took the polls they discovered that America said, “It’s all right. It doesn’t matter. What he does is his business. The economy is good.” And he gets our ratings.
How can a society abandon God, sink deeper and deeper into a pit that they dig with their own hands, then deny that there’s anything wrong with it? Maybe you think about your own life and wonder, “How did I get so messed up? Forget the nation being messed up, how did I get so messed up?” How do we get this way? How do we end up in such a state of decadence and debauchery that there are no more absolutes? 

As we look at the Word of God, we see a city called Corinth. Two epistles included in the Word of God, 1 and 2 Corinthians, were written to a people living in a city who had sunk into the depths of moral decay just like our nation has. Kay wants to look at Corinth and get the geographical, historical and cultural context before beginning the study of the Book of Corinthians.

Corinth
Corinthians was written to people living in the city of Corinth. It was on an isthmus, a narrow stretch of land that connected the Peloponnesians with the rest of Greece. Corinth was about 45 miles southeast of Athens. It was a short distance from a very important port called Cenchrea. You may remember reading about that in the book of Acts because Paul sails from Cenchrea. This city of Corinth was strategic because of its location. 
Located on a narrow four mile stretch of isthmus, it became a bridge for goods being transported from one end of the Mediterranean Sea to the other. From the port of Lechaenia to Cenchrea, they would bring their ships, unload their products which they would put on smaller ships, then they would roll them across on a rack-type thing to take them to the other side of the water. This was done to avoid going around the bottom of the Peloponnesus which would be an extra 200-250 mile journey through dangerous waters due to storms. 
Corinth started out as a Greek city that was destroyed in 146 B.C. by the Roman consul. It lay in ruins for 100 years but was rebuilt in 44 B.C. by Julius Caesar. When he rebuilt the city, it became a major city in this part of the world. It was the capitol of the Province of Achaia. It was a city of commerce. Sailors, while their goods were being transported, would go into the city of Corinth to buy wares in the agora. They would sleep with the prostitutes. It wasn’t only a city of commerce but also of idolatry. As a result of that idolatry, it was a city of immorality. There were all sorts of temples in Corinth. All sorts of gods were worshiped, among them Hercules, and the god of healing with his daughter Hygiena (How would you like to name your daughter Hygiena?). There was the temple of Poseidon, and the temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of love. 

Corinth had an “Acrocorinth”, a 2000 foot high mountain-like place in the city that was their line of defense. Beyond that there were six miles of wall that protected and defended this city. This Acrocorinth was also the place of worship where Aphrodite’s temple sat. In it, there were 1000 priestesses. They practiced the religion of Aphrodite by having sex as part of their religious practice, then, at night they would come down off the Acrocorinth, go into the marketplace and ply their wares. So it was a city greatly known for its immorality, for its debauchery. People came from all over the world—Spain, Italy, North Africa, Egypt, from the East. There were people from all over with different religious practices and worship. 

Corinth also had the Isthmus Games. They were second to the Olympics. Many times when Paul writes he uses athletic terminology. In 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Paul makes reference to some of the events that went on at these Isthmus Games. These games were honored and the prizes given away at the temple of Poseidon. 

Thus, it’s a city of prominence, great commerce, idolatry, and immorality. In that day and age, they coined the word “to corinthianize” meaning “to get involved in the worst of sexual immorality.” How did Corinth sink so low? It’s probably in the same way that the United States of America has sunk so low. Why are we living in a world, in a time, in an age, where the nations have forgotten God and turned their backs on Him and are totally opposed to Christianity? Has it always been this way? Has it always been so: That men haven’t really known that there is a God, that they had yet to discover Him? Romans 1 has a description of how we have gotten so very messed up. Romans was written by Paul when he was in Corinth. He was on his third missionary journey and had been to Corinth previously. While there he sat down and wrote the book of Romans.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

