PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 11 – LECTURE NOTES

“DEATH TO YOUR PASSIONS!  HOW?”
Gallop poll – 50 years
In America

· 94 % believe in God

· 90% pray

· 88% believe God loves them

· More than 75% say that their religious involvement has been a positive experience

· Percentage of those going to church is the same as in the 30’s.

· 41% in 1937 – 42% in 1988

· Over the past decade a consistent 1/3 report a life changing religious experience

· 90% have never doubted the existence of God

· The Bible is read daily by more people today – Catch the percentage – 15%.  In 1942, 10%.

· 41% go to church

· 15% read the Bible

· There is a greater variety in religious expression, including growth in the number of Catholic’s and members of non-Western religions, reflecting the increase in immigrants from Asia and Latin America.

But, religious feelings don’t mean more church members.

65%, the lowest number since Gallop began tracking in 1937, belong to a church or synagogue.

The lowest percent ever of people going to church compared to the number that profess to believe in God and pray and say that God loves them.

You have a nation that is in the worst moral state that it has ever been in in it’s history..  We are inundated with pornography, one out of 3 children are victims of incest.  We live in a nation of drug addicts, drug abusers and sellers.  We live in a nation that has gone down into the cesspool of depraved humanity and yet 94% say that they believe in God.

In Colossians chapters 1 and 2 he lays down doctrine.

In Colossians chapters 3 and 4 he tells us our duty in light of our doctrine, the practical application of that doctrine.

Most of America has some sort of a doctrine, probably twisted and distorted, but you can see from the statistics the way that they live – their lifestyle does not match what they say they believe.

Colossians chapter 1 and 2 give the gospel, the mystery of the gospel which is Christ in you.
It’s implications – When Christ died, you died



        When Christ was buried, you were buried



        When Christ was raised, you were raised

Jesus circumcised your flesh so you don’t have to live in the lusts of the flesh anymore.

He lays down doctrine then comes to the way we are to live.

Colossians chapters 1 and 2 tell what it means to be identified with Him, to be in Him.  In Him/with Him.

Paul’s style of writing is doctrine then duty; how we are to live in light of that doctrine.

True life is nurtured in the womb of true doctrine.
Pure life is nurtured in the womb of pure doctrine.

If you are going to have a proper life fulfilling your duty to God as a child of God then your doctrine has to be straight.

Precepts asks you to do a minimum of 5 hours of homework a week; asking you to be diligent and faithful.

The way that you live is determined by what you believe (doctrine).  The purer the doctrine the purer the life.


Colossians 3:2 
2Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 
Set your mind implies a concentration of every power; diligently do; actively pursue the things above then you will live a life that is going to be death to your passions, your desires, your ways.

Colossians 3:1-2 
1If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  
2Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 
If then is a first class condition in the Greek.  That IF is a #1 because it has an indicative verb.

An indicative verb is a verb of reality, certainty.  So, if you have an If and an indicative verb, it means:  “If and it is true”, so you can translate it “Since you have been raised up with Christ” or “As is the case that you have been raised up with Christ then keep seeking the things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.

Since you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking…


Aorist tense:  a period; at one point in time.  A punctiliar verb.

Passive voice:  subject receives the action of the verb.

It is not the subject that is raising itself up with Christ but some other force has raised the subject up with Christ.  What is that force?  God!


Indicative mood:  reality

It is something that has taken place not something tht is going to take place.  It has taken place.

Shows us doctrine (in Him – circumcised) then duty (keep seeking)
Colossians 2:11-12 
11and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;  
12having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 
then duty (keep seeking)
Colossians 3:1-2 
1If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  
Keep seeking:


Present tense:  Continuous action.  Habitual – a habit of life

Active voice:  Subject does the action.  Our responsibility

Imperative Mood:  A command
It is a command based on a fact:  Since you have been raised up with Christ then God is saying this is what I want you to do, keep seeking things above.  I command you to keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God and not on the things of this earth.

