Precepts Ministries with Kay Arthur

First John, Lesson 9, Chapter 4

“Do You Long for the Perfect Love?”
Do you long for a perfect love? I understand. It’s a built-in longing. And it’s meant to be fulfilled. We’ll talk about it today and show you how, precept upon precept. For 29 years I looked for that perfect love. Then one day I found it. We will talk about both the perfect love but also the one who might keep you from finding that perfect love and keep you in error, the one who would lie to you. God is the one who is truth and has the answers. 

O, my Father, I ask that your power might overshadow me and that you would so speak through your servant and so fill me with love that, Lord, there would be a supernatural comprehension of how we can have that perfect love. Father, I look to thee now to so permeate, so penetrate, each person’s heart and mind, that when they walk away from hearing the message, they will know where to find that perfect love. I thank You, Father, in Jesus Name, Amen

John shows us the difference between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error in First John, chapter 4. How do we know the difference? 

First, by what people say about Jesus Christ. 

You must know on the basis of anyone’s relationship with Jesus Christ. This is revealed by what they say about Him. We are looking for perfect love and the one place to find it is in God. You may have thought you would find it in a man or woman, but it is found in God. However, there is one on this planet who does not want you to find this love, one who wants to blind you from and deprive you of that love. That one is the spirit of error or the father of lies: Satan. 

Second, by what people say about loving God. 

If they say they love God but they hate their brother, then I know that is a spirit of error and not a spirit of truth. We see this in:

1 John 4:20 — If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.

Let’s look at this testing of the spirits in First John 4:1-6. 

1 John 1:1-3 — Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirit’s to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God; every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.

To understand the depths of First John, you must keep in mind why this book was written. In this first segment, John is dealing with the truth about Jesus Christ so that you can spot anyone who is speaking a lie or anyone who has the spirit of error or the antichrist spirit within him.

· First of all, remember that this book was written so that they may know that they have eternal life. The deceivers were saying, “You don’t have eternal life.” So he’s going to use the truth about love to show them that if you have love, then you have eternal life.
· Second, it was written so that they might be aware of those who were trying to deceive them. They were saying, “You don’t know the truth regarding Jesus Christ.” 

They were speaking to believers saying that you don’t know the truth about sin and love, that sin isn’t really sin because spirit is separate from matter. What you do with matter, or your body, doesn’t matter. 

They said, “Don’t tell me about sin. As long as I have this higher revelation, as long as my spirit is right with God, I’m all right.” 

So in the rest of the chapter, John will deal with how we will know the truth about love. You’ve got to keep this background in mind the entire time as you read First John or you won’t understand where John is going because he jumps back & forth between topics a lot. 

John said, “Test the spirits to see if they’re from God.” 

 Members of a group called The Way knocked on the door of a friend of mine in Chattanooga. My friend invited them in. At first, they sounded like people who really believed in Jesus Christ. But as she quizzed them, they said, “No, I do not believe that Jesus Christ is actually God in the flesh.” Immediately, she knew that this was contrary to what First John, chapter 4 said, so she tried the spirits. But it took her awhile because she had to keep buttonholing them and asking them, “Now, what do you believe? Tell me exactly what you believe about the person of Jesus Christ.”

 If a spirit confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, then that spirit is from God. 

1 John 4:3 — and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 

I have dealt with people who have had demons. I have found out that when you are talking to the demon in a person and you command that demon to tell you, “Did Jesus Christ come in the flesh?” then some people say that if they answer, “Yes,” then that is not an evil spirit but a good one. This is not necessarily true and is not what this passage is saying. It’s not saying that you test spirits by saying, “Did Jesus Christ come in the flesh?” because the evil spirits know that Jesus Christ came in the flesh. But you should ask them to confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh (1 John 4:3). 

