2 Peter
Wayne Barber
Lesson 3

 7 Characteristics  of a Godly life

Christian must grow, not just talk about it. James- faith without works is dead

2P1:5- “to put something along side of something else”  put your faith to work


v.1-4- faith we have described


v.5-11- what we are to do now that we have faith

diligence- come up with all the determination you can muster

supply- give lavishly/ generously; the way God does in our lives- leaving nothing undone


church at Ephesus (Rev 2) LEFT their first love, not lost it; we do not ever need to add anything to our faith, it’s just that we need to supply  to our faith

Faith is all we need:


Fruits of godly life are all in the faith that produces them- the fruit of a tree is all a part of the tree and came from the same seed

All is in faith- fully equipped for life and godliness; we need to learn to exercise that which we have which is energized by the Word of God; then that which is on the inside will become transparent on the outside. With all diligence seek to supply these things.

What a Christian is all about:

(definite article is used before all 7 of these characteristics- each one is THE …M.E., knowledge…)

1. Moral excellence- quality by which one stood out as excellent, fulfillment of purpose


Pr. 12:4- excellent wife- same word in Hebrew


-have the disposition of Jesus in my life


-let the world SEE the divine nature of Christ in us; practical reality

-Ro 10:17- faith is energized by the Word

-can’t be produced without faith

-Gal 5:2-23- fruit produced by the divine disposition in us (goodness-that which measures up to the spiritual benefit of another; evil- that which does not measure up to the spiritual goodness of another) Jesus is the well-spring of goodness in us

Ian Thomas Saving Life of Christ:  His death saved us but His life transforms us; ( Jill: people see Jesus as an example to follow, but He can’t be an example before He saves)

Everyone has a standard of virtue- humanists say-“you can do it; Jesus says “I do it thru you, with your cooperation”

2. Gnosis- knowledge- 

-      can only develop with moral excellence

· comes as we obey the Word of God

· enables us to live a practical Christian life- SHOW me the faith

· can’t have knowledge apart from experience- 20th c Pharisee- skips moral excellence and goes directly to knowledge

· heart vs. head knowledge- have to act on it

3. Self-control

· arises from and is accompanied by our knowledge which comes from obedience to the Word of God, out of faith God has given us

· “hold oneself in”

· 1 Cor 9:25- athlete has self- control: eating, schedule, discipline

· same self-control that Jesus had- He resisted temptation

· when you’re in the Word- you are a disciplined person; we have the self-control of Jesus within us; all of this comes out of our faith

4. Perseverance

· “up under”

· ability to bear up under

· deals with circumstances only, not people; long-suffering- dealing with people

· Rom 5:3- tribulation worketh patience

· We need to learn how to release this perseverance; we already have it; takes away excuse to live carnally; we are not “only human”- we have the divine nature w/in

5. Godliness

· to worship well, know how to worship

· worship is not a feeling, a verb( a response to God

· has to do with a commitment, not emotion

· essence to worship; Yes to God, No to self

· Rom 12:1- “logical service of Worship”

· 2 Tim 3:5- form of godliness, but deny laying down of life = power has been denied

· the power of real godliness is the power to lay my life down in order for Christ to be glorified in me

6. Brotherly kindness


-link with those that are like us


-right with God therefore right with man


-1 John- tenderness to one another

-1 P2:1- someone who doesn’t have this- malice, guile, slander, envy… ( not being energized by Word, exercising, pursuing faith

7. Love

· agape

· in spite of differences

· 1 Cor 13:4-8- kind of love God produces in us: patient kind, no bragging,…

· comes out of the faith God has given us

3 results:

1) v.8- useless and fruitful

2) v.9- person of vision, not shortsighted- can see beyond self- God opens mind to what He’s doing; without vision (revelation) people perish =unrestrained

3) v.10-11- secure- never stumble; entrance will be abundant; lavishly seek these things (God will lavishly pour out His blessings at the abundant entrance

 The stuff of the world chokes out faith

It’s not what you know: it’s WHO you know.

Don’t tell people what you know- live it.
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