PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 2 – LECTURE NOTES

“COLOSSIANS:  GOD’S INSPECTING ROD”

Colossians:  the book that shows us that we are complete in Him.

Colossians:  the book that takes care of the heresies and keeps you right on track, in balance with your Christianity.  This is what we want to look at today as we look at an overview of the book of Colossians.  I want to share with you something that I believe that will help you whenever you read a New Testament epistle and I want to use Colossians to illustrate that.  Whenever you read a New Testament epistle you need to ask God what is the author’s purpose in writing this book, because every book has a specific purpose.  Authors were to be under-shepherds.  If you look at Paul, Paul was an under-shepherd under God.  If you look at Peter, Peter was an under-shepherd under God.   As under-shepherds they were responsible for the care and for the welfare of flock that God had placed underneath them.
If you look at 1 Peter chapter 5, and we will look at verses 2 through 4, we will see this principle.

1 Peter 5:2-4 
2shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;  
3nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.  
4And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 
So he is talking to us, Peter is talking to those under him, the elders, to shepherd the flock of God.  And what you see is, when you read the epistles, you see Paul shepherding those that were under him knowing that he is accountable to God.

In Acts chapter 20, if you will go there for just a minute, you see his care of his sheep.

Acts 20:28-29

28“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  
29“I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;  
Now, what I believe Paul does, and Peter does, and the other New Testament writers that have churches under them, where you see in the epistles is, what they are doing is through their writing they are shepherding the flock of God.  They are taking care of them.  They are watching over them, they are instructing them.
Now, as you go back in the Old Testament you would see, what the shepherds did was, periodically they would have the sheep pass through a little gate or a little place where only one could go at a time.  And they would have a rod there and they would stop that sheep with the rod and they would examine that sheep.  And so it was called “passing under the rod”.  They would do that to examine the sheep, they would do that to number the sheep, they would do that to separate many times the sheep from the goats.  So passing under the rod was a term that was used by shepherds for the inspection, and the care, and the welfare of their sheep.  Let me show you that in Ezekiel chapter 20.

In Ezekiel chapter 20 verse 37

Ezekiel 20:37-38 
37“I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant;  
38and I will purge from you the rebels and those who transgress against Me; I will bring them out of the land where they sojourn, but they will not enter the land of Israel. Thus you will know that I am the LORD.

So what he is saying to the people is, I am going to pass you under the rod, and as I pass you under the rod I am going to separate you in the passing of the rod, from the rebels; from those that are not walking properly.

Now, what does a New Testament epistle do?  A New Testament epistle, I believe, puts down the rod of God, the Word of God, and it passes the sheep under that rod to inspect them, but also to separate them from that which is wrong or from wrong teachers that have crept in that would seduce the flock of God.

One by one they would pass under and as they pass under the shepherd would minutely inspect that sheep.  And then in the inspection of the sheep, he would know if he needed an ointment for his head or an ointment for his nostrils.  He would know if he needed any kind of salve on his skin.  He would know exactly the state of that flock and then he would take exactly what that sheep needed or what those sheep needed and he would provide that for the sheep.  I believe this is what happens in New Testament epistles.  He writes a letter to those that are at Colossae, to the church at Colossae, and he uses, knowing what is going on, he takes the rod of the Word of God, he passes the sheep under it and sees what they need and then in that epistle he gives them exactly what they need.  So although you see Ephesians similar to Colossians, although you see a lot of Paul’s epistles carrying common truths in them, still you will see them emphasis to a greater depth, or a lesser extent depending on the need of that particular group of people.  So, this is I believe what the New Testament epistles do.  I would just tell you that the New Testament epistles, and you might want to write it down just so you have it, are much like passing under the shepherds rod.
New Testament Epistles
#1.  For a time of examination

