PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 1 – LECTURE NOTES
“GRACE THAT BRINGS PEACE”
We want to talk today about the grace that brings peace.  As Paul opens his letter, and so commonly opens his letter, with “grace and peace be unto you”, I thought it would be fitting as you get into the book of Colossians for us to understand grace.  I think that sometimes we know that it means unmerited favor but we really don’t understand it.  And I think that if you and I could get a grasp of the grace of God that it would bring incredible peace to your life.  Not only in bringing you to Jesus Christ but also in living as a child of the Father.  So this is what we want to look at and I have lots to cover and you need to take careful notes.
Colossians 1:1-2
1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

2to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

Now grace was a common Greek greeting.

Peace was a common Hebrew greeting.  If you go to Israel you will still hear them say when they leave, “Shalom, shalom”, or when they greet you, “Shalom, Shalom”, which means “Peace, peace”.

So grace was Greek and peace was Hebrew.  What Paul does is, he combines that in his greeting to the people.

Grace was a common, well known, off-used word even amongst secular society.  The Greek word for grace is “charis”.  You will find it used about 170 times in the New Testament and so it is a very significant word.  It is used very, very little in the Old Testament.  I want to take you back to the Old Testament and just show you a little bit about it.  In the Old Testament there is no full parallel to the New Testament concept but they the two words that would come close to grace would be: “hen”  (with the long mark over the “e”), which means to find favor.  The other word would be: “hanan”( with a long mark over the first “a”).  Hanan  means to be gracious; it means to be merciful.  And I want to show you one place where that is used because I want to use it as a spring board.
Go to Psalm 51.  This is the Psalm that David wrote after he committed his sin with Bathsheba.  It is his confession to the Lord.

Psalms 51:1 
1    Be gracious to me, O God, This is where he uses “hanan”according to Your lovingkindness; 

    According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions.

When you read this you can understand that David understood the grace of God.  He understood that there was not other way that he could get rid of that transgression except through God’s graciousness, except through God’s lovingkindness.  And as I say this I know that there are some of you that have committed sins since you got saved.  Sins that just tear you up; sins that are so grievous; sins that haunt you in the middle of the night; sins that will come out of their creaky closets and rattle their bones and you remember the skeletons of those sins past, and you grieve, and you think, “God, if anybody would know about them, if anybody would find out about them”, or “God, what am I going to do?  How am I going to handle this?”  There is only one way that you can handle it and that is through the grace of God, through the graciousness of God.  And if you try to handle it any other way my precious friend, it will torment you, and torment you, and torment you.  You’ve got to know and understand the grace of God.  And so although this is not an Old  Testament word, although it really is a New Testament word, still grace was found; listen, grace was found in every animal sacrifice that was ever offered in the Temple.  Every time they brought up an animal and confessed their sins, and took that knife and slit the throat of that animal, and the blood ran down, there was no way that the blood of bulls and goats could take away man’s sin.
 Hebrews 10:4 
4For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

  And yet God in His grace: in His mercy, passed over those sins previously committed, those Old Testament sins, because he knew that the grace of Jesus was going to come in all of its fullness through the coming of Messiah, the messenger of the New Covenant, the Covenant of Grace.
Let’s go to John 1:17 and let me show you why I think it is so interesting that grace is not really an Old Testament word that is used like it is used in the New Testament.  Although the grace of God was there, I want you to understand that.  Abraham was saved by faith, he was saved by grace.  That’s the only way men have ever been saved from Adam and Eve all the way to the end of time.  No man has ever been saved except by grace through faith.  And yet, grace was not really realized until Jesus Christ came in the flesh.
John 1:17 
17For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 
It doesn’t say that grace and truth didn’t come until Jesus Christ.  It means that grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.  It is like; have you ever gone to a window and there is a blind down and you can’t get the blind up, and you jerk, and you jerk, and you jerk, and all of a sudden the blind decides that it is going to go up, and it goes us flapping?  This is what it is like when Jesus Christ comes.  Grace has been there all the time and it has been behind that shade, but when Jesus Christ comes and pulls it up and it goes “chh, chh, chh, chh” and we see the beautiful sunshine of the grace of God.  So, grace and truth were realized in Christ Jesus.

