PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 12 – LECTURE NOTES

“WHAT’S THE KEY TO EVERY RELATIONSHIP?”
Oh child of God let me ask you a question.  How is it going in your relationships?
How’s it going in your relationship with your wife or with your husband?
How’s your relationship with your children?
How is your relationship with your employee and with your employer?
How is your relationship with those that have hurt you and caused you a lot of pain and a lot of suffering?

How is your relationship above all with your God?
These are questions that we want to look at and examine in this last week of our study on Colossians.  And so if you will turn in your Bibles to Colossians chapter 3; in Colossians chapter 3 it is really interesting what Paul does.  You know that he opens up that chapter (of course,there are no chapter divisions) but he says, since you have been risen with Christ you are to be seeking the things above and not the things that are on the earth, you are to set your affections on things above because that is where Christ is and that is where our life is.  Our life is hidden with Christ in God.
Colossians 3:1 
1Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  
2Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  
3For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  
He draws our attention to heavenly things, to that heavenly relationship with Christ Jesus.  And then he tells us how we are to live and what we are to put away and what we are not to even consider being involved in.  In the process of doing all of this he reminds us of something that has happened that is absolutely key in you understanding your relationships to your wife, to your mate, to your employer, etc.  What he says is this:  You have put off the old man and you have put on the new man and that new man is being renewed as it comes into the knowledge of God.


Colossians 3:5-11

5Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.  
6For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come £upon the sons of disobedience,  
7and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.  
8But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.  
9Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,  
10and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him—  
11a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, £barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.

And then what he says in the light of what you have done, he says
Colossians 3:12-14

12So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  
13bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  
14Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  

So he says you put on the new self and now because you have put on the new self, verse 10, you’re to put on this heart of compassion, etc. and in verse 14 you are to put on love which is the perfect bond of unity.
Now, what Paul has done is, in the first chapter of Colossians he has laid down for us, in the first two chapters, he lays down for us doctrine, but he begins with a prayer.  That pray is that you and I would be filled with the knowledge of Jesus Christ so that we might walk worthy of Jesus Christ who has called us and so that we might please Him in all respects.  Now that is his prayer and his end goal for us is not knowledge.  His end goal for us, the end of his goal for us is that we walk in a way pleasing unto God.  But, in order for me to walk that way there are certain truths that I need to know.  And those truths that I need to know are found in Colossians chapter 1 and in Colossians chapter 2 as he talks about my identification with Jesus Christ.  He tells us, and this is all review, he tells us that the mystery of the gospel is Christ in you the hope of glory.  And what he wants these people to know in this city is, look, you have everything that you need in Christ Jesus.  You are identified with Christ.  Now as you have received Christ Jesus – how did you receive Him?   By your works, no!  By divine and mystical revelations, no!  By beating your body and keeping it in subjection, no!  How did you receive Christ?  By faith.  As you have received Christ, so walk in Him.  So, you received Him by faith, you walk in Him by faith.  And you are able to walk in faith with Him because you have been identified with Him.  He circumcised you with a circumcision made without hands, the circumcision of the flesh in that He identified you with Christ, so in identifying you with Christ what He did was, you were identified in His death, you were identified in His burial, you were identified in His resurrection, so you walk in a newness of life.  That identification is what sets you free from what you were in Adam, and set you free from the old man, and set you free from bondage to sin, that now enables you to live the Christian life.  Now where they were getting hung up in Colossians, and this is all review since we’ve come to the end of the course, is they were getting off balance in their Christian life.  What had happened in Colossians is they had gotten off into asceticism, into beating the body and denying the body and trying to bring the body into subjection so that they would be what they ought to be.  So they got off balance.  Another way that they got off balance is, they got off balance in legalism, trying to govern the flesh and govern the walk and govern the life with the Law.  That doesn’t do it.  The other way that they got off balance was into mysticism where they were having revelations and dreams and visions and they were governing everything by these dreams and mysteries and revelations.  And he says, no, it is Christ, it is Christ.  All the wisdom that you need, all the knowledge that you need is found in Christ.  Now what he is going to show us is, it is all found in Christ and in Colossians 3 that is where it is to be lived.  It is to be lived in Christ.  So, what he says is; you have put off the old man, you have put on the new man, and so, and so, put on a heart of compassion.  Now he says, and so, and then he describes us and he describes us with three words.  What are those 3 words?  As what, who are we?
Colossians 3:12

