Precepts Ministries with Kay Arthur

First John, Lesson 7, Chapter 3

“Whose Child Are You: The Devil’s or God’s? How Do You Know?”
Whose Child are you – The devil’s or God’s? “God’s,” you say. How do you know? “Neither,” you say. Oh, yes, you either belong to God or the devil. “I belong to the devil,” you say. Then what are you going to do about it? Is there a way you can tell who you belong to? Yes, there is. We’re going to look at it today, precept upon precept.

Let’s pray:

O, Father, that everyone within the sound of my voice either belongs to You or Satan. They are either of God or of the devil. We know that it is not your will that anyone listening belong to Satan. So, Father, I ask you to so speak through me, to so open the Word of God, take the veil off it, that we might see whose we are so that we might see that we belong to Satan, how we can really belong to you. In the name of Your Son, I ask you to turn those who belong to Satan from him to you, from the power of the devil to the kingdom of God. I ask you to give them forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified. I thank you for the working of Your Spirit and I look to Your Spirit now to reveal truth to us, to open our eyes that we might behold the wondrous things out of your Word. I thank You and I praise You. In Jesus Holy Name, Amen

What you hear to today could change the whole course of your life.

Sin is Lawlessness

1 John 3:4-5 – Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. You know that He (Jesus) appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.

1 John 3:6-10 – No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. Little Children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.

The children or God and children of the devil are obvious according to this passage. They are obvious by the way they respond or walk or do not walk in sin.

 On one of my trips, I had one of the most interesting experiences that I have ever had in my whole life as a Christian. I was in a hurry going through the airport and I noticed, because I have peripheral vision, a man walking beside me who kept looking at me. I just kept on walking and looking straight ahead. As he walked by me, I saw what he looked like. The ticket agent assigned a seat to me on the aisle. I asked to keep the seat next to me empty because I had a lot of work to do and wanted to be alone. As I took my seat, I looked over next to the window and thought, “Oh, no.” It was the man who had been looking at me as we walked through the airport. This man happened to be about 26 years of age and as I’m cutting this tape, I’m 48, about to be 49. I have a 26-year-old son. 

As this guy and I began to talk (he was really outgoing and gregarious), he asked where I was going and what I was going to do when I got there. I told him that I was going to a prayer breakfast. He asked me what a prayer breakfast was and what I was going to do there. I told him that I was going to speak on Jeremiah and Judges and told him a little about what Jeremiah and Judges deal with – sin, apathy, apostasy and anarchy, everyone doing what is right in his own eyes. Within the first five minutes of our conversation, he told me that if he a dollar for every woman he had slept with, he could retire. Now, this guy is 26 years old. Somehow, I did not get the idea that he was bragging but simply stating a fact. I flat-out told him, “If that is the case, you are going to Hell!” I think that is what I said to him. He looked at me and said, “I believe that it is no accident that you have sat next to me. I believe it was meant to be.” I thought, “I believe it was too.” But I did not say it.

He told me that he had a problem – that when he went out with his friends, he was thinking the whole time of going to bed with my friend’s wife. I told him that he was really in bad shape. He asked me if he could sit next to me so that he could talk. He did not want to talk loud so I gave him permission. And I thought, “You asked for it.” But I said, “Before I tell you one more thing, I’m going to pray for you.” He said, “Not now!” and I said, “Now.” He said, “Not here!” and I said, “Here.” So I started praying. 

At one time this young man wanted to be a Roman Catholic priest. He was brought up in parochial schools and knew the commandments of God and the way he should walk. As he shared with me, I would listen and say, “Let me show you what the Word of God says.” Everything that God was saying to him was that he was going to Hell. He was an adulterer. I told him that no fornicator has an inheritance in the Kingdom of God. He told me “I know that there is a Holy Spirit but I also know that there is a demonic spirit. That demonic spirit is after me.” In the course of that conversation, he told me that he couldn’t wait, that his girlfriend, soon to be his wife, was waiting for him and said, “I’m going to sleep with her tonight.” I told him what was going to happen. I told him that God was going to judge him.

