2 Peter
Wayne Barber
Lesson 4

Established by the Word of God

People who know they’re going to die push aside the unimportant, focus on the important and for a Christian, they grow extra sensitive to the voice of God. Stay close to one who knows they’re going to die because the things they share will help equip us. Like Peter.

2 P 1:12-14- Peter knew his days were numbered and his heart was burdened. Wanting to put a urgency in their hearts. 

Key for talk: v.12- established- to be situated, set up, to be strengthened



Tense- perfect passive- Passive- they didn’t establish themselves- they were established





            Perfect- happened in the past but bearing a present result; 

Therefore when he reminded them of that they had, it would bring them right back to the firm stand they needed to have






Perfect- settled strength, settled established state due to “time”; be firm;







Sink down- settle- 

When we are grounded in truth- settled, we may lean but because we are anchored in the Word, we will come back upright.

What has established the people in truth?- John 3:33; 14:6,17; 17:17- Word is truth = their anchor

3 Things about the concrete of Word:

1)Stable- listen to what God says, not what God says

-most important area = assurance of salvation; only the Word of God establishes us in our salvation; 

-only the Word of God can establish, stabilize who a Christian is and what he is supposed to do

v.1-4 who is a Christian: a person who contains a power because he contains a Person


1.called v.3


   chosen v.10


2.received a faith common to all believers v.1, by righteousness of Jesus


3.grace and peace v.2- in that order


4.has everything v.3


5.partaker of divine nature v.4- no excuse to tell anyone “I’m only human”- Christ’s power and obediance to 



live up to God’s standard; when we say I can’t, I’m saying I won’t


6.escaped the corruption of the world by lust

v.5-11 what a Christian ought to do:


1.apply all diligence v.5



moral excellence- fulfillment of a purpose- see Jesus’ divine nature in me; God sees Himself in me


knowledge- of God’s Word; spiritual knowledge that comes thru obedience to the Word of God

what you gain from obeying Christ



self-control- hold oneself in from the inside out- the Holy Spirit; the world holds themselves in from





the outside in; visualize with the mind = humanism “I know I can”



perseverance-determination with God’s power; our cooperation with God’s idea; my weakness with





His strength; getting up under circumstances



Godliness- worship well;



brotherly kindness- devotion to brother; born out of weaknesses



love- agape- in spite of differences

James 2:14-24- faith without works ( dead; proof of salvation = works



Faith followed by obedience (Rahab)

If you have faith without works you have no assurance of salvation.

When dealing with someone who thinks they’re saved but really aren’t:

Not judging them when you expose their state in order to reconcile them; spiritual discernment to lead to correction

Judging them when you expose their state in order to tear them down; in the motive

2)Secure

-follows assurance of salvation- 

-1 John-a past experience that has a present result in your life

-1 area that people who aren’t working with their faith are worried about: the judgment seat of Christ


Ro 2:4-11- stubborn heart brings wrath of God- (Eph 2:10)



     Good- that which is spiritually beneficial for others- thru obeying Jesus- we are serving others



     ( eternal life Vs. doing evil- v.9

2 P 1:8-11- result- entrance will be abundant- for those who are living for the sake of Jesus and for the benefit of others

1 John 2- don’t be ashamed

We might like the message but it doesn’t matter it will stand.

Walk in the light and there is no consequence of darkness; 1 John1:5- God is light and in Him there is no 

darkness = skotia (?) = the consequence of darkness. 

Obedience assures and stabilizes the Christian.

3)Sacred:

2 P 1:15- 17- not cleverly devised tales but eyewitnesses of His majesty, heard the utterances

Matt- Peter confessed Jesus in Cesarea Phillipi, the center of idol worship; then Jesus set His mind like a flint to go to Jerusalem; then the Transfiguration (Ro 12:1)- change on the inside is seen on the outside; the glory comes out and then let Jesus be seen; Moses and Elijah- law and prophets- all have pointed to Him and now God seals it with is affirmation- LISTEN!!!

v.18- we heard it 

v.19- sacredness of the word- God has documented ALL to us; pay attention

The “concreteness” of the Word of God-keeps us stable; keeps us secure; remains sacred

What we KNOW is what makes the difference
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