II Peter
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Lesson 1
 The Importance of Spiritual Knowledge
Knowledge- the essence of what Peter is telling the people they have to have

Peter uses 5 Greek words for knowledge for knowledge only one has to do with intuitive knowledge:

Lean on intuitive knowledge too much it leads to passive attitude in your life;

Acquired knowledge: something you pay a price to get- Peter uses this word more.

1P1:2,3,8;2:20- epignosois- epi= intensifies word- fullness of knowledge; personal experiencing of word

1P1:5;3:18- gnosis- knowledge- essential tool of the Xian walk, very influence behind the Xian life;  

a. spiritual discernment- have to have the Word of God; never arrive- always getting it; pressing toward the mark; 

-spiritual discernment is available to anyone with gnosis

b.personal knowledge: someone else’s knowledge does not help me

c.knowledge acquired through experience which backs up the Word; God usually puts you in a storm to get the head knowledge into our life and heart

d.determines the Xain’s behavior and conduct- to back up your testimony

f. finished product of epigninosko- 2P1:20;2:21;3:3- the act of acquiring the knowledge, there is a process of acquiring( obedience to the Word; I have to choose against my thinking and choose for His thinking, regardless of what it is- then truth starts to sink into my life; have to go thru the experience of obedience to obtain gnosis: OBEDIENCE INDICATES REAL KNOWLEDGE

2 kinds of knowledge:


-human knowledge: 1Jo- Gnosticism- people in church who found they could find knowledge apart from God; 


humanism


-spiritual knowledge: guides your life- knowing and experiencing Christ; Jo7:17- ; look someone’s life to see if 


they have spiritual knowledge

Ph 3:8-10:KJV- gnosis- knowledge of JC- he counted it all lost before he lost them therefore when he lost them it wasn’t a big deal; know Him- by counting everything as lost

2P- things were going bad; Peter was telling them to stay tuned to the spiritual things

2P3- sincere mind= to be viewed in the sunshine with no fault; pure

         stir up- Mark 4:38-39- awoke- arose- 1st wake it up, then 2nd, get it running

Circumstances can get us to tune from spiritual to human thinking. 

Peter warning the people to not do this

Remind- v.1,2- remember- to remain, retain; “hupo”- up under- in other words, everything they had learned previously gets up under them and continues to keep them stable stabilizes in the circumstances

2 Peter Outline

A. 2P 1:1-12- Reminds them of the knowledge of their 1)faith, 2)wholeness, 3)character, 4)need to grow

B. 2P 1:13-21- Reminds them knowledge of who He was 1) determination, 2)destiny, 3)diligence, 4) documents his credibility as an apostle, 5) faithfulness and conviction to the Word of God

C. 2P 2 -Reminds them of the contrast of knowledge and false teaching 1) craftiness, 2)converts, 3)condemnation,   4)character

D. 2P 3 -Reminds them of their knowledge of the end times:

a. the characteristics 1) prophesied, 2)mocked, 3)promised, 4)come suddenly


b.knowledge of the last days should 1)bring us to godliness, 2)gives us an expectancy, 3)urges us to diligence, 


4)causes us to be grateful for the delay, 5)motivates us to be on guard for error, 6) demands we grow in grace

Why do I do what I do?

SPIRITUAL GNOSIS- THE KNOWLEDGE LEARNED FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF OBEYING GOD’S WORD IS THE ONLY PROPER “FREQUENCY” THAT THE CHRISTIAN OUGHT TO BE OPERATING ON. This knowledge governs the way we live; it will keep your conscience pure and out of your conscience flows your convictions and out of your convictions flow your lifestyle. 

Peter reminds the people they KNOW something and he wants them to get back with it.

Remember how easy it is to switch channels- remember what Jesus HAS taught us and live it out.