What are you seeking?  Where do your energies go?  If you have no time for Bible study that tells you that something is wrong.  You will be like that statistics in the article.  Is there a profession but no possession, no reality of what you say you believe?  If you don’t have time for the Word of God something is out of whack in your life.  Seek things above.  Examine how you spend your time.  What are you giving yourself to – the television, the newspaper, magazines, exercise?  Where are your affections?  Are they on things above or on the things of earth?
You have the gospel.  You have Christ in you.  He is the hope of glory.  Don’t put your affections on things beneath but put your affections on the things above.

He talks about the outer practice in verse 1.  In verse 2 he talks about our inner disposition; set your mind on Christ.

Outward manifestation comes back to the mind.  Set your mind (present, active, imperative – a command.  Why?

Colossians 3:2-3 
2Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  
3For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
You have died

Aorist tense:  At one point in time

Active voice:  you are the subject

Indicative mood:  certainty, reality
Your life is hidden with Christ in God


Perfect tense:  a period – something that happened in the past – continues to be true

Passive voice:


Indicative mood:  reality, certainty.
The reason that you are supposed to do all this is because you have died with Christ, you have been raised with Christ.  Where are you?  Your life is hidden with Christ in God.  Your life is not down here.  Your life is up there.  Your life is Christ, it is not you.

Galatians 2:20 
20“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
True Christianity never focuses on self.  True Christianity focuses on Christ.

Colossians 3:4 
4When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
When Christ is revealed our deeds will be revealed.  We will answer for the deeds done in the body.
2 Corinthians 5:10 
10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
We are duty bound to live righteous, holy.  We have the ability because Christ is in us.
We will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
Romans 14:10 
10But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 


Colossians 3:4 
4When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.


Hebrews 12:25-29 
25See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven.  
26And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven.”  
27This expression, “Yet once more,” denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.  
28Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;  
29for our God is a consuming fire.

The wrath of God is coming upon those who commit these kinds of things.
2 Peter 3:10-14 
10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be £burned up. 


11Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  
12looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  
13But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.


14Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,  

If you are going to be spotless and blameless then you need to 
Colossians 3:5-6 
5Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.  
6For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come £upon the sons of disobedience, 

When Jesus is revealed, He is revealed for His saints but also for the judgment of the world, to all those who lived ungodly lives.
The Gnostics –believe that all that matters is knowledge.  It doesn’t matter if you live an immoral life.

If we believe correctly we will see that it is going to lead to a life of duty, a life of purity.

Colossians 3:5
5Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.  
Consider – Better translated: Put to death the members which are upon the earth.  
This body are your members and these are your appetites. Because you have died with Christ, because you are seated at the right hand of the throne of God, because your life is hidden with Christ in God, then I want you to take these earthly passions and these members that want to perform these earthly passions and I want you to put them to death.  I want you to say “NO” to them.  I want you to consider them as dead.
So when your passions rise up and say “Give me, give me, give me!”, you don’t have to give them.  You say NO.  It is not self denial apart from Jesus Christ.  Not operating in asceticism but operating in the light of the fact that you have died and your life is hidden with Christ and Christ is in you and you have been circumcised and therefore because you have been circumcised there has been that removal of the body of the flesh.  We will see how in a minute.

Lets look at immorality

Immorality:  Put aside illicit sex; sex that is not legal in God’s eyes.  Sex is only legal in marriage.
Hebrews 13:4 
4Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 

It is not just knowledge.  You have got to do something with the knowledge that you’ve got.  Your inner disposition is to set your affections on things above.  Your outer practice is to keep seeking the things above.  You then, in doing that, consider the members of your body as dead to immorality.
Marriage is honorable in all, the bed undefiled BUT fornicators and adulterers, be they Christian or non Christian, God will judge.

Story:  Man on business trip.  Infected with aids from prostitute.  He died, and his wife died, leaving the children.
When you play with sin as a Christian you’re not exempt from the consequences.

Judgment begins with the house of God because we know and we have the truth and we have the ability not to live that way (sin) because Christ is in us, the hope of glory.

