Lesson 7 – Follow Up so that There’s Victory over the Tempter
1 Thess. 2:1-12 – How Gospel was Delivered

1 Thess. 2:13-20 – How Gospel was Opposed

1 Thess. 2:14-16 – Drove Out the Witnesses

1 Thess. 2:17-20 – Satan Tried to Prevent Follow-Up

Men that cast doubts on the veracity of the Word are tools of the enemy.  Any time the Gospel is going forth in power, by the H.S., in example, with conviction, you’ll see warfare.  In spite of it all, they were persevering.

Chapter 3:  An Exemplary Follow-Up Consists of:


3:1-3 – Contact is Personal and Motivated by Love


3:4 – Teaching which Prepares


3:5-9; 11-13 – Exhortation that holds one another accountable 


3:10 – Prayer that Perseveres

Follow-up is essential because the Christian life is one of warfare.

Satan wants to establish a beachhead from which he can operate on 3 fronts:

1. In Your Whole Body


By getting you to commit overt sin.  Heb 2:14-15; 1 Cor 15:56; 1 John 3; 1 John 2-1-2; 1 John 1:9; 1 Cor 11:27-32; 2 Tim 2:22 – flee youthful lust and pursue righteousness; 1 Thess. 5:22 – abstain from every appearance of evil.






2. In Your Soul – (Made up of Mind and Heart)

Satan wants to get you by bringing unbelief into your mind, resulting in disobedience to the Word of God.  Prov. 23:7; Eph 4:26-27; 

2 Cor 10:3-5 – Weapons of warfare not of flesh.  Beware of lofty thoughts held up against the knowledge of God.  Take them captive to the obedience of Christ.
Matt. 15:18-19; before you let a thought in your mind, frisk it with Phil. 4:8.  If we don’t cast out offending thoughts, Satan builds a fortress in our minds brick by brick, which will affect our whole bodies.


3. In Your spirit (where we commune with God)

Satan wants to attack the spirit of man with affliction, which causes him to doubt the love of God.  1 Thess. 3:3-5

Garden of Eden example:


Satan cast doubt on the Word of God, appealed to the flesh, and made an implication that God was holding out on them – that He was trying to afflict them.

1 Thess. 5:23 – Paul’s prayer that their whole body would be preserved blameless.

I can stop Satan from having a beachhead in my body and soul by worshiping in my spirit, and in my relationship to God.  Several aspects:

1. Time alone with God

2. Knowing God and who He is – Daniel 11:32b

3. Studying God’s Word 

4. Putting on the Armor of God (takes care of the Body)

5. James 4:4; 4:8 – Drawing Near to God and Resisting the devil
Armor of God – Don’t put on armor for the sake of putting it on.  Put it on for the sake of wearing it so it’s part of your attire.

Eph 6:10-11 – Stand Firm is a military term that means hold your position.  Your position in Christ is described in Eph 1-3.

Eph 6:14 – Gird your loins with truth.  Illustration of a Roman soldier.  While on duty, belt is tight.  Truth holds all armor in place.  Breastplate (of righteousness) is hooked into the belt (of truth). Breastplate of righteousness is His righteousness and my own righteousness.

Eph 6:15 – Feet shod with preparation of the Gospel of peace, which is the fact that I’m at peace with God b/c the enmity between me and Him is gone.  Col. 3:12-14; 15-17. I should also be at peace with my brother.

Eph 6:16 – Shield of Faith to extinguish flaming missiles of evil one.

Interlock your shields of scripture.

Eph 6:17 – Helmet of Salvation – head wound can be mortal.  Protects your thoughts.  1 Cor 2:16 – you have the mind of Christ!

Eph 6:17 – Sword of Spirit – Word of God – the only offensive weapon mentioned.  Is yours sharp?

Eph 6:18-20 – As you walkie you talkie – stay in communication with God by keeping in prayer.

Synopsis:

· Draw Near to God

· Resist the Devil and he will flee

· Stand – Hold your position with Armor on, and Victory is guaranteed! 

