PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 10 – LECTURE NOTES

“WATCH OUT…EVERYTHING THAT APPEARS SPIRITUAL IS NOT!”
Watch out, everything that looks spiritual is not.  So, look up.  Look up!  Set your affection on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Now, as you look at Colossians, and you might just want to put this down.  As you look at Colossians, Colossians opens up, and I’m just going to give you some “p’s” to bring you up to where we are.

Colossians opens up with a PRAYER.  And in that prayer he gives you the essence of everything that is going to be in the book.  That prayer is like a forerunner of everything that is coming in the book.  It’s like a preface.

And then from the prayer, then he goes to the PERSON.  He goes to the person of Jesus Christ and he tells us who Christ is and he lets us see that Jesus Christ is God in a fleshly body.  This is necessary because of the wrong teaching that they were getting.  The roots, the seeds of Gnosticism were already being sown.  One of the things that the Gnostics said was that Jesus could not be God because Jesus lived in a physical body.  To the Gnostics matter was evil and therefore He could not be God because God would not inhabit matter because matter is evil.  So they were saying that Jesus was just an aeon and that He was a lower intermediary between God and man.  Or they would come along and they would say, “ok, Jesus was man, and what happened was, when He was baptized by John the Baptist, then God came and dwelt inside of Him and stayed in Him until just before He went to Calvary and then God left Him.  So that is what they would teach.  So, it is very important, as Paul writes this epistle to this group of people now, a group of people that are a melting pot, a melting pot of Orientals with their mysticism; a melting pot of Jews with their legalism; a melting pot of intellectuals and that with their Gnosticism, as they come together, he is writing a letter and he starts off with a prayer telling them that the wisdom that they are getting is not God’s wisdom.  Jesus Christ is God’s wisdom.  Then he comes along and tells them about the person of Jesus Christ.  And then he tells them about their POSITION. And that is what we have just studied.  Their position where? in Christ.  Where is Christ’s position? Right, at the right hand but before that where is He?  He is in God, but where else is He.  It is the mystery of the gospel, Christ in you the hope of glory.
So he gives the prayer, then he deals with the person of Christ, then he deals with our position in Him and our identification with Him and then he moves to PRACTICE.

Now, that practice, technically if you wanted to say it technically and divide it according to chapters, begins in chapter 3, verse 1.  But, there is a transition between our position and practice and that is what we are looking at in 2:16 all the way to 3:1.  We’re looking at the transition from position to practice.  He is going to tell us the negative side of practice; what we’re not supposed to be practicing and then he’s going to come and tell us what we are supposed to be doing.  So this is just an overview.  This is just a review; which I want to keep you in context in Colossians.

Colossians 2:16-17
16Therefore Key word, therefore.  When you see a therefore you find out what the therefore is there for.  The therefore refers back to our position in Christ.  And the position in Christ relates back to the person of Christ.  And all of this relates back to Paul’s prayer that we will recognize the true person of Jesus Christ and know our position in Christ and then know how we are to live in the light of all that.  Now, he says, Therefore, v 16 no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day—  
17things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.  
So what he is going to do is, he is going to say in essence, therefore, let no one put you under legalism.  Let me define legalism for you.
Legalism is trying, this is very important because this is where most Christians I would say in the United States of America are.  Legalism is trying to make yourself acceptable to God on the basis of externals.  So legalism deals with externals.  “Do not taste, do not touch, do not handle.”  And that is why we come down to verse 20, and we’ll look at it later but let me just read it