As we looking as these scriptures, he would say to me, “Wait a minute. Let me see your Bible. He opened it up to the front. I told him that it was not a Douay-Rheims version of the Catholic Bible but is was just as good. He told me that it was not the same as his Bible, that that stuff was not in his Bible. I took him through Romans 1 and Leviticus 20 about incest and adultery and fornication and stoning. He said he had never heard this stuff before. Even as I shared this with him, he was going to sleep with his girlfriend. I shared with him that her bed was the way to Hell, down to the chamber to death, (Proverbs 7). He said, “Listen, she is an Episcopalian, a good girl. Don’t you tell me that she is going to Hell.” I said, “You are taking her to Hell because no adulteress or adulterer has any inheritance in the Kingdom of God. If she is sleeping with you, then she is an adulteress and God must judge her. Unless you turn to Jesus Christ and walk with Him, you are going to go to Hell.” He said,” I cannot stop being the way I am. There is no way I can change.”

1 John 3:8b – The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.

The boy’s name is John. He propositioned me. He said, “Why don’t you and I go to bed instead?” I kept a straight face and did not blink and eye. I said, “Let me tell you this. I would never do that to God. God lives inside me. My body is His temple. And John, let me show you something.” 

1 Corinthians 3:17 - If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.

I said to him, “God would destroy you if you did that to me.” God is a holy God. When He comes into a man’s life, He calls him into holiness, into righteousness. Not only does he do that but also He puts His seed into us so that we cannot walk habitually in sin. We can no longer live the life of a sinner. This young man is typical of most people; they are walking in darkness. He could not believe that he was going to Hell. He’d say to me, “Close the book. I don’t want to hear anymore!” and then he would swear, blankety, blankety. “Kay, that could not true.” What you are about to hear out of the book of 1 John is the Word of God.

1 John 3:4 – Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. You know that He (Jesus) appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.

The word practice in the King James Version is duet. It is in the present tense. It means this: everyone who habitually practices or does sin is lawless, for sin is lawlessness. 

Jesus Christ came:

1. To take away sin so that we no longer practice sin. To practice sin is to be lawless. Jesus appeared to take away sin. In Jesus there is no sin.

2. To destroy the works of the devil.

1 John 3:8 – The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.

What is wrong with this boy, John? I took him from one scripture to another. This is why we must study the Word of God and know how to handle it. If you don’t have on your person, you have it in your heart. That young man knew it was a divine appointment. When we were landing and on the ground, he was going to walk away, but then he said, “Write those scriptures down. I have to find out if they are really in my Bible.” I wrote them down and said, “John, I’m going to pray for you.” He said, “Not now.” I said (very firmly), “I’m going to pray for right now.” Then I started praying. I prayed and he sniffed. I looked and there were tears in his eyes. God’s got to open his eyes so that he will come before God and say, “God, I am a sinner and deserve to go Hell and cannot stop the way I’m living. I come to you and ask you to free me from my sin.” I had shared with him over and over that: 

John 8:34 & 36 - “Whosoever commits sin is a slave of sin. But if the Son therefore, sets you free, you are free indeed.”

Jesus appeared to take away sin and also to destroy the works of the devil. Every young or old man or person who does not have Christ living inside of him belongs to the devil.

Ephesians 2:1 – And you were dead in your trespasses and sin, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
Sin is disobedience to God’s law. Sin is lawlessness. This young man was breaking God’s law. You may say that you are not an adulterer. But there are far more laws than, “Thou shall not commit adultery, thou shall not steal, thou shall honor thy father and thy mother.” There is also the first and foremost commandment, 

Matthew 12:30 – “Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy strength and with all thy mind. And thou love thy neighbor as thyself.”

 Matthew 22:40 – On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.

So there are more laws to transgress. There is the law of idolatry. When you give something pre-eminence over God, then you have made for yourself an idol and have broken the first commandment.

Exodus 20:4-5 – You shall not make for yourself an idol (graven image), or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate me.

