Precepts Ministries with Kay Arthur

First John, Lesson 5, Chapter 2

“How Can I Live In A World Like This?”
“How can I live?” It’s a hard question, isn’t it, especially in a world like ours where there are so many options, so many pressures and voices? How can I live? I’ll give you the answers from God’s word. It will be my pleasure. It will bring you peace, joy, and satisfaction, but not only that, it will bring you the life that you have been longing for. How can I live when all the pressures are around me, when I am supposed to be a Christian who is in the world but not of it? How do I treat that world or handle it? The answers are in First John. We are going to look at that today.

Let’s pray:

Father, we bow before thee. We know that you love the world, that you created it, and brought it into existence. And Father, we know that you so loved that world and gave your Son for that world. Yet, we know that there is a whole world system that is opposed to You. How do we love the world and yet not love it? What do you mean when you tell us that You love it but tell us not to love it? How do we handle all of the pressures, all of the voices and options? How do we live holy in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation? Father, these are our questions and we come to you because you are a God who has all the answers. We ask you now in the name that is above every other name to speak to Your people, those who are in this auditorium and those who are listening and those who are going to watch this program. Speak in power. Guide and direct Your servant so that the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart will be acceptable in Your sight. We come to You today and thank you that you will not give us stone but will give us bread. We praise You now and we will walk in the light of what you tell us. In Jesus name, Amen.

Overview of First John, Chapter 2 – How Can I Live?

Verses 3-29 tells we must live in:

1. Obedience to God’s commands

You must be obedient to God’s commands if you want happiness and desire to know how to live. Chapter 2: 3-6

2. Live in love

Live in love for your brothers. Chapter 2: 7-11

Live in love but not for the world. Chapter 2:15-17

3. Live in truth, the truth about Jesus Christ. 

Get it in perspective. This is where the world is so messed up. We want God on our own terms, our own brand of religion, not His. Chapter 2:18-29.

In First John we see then that we are to walk in obedience, love and truth. Sometimes, First John is hard to outline because he gives three tests of true Christianity over and over and then comes back to them. He is all over the place. It is very much a letter of a father to the children and keeps reiterating and giving new insights. 

The three tests given for true Christianity in this first epistle of John are:

1. A moral test - a moral standard. (Shown in obedience.)
2. A social test. True Christianity does not isolate us from people. It puts us in perspective to others whom God has created. (Shown in love.)
3. A doctrinal test. (Shown in Truth.)

We live a time where people say it really does not matter what you believe. It only matters that you love God. It does matter what you believe because if you don’t believe the truth of Jesus Christ, the promised one, the Son of God, God incarnate who came down and put on flesh, died on a cross for our sins, (He knew no sins but He was made sin for you and me), was buried, rose again from the dead and came out from the tomb, He lives and conquers death, then you are lost. 

1. Obedience, the Moral Test – First John 2:3-6

Vs 3 - By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

We can know that we are really saved by the way we obey or disobey God’s Word. 

Vs 4 – The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him;

If you say that you know Jesus Christ and yet you don’t keep the commandments of God and don’t walk the way God says to walk, then the truth is not in you. Jesus is the Truth. If you don’t have the Son, then you don’t have life. He who has the Son has life. He who does not have the Son does not have life. 1 John 5:12
Vs’ 5-6 – but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: The one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.

If you say that Jesus is in you and that you are in Jesus, and if you have fellowship one with another (two fellows in the same boat, sharing His life in common), then we need to walk as Jesus walked. Jesus walked in obedience to the Father and you are to do the same. Jesus didn’t come to break the commandments; He came to fulfill them just as you are to do. 

You are saved by grace!

Ephesians 2:8 – For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Grace is the unmerited favor of God on our behalf. In other words, all that Jesus Christ has is made available to you – Jesus’ righteousness given to you. You don’t deserve it and cannot earn it so God had mercy on you, a sinner. Jesus was made sin for you so that you might be made the righteousness of God in Christ. 

Grace is not a license to sin but rather an enablement to live righteously.

People are saying that they are saved. Surveys have been done in malls asking, “When you die, do you think you will go to heaven?” Many people say, “Of course, I’ll go to heaven.” When asked why, they have some very weird answers.

