Precepts Ministries with Kay Arthur

First John, Lesson 6, Chapters 2-3

“The Purifying Hope”
Do you realize that every single Christian will stand before the Lord Jesus Christ and give an account for the way they have lived their Christian life? This is called the Purifying Hope. If you fully realized, as a Christian, that you would be accountable to God for the way you lived your Christian life, that you would receive a reward or suffer loss and stand before Him in shame, would it cause you to purify your life? This is why it is called the Purifying Hope. 

The Purifying Hope - We’re going to stand before Jesus and see Him face-to-face. Will you have confidence when you stand before Him, or will you shrink back in shame? 

Let’s pray:

Some day, Father, You tell us that we will stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ if we are Christians, to give an answer for the deeds done in our bodies, whether they be good or evil. I pray that you would bring the reality of this event home to us now. As we, Father, look at Your word, show us that Purifying Hope. Speak in such a way that you would purify our lives so that we might be pure and holy even as you are holy and therefore not ashamed at Your coming. Father, we look to You now and ask that You, by your Spirit, would speak in power so that we will not be ashamed when we see You face-to-face. In Jesus name I ask this and I thank You, Father, Amen.

Theme for today’s message:

1 John 2:28-3:3 – Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him. See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

Although I went to church from the time that I was born until the age 29, I did not know Jesus Christ, but thought I was a Christian. I knew that Jesus Christ died on the cross for my sins, that He was buried and rose from the dead but I never understood anything beyond that. I believed that there was a heaven and a Hell but I really did not know much about it nor did I care. I never knew that some day Jesus Christ would leave heaven, come down to earth and set up His kingdom to rule on this earth. I never knew that the minute I died, that my spirit would go up to heaven and stay there until Jesus Christ came back for His own and catch up the church and resurrect my dead body and join it with my spirit to stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. I never knew that some day that if I were a Christian, I would give an account for the deeds done in my body. I thought that when I died I would go to heaven and that was it and that I stayed in heaven and never came back down to earth. I did not know that I got a new body and would be accountable to God as a Christian. I did not know the Word of God.

Even after I was saved, I did not know that until one day I met a Jew who knew Jesus Christ as His Savior. He explained it all to me. After that I started studying the Judgment Seat of Christ. I found out that I would stand before Christ and have my Christian life examined. It would be only the period of time from when I was saved at the age of 29 until the end of my life. I will give an account to God for that time of my life. 

2 Corinthians 5:1 – For we know that if the earthly tent, which is our house, is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

When this body dies, I know that I have an eternal body not made with hands waiting for me in heaven – a resurrected body. Paul talks about how he longs to put off this body and be clothed with that body from on high.

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 – Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent (in this body or absent from this body and home in heaven) to be pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

But you say, “I thought that when Jesus Christ hung on Calvary’s tree that all my sins were forgiven and forgotten, buried in the deepest ocean and put behind God’s back and remembered no more.” You are right! They were. You and I are accountable to confess our sins and put them under the blood of Jesus.

1 John 1:9 – If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

But, we are not only accountable for the confession of our sins but also for how we spend our days, using the spiritual gifts that God gave us. We are accountable for the positive things that we do in this life that have eternal value and count in the furtherance of God’s kingdom. So someday God is going to have us stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. There we will give an account for the things that we have done in our bodies. This is the Purifying Hope.

What if you knew that how you were going to spend tomorrow had to be accounted for to your boss or your wife or husband? If you were given certain things to do and you knew that you were going to answer for what you had done, wouldn’t you be more responsible to purify yourself?

Romans 14:10-12 – But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the Judgment Seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.
So John, in his first letter, is saying that we are going to see Jesus Christ face-to-face. When we do, He is going to examine us and judge our works. This is the Purifying Hope.

Outline of First John, Chapter 2:12 - Chapter 3:3

1. The Purifying Hope – It should cause you to grow up as a child of God. 

In chapter 2, verses 12-14, John writes to three categories of people – Children, Fathers, and Young Men

About Little Children

1 John 2:12-14 – I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for His name’s sake. I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.

