2 Thessalonians
Kay Arthur
Lesson 4

Assess what you are doing and how you are living. All will stand before God and give an account of the deeds done in this life- Christian or not. We are accountable for our deeds. The understanding of this will help with understanding of why some Christians are not as “perfect” as others and to assess how the lost are living. Even if one isn’t going to believe on the LJC, it is still better to live in the fear of God than live in utter rebellion to Him. 

Listen to them so as to warn them,

2Thes – when Paul was with them and they were brand new Christians he taught them:

1)about the coming of LJC- 1T2:19; 3:13; 5:23- being blameless at the coming- this should be our passion

2) about the wrath of the Lord which is to come- 1T1:10; 5:9

3)their gathering together- 1T4:13-18

4)the affliction and suffering that belongs to every Christian- 1T3:3-4

5) the day of the Lord- going to come- 1T5:2-4 ( this day should not overtake them as a thief- 1T5:4-


overtake = to seize you with a hostile intent, to come upon you

In 2T2:1-2- he writes because they are suffering greatly which is causing them to think they are in the day of the Lord because they have been told they are in that day


Shaken = to waiver or to totter- aorist- suddenness- all of a sudden this being shaken has happened


Disturbed- present tense- now- = frightened- state of agitation following shock; describes a state of jumpiness

This is the effect of wrong teaching


Has come –perfect active indicative verb – indicative = mood of reality; has occurred and remains true now- the day has come is now present; Paul had taught them about the coming as a thief in the night because they were suffering greatly…, and that it would not overtake them...but they have been overtaken IF it has happened ( being really shaken

They could be convinced of the day overtaking them because of :

a. the greatness of their suffering – they were looking at circumstances instead of the word

b. because of their lack of confidence, uncertainty about what Paul had taught them; 2T2:15- stand firm and hold to that which you have been taught- if we are not going to be shaken etc., then we need to remember the words taught, clinging to the promises and character of God => leading to reverence and glory to Him

2T1- suffering and affliction- God’s full and just punishment will come; they think they are suffering because they have been told they are I the day of the Lord

2T2- shows them their suffering has been called by wring teaching re: day of the Lord

Shows them 3 things regarding the day of the Lord: 2T2:3,6-8 – these thing must happen first

1)will not come unless The apostasy comes first

2)man of lawlessness (sin) is revealed = uncovered, unveiled, apocolypsis

3)the restrainer is taken out of the way (happens before #2)

We had better stop and asses because we are accountable; how do our todays affect our eternal tomorrows- when we see JC in His coming

Jesus’ 1st comng- to die for our sins; also talked about His second coming

Jesus’ 2nd coming- 1&2T; Acts 1:7-11; Zech 14:1-9 (no no v.4!!); to be king over all the earth; 

The coming is not referring to a single event but a series of happening that are connected with and centered around His feet touching the earth

What has been happening between the 1st and 2nd coming?- 

Disciples- got the HS; shared with the Gentiles; they get the HS; formation Jew and Gentile of the church; Ep2:11-19


Before the cross the only way a gentile could come tot God was through the sacrifices etc of the Jew; the law and commandments separated the Jew and gentile- then Jesus and He being the fulfillment of the Law and the grace that came by the cross

Eph 5:23-25,32- Jews and Gentiles called the church =the Body; the Bride of JC ( God is right now calling to Himself a bride

1T4:- what happens to the church- they were confused re: the dead Christians were going to miss the events of the church when JC comes

1T4:13- the Christian’s spirit goes to be with Jesus when one dies- Ph1:20-23; 2Cor5:8

       14-16 Jesus died and rose – active voice = Jo 10:17-18- no one took His life, He gave it up on His own accord;


    when He returns He will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus- the spirits of the dead; the dead in Christ are raised and body and spirit and soul are reunited; those who are alive will be caught up with the former dead and will meet the Lord in the air; Jesus DOES NOT TOUCH DOWN; we shall ever be with the Lord

When? ???

2Cor5:9-10- there needs to be a judgment seat of Christ- Is my passion to be pleasing to the Lord? After we are caught up- we will stand before Jesus face to face and give an account for EVERY deed done- good or bad; we will receive recompense/ reward for these. 

Bad =1)phaulos (best manuscripts) = worthless, contemptible, belonging to a low order of things, blows about by the wind (Kay doesn’t believe that a Christian lives an evil lifestyle; Jesus paid for my sins therefore those things which are trivial, unprofitable; I will be rewarded for those things which are not worthless; cannot do trivia and good at the same time 

Recompense = middle voice- what you do know you will get paid back for; an earning of things (not salvation) 2Jo- be careful to not loose reward- be about the Father’s business and press on and redeem the time; 1Co15:- be steadfast and immovable- labor is not in vain

     or 2)kokas = evil in character, base in distinction, morally or ethically evil, injurious or pernicious

2T1:7-8- Jesus deals out retribution = full and complete punishment

1) if you are lost, the wrath of God is abiding on you right now- Jo3:36, not his full wrath- that comes later, but it rests on you now- present tense- right now; does not obey- Reinacher and Rogers: disbelief is regarded in its activity; how you live shows whether you believe or not

2) when you die, unbeliever goes to Hades, but there is more to come; Rev 20:13- degrees of punishment; Mt 11:21-24; Mk12:38-40- the way you live will determine the depth of horribleness or your position in the LoF; at least walk with a fear of God 

DESIRE A BETTER RESURRECTION- HEBREWS 11

Watch the way you live.
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