Now, when you go through the New Testament and you look at the word grace, and if you would do a word study, you would find out that grace is used in the New Testament numerous ways.  And you might want to write some of these down.  It is used for gracefulness, loveliness, gratitude, graciousness, gifts -  the gifts that God gives us, for Christian acts- things that you and I would do as Christians on behalf of others.  It is used in 2 Corinthians chapter 8 and chapter 9.  That one word is used in several different ways in those 2 chapters.  So you have to interpret it in the light of it’s context because it is not always used for what we call the grace of God, but it is used for graciousness and loveliness, etc.
When you read the New Testament, Paul is the one whom seems to have seized that word “charis” out of the Greek culture, out of the Greek secular language, and brought it over into the New Testament and used it to explain the gospel to us so that you and I might understand what that gospel is all about.  So, he seized that use of grace as unmerited favor.  It was used that way among Greeks who did not know Christ.
He seized it as unmerited favor and he developed it in his writings to show us the unmerited favor of God bestowed upon us in the gospel, or through the gospel, of Jesus Christ, or through the gospel of God.
Grace is seen, when you look at it in Paul’s writings, when you look at it in the New Testament, grace is seen as God’s favor in an active sense.  It is not a passive thing.  It is active.  It is seen in an active power; in an active sense, in an active power.  I want to show you some scriptures where we see grace as something that is active, something that is moving, something that is working. When you look at grace is not just a concept but it is something that is energized and is power and is active in your life.
Go to 1 Corinthians 15.  In this chapter Paul is writing and he is going to define the gospel of Jesus Christ.  He is telling that Jesus Christ died according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried and that He was raised according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to more than 500, and then He appeared to James, and then in verse 8 he says: 

1 Corinthians 15:1-10
1Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand,  
2by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 

3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  
4and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  
5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  
6After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;  
7then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;  
8and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.  
9For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  
10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.  
Isn’t that neat!  He says, “I was one untimely born”.  I wasn’t there to be chosen for the 12 at that time.  I wasn’t there to live and walk with Him for 3 ½ years.  As a matter of fact, they crucified Him, they buried Him, He rose from the dead, and I didn’t see Him, and the church took off and I went out to persecute the church of God.  I stood there when they stoned Stephen.  I’m not fit to be called an apostle.  I’m the least of the apostles, but by the grace of God I am what I am.

I want to ask you a question:  Have you moaned and groaned over your past?  Have you said, “If only I had known Jesus Christ sooner.  If only I had known Christ before I got divorced.  If only I had known Christ before I was a teenager, before I entered into immorality.  It only I had known Jesus Christ at this point, or that  point”, and you begin to weep and you begin to moan and you say “Look at all that I did against God, how could He ever use me?”  You need to go back with Paul and see that grace is active:  (v10) But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain.  It did not prove empty.  It did not prove useless. But I labored even more that all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.
So there is grace activated.  He said “I labored, I labored more than all of them”.  In other words, that grace did not lie there residual, dormant.  I took that grace of God and I operated in the grace of God.
The grace of God has been bestowed upon you if you are a child of God.  If you are not living by grace, if you are not drawing from the well of grace, if you are not operating on the basis of grace, then that grace is proving in vain.  If you are trying to please God in a legalistic sense, the grace of God is proving vain.  Do you see what I am saying?  If you are standing up and saying “I can’t do it because of my past”, the grace of God is in vain.  If you are standing up and saying, “I can’t do it, I just don’t have the ability”, the grace of God is in vain.  Paul said, listen, “I’m not worthy to be called an apostle, I am the least, I persecuted the church, but I want to tell you something;  I have drawn out of that well of grace and I am operating out of the grace of God, and it is not in vain.

2 Corinthians chapter 12, and we are going to come back here, but in 2 Corinthians chapter 12 we see the grace of God mentioned again.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
9And He has said to me,
This is where Paul has a thorn in the flesh and he asks God to take that thorn from him.  And that thorn will not be taken away.  And God has told him, “No, no.”

“And He has said to me” is in the perfect tense.  It is a past completed action with a present result.  In other words, Paul, I’m telling you this now and don’t ever ask Me again.  You’ve got my final word, you’ve got My final decision.  No need coming back to Me.

9And He has said to me,
 “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.”
So what do you see about grace?  You see its power.  It is not passive, it is active.  It is power.

9And He has said to me,
 “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.”
Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  
Or you could substitute that really for grace.  If the grace is sufficient then the power of Christ that dwells in him has to come from that wellspring of grace.  

