Lesson One – Without Blame at Christ’s Coming

1.  Occasion -- Report from Timothy after his visit with the Thessalonians.  

Paul’s concern about how they were progressing in the faith.

1 Thess. 2:17-3:5  

1 Thess. 3:6-8 – Kay’s verse for us!  Now we really live if you stand firm!

1 Thess. 3:11-13

2.  Purpose

A.  1 Thess. 4:1 – Paul’s stated purpose of the Letter

B.  To let them know he wants to come to them

C.  To exhort them to excel still more

D.  1 Thess. 5:23 – Paul’s continuing concern

E.  More subtle purpose -- 1 Thess 3:6–Did they really love him & think kindly of him?  

3.  Type of Epistle:  Letter of Exhortation (Exhort used 3 times in the entire letter)


1 Thess. 2:3, 11 and 1 Thess. 4:1 – Once (in his stated purpose of the letter)

“Exhort”    Para/kaleo – to call to the side of or to call beside


     Par(aineo) – To tell/speak/recommend beside


     Pro/trepo – To turn forward; propel; come along and encourage

      Noun: Para/klesis

Acts 4:36 – Barnabas – “Son of Encouragement”

Luke 2:25 – Same word used of Jesus

John 14:16 – Same word used of Holy Spirit – Helper, exhorter, encourager, comforter, 

Letter Demonstrates responsibility of Discipler to Disciplee
How we can come alongside another:


Believing, Caring, Teaching, Urging, Warning, Encouraging

Why?

t             

Are you going to stand there alone, or with the fruit of your ministry?1 Thes 2:17-20 

Christ’s coming mentioned in every chapter:  1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:16; 5:23

This book hits the authority of the Word of God – Look for it!

OT – 3 places Disciple is mentioned:  

Lamad – root word, meaning to learn and to teach in the same word.  Idea of teaching and training.  Limmud is derivative of Lamad.  

3 OT Scriptures using Lamad:  Ps 119:12,26,64 “Teach me thy statutes”

[Ultimately found in the fear of the Lord] as mentioned in Deuteronomy

Isaiah: 8:11-16; Isaiah 50:4; Isaiah 54:13

NT “Disciple” – Mathetes – word for Disciple from Manthano – to learn

Vs.  Didaskalos – to teach.  Learn and teach used separately in NT.  

Matt 28:16-20; Life of Paul- Acts 7; Acts 9:3-6; Acts 9:15-16; Galatians 1:15-17; Acts 9:19b-25; Gal 1:18; Acts 9:26