God, our God, is a jealous. He must have pre-eminence. That is why the first commandment is; “You shall love Him with all your heart, soul, strength and mind.” John did not love God. He loved himself. There is a Holy Spirit but there is a spirit who works in the sons of disobedience and it was that spirit who was so driving him in the area of immorality. He may drive you in all sorts of other areas but it is nevertheless it is the spirit who works in the sons of disobedience who has control over every man, woman and every child who does not have Jesus Christ. Jesus came not only to take away sin, past, present, and future, when He hung on a cross on Calvary but also to get at that root and pull it out and cast it away so that you are no longer under the power of the spirit who works in the sons of disobedience. “If the Son sets you free, you are free indeed.”

I gave it to John straight and then he would say that he did not want to hear anymore. And I would say, “John, you said you wanted to hear it and you are going to hear it.” When we got off that plane, he reached over, took my hand, and kissed it. Then in a proper way, he put his arms around me and thanked me. Pray for him! Pray that the works of the devil will be destroyed that he might walk in righteousness because that is what Jesus Christ came to do.

The word destroy in 1 John, verse 8 means to dissolve, to loosen the bond by which something is held together. It is as if you and I are tied to sin, to the devil. We are literally his puppets tied to him on strings that he controls. He is a spirit that works in the sons of disobedience. We are slaves to sin. However, when Jesus Christ comes in, He cuts those strings. Satan continues to try you to do sin but Jesus Christ dissolves that bond so that when Satan says to do this or that, you can say as Pinocchio did, “You got no strings on me.” I have been loosened, set free from the works of the devil. Jesus destroyed the works of the devil by crucifying a certain part of you called the old man.
Romans 6:1 – What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?

To continue in sin means to habitually sin, to walk in sin, to practice sin. It means that sin is the whole tenor of your life.

Romans 5:20b says, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more. As I talked to John, I said to God, “You know how awful it is that he would say that to me.” After the prayer, he said, “I was just kidding.” When we are caught in the depths of sin, the grace of God can cover sin. John was in the depths of sin, he immoral and almost an alcoholic. It does not matter how bad you have been, how much sin you have done, there is grace to cover it. Some would say that as a Christian, they could keep sinning so that they could see the grace of God.

Romans 6:2 - May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 

1 John 3:10 – By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother

In this is manifest the children of God and the children of the devil. Whosoever practices sin is of the devil. Whosoever practices righteousness is of God. To practice righteousness is to turn away from sin and do what God says is right. To practice sin is to turn away from righteousness and do what is wrong.

How shall we who have died to sin still live in it? If Jesus Christ has come into your life, then you cannot continue to live in sin because you died to sin. But you say that you are alive. How did you die to sin?

Romans 6:5-7 – For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we should no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has dies is freed from sin.

John 8:34b - … everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. John 8:36 – So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.

In the spiritual economy of God, when Jesus Christ was nailed to that cross, God nailed you to that cross, so that when Jesus died, you died and when Jesus was buried, you were buried, and when Jesus rose from the dead, you rose. If you were united with Him in the likeness of His death then you shall also be united with Him in the likeness of His resurrection. When you died on that cross, what died? – Your old man was crucified. This is in aorist tense – At one point in time, all that you were under Adam before you came to Jesus Christ, died. The old “you” passed away.

2 Corinthians 5:17 – Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

All things have passed away because when you were united with Him, your old man died. When your old man died, your body that was a slave to sin, like a puppet, was loosed, set free, so that that old man has power over you.

Romans 6:6-7 - … our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we should no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.

You were set free from sin’s power, sin’s dominion, and sin’s domain. Sin shall no longer be master over you.

Romans 6:14 – For sin shall not be master (lord or ruler or to have dominion) over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

Here you are, a sinner. You have transgressed God’s law. His law says that you must die but Jesus paid the price, became the curse for us, the curse of the law. He died in our place. So we come to Jesus at the cross and the grace of God takes care of your sin. Sin will no longer be master over you.