· I’m going to heaven because I am as good as anyone else.
· I’m going to heaven because God would not send anyone to Hell. God is a God of love.
· I’m going to heaven because I believe in Mohammad or this one or that one.
If a person says that he is going to go to heaven, he or she must walk in obedience to God’s commandments. But some say that they are saved by grace (unmerited favor), that they do not have to keep the Law, but live any way they want. In the days of the DeMedicci Empire in Italy, there was a monk who lived among the rulers of that area. He told women, “The more you sin, the more God’s grace will be in forgiving all your horrible sins. Therefore, go to bed with me.” So, he was sleeping with many women. Silly women were lying down, as 2 Timothy says, with their own lusts, enticed by sin and yet saying that they knew God. The truth was not in them. 

In the days of Paul people were saying that they were saved by grace and could live any way they wanted. They believed that all they had to do was believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, receive Him, and they would go to heaven.

Jude 3-4 – Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

In other words, he was telling them that they had to stand up for the faith. They were saying that they were saved by grace and it did not matter how they lived. John said, however, that if you are in God, you will walk in obedience. 

Matthew 5:17-20 – (Jesus is speaking.) Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Jesus is speaking to His disciples. He is saying that grace does not do away with the Law; that they were to keep His commandments. He came not to abolish the Law but to fulfill it. He came to put His Spirit inside of us as Ezekiel 36:27 says, “I will put My Spirit within you and I (God) will cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”

You are to walk even as Jesus walked. Some thought that since Jesus was God, He could walk independently of God, that He did not need to keep God’s commandments. But, of course, He did. 

John 14:31a – but so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me.

So, love obeys. 

1 John 2:5 – Whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him.

How can we say to God, “I love you,” and yet not do what He says?

John 14:23 – Jesus answered and said to him “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.

The commandments that we are talking about are not just the Ten Commandments. The commandments are contained in the whole book of the Bible. It tells us how to live life. We read the book, we find out what it says, and we walk in the light of it. This is the way we know that we have Jesus living inside of us. 

John 15:10 – If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.

In other words, love and obedience are synonymous. They go hand-in-hand. You know then that you are saved by keeping His commandments. This is why some people begin to doubt their salvation. It is because they are walking in sin and instead of coming to the Father, Jesus Christ, our Advocate, and confessing their sin, and having it forgiven (1 John 1:9), they keep walking in it. It is good that you doubt your salvation because if you don’t start walking in His commandments, then you can know that He is not in you. You are deceived and are lying. 

2. Love – Live in love. First John 2:7-11 

If you are truly of God, then you will truly love. First of all, you will love your brothers. Who is your brother? In Mark 12, Jesus tells them what the greatest commandment is. 

Mark 12:30-31 – “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no greater commandment that these.’”

So if you are to walk with God and keep His commandments, then you must love your neighbor. Is your neighbor just your brother and sister in Christ or are you to love everyone out in the world? I believe we are to love the whole of mankind and are not limited to the body of Christ. The disciples asked Him, “Who is my neighbor?” He told them the parable of the Good Samaritan. The Samaritan helped a man that he did not even know. Your neighbor is then anyone who is another human being. In Leviticus 19:18 the same commandment is given.

1 John 2:7 – Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment, which you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word, which you have heard.

The old commandment is the Law which all of their lives they had heard. 

Leviticus 19:18b – You shall love your neighbor as yourself; 

1 John 2:8 – On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining.

What is John saying when he says, “the old commandment, a new commandment?” The old commandment is “Love your neighbor as yourself.” They had heard it down through the years but had ignored it and had never seen it demonstrated. It became a new commandment when Jesus stepped onto the scene. Jesus Christ so loved the world that He gave His life as a ransom for many. When they reviled and spat on Him, “Why don’t you come down off that cross?” He looked at them and said, “Father, forgive them for they no not what they do.”
Jesus was showing a new commandment that was in Him. Because it is in Him, it is in you because Christ is in you and Jesus is in God and God is love. If you are truly born-again, you will love your brother. You will turn the other cheek and do good to those who despitefully use you.

1 John 2:9-10 – The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now. The one who loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him.

If you say, “I love God but I cannot stand Jews,” or “I love God but I cannot stand white people,” or “black people,” or “I hate communists,” then the love of God is not in you. Hatred and love cannot exist in the same body. The most amazing thing happens when Christ moves in. Romans 5:5 says, “… the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” When this happens, all of a sudden, you care for other human beings; you have compassion, a love that you, in a sense, cannot control. You may say that you do not always love, but you have to know that that love is in you and is just bottled up. 