a)  A time to find out deficiencies
Where are they lacking in their understanding
b)  A time for problems or potential problems
What are the problems that need to be dealt with, or potential problems?  And this is what I think we see at Colossae.  I think there were valid problems but in giving us the book of Colossians the Holy Spirit looks down through the ages and He sees that you and I are going to have needs also.  So in writing to the church of Colossae, because God is sovereign, because He is eternal, He knows what is coming in our generation and in every other generation, so in all the New Testament combined He provids everything that you and I will need for every single age.  So he looks also at potential problems.
#2.  For a time of separation: false from true
And what he does is, in that time of separation, he separates the false from the true.  And he lays down the doctrine of the Word of God, exposing that which is false, saying it is false or showing it to be false by what he lays down in the Word of God, and then that separates because you come to The Book, and you read The Book, and you either believe The Book or you don’t believe The Book.  And as you read it, it examines you and your beliefs and you see where you are wrong or where you are right.  It also causes you to examine the teaching that you are hearing and to see if that teaching is on target.  Is it in the balance of the whole counsel of the Word of God?
Let me give you 2 Scriptures to show you this in case you ever want to teach it for the passing under the rod that it is a time of separation, that it is a time of counting.

Jeremiah talks about separation and Leviticus talks about numbering.

Leviticus 27:32   Talks about numbering
32‘ For every tenth part of herd or flock, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the LORD. 

Jeremiah 33:13   Talks about separation

13‘In the cities of the hill country, in the cities of the lowland, in the cities of the Negev, in the land of Benjamin, in the environs of Jerusalem and in the cities of Judah, the flocks will again pass under the hands of the one who numbers them,’ says the LORD.
It is a time of separation of the false from the true.
I want to tell you one other thing that you need to do.
Whenever you read a book of the Bible you need to:

Look for the admonitions.  An admonition is something – the word means to put in mind.  What does he want to put in their mind?  What does he want to remind them of?
You need to look for the warning, when he says “Beware”, “stay away from”, “don’t let this happen”.
You need to look for specific instructions.

You need to look for the doctrines that are stressed because it is the shepherd’s food for the sheep’s need.
As you read through the book of Colossians you can pick up Paul’s concern can’t you?  You can pick it up, it is very clear and it is very evident.  He is concerned for his sheep.  Why?  What’s happened?
I want to take you back and give you a little historical background.  Paul is in prison.  Go to Colossians chapter 4 and let me show you this.

Colossians 4:3 
3praying at the same time for us as well,   He is telling them to devote themselves to prayer
that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; 

This is one of Paul’s prison epistles.  Paul is imprisoned in Rome.  If you will go to the last chapter of Acts.  Somebody said that Acts really just doesn’t close because it keeps on going with the history of the church.  In Acts chapter 28
Acts 28:16-17 
16When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who was guarding him. 


17After three days Paul called together those who were the leading men of the Jews, and when they came together, he began saying to them, “Brethren, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.  

Acts 28:20 
20“For this reason, therefore, I requested to see you and to speak with you, for I am wearing this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel.” 
And then he delivers them the gospel.  And when he delivers the gospel, he talks to them from morning until evening.
Acts 28:24-27 
24Some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe.  
25And when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one parting word, “The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers,  
26saying, 

    ‘Go to this people and say,

    “You will keep on hearing, but will not understand;

    And you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive;


27    For the heart of this people has become dull,

    And with their ears they scarcely hear,

    And they have closed their eyes;

    Otherwise they might see with their eyes,

    And hear with their ears,

    And understand with their heart and return,

    And I would heal them.”’

Oh how careful we want to be, that we have eyes to see and ears to hear and hearts to believe.  They had the opportunity and many of them turned away from it and as a result they ended up in eternal damnation.

Acts 28:28 
28“Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen.” 
Acts 28:30-31 
30And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him,  
31preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered.
And it just ends like that.  Now, it is during this time, and you want to write this down, that he write Philemon, and Colossians, and Ephesians, and Philippians.
Now there is one other thing that we know.  We know that when he was in Rome, some time during that time, Epaphras was with him.  Go back to Colossians chapter 4

Colossians 4:12 
12Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings,  If he was sending his greetings then he’s with Paul isn’t he?
 always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God. 
Epaphras was very burdened for them.  And he was laboring fervently that they would stand perfect in the Lord, mature in the Lord is what it means, and fully assured in the will of God.  And as he prayed for them we see that he had others on his heart.
Colossians 4:13 
13For I testify for him that he has a deep concern for you and for those who are in Laodicea and Hierapolis. 
Why this burden?  Go to Colossians chapter 1.  In Colossians chapter 1 you see that it was Epaphras that took the gospel to Colossae.  It was not Paul.  It was Epaphras.
In Colossians chapter 1 verse 6 he is talking about the grace of God in truth, them understanding the grace of God in truth.
Colossians 1:6-7 
6which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;  
7just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf, 
Scholars feel that what happened was this:
When Paul was on his 3rd missionary journey and he went to Ephesus.  Ephesus was about100 miles east of Colossae.  That when Paul, on his 3rd missionary journey, went to Ephesus, that in all probability, Epaphras came over from Colossae to hear the gospel.  Let me take you to Acts chapter 19.  In Acts chapter 19 we find Paul in Ephesus and speaking in the synagogue and then getting kicked out