Colossians 2:20-21
20If you have died with Christ Now where does it talk about you dying with Christ?  In Colossians 2 verses 10 through 15 he talks about us dying with Christ.  If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees to laws, such as,  
21“Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!”  
So legalism is trying to please God by decrees, by laws, by externals, by “do not touch, do not taste, do not handle”.
Now, what is true Christianity, and you want to write this down.  It is a contrast.  True Christianity, or living under the grace of God,  We started talking about the grace of God, that is how we introduced this book study on Colossians.  True Christianity, or living under the grace of God is recognizing that you are acceptable to God because of the internals, because of the internals.  Now what is the internal for the Christian?  Christ in you, the hope of glory.  And then your, and this is very important.  It is not just Christ in you but you have to get more, but you are complete in Him.  All the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily and you are, Colossians 2:9, you are complete in Him.  So he is warning us now, and he is pointing back to our position, and he is pointing back to the person of Christ.  He says; let no one put you under legalism.  And then he shows us later on in verse 20 if you died why are you living if you died – look at it in verse 20, if you died why are you living, why do you live as if you were living in the world and living under these decrees.
20If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  
Jesus dealt with the Law when He cancelled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against you.  Now the certificate of debt consisting of decrees that were against you.  Now why were they against you?  They were against you because you couldn’t keep them.  They were against you because you couldn’t live up to them.  And that certificate of debt consisting of decrees against you is a picture of the Law.  God requires absolute righteousness to get into heaven.  He says, “don’t be deceived, the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of heaven.  In Matthew chapter 5, verse 20, he says
Matthew 5:20 
20“For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.
So they thought that they could be righteous by keeping the Law.  What kept them from keeping the Law?  The flesh!  They couldn’t keep the Law because they lived in sinful bodies.  And so, therefore, what God did was, God sent Jesus and the Law says, cursed is everyone man that does not keep the whole Law.  So if I don’t keep the whole Law, if I break the Law in one point, then I am under the curse.  What is the curse of the Law?  Death!  So I have to die.  Now, I’m set to die for my own sins because I cannot keep the Law and I cannot be righteous.  But God sends Jesus. (my right hand is Jesus)  Jesus becomes our substitute.  Jesus leaves heaven and He takes upon Himself flesh.  He becomes flesh and blood because I am flesh and blood.  And so then Jesus gets on the cross and He who knew no sin was made sin for you and me.  So He takes the curse of the Law.  He is made a curse for us.  Galatians chapter 3

Galatians 3:10-12 
10For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them.”  In other words, if you don’t keep all the law then you are cursed.
11Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; It is evident that no man can be justified by keeping the law.  for, “The righteous man shall live by faith.” Not by the law, remember that.  The righteous man is going to live by faith and not by the law.
12However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, “He who practices them shall live by them.” 
So the law is not by faith.  The law is by works, by doing, by externals.  So, because the law is external, because the law is works, because the law is doing, it can’t change the inside.  And because the flesh is the flesh it doesn’t always do, it doesn’t always keep, it doesn’t always obey.  So, if it ever disobeys then it’s under the curse of the law which is death.
Galatians 3:12-13 
12However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, “He who practices them shall live by them.”  
13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us He was our substitute.—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”— 

So when Jesus Christ hung on the cross He fulfilled the righteous demands of the law because He became sin for us and He bore the curse of the law, and He died in our stead.
Now, Romans 8:3
Romans 8:3-4 
3For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: What could the law not do?  The law could not make us righteous.  So what the law could not do, God did.  Now how did He do it?

sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, 

So therefore, that hits Gnosticism in the head doesn’t it?  If they say matter is evil and God could not be in the flesh.  God send Christ in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin He condemned sin in the flesh,  
4so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
So if I am truly born again I am not going to come under legalism in order to keep the law by externals but I am going to keep the law because the Law-keeper has moved inside of me.  And it is Christ in me, the hope of glory.
Now go back to Romans 7:1-3
Romans 7:1-3 
1Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?  
2For the married woman He is going to give you an illustration.  For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he the husband is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband.  She can get a new husband.
3So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress though she is joined to another man.
Why?  Because husband number one died.  And because husband number one is dead, she can no longer be married to him because he is dead and she is alive.  Therefore she is allowed to be married to another.  But, if her husband was living and she walked away from him and married another, she would be called an adulteress because she has two living husbands.
Now watch what he is going to show us.

