Lesson 10 – What About the Dead in Christ?

Have the dead missed the coming of the Lord?

1 Thess. 4:13-18 – Coming of Jesus Christ 


PARA/OUSIA = WITH/BEING (Ouisia = Eimi or to be)


Used to denote arrival and consequent presence of another person


Seen in: 1 Thess. 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; 2 Thess. 2:1-2; 8-9


AP/OUSIA = WITHOUT/BEING – 2 Pet 1:16 Christ’s Transfiguration

1 Thess. 4:13 – Sleep used to describe a Christian’s experience of death.  Only those who are dead (asleep) in Christ have hope.  The hope that the dead have is that they will participate in the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, which will be the resurrection of their mortal bodies.

Quotations from:  D. Edmond Hiebert, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Moody Press (now DMH Books, Revised July 2006) 
Quotations from Greek and Roman philosophers who had a lack of hope concerning death.  

Reincarnation is one of man’s answers to life after death.

1 Thess. 4:14 – “If” is a first-class condition.  Active voice shows subject performs action of verb.  Jesus died.  Jesus rose.

John 10:17-18 – Jesus’ authority over life and death


Jesus DIED – He DID NOT fall asleep.  You therefore fall asleep and do not die.  In His death He conquered sin and death.

1 Cor 15:1-11 – Gospel given in full – must include resurrection piece

1 Cor 15:12-13 – “…how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;”  If He was not raised, then their preaching was in vain, and our hope is in vain.  There would be no credence to “wages of sin is death.”

1 Cor 15:15-17 – If no resurrection, you are dead in your sins and His death was ineffectual.

Rom 4:22-25 – “He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.”

1 Cor 15:17-18

1 Cor 15:19

1 Cor 15:20 – Christ is the first fruits of those who are asleep (dead in Christ).  

Christ as first fruits evident in study of Jewish Feasts 

1 Cor 5:7-8 – Passover Feast (Leaven = Sin)

Lev 23:10-ll – Feast of First Fruits – Promise of Harvest yet to come

Lev 23:17; 23:20 – Showed Harvest that followed

Christ’s resurrection from the dead is first fruit.   It tells us there is a harvest yet to come.  Christ was raised, therefore you and I are to be raised.

1 Cor 15:20-21
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1 Cor 15:23 – But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, 
Matt 27:51-52 – And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split. The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 

1 Cor 15:23-26

1 Thess. 4:13-14 – debunks concept of “soul sleep”

2 Cor 5:1-2

2 Cor 5:3-4

2 Cor 5:5

Eph 1:13-14

2 Cor 5:5-8

Phil 1:20-21

Phil 1:21-24

“If I die in Christ I am going to come back with him and participate in His coming from an aerial view!”

	


   