Confess, or homologeo in the Koine Greek in this scripture is the same as in First John 1:9, “If we confess our sins…” In the Greek, homo= same, logeo = word, thus same word or to say the same thing. It means that if I say that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, I am siding with God and saying, “God, I agree with you about everything you say about Jesus Christ.”

Jesus Christ, means God our Savior. When Mary and Joseph had the angel appear to them, they were told to name the baby, Jesus, because it means God our Savior. 

So if you confess Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, you are saying that Jesus is God and He is the Savior. You can talk to a demon and ask if Jesus came in the flesh and they can answer, “Yes, of course.” Demons know this because when Jesus was here on earth and He passed men who were filled with demons, the demons would come running and throw themselves at the feet of Jesus and cry out, “Why have you come? It’s not time for you to torment us yet.” So they knew that Jesus had come in the flesh. They will say, “NO,” if you ask, “Is Jesus the savior? Is Jesus God? Is He the one that is to be bowed before and worshipped and honored as the Supreme Being?” You should ask, “Is Jesus your Savior?” I had someone actually begin to cry as he or she said, “No.” They knew where they were headed as a result of that. 

While this is ultra dramatic, it is important in order to assure that the scripture is used properly. I know of a woman who was having problems with demons. After I had spoken in Florida, a woman was brought to me. As I spoke to her, she told me of her problems with demons so when I began to pray for her, the woman began to growl at me, an unearthly growl, and I recognized it as a demon. The woman had been sent by a top Christian evangelical ministry who thought that the missionaries that had come home from the field were okay. This girl had gone there for help and as they dealt with her, they asked her if Jesus Christ had come in the flesh and when the demon replied, “Yes,” they said, “You’re from God and you’re a prophet,” so they put her in a position of leadership. In that position she found out there were all kinds of sin going on within the ministry (sexual immorality) and so there was no help for her. They were in sin and did not have the discernment of the Lord, and they used the verse improperly. 

If someone knocks on your door to witness to you, ask him or her, “Is Jesus God? Is He the only Savior? Is He God our Savior? Is Jesus the Christ?” 

To the Jews, Messiah is an Old Testament term and Christ is a the New Testament term in the Koine Greek.

 Ask if Jesus is the Promised One of God. “Has God, our Savior, who is the Messiah, actually come in flesh, born of a virgin, grown in stature and wisdom and favor with God and man, flesh and bones so that we can see Him, yet without sin, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” If they do not confess that, they are not of God. However, this is not an infallible test. There are other tests, see Matthew 7:21. 

Matthew 7:21 — “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven will enter. 

So some could say Jesus is Lord, acknowledge Him as God, as Savior, but not be from God because they never do the will of the father or submit to God, or walk in obedience to Him. 

1 John 4:4 — You are from God, little children and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.

The Holy Spirit is placed in you when you are saved. The Holy Spirit guides you into all truth. You have an anointing from God so you know the truth. Jesus is also in you and also the Father.

John 14:23b – If anyone loves Me, he will keep my word; and My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him. 

The fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily in Jesus and Jesus dwells in you. Therefore, greater is He who is in me than he who is in the world, the spirit of antichrist. So when you come face-to-face with the enemy, the enemy has to bow, not you. You need to know this because more and more you will see the powers of the evil one unleashed. You are not to be terrified. When I have dealt with people who have demons, they sometimes they have gotten very angry and come right up to my face and threaten me, but I say, “You can’t.” We as believers have been given authority from Jesus. 

I know a brother in the Lord who thought the following verse in Luke was written only for the apostles (or disciples) and not for us. But I believe it has to be for us too because Jesus is in us and He has all authority and power. In this verse, the seventy came back and were so excited, saying, 

Luke 10:17-18  — “Even the demons are subject to us in your name,” and Jesus said to them, “I saw Satan falling from heaven like lightening.”

Luke 10:19-20 — “Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.” 
This means, “Don’t get all excited about this; it’s a common authority for every single believer.” If your name is written in heaven, then Jesus is in you and: 

1 John 4:4b — … greater is He that is in you than He who is in the world. You don’t have to flinch. The armor is for the front side, not the back. You were never meant to retreat.