In Romans 1 we see that immorality is evidence of turning your back on God in some way, some form, some fashion.

Romans 1:18-19 
18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  
19because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 
Is revealed is the present tense – is being revealed.  Not “I can sin now, enjoy it now and then later, oh well, I’ll just pay the consequences.  Oh no, it is being revealed right now.  That is what Aids and herpes is; it is the wrath of God.
Romans 1:18-19 
18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  
19because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 


Romans 1:21 
21For even though they knew God, they did not £honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

Romans 1:22-27 
22Professing to be wise, they became fools,  
23and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and £crawling creatures. 


24Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them.  
25For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.


26For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural,  
27and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.

1 Corinthians 6:9-14 
9Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor £effeminate, nor homosexuals,  
10nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  
11Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 


12All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything.  
13Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.  
14Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power.  

Immorality is a sign that you have turned you back, that you have rejected some knowledge of God.

1 Corinthians 6:15-16 
15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be!  
16Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “The two shall become one flesh.” 

Leviticus 20:  it is the death penalty for adultery, homosexuality, lesbianism, incest, bestiality.  Why?  Because God made you in His image and He made you for Himself not for fornication.
Leviticus 20:1 
1Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  
2“You shall also say to the sons of Israel, 

‘Any man from the sons of Israel or from the aliens sojourning in Israel who gives any of his offspring to Molech, shall surely be put to death; the people of the land shall stone him with stones.  
3‘I will also set My face against that man and will cut him off from among his people, because he has given some of his offspring to Molech, so as to defile My sanctuary and to profane My holy name.  
4‘If the people of the land, however, should ever disregard that man when he gives any of his offspring to Molech, so as not to put him to death,  
5then I Myself will set My face against that man and against his family, and I will cut off from among their people both him and all those who play the harlot after him, by playing the harlot after Molech.


6‘As for the person who turns to mediums and to spiritists, to play the harlot after them, I will also set My face against that person and will cut him off from among his people.  
7‘You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the LORD your God.  
8‘You shall keep My statutes and practice them; I am the LORD who sanctifies you.


9‘If there is anyone who curses his father or his mother, he shall surely be put to death; he has cursed his father or his mother, his bloodguiltiness is upon him.


10‘If there is a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, one who commits adultery with his friend’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.  
11‘If there is a man who lies with his father’s wife, he has uncovered his father’s nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death, their bloodguiltiness is upon them.  
12‘If there is a man who lies with his daughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death; they have committed incest, their bloodguiltiness is upon them.  
13‘If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a woman, both of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death. Their bloodguiltiness is upon them.  
14‘If there is a man who marries a woman and her mother, it is immorality; both he and they shall be burned with fire, so that there will be no immorality in your midst.  
15‘If there is a man who lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to death; you shall also kill the animal.  
16‘If there is a woman who approaches any animal to mate with it, you shall kill the woman and the animal; they shall surely be put to death. Their bloodguiltiness is upon them.


17‘If there is a man who takes his sister, his father’s daughter or his mother’s daughter, so that he sees her nakedness and she sees his nakedness, it is a disgrace; and they shall be cut off in the sight of the sons of their people. He has uncovered his sister’s nakedness; he bears his guilt.  
18‘If there is a man who lies with a menstruous woman and uncovers her nakedness, he has laid bare her flow, and she has exposed the flow of her blood; thus both of them shall be cut off from among their people.  
19‘You shall also not uncover the nakedness of your mother’s sister or of your father’s sister, for such a one has made naked his blood relative; they will bear their guilt.  
20‘If there is a man who lies with his uncle’s wife he has uncovered his uncle’s nakedness; they will bear their sin. They will die childless.  
21‘If there is a man who takes his brother’s wife, it is abhorrent; he has uncovered his brother’s nakedness. They will be childless.