This sounds like John is a dear old, daddy with a beard and gray or white hair, kind of a doddering old father looking at his children. He sees them in three categories, and not chronologically by age, but by their spiritual age. I don’t believe he is saying that the little children are babies up to 12 or 13 of age, or young men from 13 up to early 20’s, and then old fathers. He is addressing them as some who are babes in Christ, others who have passed from childhood into adolescence, and others who have known Jesus Christ for a long, long, time who are settled in their faith. This scripture defines what little children, young men, and fathers are like in the faith.

It would be terrible to live my life spiritually retarded, never coming to maturity. What if I told you that my son is in a crib but he is 15 years of age and every day I change his diaper a number of times? What if I told you that he could not manage a spoon or a fork and just grabs his food and feeds himself with his hands and that I must feed him with a bottle? What if he just coos and says just a few words like Mama and Dada and that his father has to lift him out of his crib even though he is so big? He is in puberty but he acts like a baby. Wouldn’t that be sad? How many cribs does God reach down into? How many times does he give a bottle of milk or feeds those who should be feeding themselves but should have come to maturity?

If I told you that that was the condition of our 15-year-old son, you would hurt with me because you know how hard that would be. How hard is it for God to have children who never grow up and never go on to maturity? I have a friend whose father has Alzheimer’s and has regressed mentally back to his childhood and has lost much of his vocabulary. When I worked in a mental institution, I would see human beings lying in bed all curled up in a fetal position. They had regressed. How it must break God’s heart to see people in the church who are still in cribs, unable to feed themselves.

There is nothing wrong with being a little child as long as that is what you are – a little child in the faith. The same principal applies with being a young man as long as that is what you are and should not be older than that. What a peace and comfort and stability it is to be a father in the faith. When you stand before Jesus, will you have come to Him in maturity?

Note: In chapter 2, verses 12, 13 and 14, all of the tenses are perfect. Perfect tense denotes a past-completed action, something that happened in the past but remains to be true in the future.

Little Children, your sins have been forgiven

1 John 2:12 - I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for His name’s sake.

Little children in the Greek is, teknia. It means those who have been begotten of the Father or those who have been born into the family of God. This is a common term that John uses when he refers to children throughout his letter. It simply means those who have been begotten of the Father, born into the Father’s family. The first time in this letter that “born of Him” is mentioned is in 1 John 2:29. Then John goes on to define what it means to be born of Him. 

When he speaks to the little children, he says your sins have been forgiven you. Every brand new Christian knows this: my past is gone; it is dead and buried in the deepest part of the ocean. As Corrie Ten Boom said, “God put up a ‘No Fishing Allowed’ sign.” My sins are under the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and I’m free and clean. I was an immoral woman but the day I was saved, I felt like I was a virgin again, new and clean. Another woman who was an alcoholic said that she felt like she had taken a spiritual bath.

Little children know their Father. They have a new relationship – God is their Father.

1 John 2:13b – … because you know the Father.
They knew then that they could walk into the presence of God and cry, “Abba, Father.” Sometimes baby Christians while praying will call God, “Daddy.” I don’t hear mature Christians praying that way. It is in the excitement of a new child of God when he thinks of God as his father. The term “Abba,” in the Greek is what a little child calls his father.

About Fathers – You know Him who has been from the beginning

1 John 2:13 – I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. Vs 14 – I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning.
He says the same thing twice. Those who are mature in the faith have a deep knowledge of God. They see Him as the Immutable One, the One who has always been. He is the same yesterday, today and forever, the God who never changes, who abides faithful. They knew God from the beginning, knew His character and His ways. The emphasis of their lives is not on the battles anymore and not on the fact that their sins are forgiven. All of that is “old hat” to them. They have a union and communion with God. Nothing else matters because if you know Him, you can handle everything else in life. People who know God will be strong and will do exploits.
About Young Men – You are strong and have overcome the evil one

1 John 2:13 - … I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. Vs 14 … I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you and you have overcome the evil one.