1 John 3:8 - The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.

There are two spirits in this world: the Holy Spirit and the spirit of the devil, the spirit who works in the sons of disobedience. You may not be an adulteress, but you may be a thief, a liar, a gossiper or somebody who gets so furious, so angry that you may say all sorts of things with your tongue. Your tongue may be set on fire from Hell; or you may be religious or self-righteous. You can be set free from all that sin because Jesus was manifested to destroy to works of the devil. You may say, “What does it matter if I am religious or self-righteous?” How did Satan sin? He did not commit adultery or lie. He said that he would make his throne above the most high. He said that he would usurp God and not be dependent on God and rule his own life. That is sin. Sin is not only lawlessness but it is knowing to do good and not do it or to turn to your own way. 

Jesus came to overcome the works of the devil.

1. He crucified your old man so that this body would longer be an instrument of sin. 

He did this so that you might be set free from sin’s power and no longer be a slave to sin. Now you have a choice; you can use your body to commit a sin but no longer are you a slave to sin. 

2. He put His Holy Spirit within you. 

Romans 8:3 – For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh.

When Jesus came, He came as an offering for sin. When He hung on that cross, He took care of your sin. God sent His son in the likeness of sinful flesh to judge sin in your flesh.

Romans 8:2 – For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death. 

When Jesus Christ died on that cross, not only did He crucify your old man but He gave His Holy Spirit. He is with you and will be within you. He said:

John 16:7 – But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper (Holy Spirit) will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.

Ezekiel 36:26-27 – (The New Covenant) “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and I (God) will cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”

Jesus destroyed the works of the devil by crucifying the old man, setting your body free from sin’s slavery, and then put the Holy Spirit within you. If He had simply crucified the old man, set your body free so that it was no longer an instrument of sin, and that was all He did, you could still never walk in righteousness. He had to give you a power plant, an enabler, the One who will “cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.” The N.T. tells us that when Jesus comes into our lives, He puts His Spirit within us. 

Galatians 5:16 - …Walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 

3.
He gave you a new heart. 

Jeremiah 17:9 – The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?

As I talked to John, he was so blind and his affections were so out of whack, and his heart was so deceitful, he could not see the awfulness of his sin until I showed him the Word of God over and over again. What he needs is a heart transplant, a new heart. God said, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you.”

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 – You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. Vs 7-9 – Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life – but if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory? For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory.

In other words, there was the ministry of death, which was the Law, and the ministry of the Spirit that is the new covenant. This is saying, I will crucify your old man and set your body free from sin’s slavery and then I will put my Holy Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and give you a new heart, not one of stone but of flesh. If you are truly born-again, your heart is not desperately wicked. You have a new heart, a heart of flesh on which God has written his laws. 

Jeremiah 31:33 - …declares the Lord, “I will put my law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil and do away with the spirit that works in the sons of disobedience and set you free from habitual sin.

John 8:36 - If the son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 1 John 3:5 – You know that he appeared in order to take away sin, and in Him there is not sin. 

If you are a child of the Lord, then you will be righteous as He is righteous because His seed is in you. 

1 John 3:9 – No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

The one who practices sin does so as a way of life. The one who is born of God does not practice sin as a way of life because His seed abides in him. 

Seed in the Greek is sperma or sperm. God’s sperm abides in you. You were conceived by the Holy Spirit who came inside you and caused you to be born of God and because of that, you cannot practice habitual sin. 

Born of God in 1 John 3:9 is in the perfect tense in the Greek. Perfect tense is a past-completed action with a present and continuous result. This means that once you are born of God, you are always born of God. So because God’s seed or sperm is in you, you cannot live in habitual sin. 

1 John 3:8 – The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. 

Has sinned is in the present tense - a habit of life. The devil, though, has children. Every person who has ever been born on the face of this earth has within him or her the spirit of disobedience. We were born in sin. David said, “In sin did my mother conceive me.” Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil and bring you into His family.

The Devil’s Children:

1. Practice sin.

1 John 3:8 – The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.

2. Do not practice righteousness.

1 John 3:10 - … anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.

Righteousness is not the same as being good. Instead it is to do what right, being obedient to what God says is right. 