What are you saying “I can’t do, I can’t handle, and I can’t bear, I can’t endure, or I’m too weak?  Glory in your infirmities, because when you glory in your infirmities you quite striving in the flesh and you pick up the unmerited favor of God, and you operate in that unmerited favor.
10Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
2 Timothy chapter 2 verse 1, and this is from Paul to Timothy telling him what to do.
2 Timothy 2:1 
1You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
So Paul is saying to Timothy, I understand the grace of God and I can tell you my son, you who are different then I am, you who are more timid than I am.  Paul was brash, Timothy was timid.  They were entirely different.  Paul was ready to jump in the middle of the fight and Timothy was ready to run and hide.  And yet, in this difference, it does not matter.
You are going to see, as you do Precept, you are going to see different gifts, you are going to see different strengths, you are going to see different personalities.  In our staff you will see different strengths, different personalities.  Does that mean that one is more a Christian than the other is a Christian?  Oh no!  Does that mean that one can be used more of God than the other one?  Oh no!  Because, I want to tell you something, what we have we shouldn’t use.  We don’t need it because we have the grace of God.  Do you see what I am saying?  I’m saying, of course He has given you gifts, of course He has given you talents, but all of that is no good if they don’t operate from the basis of grace.  So he says,
be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 

1 Peter chapter 4 verse 10.  We will take a look at Peter.  Peter is writing and this is what he says:

1 Peter 4:10-12 
10As each one has received a special gift,
That word for gift is “charisma”.  What do you see in that word?  You see ”charis”.

10As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
The gifts you have are because of the grace of God.  It is not to be passive.  It is to be active.  You are to employ it in serving one another as a good steward of this active manifold grace of God.
Grace:  we’ve looked at it as unmerited favor.  We’ve looked at it and have seen that it is active.  I want you to understand that grace is more than unmerited favor.

Grace is a whole concept of life.  It is the concept by which we live day by day, by which we please God, and by which we find freedom from religion or legalism.  By religion there – James uses religion in a different sense, but religion – I’m using religion in the sense of trying to merit something from God.

So, grace is the concept by which you live, by which you please God, by which you find freedom from religion.

Grace is the key  - and you want to write this one down so that you can meditate on these things, and so you can check me out – Grace is the key to your relationship with God.  Grace is the key that unlocks peace with God.

Peace in your relationship because some people don’t have peace with God because they are operating on the basis of works instead of on the basis of grace.  They never know how many works is good enough.  They never know if they really towed the line, and if all of a sudden they slip off and they fall then they think “Oh, I might as well stay down here.  God can’t use me.”  The grace of God says “Get back up here, get back up here!” because it is the key to your relationship with God.  Sometimes we operate that way because of our relationship to our parents.  One of the things that my daddy told me when I was a young girl, and my mother too, “No matter what you do, no matter what happens to you, you can always come home”.  And wasn’t God using my father and my mother to teach me about Him indirectly.  Kay, no matter what happens, no matter what happens, you can always come home.  You can always come home.  It is grace, grace, grace.  The believer never comes to God on the basis of anything other than grace.  You might want to write it down.  The believer never comes to God on the basis of anything other than grace.  It is grace, grace, grace.
Now, it is grace, but there is something else connected that always goes with grace and that is faith.  It is faith that releases God’s grace.  Faith releases God’s grace.  See, God can tell you about the grace of God.  God can explain to you the grace of God.  God can say to you “Here is grace, grace, grace.”  But how is that grace unlocked, unleashed or anything?  Only one way and that is by believing God.  You can hear all of these things that I am saying and you can say, “Yes, but you don’t know what I did as a Christian”.  So what have you done?  You have stopped, you have dammed up, you have plugged up grace because you will not believe God.  You will not take Him at His Word.  So, it is faith that releases grace.  It is faith that unlocks the door to the favor of God.  It is faith that unlocks the door to the favor of God.  Let’s look at it in Ephesians chapter 2.  And this is where it begins.  And it cannot begin any other place.  It has to begin with you believing Him in faith for your salvation.
Ephesians 2:8-9 
8For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  
9not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
If it’s by works, then Paul says in Romans, then we have something to boast about.  But it is not by works.  It is strictly by faith, believing God.
Grace is all that Jesus Christ is, and all that Jesus Christ has, made available to you.  That’s what grace is.  Someone has done an acrostic on it.