1 John 4:5 — They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them. 
You may be hearing a voice inside saying, “You’ll never know perfect love,” but this book (the Bible) is true. If you don’t believe the Bible it’s because you’re listening to the world. You are listening to:

 John 8:44 — … the devil is a liar and the father of lies.

I John 4:6a — We are from God. He who knows God listens to us. 

One of the ways you know that I am from God is because I am straight on my doctrine about Jesus Christ. 

So anytime anyone knocks on your door, ask:

· Did Jesus Christ actually come in the flesh 

· When He did, did He stay in the flesh? 

· Was He born of a virgin’s womb? 

· Did He die as a man?

· Was Jesus the Christ the whole time He was here on earth? 

· Is He God? 

· Is He God incarnate, equal with the Father, just the same as the Father in character and attributes? 

If they say, “No,” then you’ve met someone from the world who has the spirit of error. You should tell them the truth and close the door. 

1 John 4:6 — We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

How do I know if someone is from God? John gives us two tests. 

· First, I ask if Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. 

· Second, if someone won’t listen to God’s word, he is not from God. 

(Check out seminaries and Bible schools to make sure they believe that the Bible is of God — not only that it contains God’s word but that it is God’s word from beginning to end. If they do not believe this, leave, because you are not hearing a spirit of truth.)

First John 4:7-5:2 speaks of the topic of perfect love. Six things about love.

1. Love’s source is God. God is love. 

1 John 4:7 — Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
Love is in the present tense (continuous action) or Let us keep on loving one another. These aren’t spurts of love, but are continuous. People who are from God are loving. It’s not the only test, but it’s one of the tests. If God is love, and God is in you and you love, you can know that you are born of God. Contrast this with:

1 John 4:8 — The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

Kay’s testimony: At the time of taping I was almost 49 and wasn’t saved until the age of 29. I have known the Lord 19 years. The first 29 years of my life, even as a child I longed to be married, to have my very own husband, one who would love and hold me and be sweet to me like my daddie was to my mother. I married a man who I thought was going to love me. When we were on our honeymoon, he told me everything he did not like about me. I decided that if he didn’t like me then he did not love me. He didn’t really know how to love me because he had never known love. He had seen his mom and dad fight, and his dad moving out of his parent’s bedroom, never to move back again. And I didn’t know how to love him because I didn’t know love’s source. I knew about Jesus and said I knew Him, but I really didn’t. When I divorced my husband six years later, I longed for someone to love me just as I was: unconditionally. I needed someone to love me no matter what I did.

Where is that unconditional kind of love?

The Greek language has different words for different kinds of love. 

· Eros, the erotic, sensual love that says, “Give me, satisfy me, give me pleasure,” is all right in marriage, but if that’s all you have it only happens in the bedroom and that doesn’t take care of any other situations. 

· Phileo love says, “I love you because you make me happy and I’m happy when I’m loving you, and I admire you.” Even that love won’t last because it’s not unconditional. 

· Agape love is unconditional love. It is used only a couple of times in secular writings but is used over and over in the word of God. 

2. Love’s measure is sacrifice. 

1 John 4:9-10 — By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent His son to be the propitiation for our sins.

Love is measured by its sacrifice, by what it gives. God gave His Son to prove His love for us? 

John 3:16 — For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 

There will never be another Son like Jesus Christ. He has always existed from all eternity; He has never not existed. He is a separate entity who is the same in character and attributes, same in eternity, yet had a relationship with God, of Father to Son. God wanted the world to know He loved you so He picked out the highest, the most supreme treasure He had; it was His Son. His Son loved you enough to say, “I will go. I will be the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.” 

