Precepts Ministries with Kay Arthur

First John, Lesson 1, Overview

“Are the Jews and Those Who Don’t Believe in Jesus Going to Heaven?”
In 1982, Phil Donahue had a well-known religious personality on his show. The audience became very aggressive in their questions. One woman stood up and said, “I’m a Jew. Am I going to go to Heaven?” He answered, “God will do what is fair and just.” Then another woman stood up and said, “I don’t believe in Jesus Christ. Am I going to go to Heaven?” He answered, “God is righteous and just. He will do what is fair and just.”

Am I going to go to Heaven? Do you really think that they wanted to know or were they trying to just pin this man against the wall? I don’t know, but I will tell you this, he never really answered their questions. Is a Jew or a person who does not believe in Jesus Christ going to go to Heaven? Is a fair and just God, a God of the Jews, as this man said, and is a God of the Gentiles, going to let someone go to Heaven if they don’t believe in Jesus Christ? We’re going to answer that question today as we look at it precept upon precept. 

Am I going to go to Heaven if I die and don’t believe in Jesus Christ? 

The president of the Southern Baptist Convention one year got in trouble because he made the statement, “Jews are not going to go to Heaven.” The newspapers and people who picked that statement up, rose up in arms and said, “How could he say that and how could he be so bigoted?” Others said, “What right do you have to say to me, that just because I don’t believe in Jesus Christ, that your God who is supposed to be a God of love, is going to keep me out of Heaven?” I want to answer that question, precept upon precept, line upon line, from the book that God wrote through a number of men over a span of centuries. It is a book that was so superintended by God that it is the mind and heart of God. 

I want to answer that question in respect and in honesty and in love. As I answer it, I will tell you this, I love you enough to tell you the truth even if you hate me. I will not compromise the truth; I never will. Before we look at the answer, let’s go to God, because He is going to have to speak to us and show us truth. Truth is not just intellectually attained; it has to be supernaturally revealed. Let’s pray: 

 “O, Father, we know from your Word that you are a God of love. And that you would not have any to perish, but all should come to the knowledge of Jesus Christ: that all should turn in repentance toward that knowledge. O, Father, this is a question that people are asking and they need a truthful answer, not a compromising answer. So Lord, give them the answers through your Word. Open their eyes and let them see the truth and let the truth set them free. Anoint us from on high. 

In Your Name we pray. Amen

Now, we are looking at the book of First John that you might know that you have eternal life. I am going to stay away from some things that you have in your homework except for a few goodies that I am going to pull out of the first few verses of the first chapter of First John that will help answer our question today. Next week we are going to study a very hard thing called Gnosticism. If you are to understand First John, you have to understand Gnosticism. 

Before you can understand the message of First John, there are some basics about sin you must understand. We know that sin had gotten us all messed up. 

· Sin brought, first of all, death

· Then sin brought us into bondage and made us a slave to sin

· Then sin brought man’s religion, a break-off from true Christianity

· Then sin brought punishment. 

Is a person who is a Jew or a Gentile, black or white, Christian or non-Christian, going to go to Heaven? Do they have a chance? Is Jesus Christ the only way to God? Is He the only ticket that will get you into Heaven? If this is true, then that means that not only the Jews who do not believe in Jesus Christ are excluded from going to Heaven but most of the world is also excluded because most of the world does not believe in Jesus Christ. 

If we are going to find the answers, then we must understand why men are not going to Heaven but why men are going to Hell. If the question is asked, “Am I going to go to Heaven?” then that must mean there is another place to go where men can reside. This is called Hell. But, they say, “Don’t talk to me about Hell! I don’t believe in Hell.” You may not believe in Hell, but I need to talk to you about it. Let’s see what God’s word has to say about it. Sin brings death. When sin brings death, it brings both spiritual and physical death. In Genesis 3, the Bible speaks about Adam where he was placed in the Garden of Eden. He was given a choice to obey or disobey God by telling him that there was one thing that he could not do. He could not eat of the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, because on the day that he would eat of that fruit, “he would surely die.” 

So, Adam and Eve ate the fruit and didn’t physically die on that day. But, they did die spiritually. All of a sudden darkness came into their lives. The light was gone because Jesus is the light. The life was gone because Jesus is the life. When God made man, He made him in His image: body, soul and spirit. The Spirit of God resided inside Adam and Eve because they had life. God is Life. When they sinned, the Spirit of God left them. Now, they simply had a physical body and a soul without a living spirit within them. So they died in that God separated Himself from man because He is pure and cannot behold iniquity. God cannot live in the midst of sin. That is why sin cannot be in Heaven. Nothing that defiles will ever enter into Heaven.