Romans 7:4 
4Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 

Did the law die?  No, the law still exists and the Jews are under it.  We’re not under it.  The New Covenant has replaced it.  But the law didn’t die but what died, who died?  You died?  Oh, when did you die?  You died with Christ.  You were buried with Him and you were raised with Him to walk in newness of life.  Not life under externals but life now that is lived internally through faith and through Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Romans 7:4 
4Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 

That fruit by the way is possible because you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands.  You were circumcised by Christ so that you are set free from the power of sin so that you could bring forth the fruit of righteousness and that is what Romans 6 is all about.
Romans 7:6 
6But now we have been released from the Law, We have been released from the law having died to that by which we were bound, so We have been released sothat we serve in newness of the £Spirit According to the internal, Christ in you and not in oldness of the letter. Not according to the law which is the externals.
So this is what he is saying:  So that we might serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.

Now some people think that they are spiritual because they don’t drink, they don’t smoke, they don’t chew, and they don’t go with boys that do.  They think that they are spiritual because of the length of their dresses, because of the length of their hair.  They think they are spiritual because they don’t go to certain places; there are certain places that they don’t touch.  But does that make you spiritual?  No!  It couldn’t make you spiritual before, why can it make you spiritual now?  See, the law couldn’t do it before because it was weak through the flesh.  But now you have Christ in you.  So it is not the externals that make you spiritual.  You need to remember that because sometimes we think, “Oh, I have denied myself coffee.  I’m spiritual”.  We look at someone, another brother, and they do this in Europe, and they drink wine, and we think, “How ungodly”.  And we think that we are more spiritual than them because we don’t drink wine.  Or we see somebody with a cigarette and we think that we’re more spiritual than they are because we don’t smoke.
Charles Haden Spurgeon, one of the greatest expositors of all times, mightily used by God, smoked a big black cigar.  Was he not spiritual?  Spirituality is not externals, it is internal.  It is Christ in you.

Now, go to Colossians chapter 2.  He is showing us now in Colossians 2, he is showing us in verse 16, because of our position in Christ we are not to let anybody judge us according to externals.  He says in verse 17
Colossians 2:16-17 
16Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day—  
17these things He talks about festivals, feast days, new moons which would be the first day of the month when they would make their sacrifice, or a Sabbath day which would be a holy day set apart.  It would be the 7th day of every week, the Sabbath day or it would be a day that they would have a feast on set aside as a holy day.  He says don’t let anyone judge you in respect to these things.   These are things verse 17 which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. 
Look, here is a time line.  Here is the cross; the birth and death of Jesus Christ.  Now go all the way back to Creation.  He is saying that Christ is the substance.  When was Christ in existence?  Christ has what?  Christ – He is the substance.  When was He?  Can you see my shadow?  Is that (her shadow) reality? No.  What is reality?  Kay, not her shadow.  Now with Christ what did we see first, shadow or substance?  We saw shadow.  But the shadow said that there was something that was there.  Christ has always been.  He is eternal.  He’s existed with the Father.  So all these feasts, and all these new moons, and all these sacrifices, all of those were simply shadows that showed that the substance was coming.  For instance, the sacrifice, every time they sacrificed that was a picture of the fact that the real Lamb was coming that would take away the sins of the world.
So, you have Christ existing, He throws His shadow in all of these Old Testament ordinances and under the law showing us righteousness, showing us how a righteous man should live and then finally here He is.  Here is substance.  Now we have substance; are we going to go back to the shadow?
If I see my shadow up here – (reaching for her shadow)  “Oh shadow, I want to hold hands with you.  Oh shadow, shake my hand.”  I can go like that but I can’t get a hold of it (the shadow).  Why go like that when I can touch it (clasps hands together).  So why am I dealing with shadow when there is really substance to deal with.  That is what he is saying.  And that is what he wants us to see.  Let no one put you under legalism.  Don’t ever think that you approach God that way.