Corrie TenBoom, along with her Dutch sister and father, was in a Nazi prison camp for hiding Jews in their home. Both her father and sister died in prison. Corrie miraculously survived. She begged God to not send her back to Germany after she was released from camp because of the memories and the pain of that imprisonment. But she went to Germany and spoke of the love of God that forgives sinners. After her talk, a German soldier who had been mean and vile came up to her. She knew that he was the man who had been cruel to her sister, Betsy, and in all probability caused her death through his beatings of her. He put out his hand and said that he was so glad that God forgives and gives us His love. She looked at his hand and said, “God, I can’t, I can’t.” God said back to her, “But Corrie, “I can, put out your hand.” When she put out her hand the love of God flowed through her to that man. 

1 John 2:11 – But the one who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

If you do not love your brothers, you are not born-again. In verses 15-17, he tells us to love our brothers but to not love the world.

1 John 2:15-17 – Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all (circle all) that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, are not from the Father, but are from the world. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.

The will of God is that you walk in His commandments and love others. But His will is also that you love not the world.

The word for world in this passage in the Greek is cosmos. 1 John 2:15 says to love not the cosmos but John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world….” The word for world here is also cosmos. So what does he mean when He says for us to not love the cosmos, but that God loved the cosmos? The word cosmos is used in a number of different ways:

Cosmos

1. Used of the earth – the good old terra firma that we live on.

2. Used of the human race – humanity. (When used in John 3:16 – He loved the people of the world.)

3. Used of human affairs that are opposed to and alienated from God.

4. Used of temporal possessions. In Matthew 16:25-26, the whole world means gaining all the temporal things in the whole world such as the world we live in today. The United States of American is bent on that. We’ve got the “Give me,” “Give me,” “Give me.” Everyone in the whole world wants to come to our country because we have possessions that the rest of the world does not have.

Jesus is speaking in Matthew 16:25-26 – For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

5. The temporal mode (fashion or form) of life

1 Corinthians 7:31 – and those who use the world (cosmos), as though they did not make full use of it; for the form of this world is passing away.

The word form here means fashion. It comes from the word schema that means a manner of life.

Many ads like the beer ads talk of the “good life.” This scripture is saying to not love the schema or fashion of the world. The good life in this sense is having possessions, or prominence, or your kids not having to do without, or having recognition. Can you imagine stepping on your own jet or having this or that? Movie star after movie star is envied but what happens to them when they die? Where do they go? 

Henry Fonda died recently as did Michael Landon. Where are they now? What Michael Landon said he experienced when making a religious scene was that he felt a tremendous emotion, a power. But experiencing God it is not just an emotion, a feeling, or a recognition of God. Rather it is a whole manner of life, walking in God’s commandments, loving as God loves, believing the truth about Jesus Christ. It is not getting caught up in the form of this temporal world because those things are going to pass away. If you love the Father, you cannot love the world. If the love of the world is in you, then the love of the Father is not.

These are hard things that are diametrically opposed to our thinking. I am not saying that Henry Fonda and Michael Landon went to Hell. I did not know them and never talked to them or knew their heart. I am just using them as examples - “Religious, religious, religious, experiences and thrills and chills, but lost as all get-out.”

In John 17, Jesus prayed for us, for the whole world. He is about to go to Calvary and is interceding for the men whom He is going to leave behind. He is going to take the precious gospel and hand it off to them like a baton. It was to be their job to deliver it across this earth.

John 17:11 – I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.

John 17:14 – I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

In other words, you and I live in this world but we are not of this world. We are not part of this world’s system, this world’s destiny. We are not part of this floating maxim of thoughts and ideas and philosophies and psychologies that are all opposed to God. Yet we live in the midst of it among people who swear, who use the name of Jesus Christ in vain, who are vulgar and crude. Some of you go to an office or workplace and are pinched. People say and do things to you that are an abomination to God. We live in the world but we are not of the world.

In the light of this, what are we to do? What is worldliness? We’ve heard a lot of statements. There are people in our churches who say, “Get that paint off of your face. That is so worldly.” Or they say to you as a woman, “Get those slacks off. That is so worldly.” “Dyed your hair?” Is it worldly for us to look good?

If I am not to love the world:

1. Am I to renounce all worldly comforts? I will sleep on the floor and have no bed. I will not eat any more chocolate bon-bons but just eat crusts of bread and drink only water. I won’t have a television. I would not allow any worldly comforts whatsoever. I will turn off the lights at night.

