Comparing 1 & 2 Thessalonians

By Irving Jensen

	1 Thessalonians
	2 Thessalonians

	How Thessalonians RECEIVED the Word of God
	How Thessalonians have GROWN in faith, love, patience

	Teaches nearness of Lord’s Return
	Corrects fears about the Lord’s Return

	Comforts, encourages the saints
	Assures them of WRATH on Christ’s enemies

	Concerns the Church
	Concerns Satan, Anti-Christ, world

	Tells about the PAROUSIA, 4:15            (Rapture)
	Tells about the APOCALUPSIS,  1:7         (Return)

	Presents the Day of Christ (Phil 1:10)
	Presents the Day of the LORD (2 Thess 2:2)

	Main Eschatological Passage: 4:13-18
	Main Eschatological Passage: 2:1-2


Comparing The Rapture & The Return

	The Rapture
	The Return


	Christ comes to claim His Bride (Church)
	Christ returns with His Bride


	Christ comes to the air
	Christ returns to the earth


	The Tribulation begins
	The Millennial Kingdom is established


	Could happen at any moment
	Many signs precede


	Message of comfort
	Message of judgment


	Somewhat of a “mystery”
	Predicted in both Testaments


	Believers are judged
	Gentiles & Israel are judged


	Israel’s covenants are not yet fulfilled
	All of Israel’s covenants are fulfilled


	Only believers affected
	ALL people are affected


	Church is taken into the Lord’s presence
	Israel is brought into the Kingdom
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