Now look, it is union with Christ; that is what he wants you to see.
Glove illustration
Look at the glove.  Nice glove.  It has 5 fingers.  “Wave glove!  Wave!”  It can’t wave.  See it has 5 fingers.  “My nose is itching, scratch my nose.”  It cannot scratch my nose.  So what happens?  Here is the glove.  You and I are like the glove.  Now what is Christianity?  Christianity is:  This is Christ (her hand represents Christ).  Christ where; Christ in you.  Now I can say to the glove “Wave” and it can wave all sorts of ways.  “Wave nice; with class.”  “Wave in a sheik way.”  “Wave in a happy way.”  It can do all sorts of things, why, because of the hand in it.  So what is Christianity?  Christianity is Christ where?  Christ in you, the hope of glory.  So where Christ is going - where are you going - right with Him because He is in you.  So this is what Christianity is.  It is not saying to this glove, “Do this, do that, be good, be bad”, whatever.  The glove can’t do.  The glove can’t be good.  It can only be good and do good because of what is in it.
He did this, Christ did this.  He brought us out from under legalism because He is in us.  He did it through union and He did it through death.  So don’t be judged by days, drink and food.
Go to 1 Timothy chapter 4, verse 1.  Now anyone that is going to come along and try to put these impositions on you, you can just say no.  And they’ll say, “But you’re not spiritual.”  They are the ones that are not spiritual because they don’t have a proper understanding of the Word of God.  They are walking in fleshly wisdom and not Godly wisdom. 
FOOD 1 Timothy chapter 4, verse 1
1 Timothy 4:1-3 
1But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,  Deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, remember those things.
2by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,  
3men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. 

So here they are, they are going to advocate abstaining from certain foods, and you say “No, that is not what I am under anymore”.
Go to Mark chapter 7, verse 15.  What Jesus wanted them to see was; it isn’t what goes into your mouth that defiles you.  It is not the food that defiles you.  It might make you fat; it might make you unhealthy, but it doesn’t defile you spiritually.

Mark 7:15 
15there is nothing outside Jesus is speaking 
Mark 7:14 
14After He called the crowd to Him again, He began saying to them, “Listen to Me, all of you, and understand
Mark 7:15 
15there is nothing outside the man which can defile him if it goes into him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what defile the man. 
So it is not what you are going to take in, it is not what you are going to put into your mouth that is going to defile you.
In Acts 10:15 you see Peter being told by the Lord to kill and eat this sheet full of animals that are unclean.  When He tells him that then Peter looks at God and he says
Acts 10:14-15 
14But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.”  
15Again a voice came to him a second time, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” 
Now watch, watch.  Before, under the law, they were told there were certain meats that they could not eat and to keep the law they had to be obedient.  But what Jesus has shown Peter is this:  Peter, that was under law.  Now the grace of God has appeared to all men.  The grace of God has come and appeared to all men.  You are no longer under law you are under grace, and while the law forbid you to eat certain meat then under grace you are not made spiritual by doing something like that.  You are not made spiritual by externals.  You are made spiritual because you have Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Now go to Acts chapter 15, verse 22.  Paul has come and he is with the Jerusalem counsel and there is debate because Paul’s ministering to the Gentiles.  Do they put the Gentiles back under the law?  No!
Acts 15:22-29 
22Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas—Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren,  
23and they sent this letter by them,  

“The apostles and the brethren who are elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles, greetings.  
24“Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls,  
25it seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select men to send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,  
26men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
27“Therefore we have sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will also report the same things by word of mouth.  
28“For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these essentials:  
29that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols  Now why?  Not because it was meat but simply because it would give offense because you would be eating something that the world had sacrificed to an idol.  and from blood Why?  Because blood is addictive and from things strangled  Why? Because the blood is not out of the body  and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do well. Farewell.”