12So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  
Chosen, we are chosen.  And I want to tell you something, if you will recognize your relationship to God and who you are, and you’re secure in that relationship, it will help you in every other relationship.  It really will.  Usually when you see people that are in bad relationships it is because their relationship with God is off.  And so he says, and so, you who are chosen, you are chosen.  And you were chosen by Him, not because of any merit in yourself but simply because God chooses.  You were chosen by Him.  And you are holy.  That is another term that he uses for us.  Now holy means set apart.  He says, I have set you apart.  And that means that here you are and here is the world all around you and all these people and he is saying yet you are chosen to Me, you are set apart for Me, you belong to Me.   When I know that I am chosen and when I understand who I am, it makes me walk differently.  It makes me behave differently.  I know that I am not an ordinary human being and you’re not an ordinary human being if you belong to Jesus Christ.  You have been chosen by Him.  Out of all the mass of humanity, God has chosen you.  It ought to throw us flat on our face.  It ought to cause us to constantly, day and night, give thanks that we are not walking in darkness, that we are not walking as slaves to sin, that we are not walking headed for that pit of eternal destruction because God in His mercy and in His grace has chosen you and me.  Ephesians chapter 1, lets just look at the verse very quickly.  It is such a beautiful verse.
Ephesians 1:3-4 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  
4just as He  What?  chose us  Where?  in £Him  When?  before the foundation of the world,  Why?  that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 

So He chose me that I should be holy and holy means set apart.  In Colossians chapter 3 he says:
Colossians 3:12

12So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and  What?  beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  
We are beloved and we don’t know it today.  A lot of people, because they do not know that they are beloved of God, it affects their relationships with other people.  And so he says, you are chosen, you’re holy, you’re beloved, and then he tells us all these things that we are to put on.  We are to put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  I would like to go into every single on of these qualities and attributes but I could not get it all in.  But, if you will just stop and ask yourself; Now this is who you are, now are you living in the light of who you are?  Are you walking in kindness.  So many people today are so rude.  Are you rude?  Are you kind?  Are you kind to your mate?  Are you kind to your children?  Are you kind to the people that you work with?  Do you have a heart of compassion?  In this world where we are so inundated with all sorts of violence, we see violence, blood and gore all the time if we turn on the television.  I don’t see it, but if you turn on the television you see.  If you pick up the newspapers you read about it.  You hear it described over the news and you see it.  And that can harden a person; that can harden a person.  Do you have a heart of compassion?  Are you walking in humility?  Humility is so opposite of the way that people are thinking today.  Today I’m number 1.  You see it.  The teams will say, “We’re number 1, we’re number 1.”  It is the opposite in the Christian life.  That doesn’t belong to us who have been chosen.  We are not number 1.  We are here to serve and we are to serve in humility.
As he goes on he says, and this is something that I believe that is hurting the church and hurting relationships more than anything else.  He says in verse 13
Colossians 3:13-14

13bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  
14Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  
Bearing with one another, bearing with you and you bearing with me means that you don’t write me off.  It means that you have patience with me.  It means that if I don’t make the mark, that if I don’t measure up, that you’re not going to throw me out.  But it means to have forbearance with one another.  It means to be longsuffering.  It means to not reject me because I am not perfect.  And it means this; that when I fail you, when I fail you, or when you fail me, that we are to forgive one another.  We are to forgive.  Now I want to ask you a question.  Is there any one, any one, that you can think of that you are not willing to forgive?  Is there any one that you would refuse to talk to?  Is there any one that you would refuse to love?  Is there any one that you would want to keep at arms length and are going to keep like that or want to punish because they have hurt you?
Story