There had been 400 years of silence and then one day the silence was broken by a voice crying in the wilderness, “Behold, the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.” While he was on this earth, he had grown in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man. Then at the age of 30 He made His public appearance. For 3½ years He walked among people that people might see that Lamb, one without spot or blemish like the Old Testament Jewish sacrifices called for. Then when the 3 ½ years were up and the Passover lamb was kept and examined for 3½ days, God took His Lamb. Jesus looked at His disciples and said, “The time has come.” 

He went to the Garden of Gethsemane and cried out to the Father. He shed great drops of blood. He was under such stress and strain that instead of fainting His capillaries burst in His head and blood came mingled with His sweat. Then the guards took Him to the High Priest and interrogated him and beat him. He could have called ten thousand angels but He didn’t. He stood there and he took it because He loved you. God could have screamed, “Stop it!! I will not have anymore, I can’t stand it!” But love restrained Him and held Him back. That night pulled out His beard, they lowered Him into a cistern, and when they brought Him up they judged Him, stripped Him down and flogged Him with a cat-o’-nine tails. 

As Isaiah describes, He was marred more than the sons of any man. In other words, He didn’t even look like a human being. What was He doing? Love was manifesting itself, saying, “Do you know how much I love you? Look at me. What more can I do than lay down my life for you. What more can I do than endure this for you.” And God is saying from heaven, “Can’t you see, can’t you tell that I love you? I have given you the epitome of gifts. I have given you my son.” He could have stopped it, but He didn’t because Jew and Gentile apart from Jesus Christ would die and go to Hell if they did not have the blood of the Lamb of the Son of God to be shed for the washing away of sins. For without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins. The blood of bulls and goats can never take away sin and that’s why the Jews offered them year after year. But now, He has perfected forever those who are sanctified by the offering of the Son of God, once for all. This is love’s measure. 

John 15:13 — “Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”

John 10:11,15,17 & 18 — These verses say: ”No man takes my life from me. I lay it down.

Love love’s you when you are a sinner and without hope.

3. Love’s manifestation
1 John 4:9-12 — By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent His son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.

What is he saying? My attitude towards my husband used to be, “When you love me, I’ll love you. When you treat me right, I’ll treat you right.” And that’s why some people aren’t loved today. They are waiting to be loved first, and then they will love back. That’s not the way it goes. It has a beginning; it has a source. God is the source. Love is measured by the sacrifice it gives, but it is also has a beginning. 

Love’s manifestation:

· Love is initiated by God.

1 John 4:9 — By this the love of God was manifested in us…

1 John 4:19 — We love because He first loved us.

God first loved us. Romans, Chapter 5, describes what we were like when He loved us. I had anger at God, shaking my fist at God when my husband left, but God said, “I love you, Kay.” The entire time when I was with man after man, God was waiting for me to turn around and come to Him. It wasn’t an inactive waiting; He was a constantly pursuing me. He first loved us.

· Love is displayed in Jesus. 

1 John 4:10 — In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

(Propiation means satisfaction for our sins.) Jesus displayed His love by His death, burial and resurrection.

· Love is completed through us. It begins with God, it is displayed through Jesus and then it is completed through us.

1 John 4:11-12 — Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 
How is the world going to know the love of God? They are not going to open the Bible. They are not going to see Jesus. Jesus is dead and gone, and resurrected and at the right hand of the Father. But He is not coming back anymore until He returns to set up His kingdom. So until then, how is the world going to know the love of God? We are to love others regardless of who they are or what the circumstances; we are to love unconditionally. The book, If I Perish is a true story of Esther Ahn Kim, a Korean schoolteacher, who was under Japanese occupation in World War II. She was told to bow before a large Japanese shrine. Japan was losing the war and felt the need to seek their gods. At the sound of the gong everyone bowed down except Esther. She showed God her love by standing upright. 

(There is a day when we need to stand upright. Are you willing to die for truth? The world longs to see someone who so believes that they are willing to die for it.) 