Now he sent this to the church, why, because the Jews were trying to put them under legalism.  Now in this day and age in which we live does anything that comes into your body defile you?  No, not spiritually, it does not defile you spiritually.  So you are not made spiritual by externals, you are made spiritual because the Spirit of God is in you.
DRINK
Now, when he talks about drink, Romans chapter 14, verse 17.  In Romans 14, verse 17 I want you to see this and it is very important because sometimes we judge the spirituality of others by whether they drink wine or not.  And I just want you to know that I do not drink it; I enjoy it but I do not drink it to be an example and because wine is alcohol and today so many people get drunk and it ruins their lives so I want to be an example among the brethren.  But I don’t think that not drinking wine or drinking wine makes me spiritual.
Romans 14:16-17 
16Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil;  
17for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 14:20 
20Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of food.  In other words if you have a brother that believes that you shouldn’t eat meat then when you sit down with him, don’t eat meat.   All things indeed are clean, but they are evil for the man who eats and gives offense. 
So, if I am sitting with you and I thought it was alright to eat meat and I thought that it was alright to drink wine, but you didn’t, it becomes sin for me to do that in front of you and give offense to you.  Do you see what he is saying?  So while you are free in Christ, you are bound by a law of love not to flaunt your freedom.
Romans 14:21-23 
21It is good not to eat meat or to drink wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles.  
22The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. 
23But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.
If I stand up here and say that it is alright to eat meat and you think that it is not alright to eat meat, then you should not eat meat but know this – your spirituality does not depend on whether you eat meat or don’t eat meat.  It is simply, are you going to walk by faith?  And faith is taking God at His Word and if you don’t understand His Word totally you just live according to what you believe makes God happy in that sense of eating and drinking.  Do you understand what I am saying?  For me to pick up a cigarette would be sin.  Do you know why, because God told me to stop smoking.  For you to pick up a cigarette, that is between you and God.  But it doesn’t mean that if you smoke and I don’t smoke one of us is more spiritual.  It doesn’t mean that if I don’t drink wine and you drink wine that one is more spiritual or not.  So, do you understand what I am saying?  Have I confused you?  Ok, I hope that I haven’t.
So, it is not externals, it is not externals.  I am not to let anybody put me under legalism, so it is not externals.  And yet, yet, if I am going to walk in obedience to God I am going to be gentle with you in what you eat and in what you drink and I am not going to try and persuade you to go otherwise.  The Lord will have to show you this.

DAYS
And it is not days, it is not days.  Now in Romans chapter 14, verse 5
Romans 14:5-7 
5One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind.  
6He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God.  
7For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; 

So what has he said?  All days, all days in a sense are alike to God and I am to live in that day as unto God.  Now there are some that would say that if you do not keep the Sabbath, Saturday, Friday sundown until Saturday sundown, then you are not spiritual.  Is that true, no, because that is legalism.  I am under Christ and now I keep a day according to what pleases my Master, see, according to what pleases my Master not according to the law.  So he says don’t let anyone judge you.
In Mark chapter 2, verse 28, it says that Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath.

Mark 2:27-28 
27Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.  
28“So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”
What he is showing us here in chapter 14 is that Jesus is Lord
Romans 14:4 
4Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
So the Lord Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath and the Sabbath was made for man.

Colossians 2:16
16Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day—  
Now listen to me, think with me very carefully.  In Romans chapter 14 he is contrasting those that know the freedom of not being under the law and those who are still under the law, because they have lived under the law all of their lives and it is hard for them to just pick up a piece of meat.  It is hard for them not to celebrate the Sabbath.  And what he is saying is this:  Don’t let those that are under this legalism, still under this legalism, wrongly, but still under this legalism, don’t let them judge you in regard to your freedom.  Live carefully with them but don’t let them judge you and don’t think, ok, because I’m not doing that I’m not as spiritual as they are.  That is what he is saying.  Colossians 2:18
18Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,  
Asceticism -  by abstinence and self-denial one can train himself to be in conformity to God’s will.
The next thing that he wants to do is he wants no one to put us under asceticism.  What is asceticism?  Asceticism is a teaching or a doctrine; they are one in the same, that by abstinence and self-denial a person can train himself to be in conformity with God’s will.  So then it would be delighting in what, self-abasement, delighting in self-abasement.  Just constantly denying myself and saying, “Oh, no, I’m sorry, I can’t eat that.  I’m spiritual.”  And he says don’t let anybody rob you of your prize, don’t let anybody defraud you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement.  Don’t come along and think that you make yourself pleasing to God by denying yourself.  How does the Christian, if he lives by internals, keep the body in subjection?  Go to Galatians 5:16
Galatians 5:16-17 
16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  
17For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 
Therefore beat your body, deprive it of food, keep it locked up, put blinders on your eyes, and you won’t fulfill the lusts of the flesh.  Is that what it says?  No, it does not say that.  It says that if you walk by the Spirit you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.
So listen, you are going to be defrauded of your prize anytime that you look to something else other than Christ to make you holy.  You are going to be defrauded of your prize anytime you look to something else other than Christ to make you holy.
Now, don’t let anybody put you under legalism.  Don’t let anybody put you under asceticism.  And finally don’t let any rob you through mysticism.
Don’t let anyone rob you through mysticism.
Don’t let anyone defraud you through mysticism.  Now the Gnostics taught that there was a special way to get to God and that special way was through a higher knowledge.  But their knowledge was based on revelation.  Their knowledge was based on experience.  What is faith based on?  It is based on the Word of God, it is based on fact.
So they are coming along and they are saying, verse 18
Colossians 2:18
18Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,  
Now if you wanted to contrast that and we won’t but you can just write it down; you would put down 1 Corinthians chapter 2 because he talks about the fleshly mind there verses the spiritual mind.  The spiritual mind is that the Spirit reveals things to us that are of God and that we have the mind of Christ.  Now where is the mind of Christ for the Christian?  It is right here in the Word of God.  It is not on experience, and it is not on visions, it is not on revelations.
1 Corinthians 2:12-16 
12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  
13which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 