G – God’s
R - Riches
A - At
C – Christ’s
E – Expense
That is grace!  God’s riches at Christ’s expense, which shows that there is no other way that you can get it ex except through faith in Christ’s expense which is Calvary.  So Calvary wrought everything that you ever need.  Calvary, Calvary, was the sealing of the New Covenant, or Calvary was the act that brought the New Covenant into existence.  For on the night in which Jesus was betrayed He took bread and He broke it and He said, “Take, eat.  This is My body which is broken for you”.  And then He took the cup and He said, “Here, drink ye all of it.  This is the blood of the New Covenant which is shed for you”.

(Matthew 26:26-28;  Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20)

And the blood of the New Covenant is grace, or the New Covenant is grace.  So, grace is God’s riches at Christ’s expense.
Now, grace is seen in its contrasts.  Let me show you the contrasts of grace.  The first one that I want you to go to is Romans 4:4, 16.  He contrasts grace with debt.  He is going to show you in Romans 4 that it is not – grace is something that is free, it is not a debt.
Grace contrasted with debt

Romans 4:4 
4Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, now what is grace – unmerited favor -  but as what is due. 

Romans 4:16 
16For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 
So he is saying that it is not only to the Jews but to the Gentiles because it is by faith and not by the law.
Grace contrasted with works

He contrasts it with works.

Romans 11:5-6 
5In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant  - a remnant of Jews is what he is talking about - according to God’s gracious choice.  
6But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.
Grace contrasted with law
John 1:17 
17For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 
Romans 6:14-15 
14For sin shall not be master over you, Did you hear that Christian, “Sin shall not be master over you”.
for you are not under law but under grace. 
What the law does is, the law aggravates sin.  The law just aggravates sin.  You hear the law:  “Thou shall not” and you say “oh, yes I shall”, so it aggravates sin.
15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law  You see that is the panic of some people.  The panic of some people is, “Yes, you are saved by grace but I’ve got to keep you under the law so you’ll behave.”  That is not the way a person behaves.  A person behaves by the grace of God which took care of sins power in you.  That is what Romans 6 shows.
15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be!  

Do you know what grace does?  The grace of God puts the Holy Spirit within you.  The Holy Spirit causes you, He is your energizer, He’s your power plant, He’s your motor, He’s your engine, He causes you to walk in His statutes, in God’s statutes, and to keep His commandments.  Grace does not make us lawless.  Grace makes us holy.  Grace does not make you lawless, it makes you holy.
Go to Galatians chapter 5 verse 4.  Looking still at it in contrast with the law.  Galatians chapter 5 and I want to pick this up because this is a passage that just throws people for a loop.  They think because of this that you can lose your salvation.
Now you have got to remember that Paul wrote Galatians because there were a group of people that came in and said, “Ok, you’re saved by grace but you’re maintained by the law.  You’re saved by grace but you’ve got to be circumcised.”  So Paul is trying to show those people in the area of Galatia that that is not true.  That you are not saved by grace and live under the law.

Galatians 5:1 
1It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.
Galatians 5:2 
2Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 

In other words if they tell you that you get saved and now you’ve got to get circumcised, Christ is no benefit to you because Christ took you out of the yoke of slavery of the law.
Galatians 5:3 
3And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. 
You’re saying if I’ve got to be circumcised to please God then you’re moving back under the law, therefore you’ve got to keep the whole law.  If you are going to operate under the law then you’ve got to keep the whole law because James 2 says

James 2:10 
10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 
So he says, you don’t want to go back under the law.
Galatians 5:4 
4You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 

This platform represents the grace of God.  He says, if you are down here and you are seeking to be justified by the law, you have cut yourself off from Christ.  He’s not saying - and you have fallen from grace – he’s not saving you have lost your salvation.  He is trying to show them something. And he is trying to show them this:  You cannot walk in the grace of God and the law, and the grace of God and the law, and the grace of God and law…because you are going to have an up and down existence, aren’t you?  Eventually you are just going to sit down here and you are going to miss the grace of God.  You don’t operate that way anymore.  It is either law or it is grace.  Why?  Because law nullifies grace, and grace nullifies law and you can’t walk that way.  Many Christians are trying to walk this way and they have an up and down existence, they have no peace, they have no joy or anything.  They have no victory.  Why?  They are in law and grace and you cannot do it.  That is all that he is saying here.  He’s showing them either one or the other.
Grace is seen in its capacity.
I want to show you its beautiful capacity by taking you to Romans 5 verse 20
Romans 5:20 
20The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; 
Lets just stop and think about that statement, very quickly, but lets just think about it for one minute.  When did sin enter into the world?  In the Garden of Eden.  That is when sin entered into the world.  When was the Law given?  Well, we know that there was Father Abraham.  We know from Galatians that the Law came 430 years after father Abraham.  It came on the mount.  Moses is up here on the Mount and these are the 10 Commandments on the 2 tablets.