What transitions you from childhood to fatherhood? You realize that your conflict is not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers and spiritual wickedness in high places (Ephesians 6:12). You no longer have to fight the battle of taking care of your sins – that problem is all settled. Now you battle with and overcome the evil one. You are strong and know the word of God. So you transition from being little children to adolescence who know the word of God and can overcome the evil one because you are strong. 

From there you settle into maturity. The word of God so permeates you that if your arm were cut, you would bleed the word of God. If you were punched word of God would be knocked out. You talk the word of God. That settled life of knowing the Father, the Holy Spirit, and the Son of God all the way from the beginning. 

Listen to the testimonies of the people in your church. This is what you hear. “I thank God that my sins are forgiven and I am going to heaven when I die.” They declare that same testimony over and over again. You hear even some old or young men saying that. They never talk about a victory they had over the evil one or a new truth that they have learned from God or anything about having an intimate relationship with God. They have never grown up.

Where are the young men of the faith that have grown past the fact that their sins are forgiven who are out on the battlefield and know that they are more than conquerors through Him who loved them? Some have never grown up. Some day we are going to stand before Jesus who is the captain of the host, our leader in our warfare against Satan in the heavenlies. How can we stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ and never have been in battle or never have fought the good fight and finished the course? 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 – I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

How many of us love His appearing? How many know the Father as from the beginning who have such intimate communion with Him that you can’t wait to see Him. Is your attitude one like Paul’s in:

2 Corinthians 5:8 – We are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be home with the Lord.

Are we so earth-bound and entangled with the affairs of this life that all we know is that our sins are forgiven, that we can call Him Father but never have entered into a conflict of the world. We have played the adulteress with the world. In Luke 10, Christian warfare is demonstrated. Jesus had sent out 70 of His disciples. They came back and gave a report of a conflict with demons.

Luke 10:17-19 – The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” And He said to them, “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you.”

Nothing will injure you. Jesus is saying that He saw the enemy falling from heaven. That is why He gave us authority; we have been given power and authority over the enemy. Many Christians do not know that. If they met a demon they would not know what to do, but those who know their power are those who know the word of God. 
Luke 10:20 – (Jesus is still speaking) “Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”

I’ll never forget the first time I confronted somebody who was filled with demons who were attacking her. All of a sudden, I recognized it. They were (she was) pulling her hair almost right out of her head. She said something to me and I said, “That’s a lie!” Then she said, “I didn’t say it.” This was the first time that I talked to a demon face-to-face. I thought, “Where is the scripture that says that even the demons are subject to us in the name of Jesus Christ.” This authority is the birthright of every believer but you do not know that until you get out of babyhood into maturity.

Paidion in the Greek means those under submission. 

This is the submission of a child who is under the discipline of his father. We need to grow out of that need for authority and constant discipline. I love and enjoy my son David who is 15 years old. I enjoy him because I can relate to him on an adult level. He is a mature and capable young man who has leadership qualities. I thoroughly enjoy talking to and being with him. I don’t have to keep spanking him or threatening him all of the time because we have grown up and learned how to walk to one another. He’s learned what I expect of him and I’ve learned how handle him. 

So there comes a time when you must not constantly need to be disciplined but go forward and fight the good fight with your father. As a matter of fact, my son was asked in school what I thought of Christians going to war. I said that I was for it and supported my opinion Biblically. The kids in his school just had a fit. My son said, “I want you to know that you and I will stand against them.” I thought, “I now have one at my side.” This is growing into maturity. 

There is a process of deepening yourself in the knowledge of the word of God. There is a time to put up your “baba,” baby, and get established in your faith to start feeding yourself and to grow up. 

Colossians 2:6-7 – Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

Ephesians 4:13 – (talking about equipping the saints) until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

 All Christians have not matured in the unity of the faith. This is why we have different denominations: squabbles in various churches over doctrine. The babes know God as their Father but the fathers knew Him who was from the beginning. They have come to the knowledge of the Son of God in a deep and abiding way, knowing that the Son of God did not begin in Mary’s womb. He was from the beginning with the Father and created the heavens and the earth. 