Acts 19:1 
1It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 
Acts 19:8-10 
8And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God.  
9But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way   that’s what they called the Christians.
before the people, he withdrew from them and took away the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 
10This took place for two full years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.
Now Ephesus is in Asia and Colossae was in Asia.  So they think that what happened was, he preached there - this says we get 2 years and 3 months but if you go to Acts chapter 20 we are going to see that he was there a total of 3 years.
Acts 20:17-21 
17From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church.  
18And when they had come to him, he said to them, 

“You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time,  
19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews;  
20how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house,  
21solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Acts 20:31-35 
31“Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.  
Why is he admonishing them and what is his concern?
32“And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  
33“I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or clothes.  
34“You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my own needs and to the men who were with me.  
35“In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
The whole time he was there he behaved himself the way a man of God ought to behave.  And he want s them to remember that, why?   Look at verse 28

Acts 20:28-30 
28“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  
29“I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;  
30and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 
Now, I believe that Epaphras came up to Ephesus, listened to Paul, watched his lifestyle, got the doctrine, went back, took the gospel – how long is was before it happened… but he had established that church and then grievous wolves came in, men with false doctrines, with heresies, seeking to draw away disciples after themselves.  And in all probability, Epaphras then went to Rome.  Now Philemon calls him a fellow soldier and a fellow prisoner of Jesus Christ so it could be that he was imprisoned there but maybe he was just so identifying with Paul that Paul called him a fellow prisoner.  But he went to Paul in all probability and shared with Paul his concerns for the church at Colossae.  Paul then, being concerned for the church at Colossae, being the under-shepherd under Christ, being the apostle responsible for those churches and Epaphras under him, then, sat down and as a good shepherd, wrote this epistle to those at Colossae.
Now let’s look at Paul’s concern.  Go to Colossians chapter 2

Colossians 2:1-3

1For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face,  
So we know that they have never seen Paul face to face.  But he says I am in a struggle for you.

This word for struggle is agon with a long mark over the o.  Now what could you add to that?  What word?  You could add a “y” and you would see agony.  Ok, so he was in agony.  He was in a struggle.  They word agon implies a struggle.  It implies a gathering, a contest.  It is translated conflict, fight, opposition, race, struggle.  So you get that tension in there.  So there is tension in Paul’s heart over those that are there at Colossae and those that are there in Laodicea.  He is having a struggle for those who have not personally seen his face.  Now the struggle is, and I would write this down:

The struggle is that their hearts would be encouraged.  And I just want to kinds show you that as he passes them under the rod we are going to see the problems in Colossae.  First of all his struggle is that their hearts would be encouraged.
2that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding,   See, there is a wealth of life that comes to you when you have a full assurance of understanding of the Word of God and the person of Jesus Christ.
resulting in a true knowledge  I would underline true because apparently what’s happened is others have come in and they are giving them a false knowledge of Jesus Christ.  They’re not saying the truth about Jesus Christ.  And actually in Colossians you are going to see that the conflict is that they are making Christ less than what He is.  They are bringing Christ down instead of seeing Him as the Preeminent One, etc.
resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself,  
3in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  
So this is his struggle.

His struggle is:
#1  That their hearts be encouraged.

A.  Having been knit together in love
B. Attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself.
You are going to go into a study of that and it is going to be good.

His first one is that their hearts be encouraged.  Their hearts are going to be encouraged by a true knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Now what you see then is the problem.  Ok, as you pass them under the rod you see the problem.  He is inspecting them and as they go under the rod you see a problem.  There is a problem.  They are off base.  There are some there that are off base or they’re out of balance on the person and the work of Jesus Christ.  They are off base on the person and the work of Jesus Christ.  So that is his first struggle.

The second struggle is that they not be deluded with persuasive arguments.