So what he is saying is, all this time there was sin in the world.  All this time there was transgression.  But why was the Law given?  So that they might really see sin as it really is.  Now watch what he says.
 Romans 5:20 
20The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; 
If I am driving down the freeway and there is no signs up at all – let’s say I’m driving down a country road and there is no signs up at all and I hear the siren of the police car, a blue light special coming my way, and I’m not at K-Mart, I’m on the road and that happens; listen, I may be able to debate with that policeman but if I am going 75 and he pulls me over next to a 55 mph speed zone, brother, there is no debate at all.  The transgression has greatly increased because the law is posted.

So, he is saying this:  the Law came in so that the transgression might increase.  In other words, it got worse

but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 
In other words, there is no depth of sin, there is no pit of sin, there is no breadth of sin, there is no height of sin that the grace of God does not cover it all and there is more grace left.
Now you need to remember that because you live in the flesh.  Once you come to Jesus Christ you have power over the flesh through the Holy Spirit.  And you don’t live a life of habitual sin anymore; habitual sin but you still do sin.  And when you sin, and because the Holy Spirit is within you, and it grieves the Holy Spirit and because you know the truth, and because you have the power to say no to sin, and you didn’t, then sin feels worse doesn’t it?  And what does God say?  “My grace is there, My grace is there.  Where sin did abound…  You say, if you teach this Kay, you are just going to give them license to sin, sin, sin,
I want to tell you something, if the Holy Spirit is in you, I don’t give you license to sin, the Holy Spirit will make you so miserable, see, so I’m not giving you license to sin.  If the Holy Spirit is in you, you don’t want to keep sinning.  The flesh may say, “Give me, give me, give me.”  But the Holy Spirit at the same time is saying, “Holy, holy, holy”, so you’re in a conflict.

Ok, now, write this down.

Grace strips all men of their need of (everything or) anything but humility.  That’s all you need
Grace opens up the humble all the treasures and resources of God upon which we may draw with the check of faith.
I’m not using that in the sense that some people use that today.  I’m not using that in a flippant sense.  If you want to put something else – upon which we may draw with the act of faith.  You can cross that off if that offends you.  I think you know where I stand.
Grace strips all men of their need of anything but humility and grace opens up to us all the treasures, all the resources of God upon which we may draw in faith.  There it is.

Now lets look at James chapter 4 verse 6
James 4:6
6But He gives a greater grace. 

That is all I want you to remember.  He gives a greater grace.
Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  

The proud are those that say “I don’t need the grace of God I can do it myself.”  So, He is opposed to the proud but gives grace to the humble.  Some people say, “I don’t need any favors from God.  I don’t need any help from God.”  You have just cut off God’s operating in your life, because God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  God gives greater grace.  Just remember greater grace, greater grace, greater grace.  Every time you fail, every time you are not what you ought to be, every time----see, I’m a perfectionist.  I never thought that I was that way because my desk was a mess and I thought that a perfectionist had everything in order.  I just want to have everything in order.  I’m a perfectionist.  Now I don’t see myself at all in my relationship as a perfectionist with God, but in my minister, in the ministry God has given me, our ministry I see myself as a perfectionist.  I hate to fail you.  I hate to fail God.  It just tears me up.  If you would say “Pick out a good tape for me”, I can’t pick one out, they’re not good enough.  That’s the way I feel and so I have to go back and say, “Grace, grace, grace, greater grace”.