22‘You are therefore to keep all My statutes and all My ordinances and do them, so that the land to which I am bringing you to live will not spew you out.  
23‘Moreover, you shall not follow the customs of the nation which I will drive out before you, for they did all these things, and therefore I have abhorred them.  
24‘Hence I have said to you, “You are to possess their land, and I Myself will give it to you to possess it, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am the LORD your God, who has separated you from the peoples.  
25‘You are therefore to make a distinction between the clean animal and the unclean, and between the unclean bird and the clean; and you shall not make yourselves detestable by animal or by bird or by anything that creeps on the ground, which I have separated for you as unclean.  
26‘Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy; and I have set you apart from the peoples to be Mine.


27‘Now a man or a woman who is a medium or a spiritist shall surely be put to death. They shall be stoned with stones, their bloodguiltiness is upon them.’”

1 Corinthians 6:16-18 
16Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “The two shall become one flesh.”  
17But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.  
18Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. 
Colossians 3:5 
5Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 

Impurity:  Uncleanness, filthiness
This is where pornography is. 

Letter from mother concerning son

Passion:  desire that does not rest until it is satisfied. 

We are not to be controlled by our desires but by the Spirit.

Evil desires:  any evil longing.

When he says “put this away, consider yourself dead to these things, it implies that a Christian can’t have problems with these things.  Coming to Christ does not automatically put you in a bubble where you’re never tempted again.  You still live in this body.  You are to put it to death, consider it as dead, say NO to it.

Greed:   insatiable selfishness.  Greed is idolatry.

Article in magazine on greed:  Neiman Marcus and Eva Peron (never wore the same dress twice).

1 Timothy 6:9 
9But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

Those who want to get rich – This is what America needs to hear.  One of the reasons America is in the trouble it is in is because it is such a wealthy nation.  You say, “It has so many poor.”  I want to tell you something;  It is an indictment upon people that have things that they are not sharing.
1 Timothy 6:17-18 
17Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  
18Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 

1 Timothy 6:19 
19storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.

If you are rich and your mind is set on things above and not on things of the earth; this is not just for the rich but for those that have; then you’re going to be giving to those that have not and what you are doing is storing up treasure for the future.
Revelation 9:  During the tribulation people do not repent.
Revelation 9:15-21 
15And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind.  
16The number of the armies of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.  
17And this is how I saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on them: the riders had breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths proceed fire and smoke and brimstone.  
18A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths.  
19For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents and have heads, and with them they do harm. 

20And the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk;  
21and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts.

Revelation 21 tells what it will be like in heaven and tells us who is not going to be there.
Revelation 21:1-8 
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  
2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.  
3And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,£  
4and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.” 


5And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said*, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.”  
6Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.  
7“He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.  
8“But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

Revelation 22:12-21 
12“Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.  
13“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 


14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  
15Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.


16“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”


17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.


18I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book;  
19and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.


20He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.


21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with £all. Amen. 

Your doctrine is no good, you can know it all, your doctrine is no good unless there is a lifestyle that is lived out in accordance to that doctrine.
Colossians 3:8 says to put them all aside.  It means to take off from ones self.  I am to take them off and lay them aside as I would my coat.
Colossians 3:8 
8But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. 

Anger:    a burning anger which flares up and burns with intensity.
There are some things that we are to be angry about:  sin, unrighteousness, ungodliness, blasphemy, injustice…

Be angry but don’t sin.  

Ephesians 4:26 
26Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 
Malice:  a vicious nature bent on doing harm.  You are out to get a person, out to do evil.
Slander:  to belittle someone and to cause them to fall into disrepute.  To malign someone so that you cause them to have a bad reputation.
Proverbs 6:16-19 
16    There are six things which the LORD hates, 

    Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him:


17    Haughty eyes, a lying tongue,

    And hands that shed innocent blood,


18    A heart that devises wicked plans,

    Feet that run rapidly to evil,


19    A false witness who utters lies,

    And one who spreads strife among brothers.


Colossians 3:8 
8But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. 

Abusive speech:  filthy talk.  There is debate on what it means.  It is either dirty speech or just plain abusive.  Someone has translated it as foul mouthed abuse.
You can see the difference between verse 5 and verse 8.  Verse 5 deals more with what your body does and verse 8 deals more from the inside out in your speech and attitude.