 So, when man sinned, he died spiritually. Eventually, he died physically. We know this because there hasn’t been a person on the face of this earth except Enoch and Elijah who have not died. Both of those men were caught up in Heaven to meet God apart from death. I believe some day those two men will come down; in all probability, they will be the two witnesses mentioned in the book of Revelation who will be killed and raised up in the eyes of everyone and taken up into Heaven. The Jews are waiting for Elijah. Every Passover, they set a place for him to come back because they know that before Messiah comes, Elijah has to come. 

So, when man sinned he died spiritually and physically. Where does a spiritual death lead? If I die spiritually, does it mean that God has left me and is no longer in me and that’s it? No. Because I am spiritually dead, someday, I am going to be eternally separated from God. If I were to give you a chart of the history of time, I would start with the church age (at the cross). Then comes the tribulation, seven years of absolute Hell on earth. There will be a one-world ruler with many wars and famines. It will be tribulation like this world has never seen. At the end of the seven years of tribulation, Jesus is going to come down from Heaven. He will fight in the army of Armageddon when all the nations will be gathered against Israel. Don’t forget; God loves the Jews and I love the Jews too. That’s why I love them enough to tell them the truth. Whatever my answer may be, it is given out of love in truth.

Jesus Christ will come back. He will then set up His Kingdom and rule and reign on this earth for 1000 years. Then this earth and everything in it will be burned up. All of those who love God will be taken with Jesus to a new Heaven and a new earth.

Revelation 21:4 – And He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning or crying or pain; the first things have passed away.
When Jesus does that, He will bring the Great White Throne with Him from Heaven.

Revelation 20:11-12 — “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it and from whose presence earth and Heaven fled away and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, (not the living) the great and the small, standing before the throne. The books were open and another book was open which was ‘the book of life.’ The dead were judged from the things that were written in the books according to their deeds.”

Jesus would see if their names were written in the Book of Life. All the people standing at that Great White Throne would not have their names written in the Book of Life. Why? 

Revelation 20:13 — The sea gave up the dead who were in it and death and Hades (or Hell) gave up the dead who were in them and they were judged according to their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown into the Lake of Fire. This is the second death.

The Lake of Fire, the Second Death

The Lake of Fire is the second death. If anyone’s name is not found in the Book of Life, he will be thrown into the Lake of Fire. That Lake of Fire was not prepared for man. It was never God’s intention to cast men into the Lake of Fire. The Lake of Fire was prepared for the devil and his angels.

Matthew 25:41 — Then He will also say to those on His left, “Depart from me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.”

Jesus is saying this after He has come back down to earth and sets up His kingdom. He will gather all of the nations of this earth and He will judge them. He will put the sheep on His right hand and the goats on the left. The sheep are the ones who have been good to the Jews and have taken care of them during this horrible tribulation period when there will be a holocaust of holocausts against Israel. The world is so apart from God that they do not love the Jews. Bless Israel’s heart. I get so excited over there and say, “You go, boys! You stand and you fight. That’s your land and God is going to give it to you some day.” When I go to Israel, I get into a cab with one of those precious Jews and say, “This is your land and God is going to give it to you some day.” And they say, “Oh, tell us about it.” He is going to say to those on his left:

 Matthew 25:41 — “Depart from me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.” 

Mark 9:48 — The Lake of Fire “where the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched.”

So, if you don’t go to Heaven, where are you going to go? You will go to the Lake of Fire where you will live forever and ever. It is an eternal place. 

Matthew 25:46 — These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.

If Eternal Life is forever and ever, then Eternal Punishment is forever and ever also.

You say, “I can’t understand it; I can’t conceive it.” I can’t either. “Why would God do something like that?” It is not God’s desire; He is not willing that any should perish. But man chooses; God gives us a way to walk. He said, “This is the way. Walk ye in it.” 

He gives us free choice just like He gave to Adam and Eve. 

But God, because He’s God, tells us what the consequences will be. He warns us. That is what He is doing right now through this teaching. He is warning you and all those who are listening and watching that not only is there a Heaven but there also is a Hell. If you say, “I don’t believe it.” That's all right. That does not change it. It does not change even if I believe it or don’t believe it. God said it and that settles it. I do not have to believe it in order for it to be settled. 

So, where are men going if they don’t go to Heaven? To Hell? It is not technically Hell; it is the Lake of Fire. Hell is a holding place (it is bad too) until man is cast into the Lake of Fire. 

The question is, “How do I escape Hell and instead, go to Heaven. 