#2.  That they not be deluded with persuasive arguments.

Now these false teachers that had come in, these teachers that wanted to take disciples after them, these grievous, grievous, wolves that were coming in, apparently were promoting a philosophy. 

Colossians 2:4-5
4I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument.  
5For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ. 
In other words, I look at you and I see that you’ve got discipline in your life and I see that you’ve got stability in Christ and in your life but I’m concerned.  I’m concerned that somebody is going to take you away with a persuasive argument so I’m coming now to tell you these things.
Colossians 2:8

8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.  

Now what you’ll find many times in countries, for instance, you go down to Guatemala, that is where we have a work going.  You go down to Mexico City, we have a work going in Mexico City; in Venezuela, and you will find that when Christianity came in, or when people came in proclaiming Jesus Christ, that many times the people, the Indians, the Maya Indians, the Keechi Indians, the other Indians, would come in and they would be brought into the church, they would be baptized and declared members of the church but they did not know who Christ really was.  What they did was, when they came in they brought all their heathen,-- they brought the baggage of all their heathen beliefs.  The church instead of stopping that and standing true to the Word, allowed them to come in just, many times to get them into the church and they brought in their heathen things so that you can go to a church in Guatemala, it is a Roman Catholic church, and I’m not knocking the Roman Catholics, I’m telling you what’s going on down there.  It is different there than it is here.  So you go into the church and as you go into the church there is no place to sit at all but there is these little shrines and there are Indians there burning candles.  You go up in this one church and as you go into the church, there up in front where the altar is supposed to be there is a glass coffin.  In that glass coffin there is a statue of Jesus Christ.  He has long brown hair and he has a crown on his head and all of these pretty robes on and everything and his hands like this and I think a cross over his chest, I’m not sure.  But what you see around that coffin then, is you see men praying with these women.  This is what I saw and I said, “What are they doing?”  And then down here I saw like a little shrine with a chicken inside it.  Not a real chicken but a statue of a chicken.  And I saw all of these people going like this and going like that (bowing), and saying prayers and everything.  And then I saw this man up there with this woman obviously in distress and everything.  It was a witchdoctor.  And the witchdoctor was calling on Jesus to help this woman so that she would not lose her farm.  And then this little shrine was for a plague that was destroying their chickens.  And outside the church were the witchdoctors with all their fires going and they would fill their incense pots and they would stand in front of that church and swing those incense pots.  Now what’s happened?  You need to listen very, very carefully, we need, as Jude says, to earnestly contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.
Jude 1:3 
3Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 
Now our hearts have to be knit together in love.  And I must do it in love but love does not compromise truth.  Love must love God so much that it stands with the truth and earnestly contends for the truth even if it causes a separation.  That is exactly what you are seeing in Colossians.  He says, “I see your stability in the faith” but I am concerned.  See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy, through empty deception after the traditions of men.  

Colossians 2:5,  8 
5For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ. 
So much in our Christianity, or a lot in our Christianity is traditions of men and not Bible and so you have to be very, very careful.  So he says”

8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world,   What the world wants to come in and infiltrate the church    rather than according to Christ.  

So here is his problem; that they be not deluded with these persuasive arguments that would take them into philosophy, empty deception, tradition, etc.  You got it?  Ok, so let’s put the problem over here.  The second problem as he passes them under the rod.  As he passes them under the rod the problem is philosophy, traditions of men, etc., verses Christ and the Word of God.
Problem
Philosophy, empty deception, traditions of men - VERSES - Christ and the Word of God.

The Word of God is your plumb line.  If you want to know what is straight, what is true, like when you are hanging wall paper, or you’re putting up a board, or your building a building, you drop a plumb line.  You take a plumb bob and you put it on the end of the string.  What is does is, it will swing back and forth and then eventually it will stand there.  Now if I am leaning this way you may think I am straight especially if you’re leaning that way looking at me.  But when I drop the plumb line you begin to see that I’m not straight.  Ok, so the Word of God is our plumb line and we have to bring every philosophy, every bit of psychology, every tradition, everything, up against the Word of God.  That’s what we have to do and that’s what he was doing as he passed them under the rod.
What does he warn them of?  These are his struggle.  This is his struggle; that they would be encouraged in the true knowledge of Jesus Christ, that they would not be deluded with arguments.  Now he comes with some warnings.  And I want to look at those warnings and as we look at those warnings we’ll look also at the problems that made him give those warnings.