Colossians 3:5 
5Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 

Colossians 3:8 
8But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. 

Colossians 3:9-10 
9Do not lie  Stop lying – present tense to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,  
10and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him— 

Laid aside and have put on:
Aorist tense:

Middle voice:

Participle:
He is not saying you are to put off the old man and you are to put on the new man.  He is pointing to something that already happened.  When was the old man put off and the new man put on?  When you were saved!  The cross is the pivotal point of the Christian’s life.  That is what he is teaching in Colossians chapter 2 and 3.  He is not saying that you are commanded to put off the old man and put on the new.  That happened when you got saved.  He is commanding you to live in the light of something that has already happened.  It is the same message in Romans 6 and in Ephesians 4 where the old man is used.
Go back to Romans 6.

Some Bibles translate this as your sinful nature or as your flesh.  Don’t let them translate it that way.  Old man is only used 3 places in scripture.  It is always in reference to something that has happened.

Romans 6:5-6 
5For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,  
6knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 

Old man was crucified:  Aorist tense =at one point in time.  Old man was crucified with Christ that Purpose clause – our body of sin might be done away with that we should no longer be slaves to sin.
The Old man is everything that you were in Adam before you came to Jesus Christ, the old man that was governed by Satan.  The old man that was ruling over you.  The old man died.  Who moved inside of you?  Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.

Because the old man died and the Holy Spirit is in you, you are a new man.  Therefore when your flesh is saying “give me, give me, give me”, you don’t have to obey because the old man that ruled you is dead and you don’t have to obey him anymore.  You have Christ and the Holy Spirit inside.

Galatians 5:16 
16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 
So if you walk in the Spirit you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.  You are a new man and the old man is dead.  You can say “Death to my passions”  HOW?  When you live in the light of what the Word of God teaches.  Consider the members  as dead to all these things and live according to what Christ says.

It is the message of Ephesians 4 and Colossians 3 and Romans 6.  Ephesians 4 is parallel with Colossians 3.

If you have any doubt about the interpretation of Ephesians 4 or Colossians 3 to back to where it is spelled out for you in Romans which lays out the gospel of Jesus Christ and then when you go to those practical passages you go back to the truth of what it says in Romans 6.
Ephesians 4:17-22 
17So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,  
18being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;  
19and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.  
20But you did not learn Christ in this way,  
21if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,  
22that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 

That is the reference to your former manner of life.  You lay aside the old self.  He is not commanding you to do something.  He’s saying that this is what you’ve done.  You laid aside the old self which is being corrupted.
Ephesians 4:22-25 
22that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,  
23and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind,  
24and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 


25Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.  

Therefore points back to the fact that the old man has died and t hat you are a new man in Christ and you put the new man on; Therefore, 
Ephesians 4:25-32 
25Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.  
26Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger,  
27and do not give the devil an opportunity.  
28He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need.  
29Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.  
30Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  
31Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  
32Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven £you.

We have the statistics about America.   We know that all those people that profess to know God and profess to pray to Him really don’t have a genuine relationship with Him.  Why?  Because if they did, if these 94% that believes in God, if their faith was solid our country would be so much different than it is.
Listen Christian, don’t you contribute to the sin of this country because the wrath of God is going to come and is going to judge all of those things.  And the wrath of God will have to give an answer for the way He deals with you if you live in that kind of sin.  So, death to your passions.  HOW?  You’re dead!!!!  Walk in newness of life!!!!!

Let’s pray:

Father, we praise You and we thank You for Your Word.  We thank You, Father that it is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.  We thank You that it is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of our heart.  And Father, we ask You now just to minister to us that we will want to be the bride that You mean for us to be.  A bride that comes through the fire; a bride that come through the storm; a bride who is holy and righteous and not ashamed Father when the bridegroom appears.  May we not wallow in the bed of the world’s iniquity but may we be chase virgins, pure virgins, in Your name we pray.  Amen.
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