II Peter 
Wayne Barber
Lesson 0

How to be protected from error Wayne Barber  

In Scripture, mind =understanding

Rom 12:2-mind- nous 

Luke 23:45- understand- nous

Phil 4:7-understanding- nous

Rev 13:18- understanding- nous

The mind is the place where understanding takes place. 

2 kinds of mind in Scripture

Fleshly mind, carnal mind

-Col 2:18-  lost person has no ability to understand on a spiritual level; humanism

- began at the fall- man lost the spiritual ability to understand the things of God when he was separated from 

God.

Spiritual mind- depends upon the revelation of God; only given from god

-I Cor 2:5-16- we have the understanding of Christ; wisdom to the mature- a mystery- hidden- would not have crucified the Lord; the Spirit searches the thoughts of man, and only the Spirit knows the thoughts of God; make sure in this life we are focusing on the things of Christ(then we have victory over things of this life

-I John 5:20- given the understanding by God at whatever level we are able to understand; 

 - The Holy Spirit enlightens the believer’s mind, gives us understanding, moves within us

YOU HAVE TO KNOW THE GOD OF THE BIBLE TO UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE.

Spiritual mind- understand on a spiritual level; God does it in our lives; depend on the revelation of the Lord Jesus; understanding has to be given, revealed

3 things for how to be protected from error: (must be living in the spiritual plain- with the Word as your authority)

(If doctrine divides us, it is heresy; if Jesus divides us then that is “o.k.”)

Acts 17:10-12

1. willingness to receive the Word of God 

-receive( John 7:17-dechomai= receive with great expectation, heartily; really want spiritual understanding; He gives to us on the level we can comprehend what He is saying

a. deep hunger for the Word of God- obey what you know and God will give you more insight; God will not 

force His Truth on us


-hunger is operable as long as you’re eating right; Word of God or food of the world; 1P-desire the


  pure things of the Word


-Word of God is the only spiritual food that nourishes.

b. make a choice to hear only the Word of God; definite article used means specific Word

c. personal to each individual- everyone is responsible to get into the Word of God; received-aorist middle voice- means each one for themselves


What is your hunger level for the Word?

2.carefulness to investigate – examining the Scriptures daily; (examining =  1-used of a detective in criminal case to gather information; 2)- check it out until you have found your conclusive answer) ;Acts 17:11

3.serious enough to commit


-if you hear truth, but don’t use it, you are back in error

-Romans 1:21-22- stupidity = hearing truth but turn back on it ; this is not the same of ignorance

II Peter- trying to head them off from error

            - need to have faith and virtue before you can add knowledge, otherwise or you have arrogance- knowledge without virtue

How to tell if someone is not committed to and growing in the Word of God: they are greedy with their possessions. Matthew 6; if a person is not free with their possessions and in giving => no understanding that Jesus is Lord of all and cannot receive on the spiritual level. Jesus is Lord of everything.

