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Lesson 6

How do you spot a false teachers?

Chapter 1- a clear picture of the truth; Chapter 2-he turns to the false- there will be among you

4 Ways to Spot False Teachers:

1.they teach heresies

2 P2:1

destruction thruout epistle: they will be destroyed, but they also bring in that which will destroy- morally and eternally

Heresy: = a choosing; an opinion that forces a choice; a self- willed opinion (not inspired by God) which is substituted for submission to the power of truth ( Vines: truth and heresy come in alongside of each other: sure word of Prophecy- a total submission to God’s authority alongside the heresy; finally the heresy forces a choice because it plays on the fact that the flesh doesn’t want to submit to authority, it indulges the flesh

A single truth is taken out of context and capitalized on, perverting it- i.e. positive confession, thinking

· a preference for and therefore perversion of a truth

· taught alongside truth; cling to some tradition teachings but their definitions are different from the truth;

· very difficult to spot unless you know the truth so well you can see it immediately- “does it meet the plumbline of God”

v.3-plastos- false = artificial, molded, formed (
A. 2P2:18- arrogant words of vanity- great swelling words that are empty; no Biblical substance


-this will get worse as the day approaches

2Tim1:13-14- retain the pattern of sound words…the treasure entrusted to us

We do not need a different gospel than the one Jesus preached

A. 2P2:19- they promise freedom- but are slaves of corruption; in Jesus we are free to be what He ordained for us- not to call our own shots and do as we please

B. 2P2:14- they go after unstable souls (v.18; they prey on weak and young in faith, cutting them off from the truth 

–who are the unstable?- those who have a hunger for God, religious things- there is a vacuum which cannot be filled with the world, but they are not grounded in the Word

Am I a woman of the Book?

They do not deal with the issue of sin: Jeremiah 6:13-14: (false prophets)



-greedy for gain



-deal falsely – healed wound of people slightly- a bandaid on cancer


-     dealing with sin makes you uncomfortable

· but we need to know the guilt of sin in order to know the need we have for a Savior

· there will be a day when the heart is so hard, sin isn’t recognized 

2Tim4:1-3- we are accountable ; we need to stand for that which a part of the Word of God- to be salt and light; in a Christ-like way

2.indulge the flesh

2P2:2,10,13,18,19

· appealing to the sensual- anything that elevates the flesh, not just sexual “God wants us to have the best” (Corian???)

· God set us free from slavery to the corruption/flesh, but when we give ourselves to something, we find we are enslaved to it; that thing owns us

We need a teaching that keeps us pure

Phil 3:17-18- Paul’s pattern- to be content in having nothing; cross = death to self (Mk 8:34-36); dead to every fleshly desire

-because they indulge the flesh they do not preach the Cross

-prosperity gospel appeals to the senses

Ph3:19- end is destruction, glory is in their shame; their god is their appetite

Jude 4 –grace of God into licentiousness = saved by grace now you can live however you want

3.given to greed

2P2:3- use the Words you want them to get your money

2P2:14-16- they go the way of Balaam- 

1.Balaam wanted the money; offered fees for divination




Micah 3:11- divination = to prophesize for money


False prophets have a heart problem-

2.he hedged and compromised the word of God; Numbers 22:6-8- he should have said no



immediately but he went to God- to get a different answer; 2nd time- God said “Go” but He was 



giving him the desire of his heart; but God is so angry He stops the donkey- and God talks thru the 



donkey



3.consorted with God’s enemies- went into the enemies camp, blessed Israel

     LESSON: sometimes a false teacher will speak the word of God but not live according to the Word of God

Numbers 4:11- Lord held him back from honor; false teachers start turning when they begin to consort with people 

in power because they don’t teach them about their sin



4.counsled co-habitation- then God would have to judge their sin; Deut 23:5- in his heart he wanted 



    curse the Israelites

4.despise authority

-deny Master

-revile angelic authorities

Would I be willing to stand for the Word of God even though it brought reproach, imprisonment, or threatened my life?

Do I know enough of the Word of God to stand firm or am I in danger of being enticed by false teachers?

It is a matter of eternity for many.
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