The book of Romans begins the epistles. We think of it as a strong doctrinal book that explains the gospel in great detail. Paul, sitting in Corinth, writes a letter to Rome, laying out every aspect of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s the constitution of our faith. 
Kay is a teacher. If God lays something on her heart then she shares it wherever she goes and wherever she speaks unless He tells her something different. What Paul wrote to Rome he had obviously shared with the Corinthians while he was in Corinth and those people understood it.  Romans is a book of doctrine but the book of Corinthians is a book of reproof. Paul has to deal with the church at Corinth because there are things that are wrong.
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
What does Paul do when he enters a city? What is his strategy for taking that city for the gospel of Jesus Christ? Paul is not ashamed of this gospel. Why? Because it is the power of God unto salvation. What is the answer for the United States of America? What is the answer for the nations of this world that have turned their backs on God? It’s the same thing that was the answer for Corinth and Rome: the gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s the good news that, although you have sunk into a pit that you may have dug with your own hands, although you have descended to the very depths of iniquity, God is there. Through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, He wants to reach down and get you. He wants to take you out of that pit. He wants to take you, who were so messed up, set you apart, and sanctify you and make you His very own.

With all the sin going on in our nation, the blatant sin, we’ve forgotten to blush. As Kay listens to people who say, “We can’t hold those people accountable because we all sin, we all act this way,” she thinks about what is said in Galatians 6:8.
Galatians 6:8 For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life. 
Next to that verse in her Bible, Kay wrote: God does not reverse the consequences of sin.
We sow, and what we sow is what we reap. We sow corn, we reap corn. We sow immorality, we reap the consequences of that immorality. We reap broken families, abortions, illegitimate pregnancies. This is what happens. Although God does not reverse the consequences of sin, He does redeem—and that’s what the gospel is all about. It’s all about redemption: buying you out of a slave market of sin and setting you free from slavery to sin so that you can live a life of righteousness. So Paul writes to the Romans, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also the Greek.” 
Now remember, he is in Corinth. This is what the people were like who were living in Corinth:
1 Corinthians 6:9a Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Unrighteous people are living immorally. It doesn’t matter if you are carrying a Bible. It doesn’t matter if you go to church or call yourself a Christian. If you don’t live righteously you’re not going to inherit the kingdom of God. Yes, we’re all sinners but once Jesus Christ comes in, He sets us free from sin. “If the Son shall set you free, you shall be free indeed.” He says that in relationship to sin in John 8.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; Do not be deceived: You can’t go by your own thinking, by your own reasoning… neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, All of those were the results of the idolatry and the immorality that was going on in Corinth. …nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. Then Paul says this:

1 Corinthians 6:11 Such were some of you; How did you get that way? We’ll see. …but you were washed, but you were sanctified, You were made clean. You were brought up out of that miry pit of sin and all that iniquity and the stench of it all. You were made clean, washed, sanctified, set apart. …but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. That’s why Paul is not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s the power of God unto salvation. It’s what brings you out of the pit of sin, washes you, sets you apart for God. You were washed. You were justified.

Romans 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.” Salvation—Old Testament, New Testament—has always been by faith, by hearing what God says, by acknowledging who God is, by bowing the knee to God, obeying God, taking God at His word and living accordingly. But there’s a contrast:

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,… 
When God made us, He made us in the image of God. And when you and I are created in the image of God, then when we sin we are suppressing the truth of what we are supposed to be. When we suppress the truth in our ungodlikeness and in our unrighteousness, then the wrath of God has to be revealed from heaven. The wrath of God has to judge sin. God does not reverse the consequences of sin. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.”

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Romans 1:19 ...because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. In other words, each one of us has an awareness of God—a God-consciousness. It’s innate inside. It’s a knowledge that there is somebody that is above us, beyond us, that there’s another power in this universe. And that power is God.

Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made (that’s you and me), so that they (we) are without excuse.
The United States of America will be without excuse before God. We are far more without excuse before God than many other nations because we have had a lot of light in this world. No nation on the face of the earth has more Christian radio, Christian television, Christian publications, varieties of Bibles, churches and all sorts of para-church organizations than the U.S. There is none. Yet look at where we have sunk.  What are the history books going to show us? God says that we are without excuse. Why? Because we have a witness within that there is a God. We can know that there is a God. We have the witness without that there is a God.