If I am not to love the world, does it mean that I have to give up all worldly comforts? God gives me all things to enjoy. It is all right to enjoy television? Am I not to enjoy the pleasures of life? Does God look down on me from heaven and see me laughing and says, “What are you doing?” I answer timidly, “I was just having fun,” and would He say, “Quit it”? No. God does not feel that way because he has given me all things to enjoy.
1 Timothy 6:17 – Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.
2. Am I to isolate myself from sinners? I could say to myself that I am not going to live in a cruddy neighborhood with all these cruddy neighbors. There is one who is a drunk, one who is committing incest, and another who beats his wife. I’m going to find me a Christian community. In days past, people would go into a monastery or some desert place where they could be alone, separated from sin and sinners.

Mark 16:15 – Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.

Matthew 9:10-13 – Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were dining with Jesus and His disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, “Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors and sinners?” But when Jesus heard this, He said, “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. But go and learn what this means:” ‘I desire compassion, and to sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

If I am trying to avoid worldliness, I don’t do it by isolating myself from sinners. God sends us into a world of sinners. Jesus came to call sinners to repentance. He ate with them and talked to them and brought many of them to Himself.

3. Am I not to possess or have things? Am I to strip myself of worldly goods and live in abject poverty? Paul is speaking to the Philippians:
Philippians 4:11-12 – Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstance I am. I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 

Can you say that Paul was worldly because he had prosperity at times and had abundance? No. He had learned how to live in those circumstances in ways that were not worldly. 

4. Am I to keep my mind from knowing things other than God’s Word? Is it worldliness to read other books or magazines? Can I go to a college that is not a Christian college?

Acts 17:22-23 – So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects. For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’”

Acts 17:28 – for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, for we also are His children.

Paul was a well-versed man. He quoted from a poet. He was not narrow-minded, knowing only the Word of God and nothing else. John Wesley was also a very well read man. He traveled with a whole library and all of his books were not religious. 

5. Am I to live by a code of do’s and don’ts? In other words, “I don’t smoke, and I don’t drink, and I don’t chew, and I don’t go with girls (guys) who do.” Does a code of do’s and don’ts make me holy? Does it keep me from being worldly by what I eat, what I drink, what I put on?

Colossians 2:20-21 – If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, “Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!”

Verse 23 – These are matters, which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

Am I going to keep this flesh under control by a whole bunch of do’s and don’ts? They will never get this flesh under control. Only the Holy Spirit can do this.


When the text says in First John 2:15, “Do not love the world…” it is saying do not agape the world. One would think John would use the word, phileo, which means a fond affection for the world. What he is saying is, “Do not love the world unconditionally.” Agape love is an unconditional love. When you look at the world you have to sift out what belongs to God and what does not. How do you know what is pleasing to God? 

Worldliness is three things:

1. Lust of the flesh – sensualism. It is living by my senses. What my flesh cries for, I give it. It is being dominated by my senses. That could be my appetite. There are people who say that it is ungodly for me to go to movies or to watch television but they will sit and become humungous, obese. They are being dominated by the lust of the flesh.

2. Lust of the eye – materialism. It is covetousness to put it in Bible language. I look at things and say that I want them and I am going after them.

3. Pride of life – egotism. I want to be elevated, to be prominent.

When you look at false prophets such as in 2 Peter 2:18-19, they are dominated by their senses.

1. Lust of the flesh – Sensualism. Whatever the Flesh Desires

You see false prophets in 2 Peter 2:18-19 who are dominated by their senses.

2 Peter 2:18-19 – For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.

Philippians 3:18b-19 – … that they are enemies of the cross of Christ whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite (belly), and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 

Whatever their flesh desires, they will go after it. There are a lot of people sitting in churches who say that they know and love God, but are having love affairs or feasting on pornography. This is worldliness. If that world is in you, then you do not have the love of God inside of you.

2.
Lust of the eye – Materialism. Whatever the eye desires.

Matthew 6:22 – The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

Matthew 6:33 – But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

If you want things you see on television or in the stores, and think that you must have them in order to make you happy, then that is worldliness.

3.
The Pride of Life. This is Egotism. 

The desire to elevate yourself even at the cost of your Christianity.

Hebrews 11:24-26 – By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.

If you are walking in the pride of life so that you must be elevated, then you are just like Satan who is the prince of this world who exalts himself above the throne of God. 

Worldliness then, is a matter of motive, values, and attitude: a matter of the heart. It can be displayed externally but it is really a matter of the heart.

What are your motives, your values and your attitudes? How can I live? – By every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.

(Transcribers note - See lesson 6 for #3, Truth, Chapter 2:15-17)
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