I JOHN

“KNOW”

1097. ginó̄skō; To know, in a beginning or completed sense; that is, to come to know, to gain or receive a knowledge of. (A) Generally: (B) In a judicial sense, to know by trial, to inquire into or examine the reason or cause C) In the sense of to know from others, learn, find out. (D) In the sense of to perceive, observe, be aware of (E) In the sense of to understand or comprehend, (F) By euphemism, to lie with a person of another sex 

Sometimes there can be no distinction between the two verbs ginó̄skō and epiginó̄skō  Sometimes, however, epiginó̄skō suggests advanced knowledge or special appreciation (Rom. 1:32, “﻿when they knew full well﻿” [a.t.], while Rom. 1:21 “﻿they knew God﻿” [ginó̄skō] simply suggests that they could not avoid the perception of God). In the Gospel of John, ginó̄skō denotes personal fellowship with God or Christ and also between the Father and the Son (John 10:14, 15, 27). Since the Father and the Son know each other they love each other (John 3:35). The same relationship exists between the Lord Jesus and His disciples (John 13:1). To know (ginó̄skō) the Father and the Son, since They have life, is to have Their life which is eternal life (John 5:26; 17:3). To know God is to be directed by love (1 John 4:7, 8) and is, therefore, followed by a life of love and the execution of Christ﻿’s commandments (1 John 2:3ff.). See also John 15:9; 13:34. Thus, it could be said that ginó̄skō means to believe, for it is through faith that we come to love the Lord. Knowing God is certainly more than just knowing about Him (John 6:42; 7:28). It is knowing the relation that He has with the Father (John 10:38; 14:31ff.). He who knows God sees Him (John 14:7ff.). He who believes also knows (John 5:24; 6:60ff.) and he who knows believes (John 10:38; 14:20). Without faith one cannot know either initially or progressively (John 16:30; 17:7, 8). Sometimes epiginó̄skō implies a special participation in the object known and gives greater weight to what is stated (John 8:32), in which it is equivalent to believing and then knowing the truth. In 2 Tim. 4:3 the word epiginó̄skō stresses the participation in the truth, not simply believing it. Epiginó̄skō indicates a closer relationship resulting from a fuller knowledge (see Col. 1:6). In 1 Cor. 13:12 the two words are used together, ginó̄skō as our knowledge here on earth, and epiginó̄skō as our knowledge in our perfect state in heaven, even as we are known (epiginó̄skō) in a fuller way by Him here on earth. Epiginó̄skō also has the sense of to discover, ascertain, determine (Luke 7:37; 23:7; Acts 9:30; 19:34; 22:29; 28:1). Epígnōsis , meaning full knowledge, as well as the verb epiginó̄skō, have a particular object in mind, that is, almost a technical meaning, e.g., the conversion to Christianity (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Tim. 2:25; Ti 1:1)
1 John 2:3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

1 John 2:4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 

1 John 2:5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 

1 John 2:13 I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. 

1 John 2:14 I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.

1 John 2:18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. 

1 John 2:29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.

1 John 3:1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
1 John 3:6 No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. 

1 John 3:16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
1 John 3:19 We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him 

1 John 3:20 in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart and knows all things. 
1 John 3:24 The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

1 John 4:2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God
1 John 4:6 We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

1 John 4:8The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

1 John 4:13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 

1 John 4:16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

1 John 5:2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments. 

1492/ 3608a.  eídō or oída  generally meaning to know intuitively or instinctively.

The contrast between ginó̄skō and oída (1492), is that the first often suggests an acquired knowledge, but oída suggests intuitive knowledge, that is, I know what I know because I am what I am. Man, for example, does not have the intuitive knowledge or instinct that an animal has because he is not an animal, and vice versa. In the same sense, man cannot know as God knows because he is not God. This is made clear in John 8:55, “Yet ye have not known [egnó̄kate] him, but I know [oída] him.” Man cannot know the Father experientially, but the Lord Jesus knows the Father intuitively because He and the Father are one, of the same essence. In John 13:7 the Lord Jesus said to Peter, “What I do [the washing of his feet] you do not know [intuitively because you are not what you will one day be in order to understand the deeper significance of My actions] now, but thou shalt know hereafter [gnó̄sē, it will be shown to you, it will be explained to you and then you will understand]”. In Mark 4:13 the Lord Jesus said to His disciples: “Know ye not [oídate {1492}, you have not intuitively perceived in spite of the fact that you are My disciples, which you should have been able to perceive] this parable? And how then will ye know [gnó̄sesthe, know by observation even if somebody tells you and explains it] all parables?” In Matt. 7:23, “And then will I profess [homologé̄sō {3670}, confess or I shall agree] unto them, I never knew you [égnōn {1097}, came to observe you as having experienced Me].” However, in Matt. 25:12 the Lord spoke to the unprepared virgins, “I know you not [ouk oída, I do not intuitively know you as being my own, I do not recognize you intuitively].” The unprepared virgins were not rejected because they did not have oil in their lamps, but because they were not related to Jesus Christ. 
1 John 2:11 But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 
1 John 2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.

1 John 2:21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 

1 John 2:29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.

 1 John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 

1 John 3:5 You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 

1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. 
1 John 3:15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.
1 John 5:13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

1 John 5:15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. 

1 John 5:18 We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him. 

1 John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 
