Lesson 6 – How Can You Deliver God’s Gospel Effectively?

A.  1 Thess. 2 – The Gospel is delivered as an exhortation/call for that person to respond, accept, believe in Jesus Christ, with the result of a change in direction in that person’s life.

1 Thess. 2:1-3

1 Thess. 2:11

When we present the Gospel, and come alongside that person to bring the change, we can expect warfare.

Paul wrote 1 Thess. 2 in defense of delivering the Gospel.  Timothy probably told him that people there were trying to subvert what Paul and Silas taught.

1 Thess. 2:14-16  God causes even the wrath of man to praise His name and accomplish His eternal purposes.

Are you going through warfare?  Don’t panic!

1 Thess. 2:18 – Satan thwarted Paul – God used it anyway.

B.   1 Thess. 2, we find out how to deliver the Gospel

Overview of 1 Thessalonians:

	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	Chapters 4 & 5

	Exemplary Conversion
	Exemplary

Witness
	Exemplary

Follow-Up
	Exemplary

Walk


Remember Kay’s goal for us:  We will stand before Jesus with others who benefited from our ministry:  Our glory, joy and crown

Paul’s Goals for the Thessalonians:

1. To Deliver God’s Gospel in a way that will please God, not men

1 Thess. 2:4; Gal. 1:10 (as a bondservant of Christ)

2 Tim 4:1-2 – Be ready in and out of season; proclaim Gospel in such a way that it:


Reproves – Gives forth Word and brings conviction


Rebukes – Gives forth Word that doesn’t bring conviction


Exhorts – Calls to repentance, comes alongside



Make sure proclaimed, giving all three attributes with longsuffering and doctrine (explain what God’s Word has to say about the person’s situation).

2. To Deliver God’s Gospel in a way that will call (exhort) and encourage them to live in a manner worthy of God.

1 Thess. 2:11-12

Walk – Present Tense Verb – Life of Habitual walking in a manner worthy of God.  WALK = PERI/PATEO ( Around/To Walk – To order your whole life in that way.



   (          (   

1 Thess. 5:23 WORTHY = AXIOS ( To Have Weight       (
My walk should have equal weight with God’s righteousness.  
1 Cor. 10:31 – Order entire behavior consistent with the Gospel.

Col. 3:17 – Whatever I do, I do in the name of Jesus.

The book of 1 Thessalonians doesn’t deal with the content of the Gospel, but with the CONTEXT of the Gospel – the setting (like a gem in a setting that shows off the stone).  When Paul gives the setting, he goes from negative to positive. (Technique also used in Jeremiah 1)

1. Do not deliver Gospel in error, but in purity. 1 Thess. 2:3; 

2 Peter 3:16-17

a.  Do not put a new Christian as a public witness for the Gospel

b.  Do not adulterate the Word of God to get people to believe 2 Cor 4:4-6; 1 Thess. 2:3  For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity – what kind?  Sexual – Thessalonians worshipped two gods:  DIONYSIACS and CABIRI – both had phallic symbols in worship.  Sometimes people bring the Gospel to others for the sake of sexual impurity.

2 Peter 2:18; Jude 4; Rev 2:20; 2 Tim 3:5-7; 

2. Gospel did not come by way of deceit (to catch by bait)

3. Gospel did not come with flattering (DOLO – Guile/Trickery) speech.  2 Tim 4:3-4

4. Gospel Did not come with a pretext for greed (cloak of covetesnous).

5. Gospel did not come seeking glory from men

Paul came:  In Gentleness; With a Fond Affection (love’s labor); With Good Character that was Devout, Upright, & Blameless; As from a Mother (tenderness) to a Father -- responsible for teaching (instructing) and disciplining (imploring)

Talmud – duties of Jewish father: circumcise; teach law; teach trade

Paul used his trade to work day and night to give the Gospel. 

If we walk in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, it will be easier for them to walk that way by following our example.