If I am a Jew or a Gentile or a Muslim, or a Baptist, black or white or red, can I go to Heaven?” Yes! Of course you can, as long as you have the ticket. What is the ticket and how do you get it? How did God plan it all and why does it work the way it works?

Who goes to Hell, to the Lake of Fire, the living or the dead? It is the dead who stand before God. When they stand before God and are cast into the Lake of Fire, this is called the second death? They had a first death when they were born into this life. In sin did my mother conceive me (Psalm 51). And you were dead in your trespasses and sins. (Eph 2:1) So they had a first death and now, have a second death. How are they to get life so they do not have to face that second death? 

John 5:24 — Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

1. “Verily, Verily,” (KJV) or “Truly, Truly,” — Whenever the Bible says, “Verily, Verily,” or “Truly, Truly,” it is truly, true. Nothing will alter it or change it. It is an absolute truth. You can rest on it; you can trust your life on it. 

2. … he who hears My word can be translated, he who hears the word of me. In other words, he who hears the message is hearing the word about Me. 

3. … and believes Him who sent Me … God sent Jesus down to this earth? We will understand why in a moment.
4. … has eternal life, and does not come into judgment – This is the Great White Throne Judgment. The believer is not going to stand at the Great White Throne Judgment. Those books are not going to be opened. His deeds are not going to be checked because he has believed in Jesus. 

5. … he has passed out of death into life. The verb “passed” is in the perfect tense in the Koine Greek language. The perfect tense is a past-completed action continuing into the present. The New Testament was written in the Koine or common Greek language.

We believed the word about Jesus and about the one who sent Him which is God. The minute we believe what Jesus said and that He was and believe in the One who sent Him, God, life happened to us. The Spirit of God that had left Adam and Eve came back into us. Then we passed from death into life, into His grace, into the marvelous life of God. 

John 5:12 — He who has the Son has the life. He who does not have the Son of God does not have life.
John 10:10b – Jesus said, … I have come that you might have life and have it abundantly.

Many of us have life but do have the abundance of life. We do not have it because we have not studied the Word of God. 

Matthew 4:4 — Man does not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.

Many supposed Christians are hypocrites and many have sad faces and seem to be in a whole lot of trouble. They are this way because they don’t understand the Word of God and don’t know how to live by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.

(Many of you ask what Bible I am reading from. It is the New American Standard and I would suggest for this study that you get one because it is easier to understand and is a very accurate translation. The New International Version is very good also.) 

(As you read through First John notice all of the “in Him's.”)

Go to John 5:10-12: 

1. Vs. 10 — The one who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the witness that God has given concerning His Son.

“God, I really think that you are a liar.” This is what you are calling God when you won’t believe in the witness that God has given concerning His Son.
2. Vs. 11 — And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.

The “witness” is this: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. If I want eternal life, where must we go to find it be we Jew or Gentile? It is in Jesus.

3. Vs 12 — He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.
Illustration: Let’s say that Jesus is standing here and the life is in Jesus. How do we get the life? My Bible represents Jesus and my pad of paper represents life. The pad of paper is in the Bible. If I want to have life (without Jesus), can I take it from Jesus (remove it from the Bible)? No! But if I want life and the life is in Jesus, then I have to take Jesus (the Bible with the pad of paper in it) because when I take Jesus, the life is in Him. If I do not have life, I am dead in my trespasses and sins and am headed right for the Great White Throne Judgment and be cast into the Lake of Fire. It is not so much a matter of whether I am a Jew. It is that I am a human being. No matter who you are, how precious or nice or wonderful you are, or how mean or ugly you are, the question remains, “Do you have life?” 

You may say, “Don’t give me that. I have seen so many people say that they believe in Jesus Christ and it makes me sick. And if you are telling me that those people who live just as bad as I do are going to go to Heaven just because they say that they believe in Jesus, forget it.” I, Kay, understand and I can relate to you. But, just because a person says that they have Jesus, does not mean that they do. Just because a person walks an aisle (alter call) or prays a prayer or gets baptized or confirmed, does make him/her a Christian. If I sit in a garage, it does not make me a car. Likewise, if I sit a church, it does not make me a Christian. 

How do I get to be a real Christian and how do I know what real Christianity is? 

How can I tell if I have life? Do I have to stake my whole future on a prayer, on a membership, on an action of doing something? No. The whole book of First John was written that you might concretely know what real Christianity is and have eternal life. As we study this book in the next weeks we will investigate what real Christianity is. Many will be upset with me and many will say, “See, I told you that they are not going to Heaven.” You will be right about a lot of people but you may be right about yourself too, that you are not going to go Heaven too because you are just like them. You are going to find out how you can be changed, have that life and have it more abundantly. 