3. Do not love other children.

1 John 3:10-12 – … anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. Not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. 

4. Has not seen or known Him.

1 John 3:6 – No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.

Sin – What is it?

1 John 3:4 – Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.

In Exodus 20, the word for sin is chata. It means to miss the mark. God sets the standard of righteousness. 

Exodus 20:1 – Then God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me. Exodus 20:7-8 – You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.

Have you ever taken the name of the Lord in vain? To take it in vain is to say, “Well, I know God,” when you don’t know Him; it is not just to get mad and swear.

Exodus 20:12-17 – Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God give you, You shall not murder. (The word murder does not mean kill, it means to murder.) You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or this female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” Exodus 20:20 – Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin. (Chata in the Hebrew)

More Definitions of Sin

New Testament 

Hamartia. This is the word that is used throughout 1 John, chapter 3. It means to fall short or miss the mark. 

Paratoma and is translated transgress . It means to turn aside or go off the path. See this in 1 John chapter 3. 

Old Testament

Pasha. It means to break away from or to revolt or rebel. If God says to do something, your response would be, “No, I won’t.” 

James 4:17 – Therefore, to the one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.

You may not have committed adultery or stolen anything but you know you are to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. You know that you are not to bow down and worship any other thing before God. If you know that that is right and don’t do it, then you have sinned. You are walking independently before God. 

Isaiah 53:6 – All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity (sin) of us all to fall on Him (Jesus). 

Avon is translated iniquity. It means perverseness, turning aside from what is right or good.

We are not to walk our way but we are to walk God’s way. God’s Word is a manifestation of God’s commandments and His heart. He says, “This is the way. Walk ye in it.” So if I turn from the way God says walk, then that is sin; this is walking independently from God. So what is sin? It boils down to one thing. Take all of the commandments, and the fact that you are turning aside, rebelling against God, missing the mark (as in the New Testament), and it adds up to one thing: walking your own way rather than the way God says. You can go to church and just slide into that pew, and sit down as Miss Pious Christianity, and you can still be as lost as you can be. 

You may not commit adultery but you can be just as much a sinner as John if you are running your own life. A rich young ruler came to Jesus. Jesus loved him. The rich young ruler said to Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said, “Keep my commandments.” The young man said, “I’ve kept them from my youth up.” Then Jesus said, “Go, sell what you have, give it to the poor and follow Me.” He couldn’t do it because he wanted his riches and wanted to walk his own way. He was just as much as sinner as if he had murdered someone. The consequences for both are the same.

“The wages of sin is death.” “The soul that sins shall die.” You cannot walk independently from God and served Him whenever you want to. Mt 7 – Many will say to me, Lord, have I not healed the sick in your name? He will say to them, “I never knew you.” Why? Because you do not do the will of My Father. You pick and choose what you want to believe and do. That is sin.

I prayed for John, “O, God, every time John starts to get into bed with someone, Lord, bring horrible guilt upon him and remind him that his body was not made for fornication, but for You. Every time he lifts a drink, God, remind him that he’s not to be drunk with wine or alcohol but his body is to be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

A Christian can commit sin but sin will not be the practice of his life, only an occasional thing. Can a Christian have a problem with one certain sin? Yes, but if so, he will have a battle within himself that is saying, “Don’t, don’t, don’t.” He will be in conflict because God’s seed, His Spirit is in Him. John is lost, that’s obvious. But where are you? Are you a child of God or a child of the devil? Have you been set free from sin’s power so you can walk in righteousness? Is righteousness the habit of your life? Has the old man died and you are no longer a slave to sin? It would be terrible if you stepped into eternity and found out that you are a child of the devil. There’s no coming back from the dead. It is, “Once to die, and then the judgment.” 

The only way to know you are born-again is to have a changed life. There was a day when I was a woman just like John. I told him my story. I said, “He changed me, He can change you. But He won’t until you turn from your ways and choose God’s way. Then Jesus will come in.” If you are not sure if the devil’s works have been destroyed in you, then come to Jesus.
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