There is a sweet, sweet gal that comes out here and we have been working with her for quite some time now, ever since “Lord, Heal My Hurts”.  This girl has been sexually abused, she’s been rejected, and the father is a pastor.  And we’ve been working with her and we would get her so far and then she would just collapse.  We’d get her so far and then she would just want to die.  I would see her one day and she would be absolutely radiant and I’d see her maybe in 2 weeks and she would be under it all, a heaviness like a cloud around her.  And the end of October I got this note.  I found it in the room where I check my make-up before I come out for the camera.  
I don’t know if I will get to talk to you or not so I wanted to write this note and share some wonderful news.  Sunday I became a new creature in Christ.  Now, she has made professions of faith before.  I looked at my life which was so hard and so bitter and I saw that I had no power to overcome all the pain of the past.  I had no power to forgive.  God changed my life.  I called my dad and told him that I could forgive him now because God had changed me and enabled me to forgive him.  All the emptiness is gone and I am free at last.  Now I can understand and accept God’s love and what it means to be complete in Him.  Thank you for loving me to Jesus.
You see, salvation and forgiveness go hand in hand.  What is salvation?  Salvation means that I have been forgiven of all my sins.  And I have been forgiven of all my sins because Christ died in my stead, because He paid for all of my sin.  But it is not only that I have been forgiven of my sins but if you look at Christendom you see that all of Christendom – here is all of mankind and we are all sinners.  And here is the cross of Jesus Christ.  This is the only way to God.  And everyone that comes to God must come through Jesus.  He is the way, He’s the truth, and He’s the life.  No man comes to the Father but by Him.  But when they come, they come through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ so that everyone that comes to God through Christ is forgiven.  So what is the kingdom of God made up of?  It is made up of nothing more than a bunch of forgiven sinners.  Sinners, now listen, sinners who have transgressed against a holy God.  Sinners who are the only ones who have violated; God has not in any way failed.  The offense is all on our part.  What did Jesus do when He hung on the cross?  What did He say?  “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  Now He said that for people who would receive forgiveness and for those that would not, because they would not come to Him.  So, when I come to Him, I have been forgiven of everything, past, present, and future.  Therefore, since I have been forgiven I am in turn to forgive even as Christ Jesus forgave me.  Go to Matthew chapter 6.  In Matthew chapter 6 is the Sermon on the Mount and Jesus is telling them how to pray.  He is giving them a way to pray and in the midst of that prayer this is what He says:
Matthew 6:12, 14-15 
12    ‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 


14“For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  
15“But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.

So because I have put off, because I have put on, because that is what happened in my salvation, because now I am chosen of God, and because I am holy and I am set apart and I belong to a new realm and because I am beloved of God, then I am to live in the light of that, and living in the light of that I am to forbear with you whether you are perfect or not.  I’m not perfect and I am to forgive you even as Christ Jesus forgave.  I am to forgive you.  If anyone has a complaint, if you have a complaint against anyone that complaint is to be laid aside.  Now I want to ask you a question.  What do you think would happen in the body of Jesus Christ if people walked in such forgiveness?  What do you think would happen in the home if there were that kind of forgiveness?  What do you think would happen in the market place if there were that kind of forgiveness?  It is absolutely radical, absolutely radical.  And yet God is telling us that this is the way that we are to live.  He is taking us beyond all the doctrine to the out-living of that doctrine.  And I want you to know this; he is not calling you to do something that you are unable to do.  He is not calling you to do something that you are unable to do.  If you do not forgive, it is not because you can’t forgive, it is because you won’t forgive.  That is what he is saying here.  Let’s look at it again in Colossians.
Colossians 3:13
13bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  
Story
Sometime ago, a year and a half from Mother’s Day, I got a letter and it was from a woman whose 20 some year old, handicapped son had been murdered.  He had been murdered by a couple in their 30’s who were living together in a common law marriage.  They were smoking pot, and drinking beer, and on valium.  They decided that they wanted this handicapped kid’s car and so they murdered him and they took his car.  The news came to this woman on Mother’s Day.  When I got the letter the first words were “What kind of Mother’s Day present is this?”  She was questioning God.  She was hurt.  She was angry.  She was not getting any real strong support from her husband because he was not strong.  I wrote her a letter and I sent you a booklet on the sovereignty of God.  As a result of that she ordered our tapes on “Lord Heal My Hurts”.  She ordered them in memory of her son as a gift to the church.  And that church began doing the series “Lord Heal My Hurts” and she was going through it just fine, and then she said “and then we got to the lesson on forgiveness.  And she said “when I got to that lesson on forgiveness she said she thought ‘Kay, you are off base’”.  She said every sin is not the same.  It is one thing to forgive a white lie.  It is another thing to forgive murder.”  She didn’t see why she had to forgive her sons murderer.  As a matter of fact she said this:
She said she told the class, “I am going to go home and look up what the Vines’ says about brother when it says ‘forgive your brother’.”  She said “I knew it meant brother’s in Christ.”