Romans 1:21-22 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, They knew that there was a God but they suppressed that knowledge of God. They professed to be wise but, in professing to be wise, they became fools. What does God do as a result of that?
Romans 1:23 And exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 

The Corinth of Paul’s day was a world filled with idolatry. It was a city that had many temples where people would come and worship their gods. They had made gods created with their own minds that were the results of their own speculations, their imaginations, their pleasures, their desires. They were gods that usually didn’t make any demands on them morally because their gods were usually very immoral. When they turned from God to idols, God gave them over:

Romans 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. That’s what you see happening in Corinth. They worship these gods and as a result, God gives them over. He lets them go. He gives them over to impurity so they do things that are wrong. They dishonor their bodies—bodies that, as in 1 Corinthians, were meant to be temples of the living God.

Romans 1:25-27 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing (This is what God says:) indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.

Sometimes we need to sit down and stop and think: What will the consequences be of this action? What am I going to reap as a result of doing this? When they dishonor their bodies, going into homosexuality or lesbianism, they reap in their own bodies the due penalty of their error. Look at AIDS and what has happened as a result of our immorality and how AIDS takes its toll on the body. Yes, you can get it from drugs, but if people are on drugs, they are being immoral, so it just spreads. It’s a vicious spiral that just goes down and down and down.

Romans 1:28a And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind (KJV: a reprobate mind), 
What is a depraved or reprobate mind? In essence, it’s a mind that says there are no absolutes: no black and white, no right or wrong, evil is good and good is evil. That’s a reprobate mind and that’s what we have in the history of the United States of America. We have a whole nation with a reprobate mind. There are no absolutes. It’s perfectly all right to sleep with someone outside marriage. If you look at how we have descended to the very depths. How did we get this way? We did not acknowledge God as God so He gave us over. 
Romans 1:28b-32…to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and although they know the ordinance of God, Although they know that God has spoken; although they know that God has laid down laws; although they know that there are things that are evil and things that are good, and God has drawn a line in the sand—but it’s not in the sand, it’s in concrete—although they know this; although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, (Deep inside they know they are worthy of death,) they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 
President Bill Clinton was all of a sudden confronted with accusations of sexual indiscretion. Whether they were legitimate or not, God knows. But how did the country respond? By saying, “It’s his own private life and in private you can do anything you want.” There’s no right or wrong. What do they do? “They practice these things then give hearty approval to others who do the same.” That’s bad, but it’s worse when pastors, church members and church leaders are caught in immorality and we excuse it. We cover it up or send them to another church or denomination and they go on in their immorality. That’s what really gets to Kay. Who should know better—the world, or those who profess to know Jesus Christ? Those who carry a Bible should know and yet we cover it up, excuse sin in the church because of sin in our own lives. Is that the way to deal with sin? If so, you’re just digging a deeper ditch and sinking more and more into that pit. How do you get out of it? 
This study is all about those who are living in this kind of a Corinthian environment, who have come out of the pit and those who are going back down into that pit. That’s what Corinthians is all about. It’s reproof to show us where we’re wrong, and correction to show us how to take what’s wrong and make it right. You’ll learn and understand what’s wrong, then how to make it right.
History of the Nations
These were people who knew God but glorified Him not as God. Eventually, they ended up living in a world filled with idolatry and immorality. It’s a world where one nation after another falls because God won’t let any nation that walks away from the knowledge of Him get away with it.

Look at the nations and where they have come from. They knew very clearly that there was a God but they did not glorify God and that’s how they got in the mess they were in. But because God is God, because He is loving and His mercies are new every morning, and because His compassions fail not, God is there to reach down and get us out of that mess, to redeem us, to bring us to Himself, to wash us, to sanctify us, to justify us, to declare that we are righteous. 

Kay mentioned to her son that she was going to teach out of the book of Jude. He said that one of his favorite verses was from the book of Jude.

Jude 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,
Kay’s son looked at her with tears in his eye because his life has been one caught up in sin, and said, “Oh mother, won’t that be a glorious day to be known and recognized as blameless? To be able to walk in and not be rejected because of your sin because now you are blameless before Him? God wants us to live blameless lives now. God wants to present us blameless before Him. He is able to keep us from stumbling. 