Ephesians 4:14 – As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming.

Paul uses gambling terms in this scripture. He is saying that if you do not know doctrine as a Christian, it is like shooting craps with the devil and the dice are loaded against you. This is the problem of those who are going to churches where the word of God is not taught or get just a television diet of Christianity. You’ve got to grow up. You hear many different voices like “if you really want to know Christ, then you must have this or that experience.” Others say that you do not need that experience and so you get caught in a conflict. You hear all sorts of confusing teachings that are opposed to one another. How do you know what to believe? You’ve got to grow up and feed yourself. Otherwise, someone will be able to lace your bottle of milk with something that will poison you. The purifying hope should cause you to grow up. 

2. The Purifying Hope should cause you to run from the love of the world. 

1 John 2:15 – Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
You cannot love mammon (money) and God. (Matthew 6:24) You cannot serve two masters.

1 John 2:16-17 – For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.

If you know that some day you are going to bow before the Judgment Seat of Christ and He is going to take all the works of your Christian life and throw them into the fire (1 Corinthians 3:12-15) and see if they are gold or silver or precious stones or wood, hay and stubble, then all of the works of your flesh, (not necessarily works that are against the commandments of God but self-satisfying works) will be burned up. The gold and silver and precious stones are things that no man can manufacture. They represent those things that are born of God. If they abide, then you will receive a reward. If all your works are burned up then you will be saved, yet so as through fire.

1 Corinthians 3:12-15 – Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stray, each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built on remains, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

I believe that primarily this is talking about me and how I take this gospel and how I build it into other people’s lives. What if you stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ and have never led another person to Jesus Christ or helped another Christian grow in their faith or never taught anyone things that belong to God or have even taught them wrongly. You are accountable for these things before God. Everything of this world is temporal. Anything that is going to last or have an impact on eternity is eternal.

Therefore, the question is, what do you devote your life to? Where do your energies go? Do they go to satisfy the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye or the pride of life? Are you working for things that are self-satisfying? These things are the pride of life. Are you working to get your kids a higher level of living and at the same time neglecting the things of God? This is worldliness: the lust of flesh – sensualism, the lust of the eye - materialism, the pride of life – egotism.

Worldliness is not living by a code of do’s and don’ts or decrees. People down through the ages have said it is worldliness if your skirts are too short, or if you are a man, your hair is too short, or if you go to movies or watch television or chew gum and that you are going to Hell if you do these things.

Colossians 2:20-21 – If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, “Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!” Vs 23 – These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion, self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

There were people who thought it was worldly to live in the world so they went into monasteries to take care of the lust of the flesh. They would take chains and scourges and beat themselves. That does not take care of the flesh. Worldliness is not seen in what you do or don’t do, what you taste or don’t taste, what you handle or what you don’t handle. Worldliness is an attitude of the heart.

The heart that loves Jesus is not to be mastered by anyone or anything. If you love God, you will never be mastered by the world. You are to put your heart upon Jesus and not be mastered by anything of the world. This is why it is worldliness for some of you to watch television because it is the lust of the eye and the flesh is mastered by it. So one man can watch television and another cannot. One can listen to a certain kind of music and another cannot because they are mastered by it. 

1 Corinthians 6:12 – All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything.

Therefore, if you are going to love Jesus and not the world, then you are going to crucify the flesh with its passions and lusts. You must stay away from things that draw you away from Him. I stay away from certain types of music; it would be worldly for me to listen to it, but maybe it would not be for you. Why? Because I have problem in that area. There are certain things that I can watch and others I cannot watch. They have nothing to do with sin but they draw my heart away from Him.

Galatians 5:24 – Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with passions and desires.

Flirting with the World by John White is an excellent book. He said that he had to give up all of his classic novels because to me they were worldly. He had to sell them. It was not until recently that he got them back. He knew they would no longer master him. 

3. The Purifying Hope causes you to abide in truth regarding Jesus Christ. 

In 1 John 2:18-26, we find a warning regarding those who are trying to deceive them.