You see this 34 year old man and woman that killed my son were living as common law.  They admitted that they were on valium etc., so I really didn’t have to forgive him even though one day I hope that he would come to know Jesus.

Now she is in this class and this is about a year and a half after the death of her son.

She said, as they were in the class and they were discussing this, she said I am going to go home and check this out because I don’t think that God means that I have to forgive somebody like that.  One young lady in the group said that she felt the same way as the mafia had killed her younger brother when he was 16, and she couldn’t forgive him.
Another dear lady very new in the Lord spoke up and timidly said “But Virginia, Jesus forgave those who killed Him.”  At that point our leader shared with us that the gal that just said that her first husband had beat her when she was 9 months pregnant and killed the baby before the baby was ever born and so injured her that she would never have another child.
And she said “All I can tell you is that it took me 10 years but when I finally forgave him I was set free.
In your relationships, let me just stop here, in your relationships forgiveness is absolutely essential.  If you will go back and examine some relationships were things aren’t as they ought to be, in all probability you’re going to find a hurt that was never ever forgiven.
She says, “Well Kay I was still determined to check out the Vines’ when I returned home.  Then we went in for the lecture.  You probably know what happened.  As I was sitting there listening to you, my, the wonderful Holy Spirit told me ‘you know that your son has already forgiven these people and you can do nothing less and you must let them know your feelings.  So at that moment I truly forgave them knowing that it was what Jesus wanted me to do.
Why did she forgive; because that was what Jesus wanted.  And you see, the key to every relationship, let me just show you this; the key to every relationship is doing what Jesus wants.  Look at verse 24 of Colossians chapter 3 at the last sentence in that verse:
Colossians 3:24
24knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  
If you will remember that it is Christ that I serve.  If you will remember, look, you are different, you are chosen, you are holy, you are beloved of God.  Because you are chosen and holy and beloved, because you have put off the old man and you have put on the new, therefore, you can do these things.  Not in your own strength but in the strength of the Lord because of what has been done.  

And so as she left the class, she said; “I had to leave immediately after the lecture.  I bent over and told the young lady whose 16 year old brother was murdered what had happened and she said “the Holy Spirit told me the same thing”.  So both of us were set free that day, however the end of this is not played out yet.  I did write to both of them and enclosed a copy of the funeral bulletin and a tape too as I told them, the murderers, the guy and the gal, not to hurt them, but at the end of the service our pastor gave everyone the opportunity to hear the gospel message and ask Jesus into their heart.
And then she goes on.  She wrote the murderers and then the murderer’s mother wrote her back and this is what she said.  This is so neat, I love the way that God weaves things, I love the way that God works when we are so obedient to Him.
She says, “Our son called us yesterday after receiving your letter.  He couldn’t believe that you would and had really forgiven him.  He now has to forgive himself.  We can’t thank you enough for your courageous letter and by it once again I have been shown the loving power of God.  He always makes good out of something even this tragedy.  I have wanted so often to write you and express our grief that such a thing happened but couldn’t seem to find the words to express our sympathy and sorrow at your loss.  Your letter was the things that let me know that I could write without giving you more grief.  Today I know that love of God through Jesus Christ can work in all of our lives to allow us to love and forgive.
You see, when we forgive people see Christ in us.  They see it.
She says, “I am so grateful for your letter and truly believe that it will be the turning point in my sons life to change him into the man that we’ve hoped and prayed for him to become for a long time.

Can you imagine being the mother of the murderer?  Can you imagine having prayed for your son and prayed for your son, and then having your son murder someone?  And now her prayers are being answered, why, because a woman was obedient to walk as Christ Jesus would have her walk.