14But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  
15But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.  
16For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he will instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.

Today you hear of people who are flocking, flocking to hear people who have had visions, people who have had revelations; the man that I told you last week that was caught up into the 3rd heaven.  And so he is saying, No, not in the worship of angels, not on the taking of visions that he has seen.  There was a man and he built his whole ministry on a revelation that he had from an angel.  He went in to see this other man and he told him about this vision and he told him about the work that he had been doing and the guy looked at him and said, “You have stepped over the line.  You have gone too far and God is going to take your life.”  And he walked out and God took his life because he was leading people away from Christ, away from the Word of God, to visions.
This is where our truth is;
Colossians 2:6 
6Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 
So he has laid down your position.

Let’s go on.  I was going to show you about angels but you know this; that angels are the servants of God.  Hebrews chapter 1, just read it and mark it down.  They are messengers of God, angels are.  So why should I worship messengers of God when I am to worship Christ who is the Son of God.
Hebrews 1:13-14 
13But to which of the angels has He ever said, 

    “Sit at My right hand,

    Until I make Your enemies

    A footstool for Your feet”?

14Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

In 1 Corinthians 6 it says that you and I are going to judge angels.
1 Corinthians 6:1-3 
1Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous and not before the saints?  
2Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts?  
3Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of this life? 
In Revelation chapter 19, verse 10, he tells him “Don’t fall down at my feet.  I am just an angel.”
Revelation 19:10 
10Then I fell at his feet to worship him This angel. But he said* to me, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
There is a book out called “God Calling” and people has sent me that book over and over again and they have said that it is the most wonderful book, get “God Calling”, read this book.  I want to tell you something, it is revelations that were given to those women just as they would sit and were just dictated to.  And a lot of people get that book and I am telling you that is not God.  Read the Bible instead of reading it.
2 Peter 1:3 
3seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 
Everything that pertains to life and godliness is found in Christ Jesus
Go back to verse 19.  What are they doing?  They are holding on to self-abasement; to asceticism.  They are holding on to the worship of angels and visions; mysticism.  Verse 19, they are not holding fast to the head.
Colossians 2:19
19and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. 

And this is the problem, anytime you leave the head – now what he is going to show you is this:  he is going to show you an anatomy lesson.  He says, they are not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. 

I want to tell you something, you can go out and you can have a ministry that is based on visions.  You can have a ministry that is based on this false worship and these revelations and things like this, and it may have a growth but it is not a growth from God.  Anything that leads you to leave holding onto the head, and it is the head that holds the whole body together that supplies and directs all the affairs of the body, - asceticism departs from the head and it ignores the principles of the body; the fact that the body is in submission to the head.
Now verse 23
Colossians 2:23
23These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

