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2 Thessalonians
Kay Arthur
Lesson 6

Where are the traditions, models and examples, the heroes gone? We need to catch a vision that He wants us to be a model for the world. Have you forgotten the glory?

GLORY throughout 2 Thessalonians

2T1:9- the glory of His power- we see it in little bits now

doxa from dokeo = to think; to recognize a person or thing for what he or it is

recognizing = thinking correctly

glory = recognition that belongs to a person, honor, renown

2T1:10- comes to be glorified in His saints – we need to focus on this in the midst of the hard times

2T1:11-12-… in order that the name of our LJC may be glorified in you and you in Him

2T2:14- it was for this that you were called thru the gospel, that you may gain the glory of our LJC- He will be glorified for who He is and so we too will be glorified with Him because we will be with Him and like Him and rule with Him

2T3:1- pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified… to give the Word the recognition and honor it deserves; hold it in high esteem

…just as it did also with you- they glorified the word because of their response - 1T1:5-8

We need to remember the glory and what needs/ deserves the glory : God’s power, Jesus, the saints, the word
THEME OF LESSON:

If we are to manifest the glory then we need to be an example.

2T3:7,9- model, example…(
2T2:13-17- we need to know of His comfort and strength when we step out into the world

Remember:

1)who I am - you are chosen (1P1) Eph1:3-4- blessed in Christ- chosen before the foundation of the world for  a high calling; the beginning- before the creation, God knew Jesus would die on the cross and conquer sin and that I/you would receive JC; - 1P2:9- remember and live according

2)what I am chosen for- He chose us for- a) salvation from sin, death; set free from my sin- Lk- angel to Joseph; b) to gain the glory of Christ- He wants us to experience His glory

3) How- v.13- through the sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth; sanctification = take something and set it apart- God takes and sets us apart – from God it is to make holy; 

-by the Spirit- convicts of sin and righteousness and judgment, turns us from darkness to the kingdom of light; seals us- Ep 1:13; Ro 8:9,16; 

by faith in the truth- Ep 1:13- the process of salvation: after listening to the message of truth, believe it, sealed until the day of your redemption = resurrection when we get our new bodies and come back to earth with Christ and are glorified with Him in this body

THEREFORE:

2T2:13-15- we are to

1) stand firm- steadfast, immovable, abounding in the work of the Lord so my labor is not in vain- 1Co15

2) hold to the traditions which you were taught- 

traditions- paradidomi - didomi comes from the word teaching- the NT wasn’t put together yet


= to deliver in teaching- either by letters-1&2T or by word of mouth 2T2:1-2;3:

We are to confront false teaching so as to bring glory to the word- and also to admit when I have taught incorrectly.

USA is “marketing the gospel”- go into the world and then they come into the church, the church service is not primarily an evangelistic service. We are not to add to the gospel.

What is God’s way of “marketing” the gospel?- 1) by truth- 2T2:13-by the Spirit and faith in the Word of God, dealing with sin and the word of God and not making it easy;

2)by example- 2T3- 

Remember: if you are going to hold to the traditions and truth

1) 2T3:1-5- there is going to be conflict- not all the people in the church have to faith to say nothing about those in the world; but the love & steadfastness of Christ is mine with my heart directed into these- we appropriate these, not mustering them up for ourselves; Rev 1:9- perseverance in JC; Luke 22:31-32- Satan sifting vs Jesus’ prayers-

Heb 7:24-25; 1P5:8-9- resist firm in your faith; Mt 26:46- keep watching and praying; Jo17- protect them in the world

2)2T3:6-16- we are to be the models and examples by the grace of God; I want to see His glory and give a correct estimate of who God is; v.6- not according to the tradition received from us

-v.7-9- how did they receive it and why- so as to be an example


tupos = an impression, pattern or example


-see a contrast- those who claim to be Christians and acting in an undisciplined manner- present tense- 

this was a habit- ongoing; this is more than work- but your heart, soul, will… 

 Will I be an example? 

1Cor 11:1-2- follow me as I am an imitator of JC- even unto death- to experience the glory; holding firmly to the traditions, knowing the word of God, esteem it more precious than anything

Claim the right to be an example for Jesus- if we are His we can be His imitators- glorifying Him in our bodies and life and spirit.