Here is a sneak preview of one verse in First John.

1 John 5:13 — These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

We’re going to find out how we know if we have eternal life as we go along. If I’m a sinner, I am dead in trespasses and sins. If I would believe the word about Jesus and that God sent Him, and receive Him into my life so that He would come and live inside of me, then I would have life and not only that, I would have fellowship. 

Go to First John, chapter 1. Review the prologue and see why John is declaring and testifying and proclaiming Jesus Christ. We will go back into Jewish history and see why every Jew should be able to go to Heaven and not cease to be a Jew – also, why every sinner should be able to go to Heaven as along as s/he ceases to be a sinner. It is not possible to cease sinning in our own strength, but it is possible with God. 

1.
1 John 1:1-2 — What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested (displayed, brought out into the open) to us — 

It was displayed to some men who saw Him and heard Him and touched Him who tell us they saw eternal life, which was with the Father and then was with them.

2.
1 John1:3 – … what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son, Jesus Christ.

Then the eyewitnesses pass it on to us so that we can believe in it. The “you” in verse 3 refers to us down through the generations, “you” who will read this book, so that you too may have fellowship with us. Why didn’t he just say, “… fellowship with the Father? 

Fellowship, in the Greek, means koinonia or share in common. It means two fellows in a ship, rowing together, sharing in common.

What John is saying is, “I’ve seen eternal life. What was with the Father in the beginning has been manifested to us. I have seen it with my own eyes, heard it with my own ears, and touched Him and handled Him. I’m telling you about Him because I have had fellowship with the Father and the Son and I want you to have the same. And, I want to have fellowship with you.” That is the whole purpose of this study. It is sharing with you what life is all about so that you and I can share it in common. The willingness to share it, even if you tune in just to laugh, it’s all right. At least we are getting to share.

Our fellowship is not just with the Father. It is also with His Son because life is in the Son. I can only have life if I have the Son. Therefore, I can only have communion with the Father through the Son. If I’m dead in trespasses and sins, I am separated from God. It is essential that if I desire fellowship with the Father, then I have to have fellowship with the Son. The Father lives in Heaven and the only way to get to Heaven is to have fellowship with the Son. He who has the Son has life. He who does not have the Son does not have life. 
Who is Jesus? He is the Word of Life. 

1.
John 1:1 –In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
In First John it talks about the Word of Life.

2.
Vs 2 — He was in the beginning with God. 
Here we see that the Word was a “He” and that He was with God from the beginning.
3.
Vs. 3 — All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 
In other words, everything you see, this earth, the sun, the moon, the stars, man, all came into existence through the Word. Nothing came into being apart from this Word who was from the beginning. 

4.
Vs. 4 — In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
When you get the life, all of a sudden, the lights go on. Then you can see. I was walking in darkness – I was blind and could not see. Now I understand truth.

5.
Vs 5 – The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 
Jesus came into the world. In Him was life and He was the light. He was sent from God. He did not just get born. He was always been in all eternity. When He got here, He stood in the darkness and He shone. The darkness looked at Him and said, “Who is that?” They did not comprehend who He was. Some of the religious leaders picked up stones and wanted to throw the stones at Him. They could not comprehend Him. That is the way of the world. We go out and proclaim the message about the light and the world cannot comprehend it. They think that we’re fools. Some of them say, “I’m a Jew! Am I going to go to Heaven?” Or, “I don’t believe in Jesus. Am I going to go to Heaven?” That man I told you about at the beginning of this lesson could have been afraid that if he had told them the truth, they might have picked up stones and stoned him also because they can’t comprehend it. 

Who is the Word?

John 1:14 – And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

He became flesh and we beheld His glory. That was Jesus. He came down, was born of a virgin and lived on the face of this earth. That was the Word that became flesh. That’s is the Word that we proclaim, that has life, the light of the world that dispels darkness and that’s the Word that sets us free from our sin and give us life more abundantly. Did we just find out about Him when John appeared on scene to tell us about Him? Uh-Uh! 

Jesus has always been from the beginning. 

Genesis 1:26 – Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness …

God said what? Let Us – Why did God say “Let Us?” The Word for God in this text is Elohim. Any word that has a him or im ending, is in the plural in the Hebrew. So Elohim, or technically, Gods, said, “Let Us make man in Our image. The word image is in the singular, not plural. So, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, created the world and man in His own image. God spoke, Jesus worked, the Spirit moved and the world came into existence and man was made in God’s image.

The Jews said, I cannot believe in Jesus Christ because the Schemah says: 

Deuteronomy 6:4 – Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!