These things are not going to keep your flesh in control.  Who is going to do that?  Jesus Christ!  How are you going to execute that though?  How are you, who have died with Christ, and have been buried, and raised to walk in newness of life, how are you going to keep that flesh under control?  Well, you are going to keep it under control by walking in the Spirit.  But how are you going to do that?  By keeping you mind, your heart, your affections, set on things above and not beneath.  Let’s look at it.
Colossians 3:1 
1If then  If is in the first class condition.  Since then you have been raised up with Christ, Raised up is in the indicative mood, so this is a mood of reality.  So he is not saying that maybe you have and maybe you haven’t.  But since you have been raised up with Christ what are you to do?  keep seeking  As a habit of life  the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Now, how am I going to live this life, that is a life that is lived in the Spirit, a life that is pleasing to God, a life that does not give way to the flesh?  How am I going to live that way?  Here is God.  Now where is Jesus?  Jesus is at the right hand of the throne of God.  Where are you ?  You are down here on planet earth.  Ok, what is he saying?  He is saying that if I am going to live a life that is according to the Spirit, if I am going to live a life that is pleasing to God, I am going to have to keep seeking that which is above.
Colossians 3:2-3 
2Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  Why?
3For you have What? died and your life is hidden Where?  with Christ Where?  in God. 
So what is he saying?  He is saying, Look, as far as the things on earth are concerned consider yourself dead.  And what are you to do?  Well, you are to consider yourself dead and you are to set your affection, your desires and everything on heaven.  You’re not to get caught up in this earthly life down here because you died.  Where are you really?  You are seated with Christ in heavenly places far above all rule and authority and power; rule and authority and power that Jesus Christ divested Himself of when He hung on the cross.  That is Colossians 2, your position.  So you’ve died and you’re not to be putting your eyes on the things of this earth.  Your not to be thinking, “Ok, I can be spiritual if I live like this person and do this and that, no!  Everything is to be directed to Jesus Christ.  You are to set your affections on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  You’re to look at this life and say, “This is temporal; this is temporal.”  What is coming?  Eternity is coming.  Eternity is coming.  Eternity is coming.  When Christ who is our life appears, we shall be with Him in glory.  So, therefore, take your eyes, and take your affections off of the things of this earth and put them on things above.
Go to Revelation 19.  

Colossians 3:4 
4When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. 
In Revelation 19 you have a glimpse of the bride of Christ.  You and I, if we belong to Jesus, are the bride of Christ.

Revelation 19:6-8 
6Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, 

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.


7“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.”  
8It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

What are the righteousnesses of the saints?  It is a righteousness that does not come through self-abasement.  It is a righteousness that does not come through legalism.  It is a righteousness that does not come through mysticism.  It is a righteousness that comes by letting Christ who is in you, be your Lord and Master and walking according to what He says is true and according to the power of the Holy Spirit.  It is walking by keeping your eyes not on the things of this earth but on things which are above.

So, what is true spirituality?  True spirituality is Christ in you and you remembering that.  Christ in you, the hope of glory and not becoming entangled with the affairs of this life, and not being defrauded of your prize which you will get when you stand at the judgment seat of Christ.  Not, not, because of legalism, asceticism or mysticism but because you walk with your affections set on Him and Him as your Lord and Him as your Master.

Revelation 19:11-16 
11And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  
12His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  
13He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  
14And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean,  Who is that, that is you and me.  were following Him  From where?  From heaven.  on white horses.  
15From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  
16And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

Go to Revelation chapter 21

Revelation 21:1-8 
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  
2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.    That is our heavenly city where you and I will live.
3And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,£  
4and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.” 


5And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said*, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.”  
6Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.  
7“He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.  
8“But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

These are people that did not trust in Christ and in His finished work.

Revelation 22:12-15 
12“Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.  
13“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 


14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  
15Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.

Revelation 22:17 
17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.
And Jesus stood that day, on the day of the feast, and He said, “Everyone that thirsts, Come to Me and drink for he that drinks of Me, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  And this He spoke concerning the Spirit which would be given to those who believe on His name.
Let’s pray:

As we bow in prayer I just want to ask you to examine your heart.  How have you been trying to make yourself spiritual?  How have you been trying to make yourself pleasing to God?  Is it in any of the ways that were described today that are not truly spiritual ways?  You need to bring those and you need to lay them at the foot of the cross of Jesus Christ.
11