The nations knew God and they stumbled and ended up in the depths of the consequences of sin. God is stressed by man whom He has created.
Genesis 6:5-6 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. If God looked then and saw the wickedness in man, was grieved in His heart, and sorry that He’d made man, then know that God’s heart has not changed. As He looks at all our sin, He’s grieved and probably, in a sense, sorry that He made us.
Genesis 6:7 The LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.” Here we were, made in His image, and right from the beginning (Genesis 3) we find men sinning, being deceived, believing a lie; and sin entering into the world. By this time, God is grieved because:

Genesis 6:11-13 Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth. Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth. What did God do? There was a flood. You may not know about it. You may not have studied it. People may have said, “Oh it was just a little local flood.” No it wasn’t. The Bible tells us that in the last days men are going to deny that God judged the world in such a way, but He did. Only those in the ark were spared. Noah built an ark out of gopher wood. There were eight people in the ark plus all the clean and unclean animals—a certain number of each one. God brought a flood upon the earth and He destroyed every living thing that was not inside that ark. God brought judgment upon the earth but spared Noah because Noah was righteous in His sight. When they got off the ark there were eight of them: Mr. and Mrs. Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth [and their wives]. Apparently Mr. and Mrs. Noah were beyond childbearing, so Shem, Ham and Japheth, along with their wives, repopulated the earth.
Genesis 9:18 Now the sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem and Ham and Japheth; and Ham was the father of Canaan. From these the whole world was populated. You can see on a map where the descendants went. The descendants of Shem went into the east. Ham’s descendants went into Egypt and Africa. The descendants of Japheth moved through Turkey into Macedonia and up to the areas we now know as Bulgaria, Albania and Greece, then on up into Germany, France and the UK. It was from these three men that the whole earth was populated. These three men knew God. They had experienced the veracity and power of the word of God—the destructive power of God and saving power of God. Yet in Genesis 11, people knew there is a God but did not honor Him as God. They were to spread all over the  earth and multiply.

Genesis 10:32-11:2 These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to the genealogies, by their nations; and tout of these the nations were separated on the earth after the flood. Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words. It came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. Where is Shinar? It’s where Iraq is now.
Genesis 11:3-4 They said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly.” And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar. They said, “Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.” “We don’t want to do what God says. So let’s build a city and a tower.”