How’s your relationships?  Are you holding something against your husband?  Are you holding something against your children?  Are you holding something against your wife?  Your employer?  Your employee?  Are you holding something in?  Are you not willing to forgive?  I want to tell you something; it will hurt you greatly.  It will hurt you greatly.  You say, “I just can’t do it!”  But Christ in you can.  Christ in you can!  And let me just say this, you need to take time and go through your life and make sure that there is nothing that you are withholding of forgiveness that another person needs, does not deserve, does not deserve, but needs.  You say, “But they’ll go scot-free.”  Listen, God judges sin.  God judges sin.  You’re not God.  Remember that you are a forgiven person.  He is the forgiver.
Let’s go on:
Colossians 3:14
14Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  
Now listen, in your relationships, in your relationships, if they are going to be what they ought to be, if you want unity instead of schism, and see how the United States of America is so messed up, so fragmented, so full of homes that are filled with hurt and bitterness and anger and malice and wrath and clamoring and all these things because we won’t put on love.  And listen, love, love, will take slaps in the face; love will take slaps in the face, and that is what Christ did on Calvary.  And you and I can put on love because we have put on Christ and God is love.  And when you and I come to know Jesus Christ, Romans 5 says that they love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
Romans 5:5 
5and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

And it says that the Fruit of the Spirit is what?
Love; the first part of that nine fold fruit of the Spirit is love.
Galatians 5:22-25 
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  
23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  
Now this love that he is talking about is this kind of love; it goes back, it’s the agape kind of love.  It is a love that is not sentimental.  It is not emotional, have you got that, it is not emotional.  It is obedient.  It is an obedient love.  It is an act of the will.  It is an act of the will that desires another’s highest good, another’s highest good.  It is something that is unconditional so that when it is given if it is not returned then you don’t stop giving it.  It gives and it gives and it gives and it gives and it does not withhold.  Now how is that in your family?  How is that in your relationships?  See, we represent God and if we are not loving then we are not being what we ought to be.
Colossians 3:15
15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  
This word “rule” is a word that is only used here in all the New Testament and it means to act as an umpire, to act as an umpire, to act as a referee.  And he is saying this, in all of your relationships, in all of your relationships, the peace of God is to rule in your heart.  It is to act as an umpire.  Now it is to act as an umpire if you and I are in a conflict, if there is a conflict going on, then the things that is to determine how that conflict is handled is what, is the peace of God.  So when he says, “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, it is thought of in 2 different ways and then I’ll put it all together.  It is thought of; in your relationships I am to go for peace.  Now listen, not compromise.  Not compromising the Lord because I serve the Lord.  So this is not a compromise, but this is, what is going to make for peace?  What is going to make for peace means that sometimes you back down.  It means that you don’t always go after what you want because it’s not going to bring peace and it is not worth it.  But he says also “let the peace of God rule in your hearts” so that, and I would put it down this way, so that there is not any decision or any action that you take unless you have peace in your heart.
I want to tell you something, there are times when I have acted without peace in my heart.  When there has been a question about whether I should do something or not and I didn’t have peace in my heart.  And when I didn’t have peace in my heart and I went ahead and did it, I blew it.  And it causes, and this is not too long ago, I didn’t have total peace in my heart.  I thought this is what I ought to do in this relationship.  And I thought this is what I ought to do; I thought this will help this person, but my husband said to me, “I’m not sure that it is going to have that effect.  I’m not sure that you should do that.”  And there was a little bit of troubling in my heart; well really should I or shouldn’t I?  And I thought, “I know what my heart is, I’ll go ahead and do it”.  And I want to tell you something, it caused a schism.  It caused a schism.  So here is a wonderful, wonderful, wonderful rule; in all your relationships, in all your dealings, let peace act as an arbitrator.  Let peace act as an umpire.  If you doubt, if you doubt, don’t.  If you have no peace, don’t, and just wait on the Lord.  The Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace….  So you have to say to the Holy Spirit, “Holy Spirit, if this is not of you then show me.  If it is of You then give me Your peace in my heart.  And when you do that , I mean it really will help you to walk.  Some many times we don’t know what to do and here is a good rule of thumb.
Colossians 3:15-16
15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  
And then he says let; now he has moved from put to let.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, verse 16, let the word of Christ; here you’ve got the peace of Christ and you have the word of Christ.
16Let  the word of £Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  
Now when he says this, when he talks to us about the word of Christ richly dwelling within you, I want to ask you a question.  Is the word of Christ richly dwelling within you?
One of my fears, and it is a legitimate fear, is that you would go through Precept and that you would get all the doctrine and you would have all the answers and all the knowledge and it would end there and it would not be lived out so that you could correct anybody just like that and you could quote them chapter and verse.  But here wisdom, wisdom is taking knowledge and being able to apply it to life.  And if you want wisdom, if you want wisdom, wisdom comes from understanding God and so you need to be in the Word.  Now I’m telling that to people that have worked all day, that come here at night or come here with their husband’s at night, and it is at the end of the day and you’re tired and this is not easy and that, and I know that you’re in the word but I will tell you something, there is more than just rushing through, there is more than just getting the facts, there is more than just writing down the answers.  There is that meditation on it.  There is that feasting on it.  There is that dwelling in you, being at home in you and if you will let the word of God be at home in you, if you’ll let the word of God be at home in you, then you will find yourself walking in wisdom.  You will find yourself able to instruct one another in wisdom and you will find yourself having joy, joy in your heart.  And listen, a person that walks that way is a joy to be around.  And it will help your relationships.  It will help your relationships with your family.  They will delight to be with you.
Now he says: teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  
Admonishing means to put in mind, to put in mind.  And you see, you and I constantly have to be reminded of spiritual things.

