2 Peter
Wayne Barber
Lesson 2

A Faith Is Precious

Precious: 2P 1:4, 7,19; 2:4,6,7

2 Peter 1:1-4


Peter admonishing to hold on to knowledge and remember false teachers will come

v.1- preciousness  of our faith:


A. because it is so persuasive (faith means to persuade):



To have faith you have to have:

1. knowledge of the truth- Ro 10:17, 1 John 5:20



2. power to embrace that truth- natural man has no power to receive the things of God apart from 



what God gives



3. confidence to hold on to it- God given



The only thing faith doesn’t include is the choice I have to make


-to receive= to obtain, to have assigned to one; these seem mutually exclusive; God assigned the Truth to be


revealed to me, to have the power to embrace it and to hold onto it


Faith is from God vs.gnostics- knowledge from man

B. because of it’s price: Jesus died on the Cross; Jesus was not afraid of dying but didn’t want to be separated from the Father: not My will but Thine- this is the essence of true righteousness; this is what God declared perfect righteouness that freed us and imparted righteousness to us

-righteousness: dikaiosune (1343): submitted to a higher authority, conformity to all He commands;  right God has upon man ( man must receive god as a gift, not earned; imputed as a gift- thru 

repentance of sin ( capacity to submit to His claims and power to live up to them because we have the embodiment of righteousness living in us….. Jesus- God and man

-Jesus is to be my Lord; unacceptable to the natural man

Ph 2:6- Jesus is God, emptied Himself , God/ man, lived a sinless life under God’s standards




must receive God as a gift


Faith cost God His Son.

If I say I am righteous- God says: “YES! Now live like it: under my authority.”

3 aspects of my faith I am not to turn from:

1.v.2- Peace our faith provides


Meaning:


-shalom- Hebrew-
oneness




wholeness




completeness




totally fulfilled



Greek-
rest, absence of strife

Peace came to earth when Jesus came because now man no longer had to be under the law, the law was fulfilled.


Motivation: grace

-peace is when there is no strife between man and God   BUT ( no peace where there is no grace

-peace appears when grace is there




       = Greek- unmerited favor with God




       that which man does not deserve and cannot earn




       comes from the loving kindness of God




       Jesus is the embodiment of grace

When we understand God’s grace we then see our sin and need and cry out to Him in our need; then He gives the peace after grace is applied.


Multiplication: (comes from word = full influence Ph 4:7)


Increases understanding of the Word of God- fullness of God, apply to heart

The only way up is down- on my knees; the Word of God keeps us down, then Jesus gets up in our lives 

2. v.3-power that faith produces

-      power source- same as grace and peace comes from: knowledge of Jesus Christ

= dunamis-duna- able or capable – increased ability, new capacities I didn’t have before; i.e.- loving, serving

· force of power- applies to:

1.life- zoa = Jesus Himself = spiritual life; I lack nothing spiritually, need nothing but Jesus to live the Christian life; (not physical life- we have our needs not our wants); Rev 2-Eph- left first love

2. godliness = to worship well- my devotion and commitment to Christ

· course of power- through true knowledge = without variance – called to His own glory and excellence- for 

His own glory 

3.v.4-promises faith proclaims-


-because of these promises we are shareholders of the nature of God


-promise = assurance / salvation experience- leads to the escaping of the corruption in the world by lust


-nature determines one’s entire life:




appetite 2P 2:22- why?- it is their nature




behavior




environment




association

BUT WE HAVE THE NATURE OF GOD!!!!! Do I walk righteously or turn away from it?

What is it that I desire? What are my thoughts, actions? Where do I live, who are friends, where do we hang out? Am I energized by God’s people? Is my nature different since I became a Christian?

Pursue God and His knowledge.

I must decrease so Christ can increase
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