I blew it.  I went to a church recently and I just blew it.  And I just said “God, I blew it.  I’m so miserable inside, I am so miserable inside.  I just blew it with those people.  Oh my Father, You are greater than all of my mistakes.  Your grace is greater than all my failing so God, I’m asking You that even though I blew it, to take it and use it in a mighty way.  God has greater grace.
Now, 1 Peter chapter 5 verse 5

1 Peter 5:5 
5You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility   Now this is just showing you that that’s the only thing you need to get the grace of God
clothe yourselves with humility toward one another,  Could you imagine what would happen in the church if that would happen?
 for God is opposed to the proud,    He says it again    but gives grace to the humble.
Now, grace; I want to share some things with you in these last few minutes about grace and I want to have you make a list of some things that we can learn about grace.
The first thing we see about grace
Grace

#1.  We are saved by it.

Ha d a letter the other day that just broke my heart.  It came from a pastor’s wife.  They were so eager.  They went into minister in this community, a cold, hard community.  The pastor was so burdened for the people that he brought in Bible studies and then he preached a message, “Justified by Faith”, and they took away his membership from that church because he preached “Justified by Faith”.  Do you see?  It hits you right in your pride.  It hits you right in your pride.  It hits you right in your works.  It hits you right in your self righteousness and that is what kept most of the Jews out of heaven.  They could not comprehend the messenger of the covenant of grace, Jesus Christ.  We are saved by it.  Now, what’s the verse that you would put down that we’ve already looked at?  Ephesians 2: 8-10
Ephesians 2:8-10 
8For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  
9not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
10For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Go to Acts chapter 20 and let me give you another one.  Acts chapter 20 and lets look at it.  Now I know that you know this but I think you need to have some Scriptures to balance it if you are sharing it with people.  In Acts chapter 20 – Paul is speaking and he is going to go to prison and he knows it.  He has gathered the elders at Miletus, the elders from Ephesus and he is talking to them.  And he says in verse 19:
Acts 20:19-24 
19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews;     You know
20how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable,   He did not shrink.  He was not dismayed by any man’s face.  He counted his life not dear.  He suffered affliction.  Sometime read 2 Corinthians and see what that man called light affliction for the eternal weight of glory and you’ll say, “Am I afflicted at all?
20how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house,  
21solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
22“And now, behold, bound in spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there,  
23except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me.  
24“But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course
In 2 Timothy chapter 4 
2 Timothy 4:7 
7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 

so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus,  What was that ministry?  to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.
You and I, you and I , know the grace of God.  We’re learning more and more about the grace of God.  We’re experiencing the grace of God.  But God has not given you that grace to hold for yourself.  Listen, if you keep that gospel of grace to yourself, it is like you having a cure for cancer, a sure cure for cancer, or a cure for aids, and saying “I’m going to keep it for myself, just for myself.  I’ve benefitted by it but it’s just mine.  You and I become debtors of that gospel of grace.  Listen to what he says in verse 26
Acts 20:26-27
26“Therefore, I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 
27“For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 
Listen, that is what Precept is all about.  To teach you one book after another book, after another book, so you get the whole counsel of God so you don’t go off on tangents.  So you don’t get, see, we’re to stay with that  plumb line, so you don’t get off in all of these side issues and make them important things.  So you don’t get off base, to teach the whole counsel of God.
Romans 3:24 
24being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 
Hebrews 2:9 
9But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.
Romans 3:24 and Hebrews 2:9 talk about the grace of God in salvation.
So, you are saved by it.  We are saved by it.
#2  We stand in it

In Romans 4 he has just presented the fact that we are justified by faith.  And he has established that.  Then in chapter 5 he says:

Romans 5:1-2 
1Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
2through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 
This platform, we are going to let it represent the grace of God.  So through Jesus we have obtained our introduction into the grace of God in which we stand.
I don’t know if you have heard this story.  I’ll tell it to you very quickly.  Todd Lincoln was out on the White House lawn playing and there was a soldier sitting there and he was very, very dejected.  Todd when up and started to talk to him and he said to the man, “You’re so sad.  Why are you so sad?”.  He said, “I have been trying to get in to see the President.  I have been here for days and days and days and they won’t let me in to see the President.”  Todd said, “You want to see the President?”  He said, “Yes!  That’s why I have been sitting here for days.”  He said, “Come with me.”  And he just took him by the hand.  Todd took that big old soldier by the hand and led him right up the lawn of the White House, right up to the front door of the White House.  No one stopped him.  Right into the White House; right into his daddy’s, Abraham Lincoln’s office, and said, “Daddy, this man wants to see you and he’s been waiting a long time.”  Jesus just takes you by the hand.  And He takes you out of all that mess that you have been in and He just walks you right into the grace of God.  And the thing is, that you never leave it.  You stand in it.  Listen, to what he says in verse 2:
2through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith   There it is.  Faith unlocks the door to grace.
 by faith into this grace in which we stand;   Stand is in the perfect tense.  Past completed action with a present result
and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 

