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Review from Lesson 0 (no longer available from PMI)
Characteristics of a Legitimate Church

Formed out of a:

1- Legitimate Beginning (God raised it up)

2- Legitimate Persecution (not self-inflicted)

3- Legitimate Leadership  

The Characteristics of a Legitimate Christian

1. Work of Faith


Obedient, Submissive spirit


Faith: pistis, from root word peitho, meaning “work of  obedience”

            Key: OBEDIENCE


Example: 1 Thess 1:9, turned to God from idols
                                                 REPENTANCE (genuine change in your life), 

2. The Labor of the Love


Wrong ways to OBEY:

· Faked: like Pharisees, to “prove” faith

· Out of Fear

· With impure motives (to get something)

Right way to OBEY:

·  With JOYFUL SURRENDER


Example: 1 Thess 1:9 To serve a living, true God




 Latreuo: service of worship, surrender





 Duolos: bond-servant: with joy, choosing to serve, no rights, possessions

3. Steadfast Hope in our Lord Jesus Christ

 Hupomeno: to remain, abide under

   Example: (James) testing of our faith produces endurance

                    I need to know about His Coming, so I can bear up under problems, 
                                                                                                     not blame others

                   -because He will right all the wrongs when He comes

Parousia: His presence with us…like in secular Greek culture when the new governor would sit on a throne, was crowned, then right all the wrongs.

 
I Thess 4:14 Those who are alive, remain won’t precede those who have died in Christ

The Rapture (a VERB, not a noun)….means “caught up, snatched like a world snatches sheep


Because of this hope, we can handle whatever the world deals out.


The Rapture is only possible because of the Resurrection of Christ.


I Thess 5:9 We are not destined for Wrath

                              The world want to see something different in us.