Genesis 11:5-9 The LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. The LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them.  Why? This is man with all of his capabilities made in the image of God. The image is distorted but man is powerful. Put man together collectively, communicating and pooling all their resources, their insights, innate abilities, talents and gifts, and there’s nothing that man can’t do. So God says: “Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will not understand one another’s speech.” So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth. Babel becomes Babylon. This is in the east, the part of the world that is Iraq. From here they scatter, go around the world as God said. Thus there are born all these Gentile nations. 
But God needs a people for Himself. God wants to bring forth a Redeemer, a Messiah, a Christ, who can redeem people from their sin. He knows that the intent of their hearts is for evil and will always be evil. He knows that they need new hearts. So God reaches down in the same location (Iraq) to the Ur of the Chaldees and He calls on a man by the name of Abram. God tells him, “I am going to make of you a great nation. In you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” Thus, God is going to make a new nation which comprise a people of His choosing—a chosen nation, a peculiar people—a people of His own possession. They will be a people in whom He will invest His own mind, His counsel, His laws, His way of living. Abram was married to Sarai; their names were changed to Abraham and Sarah. Sarah gives birth to a son Isaac, who gives birth to two sons, Jacob and Esau. God said, “Jacob have I loved. Jacob have I chosen.” So first there is Abraham, then Isaac, then Jacob. 
Jacob is a scoundrel, but one day he meets God face to face when He wrestles with Him. God changes his name to Israel. From his loins come the twelve tribes of Israel, God’s chosen people, God’s covenant nation, that is to take the news about God and share it with all the world. Those people know God. Those people end up down in Egypt. 
God comes along after 400 years of slavery in Egypt and sends a deliverer by the name of Moses who delivers the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. He parts the Red Sea, brings all these plagues—he delivers them—and they know that there is a God. These nations knew that there is a God because of the stories that had been passed down but now the nation of Israel really knows that there is a God because they have seen Him. They follow Him until finally one day when Moses is gone for too long on top of a mountain getting the Law. They say, “Make us a golden calf that we might worship this God who has brought us out of the land of Egypt.” 
We get weary of God. He doesn’t move on our time table, He doesn’t do the things we want so we get in a mess. We know God, yet we turn to other things and expect them to fulfill the place of God and we get into trouble. They knew that there was a God. They knew how they were to worship their God now that they had the Law. They did not obey. God lays it down very clearly for them by Moses as he writes in Deuteronomy.
Deuteronomy 30:15-19 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity;…the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live… “Know this: If you don’t obey Me, then I will to judge you and I will put you out of the land.” 
They knew that there is a God when the word of the prophets came to pass when the Babylonians eventually arrived in 586 BC, after the Assyrians. The Babylonians took the Southern Kingdom captive and led them to Babylon (modern-day Iraq). He destroyed their temple just like He said. They, when they knew God, had not honored Him as God. They became vain in their imaginations so the temple they had set up in Jerusalem had become a temple where they worshiped the sun god. Like the Corinthians, they had temple prostitutes. They had male homosexual prostitutes and everything going on in the very temple of God and He had had it. So He brought them into captivity—70 years of captivity in total. Then God brought them back to the land just like He promised. Now they would not go into idolatry. Now they would have an external religion that did not impact, change, or circumcise their hearts. God saw the mess they were in. He saw the mess that the world was in. In the fullness of time, God brought forth His Son—a Jew. God in the flesh. Did they know that there is a God? They had every reason to know that God had appeared in the flesh because of the works that Jesus Christ did and the words that Jesus Christ spoke. But many of them—religious people now—in God’s chosen nation—plugged up their ears and refused to listen, refused to believe.
John 1:11-12 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
When Jesus Christ came, His focus was on this tiny land that once used to be called Canaan, not Palestine. It was never called Palestine in the Bible. This land of Israel—this land that belongs to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob/Israel as an everlasting possession forever and ever. So Jesus came to this land, to the Jews. He died. He died as a sacrifice, as an offering, as a payment for your sin and my sin. He died in order to reach down with His hand of salvation into the pit that we dug with our own hands, to lift us up and bring us out of that pit. They buried Him and the third day He rose again from the dead. Death could not hold Him because God’s righteousness, God’s holiness, was satisfied through the death of the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, who takes away the sins of the world.
There was a man living at that time who never had an encounter with Jesus Christ but he had had many encounters with those Jews who had come to believe that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah. He didn’t like them and was determined to snuff them out. One day, as he was going up to Damascus in what is today modern Syria, he met Jesus Christ. He became blind as a result, was led to this person’s house. God called on a man named Ananias and told him to go to Paul.

Acts 9:15-16 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”
Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the power of God unto salvation.” Salvation that gets us out of all the mess of sin. It is the power of God unto salvation to the Jew first and to the Gentile. It was Paul who was commissioned by God to bear the name of the Lord Jesus.
Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given unto men, whereby we must be saved. (KJV) 
On Paul’s second missionary journey, God sent Paul to the city of Corinth. To the city that had sunk into the depths of sin. Why? Because it is a trustworthy statement that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. It’s the sick that need a physician so Paul, commissioned by God, goes to the city of Corinth and introduces them to the gospel—the good news—of Jesus Christ and salvation and the way out of your sin—the permanent way out of sin. You and I who belong to Him do not have to live in the pit. You and I who belong to Him are to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present age. You know about God. You’ve heard about God. You’ve heard about the love of God, the plan of God, the heart of God to reach the world. You’ve seen it and you’ve heard it. What are you going to do with it? How are you going to respond to the Word of God? How are you going to respond to the  truth? Will you believe it or are you going to seek to alter it to fit your own convenience, your own thinking, your own way? You can do that—but it won’t work.
John 14: 6 [Jesus is] the way, the truth, and the life; no man comes to the Father but through [Him]. 
This will be a good study. It will be a study to show you how to get out of the mess that you’re in if you’re in it, and how to live righteously in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.