#3  It is sufficient for all of life.
We have already looked at 2 Corinthians chapter 12 verse 9, so you can put that down.  He says His grace,  God says to you and me:

2 Corinthians 12:9 
9And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 
I also want to take you to Hebrews chapter 4 verse 16 because it is so beautiful.  Hebrews 4 verse 16 as we look at grace as being sufficient for all of life.  Let me start with verse 14.
Hebrews 4:14-16 
14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  
15For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  
Where is your high priest?  He is sitting at the right hand of the throne of God.  He is a high priest who can understand you.  He is a high priest who was made flesh.  He is a high priest who was tempted in all points as you are, yet He never failed.  He always did the will of the Father
16Therefore let us draw near with confidence    or with boldness   to the throne of grace,
You say, “I can’t tell God about that”.  Why?  He already knows.  I couldn’t ask God to forgive me, look at what I did.  But it is not a throne of law.  It’s not a throne of judgment.  It is not a throne of condemnation.
Romans 8:1 
1Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
Because I have come into the grace of God and they come to a throne of grace.  A throne of grace so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
So there is grace to help in the time of need.
#4  We operate in grace.

It is sufficient, now we must operate in it.  We’ve looked at 1 Peter 4:10 which says that you’ve been given those gifts…
1 Peter 4:10 
10As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
Now look at Romans 12 verse 6.
Romans 12:6 
6Since we have gifts  (charisma)  that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 
So we operate within the grace of God.
#5  Grace is multiplied to you in the knowledge of Him.
That is what Precept is all about.  We want you to know your God because as you know your God then you are going to have grace multiplied in your life.  You’re going to understand it more, appropriate it more, use it more, live in it more.
2 Peter 1:2-3 
2Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  
3seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, 
See?  Why?  Because it is all grace
through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 
So it is multiplied in the knowledge of Him.
#6  You are to grow in the grace of God

Let  me read verse 17 because it goes so well with Colossians.
2 Peter 3:17-18
17You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 

18but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
That’s what Precept’s goal is, to have you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Now, if you will just go to Colossians chapter one.  I just want to read these first verses to you

Colossians 1:2-6 
2to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 


3We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  
4since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;  
5because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel  
6which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;  

It is my prayer that because of this lesson you have understood more of the grace of God in truth.  Now you’ve understood it, I pray, now live in the light of it.  Remember, it is grace, grace, grace.  You don’t need anything else but humility and then you take the key of faith and you unlock the bountiful grace of God.
Let’s pray:

Father we thank You for Your grace.  We thank You that there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus because the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set us free from the law of sin and death.  We thank you for that covenant of grace.  We thank You that the Law came by Moses but grace and truth were realized in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

GRACE
· Unmerited favor

· God’s favor in a active sense, an active power
In the New Testament, grace is seen as God’s favor in an active sense.  It is not a passive thing.  It is active.  It is seen in an active power;
· Grace is a whole concept of life
Grace is the key to your relationship with God.  Grace is the key that unlocks peace with God.

· The believer never comes to God on the basis of anything other than grace
· It is faith that releases God’s grace.  It is faith that unlocks the door to the favor of God.
· Grace is all that Jesus Christ is, and all that Jesus Christ has, made available to you.    

GRACE:  GOD’S     RICHES     AT     CHRIST’S     EXPENSE
Grace Contasted:

Grace contrasted with debt

Grace contrasted with work

Grace contrasted with law
· Grace does not make us lawless.  Grace makes us holy.  
· Grace is seen in its capacity.

· Grace strips all men of their need of (everything or) anything but humility.  That’s all you need

Grace opens up the humble all the treasures and resources of God upon which we may draw with the check of faith.    upon which we may draw with the act of faith.  
Grace

#1.  We are saved by it.

#2  We stand in it.
#3  It is sufficient for all of life.

#4  We operate in grace.

#5  Grace is multiplied to you in the knowledge of Him.

#6  You are to grow in the grace of God
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