They took Esther to prison and she became thin as a skeleton and was going blind from lack of food. In that prison cell she could hear down the way a woman who cried day and night. Esther asked one of the matrons why the woman cried and she said she was a Manchurian woman who had murdered and cut her husband up and threw him in the river. The matron said she was wild and vicious. They had handcuffed her hands behind her back because she bit and hit. Esther asked the matron to bring the woman to her cell but she said, “No, you don’t want her in your cell. The stench is horrible and she has been awake for days and nights and she has secreted all over herself and she is covered with feces and urine.” But Esther said, “Bring her to my cell.” 

So they did and the other women in her cell ran to the corner and hid their faces. They were angry with Esther. But Esther walked up to that woman and put her arms around her. When she did the woman tried to fight her, but Esther went around and held her from the back, whispering scripture to her in Korean and Japanese, until the woman was exhausted and fell to the floor. Then Esther took the woman’s dirty feet and tucked them under her own kimono to warm her because she was so cold. Esther cradled her. When it was time to eat the woman ate her food quickly and Esther then gave her food to her also. Esther learned some Manchurian and shared the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the woman came to know Him. They could take the handcuffs off her and when the day of her execution came, she turned to Esther and said, “Esther, because of you, I know that I am going to step into the presence of God.” 

Love was initiated by God and displayed by Jesus. Something terrible happened in today’s world because the church is not manifesting that love of God and we’ve got to display that love of God. We’ve got to complete it.

4. Love’s habitation is abiding in God.

1 John 4:12-13 — No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. By this, we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.

1 John 4:15-16 — Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him. We have come to know and believe the love that God has for us. God is love and the one who abides in love abides in God and God in him.
You know that you are abiding in love because you keep His commandments. The two go together.

1 John 5:3 — For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. 

His commandments are not burdensome if you love the One who is giving the commandments. By keeping His commandments we know that we are abiding in His love.

5. Love’s confidence
1 John 4:17-18 — By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the Day of Judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love for perfect love casts out fear because fear involves punishment and the one who fears is not perfected in love.

· When you love God with a perfect love and He loves you with a perfect love, then you have total confidence. God’s perfect love for you allows you the confidence to know that when death befalls you and judgment comes, you need not fear whatsoever because you know that you are loved by God. 

· Second, if you walk in perfect love, (perfect meaning matured, not without error) then you also live without fear because He is pleased with you for walking in love and that makes you more comfortable with Him. As in verse 17, Jesus, while in the world had a relationship with the Father, you too have the same relationship with the Father. Jesus called Him Father. You call Him Father. Jesus was His Son. You are His child. 

John 1:12-13 — But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

If God brought us to Himself, He loves us as He loves His son and we can walk with perfect love that casts out fear. Fear has torment; it has punishment but we can trust God knowing His perfect love. 

Illustration: There were two brothers in Christ who were from the Moravian movement. They had learned of an island of slaves that a cruel man owned. No one on the island was allowed to be a Christian. That meant that all of the slaves on the island would die and go to Hell because they were not allowed to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. So the two Moravian brothers sold themselves as slaves to that man. They got on the ship and the people on shore waved goodbye to them and they sailed off to lay down their lives in order to witness to those men, in order to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Can you imagine being so secure in the love of God that you could do that? To know that whenever death came, you would not have to hang on to life but because you loved God and knew that God loves you, perfect love casts out fear? If you have fear, than your love is not mature. If you fear God, then you do not understand God’s great love for you, or possibly your love has not come to maturity.

6. Love is obedience. We will look at this next week, but love always obeys and this is what we see in Chapter 4:19-5:2.

Do you long for a perfect love that loves you no matter what you’re like? There is only one place to find it. The reason you long for it is that in every single human being, there is a vacuum that can only be filled with God and God is love. So go to Him through the Son and you will find the love you’ve been looking for and you won’t have to run and look for it anymore. I know. I found that love in the person of Jesus Christ.
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