Little children, Guard yourselves from idols.

Lesson 11

I John 5:21


IDOLATRY

Looking to anything to supply what only God can supply...most deceptive spirit because it can look just like light or love.

Wherever there is idolatry, there is no freedom to love (agape).

Deuteronomy 5:6-9

'I am the LORD your God,

who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

We OUGHT to love Him alone...Not only for what he supplies, but for who He is.

Am I just using God to get or am I joyfully surrendered to Him?

You shall have no other gods before Me.

Why DO we look to other people or things to supply joy, peace, order, or to make me look good?

You shall not make for yourself an idol

The spirit of idolatry must manipulate or control.  I can take good things and use them to "kill" as I carve my idol.  I can use positive "carving tools" such as compliments, smiles, gifts, or "look cute" to get someone to make me happy. Or I can use negative "carving tools" to get what I want: such as anger, wrath, malice (withdrawal), slander, abusive speech, lies (Col 3:8)
Why do I get angry with someone?...because they don't supply what I want.

The Key:  I can never put away these negative "tools", until I identify/  forsake the idolatry.  

Idolatry is always for SELF.

[or] any likeness [of] what is in heaven above 

or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.

The spirit of idolatry leads someone to look to a created thing as the source of supply. 

You shall not worship them or serve them;

The spirit of idolatry always uses more than one god.  We are born idolatrous: First Mom, then ourselves, peers, wife/husband, children or career, etc.  The spirit of idolatry is a destructive spirit...it is out to destroy love.  The spirit of idolatry involves service:  Whenever we idolize someone, we serve them in order to get them to supply us with something.

for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the third and the fourth [generations]

The spirit of idolatry reproduces itself in the next generation.

Idolatry is the root of all sin...it is the spirit to "get".

of those who hate Me.
Idolatry always produces a strange love/hate relationship.  The moment you have to have something from some created being, you have just given them the power to make you miserable.  Some have said, "I tried God, and it didn't work."  Perhaps, they mistakenly came to Him only for what they could get.

Jesus did not come to get, but to give.  He so trusted His Father that when He brought Him a cross, He did not balk, but rather embraced it.  

Excerpted from a teaching tape by Pastor Norm Wakefield.