Just at our Teen Conference that we had just this past weekend…..

Saw one of the teens and told her to tell her mom that she needed to come up there because she had not seen her in a long time.

This teen’s mother was going through hell with one of her daughters.  She said “I hate her.  I hate her.”  She said “And I’ve been telling all of these people all of this time, ‘if you just walk in the word, and you just knew the word everything else would be simple’”.  She said, “This is not simple.  I hate her and I shouldn’t hate her’ I’m her mother.”…She said “I haven’t been in the word for months on end.”

And I’ll tell you, you get away from the word, you get away from that which makes you what you are, and you’ll find that it will affect your relationships.  Your relationship with God will affect all of your other relationships.  Your relationship with God will enable you also to handle all of your other relationships.

Then he moves on down and he gets very, very specific.

Before he gets specific he says:

Colossians 3:17 through Colossians 4:1
17Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, He is going to bring the Lord constantly before us -  Do it in the name of the Lord.  giving thanks through Him to God the Father.


18Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  
19Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.  
20Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.  
21Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.


22Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  
23Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,  
24knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  
25For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.
Colossians 4:1 
1Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven. 

So he keeps saying in the Lord, in the Lord.  It is the Lord that you are serving.  So, in these relationships, in these human lateral relationships that you have here, this relationship here with 
the Lord will hold you in here (human relationships) no matter what.

How can wives submit to their husbands?  How can wives submit to their husbands?  That submission by the way is a choice.  A man, and listen very carefully men, a man is not to make his wife submit.  A man is never commanded to make his wife submit.  The tense of the verb here 
18Wives, be subject Wives be subject is in the middle voice.  The middle voice means that the wife does it not the husband.  to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
So if your wife doesn’t submit, you can’t make her submit.  She has got to make the choice.  To submit simply means, like this; here is the husband, it means to arrange yourself under the husband.

And I will tell you this and you know from watching me, from listening to me, that you are looking at one strong willed woman.  But I know this, that because God has ordained it, and I will tell you this, I am strong willed and I am a woman who has lived and raised children without a husband because I was married and divorced and then I was saved and my husband committed suicide.  So I’ve had time running my own house and making my own decisions but I am married now.  And if that relationship is going to be what God ordained it to be then I have to submit.  And I submit, not as unto Jack, but I submit as unto the Lord.  So it doesn’t matter what Jack is or what Jack does, I submit because I serve the Lord.  And when I don’t submit it is not that I am disobeying Jack, it is that I am disobeying the Lord and therefore I am disobeying Jack.  It puts a whole new light on it.  Now it says submit unto him as unto the Lord so if Jack would come along and tell me to do something that is opposite of what the word of God says, that is a transgression of the word of God, then, I do not have to submit.  Now I say this, and that is very rare, but I say this because I deal with a lot of women whose husbands are asking them to them to do the most ungodly, ungodly things.  I am thinking of several cases.  So it is as unto the Lord.  So in my relationship to my husband I am to submit  because I am serving God.
Now if you are a husband what is your command?  Your command is not to make your wife submit and that is what so many men have been taught.  They have said and I have heard it and I have seen it; “You submit.  You submit.  You’re the wife.  That is what the word of God says.  You better behave.  You make me sick.  What kind of a godly woman are you.  You’re not godly at all you’re just”….and they take off on them.  Now I want to tell you something.  That husband is sinning royally because it says “19Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 
And if we would go to Ephesians it is as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her.  The husband has the hardest job.  He is to love his wife unconditionally.  Ephesians says that he is to nourish and cherish her.  It is like putting her under his wing.  He is to nourish her.
Ephesians 5:25-29 
25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  
26so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  
27that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  
28So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself;  
29for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 
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Costel is the epitome of loving your wife as Christ loves the church.  He is an example to me over and over and over again in allsorts of situations of a godly, godly man that shows me what Jesus Christ is really like.  He loves his wife and he does everything he can to meet her needs.  See, love meets another persons needs as long as their needs are legitimate needs.  And it says, 19Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 
So no bitterness, no anger, no “oh, I hate you, you make me do this…..”.  I want to tell you something, if you do that to a woman and she will wilt, she will really wilt.  And I will tell you this; that you can look at a wife and tell what kind of a husband she’s got.  You can look at a wife and tell what kind of husband she’s got, usually, because a normal woman that is loved and cherished blossoms under that.
But you say, “How can I love my wife she’s not loveable?”  You’re serving the Lord.  You’re holy, chosen, beloved of God.  You’re forgiven and you have Christ in you.
Colossians 3:20
20Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.  
This word obedient means obedient.  I mean this means that the parents call the shots.  And I want to tell you something, we live in a society where that is not taking place.  As parents you are responsible for your children and you are responsible to be their authority.  They are responsible to obey you and that is well pleasing to the Lord.