1 John 2:18 – Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.

The last hour does not refer to the imminent coming of Jesus. The last hour began when Jesus came down to earth, died on a cross, was buried, resurrected from the dead, ascended into heaven and sent the Holy Spirit. This marked a new age, the age of Christ. The Christ had come the first time and what will close that age is His coming the second time. We will then move into the kingdom age when Jesus Christ will reign on this earth. We are living in the last hour of all history. The last hour is noted because there are “antichrists.”

An antichrist can be looked at two ways. It can mean:

· Instead of Christ 
· A false Christ or 

· Opposed to Christ. 
When it says now many antichrists, it does not mean that there are many people proclaiming to be antichrist, substituting themselves for Christ. But, rather, there are people who are saying that Jesus is not the Christ, not God in the flesh. They are saying that you can go to heaven another way. 

This is the doctrine of Deceticism. It states that Jesus lived on earth, then the Christ came into Him at the baptism, stayed in Him until the crucifixion and then left. Then Jesus was crucified. The Christ came into Him only during that time. So, until Jesus comes again, we are going to see antichrists.

1 John 2:19 – The went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.

This is saying that endurance in the faith, the doctrine that Jesus Christ is God in the flesh, is the hallmark of Christianity. If someone comes into the faith and says, “Yes, I believe in Jesus. I’ve received Jesus Christ as my Savior,” then walks away and says, “I don’t believe that anymore.” You can then know that that person is antichrist, one who is opposed to Christ, and never had been saved or he would never have walked away. 

If you are truly of God, then you have an anointing from God.

1 John 2:20 – But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know. Vs 27 – As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.

Every single Christian has the anointing of the Holy Spirit. John is not talking about the active, “I anoint you.” He is talking about the person of whom you are anointed; the Holy Spirit is your teacher. 

Jeremiah 31:33b-34 – (Talking about the New Covenant) “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God and they will be my people. They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the lord,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the Lord, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

The Gnostics of that day were saying, “You don’t know the truth. We have a special anointing from God and know the special truth about Jesus Christ. He was not God. We are intellectually and spiritually superior to you.” John refutes this and says that every single Christian has an anointing from God, has the Holy Spirit. That Holy Spirit in you testifies of who Jesus Christ is, that He is God in the flesh. If anyone says that Jesus is not God in the flesh, then you can know they do not have an anointing from God.

1 John 2:26-27 – These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.

This is saying that the anointing is from God, the Holy Spirit. He’s your teacher. When you stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ, do you want to be able to go forward at his appearing? You need to keep abiding in all the Holy Spirit is teaching you. You walk in it, you live in it, you let that truth become part of you and you become part of that truth. You abide in the truth. 

This is the Purifying Hope: when I see Him at His coming, I won’t shrink back in shame because I did not live according to the truth and did not obey the truth. Purify yourself.

1 John 2:28 – Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 

1 John 2:29 - If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.

Some scholars say that abiding in Him refers to Christians. The shrinking away from Him at His coming refers to the lost. They say John is contrasting the saved with the lost. But I believe he is contrasting the saved who are abiding fully in Him with the saved who are staying in immaturity, in childhood. This is why I believe this. In verse 28 it says, “we may have confidence and (the subject “we” is assumed) not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. He did not change subjects. Then in verse 29, he changes to a new topic and the goes right back to where he was. It is almost as if he is saying that everyone who is righteous is born of him and little children abide in Him. Then in chapter 3 verse 1 he says:

1 John 3:1 – Behold how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.

Years ago when I was younger I was standing in the aisle, waiting to get off a plane. There was a man behind me who started talking to me. From the way he was talking, I assumed that he was flirting. I thought, “Lord, give me something to say to him.” He said, “What do you do?” I said, “I’m an ambassador.” His eyes got so wide and said, “You are! Who are you an ambassador for?” I said, “A King. Would you like to know what king it is?” Then I told him, “The King of kings.”

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us that you and I should be called the sons of God. 

The world hates us. We don’t know what it will be like but when we see Him, we shall be like Him. What will it be like when we have that Purifying Hope?
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