Every good Jew knows this. The Lord in this context is Jehovah. This is the name for God. This means that He is one in character, one in purpose, one in salvation. God in this context is Elohim, plural for God; there are three persons in the Trinity. The Word that was with God, was God, and was with God, was Jesus back in the beginning of creation.

Proverbs 30:4 – Who has ascended into heaven and descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has wrapped the waters in His garment? Who established all the ends of the earth? What is His name or His Son’s name? Surely you know!

Of whom is the scripture speaking? Who has done all of these things? God! And, what is His Son’s name? Jesus! (The Word, the logos.) 

When Adam and Eve sinned, God promised them a seed, a redeemer who would take care of their sin. In Genesis 3:15, He is speaking to Satan. Imagine this podium is Satan and I’m (Kay) the woman. 

Genesis 3:15 – And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.

I will put enmity between you and the woman – in other words, warfare. Satan is going to have a seed and the woman is going to have a seed. You, Satan, shall bruise His heel. The woman’s seed is a male and Satan’s seed is going to bruise His heel. Crucifixion is the only death that bruises the heel of a man? God is prophesying that from the woman, Eve, shall come the redeemer. The redeemer shall bruise Satan’s head. If you crush a head, you have done away with that person. There will be enmity between the woman and Satan, between those who don’t love Jesus, those who do not believe in Jesus or those who have followed their own brand of religion are to be at enmity toward Jesus. They will hate Jesus. They are in the darkness and will not comprehend the light. 

All of this is going to be personified in the person of the anti-christ. Jesus was put to death, but He rose from the dead and He is going to crush and put away all evil. At that Great White Throne Judgment, not only unbelievers, whether Jew or Gentile, great or small, but also the devil with all of His angels will be cast into the Lake of Fire.

He promised a seed. Then Father Abraham, came along, who was the father of the Jews. God made a promise to Abraham. “I will bless you and make of you a great nation.” Abraham kept waiting for Sarah to get pregnant. When she did not, he thought, “How am I to ever have this seed if Sarah won’t get pregnant. He came to God and said, “… one born in my house is my heir.” Then God replied, 

Genesis 15:5-6 — “Look at the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them. So shall you seed be.” (The word descendants, translated for seed, is a poor one.) Then he believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Romans 4 and Galatians 3 tell us that that was the day that Abraham became a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Galatians 3:16 – Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ.

So when God made the promise of a seed to Adam and Eve that would come from Eve, it was the promise of Jesus Christ. Then God renewed that promise to Abraham. He said the seed would come from Eve, and then from Abraham, and eventually from King David and then from Mary: that seed would be God’s Son, Jesus Christ. 

Are Jews going to go to Heaven? They will go to Heaven if they believe in Abraham’s seed. For a Jew to believe in Abraham’s seed is to do nothing but be a good Jew. He will know that the promise was fulfilled that was made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and passed on and preserved throughout all these countless centuries. That is why John the Baptist said: 

John 1:29 — Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

That Lamb of God would be slain on the very day that the Passover lamb was slain. When the Jews were in the temple cutting the throats of the lambs, God’s Lamb was hanging on a cross. God sacrificed His Lamb. A soldier took a spear and thrust into His side and the blood and the water gushed forth. There was God’s sacrifice. 

Precious Jews, you know this if you know the Bible — 

Hebrews 9:22 – “... that without the shedding of blood, there shall not be remission of sins.”

I would say to you, “Where is your Lamb that will take away your sins? He hung on a cross and loved you. When the Jews and Gentiles of that day crucified Him, He looked down and said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” They put out that light and buried Him in a tomb, but on that Sunday, the first day of the week, the light came out. Jesus rose again from the dead. He conquered death. He paid the wages of sin, which was death. He had paid it fully and God had raised Him from the dead as a testimony to all. In Him is life.

1 John 5:12 – He who has the Son has the life. He who does not have the Son does not have life.

God is not willing that any should perish. He may be telling you today, and it’s no accident, that you are here or watching, that it does not matter if you are Jew or Gentile, that you are sinner. You can go to Heaven if you will turn from your sin and invite the Savior in, and then you will have life and not die. You’ll go to Heaven. Let’s pray:

“O, Father, thank you for the Word that became flesh and dwelt among us. Thank you for letting us behold His glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. Thank you for the Lamb who died for us that we, who were dead might have life. We thank you, that He is the resurrection and the life. And, we thank you, that whoever we are, Jew or Gentile, bond or free, male or female, He’s available to all of us – life in Jesus Christ. O, Father, may we reach out and take Him and see what it really means to have life and have it abundantly. 

We thank you now, in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
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