Lesson 9: Unblameable in Holiness – Why? Because of Love

The reason you can be holy is because of God’s love for you.  We need to excel still more in love, therefore being unblameable in holiness.

1 Thess. 3:11 – moving into Paul’s exhortations and practical part of book

1 Thess 1:3 is similar to 1 Cor 13:13 – But now abide faith, hope, and love – but the greatest of these is love.

Holiness is borne out of love.  It begins and is made possible because God loved us (John 3:16)

We are set apart unto God – sanctified – made holy


UNBLAMEABLE IN HOLINESS:

I. Because of God’s Love for Us

Gen 22:1-2 – Is where “we meet love for the first time” in God’s Word

We see this love in a father & son relationship; one in which the father sacrifices the son he loves, his only son (as far as the promises of God)

Gen 22:2-3 – Burt offering is a voluntary (thus love) offering

Gen 22:3-5 – Worship is used for the first time.  Love and worship used together

Gen 22:5-6 – A picture of God and His son.  We see God laying the wood of the cross on His son.  We see the son voluntarily submitting to the will of the Father (same as Isaac). 

Gen 22:7-8 – God will provide Himself (as) the lamb.

Hebrew Words for Love

aheb ( Love of God for man, man for God, love in general.  Pick up specific meaning in the context


Seen in Deut 4:37-38; Deut 7:6-8; Deut 7:8-9


Love and obedience go hand-in-hand

hesed ( in NIV is Love; in NASB is Lovingkindness.  Used of God’s lovingkindness toward His people.  Also used as a bond of loyalty between friends, relatives, and allies.  Spoken of in covenant terms


Seen in Exodus 15:13; Exodus 34:6-7


It is used only one time in the Word of God for Man’s love to God


Jeremiah 2:2 – uses the Word as “devotion.”

raham ( Love or Compassion

dod ( used in reference to the one you love (Song of Solomon)

Love is seen in God’s redemption of His people.  Our love is in response to that.

1 John 4:9-10; 19

Romans 5:6-7 – God loved us while we were helpless (and unrighteous)

Romans 5:8-10 – God loved s while we were sinners and enemies

Romans 8:31-32 – If God is for us who can be against us?

He did not spare His own Son.  Is He not going to freely give you everything you need?  The cross is the ultimate expression of love.

II Because of Our Love for God

What is to be our response to God’s love?  

Unblameable in holiness by loving God.

God’s love evokes that response.  Man expresses love to God in obedience to God.  
God’s Redemption – Promises a Savior

God’s Law – Calls them to Obedience (after the Exodus from Egypt)

Love and Obedience are linked together

Deut 6:4-9 – Keep God’s commands ever before me  

Deut 10:12-19; Deut 11:1; 13-16; 22-23   

· Love’s expression is seen in obedience that clings to God in love. 

Matt 22:37-40

III   Because of Our Love for Others

The whole OT Law and Prophets is summarized in loving God with mind, heart, soul and strength, and loving neighbor as self.

John 13:34-35  -- Love is gut-level obedience

I express my love to God by obedience to Him and my in my love for others and acts of charity. Madame Guyon example.
1 Thess. 4:9-10 – “taught” doesn’t connote divine communication; but relationship.  It is to be a habit of life.

Excel – (abound) still more used 3 times: 1 Thess. 3:12; 4:1; 4:10

1 John 3:10-17 – Commentary on brotherly love

Love gives and even gives if it has to be a sacrifice.

Love is always active and can be seen in its activity and sacrifice.

When we have abundance it is given to meet the needs of others.

2 Cor 8:1-3; 2 Cor 8:13-14

Acts 4:34-35

How is love seen?  If you want to excel still more, practice love by giving, practice love by sacrificing. 