Colossians 3:21
21Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.
Now I want to tell you something, there are some parents that will break a kid and they break a kid because there is no pleasing them, absolutely no pleasing them.  They don’t bring home straight A’s, they don’t do this, they don’t do that, and they hold a line and I want to tell you something a lot of fathers are driving their kids away from them and in the process away from what should be their image of the Lord.  Does God hold a hard and fast line with His children?  Does He?  He has a high standard of righteousness but when I fall His mercies are new and fresh each morning and His compassions fail not.

Lamentations 3:22-23 
22The LORD’S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, 

For His compassions never fail.

23They are new every morning;

Great is Your faithfulness.

Then he goes on and he talks about slaves obeying their masters on earth.  Every time he deals with slaves and masters, and he is talking about slaves and masters; he doesn’t try to set them free but he tells them how to live in that relationship.  And the slave is to be in obedience to the master and the master, the master is to treat his slave knowing that he has a Master in heaven.
Colossians 3:22 through Colossians 4:1
22Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  
23Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,  
24knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  
25For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.

Colossians 4:1 
1Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven. 

So here is the outworking of this.  It gets right down to the nitty-gritty in all of our relationships and then in verse 2 of chapter 4, this is what he says:

Colossians 4:2-3 
2Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving;  
3praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; 

One of the things, and one of the reasons that I believe that our Christianity and our walk with the Lord is dull, insipid, lacking power and lacking joy is because we don’t devote ourselves to prayer.  Now listen, if, if everything, and that is what Colossians is saying, if everything in the Christian life is found in Christ, if it is found in Christ then I am to constantly be running to my source, constantly drawing from my source.  And see, we don’t devote ourselves to prayer.  Prayer is talking to God.  Prayer is communicating to God.  In Matthew 6 when He says pray in this way, he gives us every aspect of prayer.
Matthew 6:9-13 
9“Pray, then, in this way: 

‘Our Father who is in heaven,

Hallowed be Your name.   So there is worship.  There is adoration there

10Your kingdom come.  There is allegiance there
Your will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.  There is submission there.

11‘Give us this day our daily bread.  There is petition there.

12‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  There is confession and forgiveness there.

13‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. There is vigilance there.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’

Now if you take all of those aspects of prayer and you begin to devote yourself to prayer, and this means habitually, so that you and I, in Thessalonians it says that you and I, as we walk, we are to pray without ceasing.
1 Thessalonians 5:17
17pray without ceasing;  
18in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

Does that mean that I am to always be going around talking to God, no.  I believe that it means this; that I am to walk in such a way that I am in constant communion with God, that while my body may be going like this and my mouth may be going like that, my soul is always on it’s knees, worshipping, thanking, giving my allegiance to Him, telling Him that I want His will, needing His leadership, asking Him for what I need in dependence, in dependence, in dependence.  And I could tell you story after story after story, but kind of to wrap it all up and he goes on and he gives us one last admonition and that is to 
Colossians 4:6 
6Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.

So that we speak acceptably and he is talking about, ok, now you are a child of God, what is coming out of your mouth?  And is it seasoned with grace so that it is palatable like seasoning with salt.  As we look at all of this and we tie it all together I believe that the thing that we’re missing, the thing that we are missing in our Christian walk is this devotion, this devotion to prayer.  Now I am not talking about having to spend hours behind closed doors, but I am talking about being so devoted to communion with God that it becomes a habit of life of committing everything to Him plus I am talking about that secret closet of prayer.  But laying everything before Him.
I got a letter recently and it is from a single parent, divorced with a 15 year old son.
Life is hell around here.  Son is angry and rebellious…Mom wanted to send him to his father.  She was falling apart….constant yelling and rebelling against everything that I asked him to do
You see in this family of Christians, a Christian son and a Christian mother.  What you see is the opposite of what we’ve been talking about.  You don’t see kindness and compassion and humility and that.  You see bickering and anger and wrath and all of those things that we are not to have anything to do with.
She cried to the Lord about the child that He gave me.  And if I left you with anything, as I have been reading through the Word of God, I see “They cried to God.  They cried to God.  They cried to God.  They cried to God”  Just these past days I have seen God answer prayer so specifically, so specifically.  I would cry to Him about something, I would cry to Him about something and He would give me that answer.  Now sometimes He does not give the answer but we are to constantly cry out to Him.  He is our source.
And so she says, “I cried to the Lord about the child that He gave me.  We counseled with a youth pastor and he made a contract which was broken immediately.  I was desperate and felt like I was going to have a nervous breakdown.  All I did was cry.  Finally my friend lent me your teen boot camp cassettes.  I had removed the TV from my home 2 weeks earlier so we began listening to a tape a night.  After 2 to 3 weeks my son confided with me that while at his dad’s house he was reading pornographic literature and watching porn video.  He said “Mom, I’ve been sinning at dad’s house.”  Praise God for the Holy Spirit conviction through the ministry of those tapes.  We got on our knees as asked God to forgive Mike and claimed several Bible verses.
Now I want to tell you something, some parents would have been so mad at that kid that they would have jerked a knot in them, they would have refused to forgive them, they wouldn’t have lived the way that this says to live.  But here is a mother who cries to God, God gives an answer, God begins to work in the son and they ask for God’s forgiveness; all these things are in play.

We got on our knees and he talked about how he didn’t want to hurt anyone and how he wanted a pure marriage.  My son made a commitment that he does not want to go over to his dad’s after this coming weekend because he said that the pornography was like a drug, you want more and more.  And then she goes on with the letter just telling of her son’s hearts desire and the covenant that he has made with his eyes not to look at a maid.

It is living it out.  What that son did was, he put away those things that were keeping him from the Lord and he began to walk in the way that he should walk.  That happened though because a mother devoted herself to prayer in her anguish, in her frailty and God heard that prayer.  And because she responded to the child as a parent should respond, not exasperating the child but being kind to the child.

Well you’ve learned a lot in Colossians.  Most of it is about your relationship with Christ and the truths of what has happened to you.  But you see, those truths are only beneficial to you and they are only beneficial to me in the light of the way that we live.  It is never just knowledge but it is knowledge that becomes living epistles known and read of all men.  So he hit it in a staccato way.  I’ve hit it in a staccato way, very rapidly, very quickly.  The question now is what are you and I going to do with what we know?  How are we going to live?  What are we going to do?  Have you been submitting?  Have you been loving?  Have you been obeying?  Have you been provoking?  Have you been bitter?  Have you been void of prayer?  Have you been compassionate?  Have you been kind?  Have you been walking in humility?  And the last thing and the most important thing is have you forgiven?  Have you forgiven?  You belong to God.  You are chosen.  You are holy.  You’re beloved.  Now live like it.

Let’s pray:

Father, we bow before You.  Father, thank You that Your Word is alive and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword.  I thank You that it is a discerner of the thoughts and the intents of the heart.  And Father I pray that we would let it have free course in us so that when Christ who is our life appears and we’re with Him in glory we will not be ashamed.  We thank You now and praise You, in Jesus’ holy name.  Amen.
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