Warnings

#1.  Don’t let people judge you.

Don’t let people judge you in regard to food, drink, festivals, new moons, Sabbath days.  Let me read it in Colossians 2 verse 16.  He says all of this now, after he gives verse 8, he talks about Christ---I want to be careful because I don’t want to give you too much.  I don’t want to spoil your joy of discovery in the book.  But when you get to verse 16 he says “Therefore”
Colossians 2:16-17
16Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day—  
17things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.  
What is the problem there?  The problem is this:  That the emphasis is on the wrong things.  What you see here is a form of legalism, a form of legalism.  Only it is different than what the Judaizers were presenting.  This is kind of an off shoot of their legalism.  But here, if you really love God you’re going to worship this new moon, you’re going to keep this Sabbath; you’re going to celebrate this festival.  So the problem was that there was legalism or emphasis on the wrong things.  I want to tell you something, a lot of people lose their children, their teenagers, to Jesus Christ, or they lose them for awhile to their Christianity because they had the emphasis on the wrong syllable.  So they have the emphasis on the wrong syllable.  They had the emphasis on the wrong thing and they try and govern their kids and have this strict legalism instead of teaching them about their relationship with Jesus Christ.
The second warning is this:
#2.  Don’t let anyone defraud you of your prize
Colossians 2:18-19 
18Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize   When you read that immediately you know, hey, there’s a prize coming!  There is a prize coming, there is a reward coming.

If you watch the lets you’ll see some of these things.
18Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,  
Now catch the contrast.
19and not holding fast to the head,   Who is the head?  Jesus   from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. 

So, don’t let anyone defraud you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement, by worship of angels, by taking a stand on visions, a stand on visions and not holding fast to the Word.  

Now do you see how this can apply to today?  Do you see?  There are people who have had experiences and when I have shared with them about, and I’m not against experiences, believe me, I’m not.  But every experience, every experience has to be brought alongside the plumb line of the Word. And if it does not match up, and I’ve had people share their experience and I’ve said, “But darling, the Word says.”  And even though I say “But darling” they get upset with me and they say “I want to tell you something, I don’t care what the Word of God says.  I know what I experienced.”  See, he is passing them under the rod and we have to be careful.  Listen, everything that works is not necessarily from God.  The enemy can make things work but oh the end result of them.  There is physic surgery and it can be performed so that literally goiters are removed from the body, and tumors are removed from bodies by physic surgery and you do get healed.  But oh the hell that follows the healing because you have opened yourself to the enemy.  So the problem here is ungodly mysticism.  You want to write down the problem

Problem

Ungodly mysticism
An emphasis on supernatural powers or supernatural experiences so that Christ is not in His proper place.

He is the head of the body.  He is the one that we are to hold fast to.  He is the One that we are to grow in.  So that is the problem.

Number 3.  The third warning is:
Warning
#3.  Don’t submit yourself to decrees that have the appearance of wisdom in;

a. In self-made religion

b. In self-abasement

c. In severe treatment of the body

Do you know what Martin Luther did to himself?  Martin Luther wanted to be a holy man of God.  He lived in a body of flesh like we all do.  And so there were some decrees that were taught, some teaching that was taught, and that is; that if you could afflict this body then you could bring it under control.  So, closed in a cell in a monastery he would literally flog and beat himself trying to bring his flesh under control.  Now that is a wrong decree.  Don’t submit yourself to decrees like this.  Listen, in verse 20 he says….

Colossians 2:20-23
20If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  
21“Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!”  
Now that has a lot of implications.  We won’t go into them
22(which all refer to things destined to perish with use)—in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  
23These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

That didn’t help Martin Luther at all.  What helped Martin Luther was to get saved.  That really helped him a lot.  It took care of his handling of his flesh.  That didn’t mean that his flesh didn’t have desires but he had the ability to handle those desires.
There is not a warning in a sense given in chapter 3 but there is an exhortation that is so strong in chapter 3 and it has to do with the fact of; you have put off the old man, you have put on the new man, therefore, live in what you have in the new man.  So there is an exhortation in chapter 3 that has to do with this renewal and that exhortation is a call to holiness.  It is a call to holiness.  It is a call to the sanctification that befits your salvation.
Exhortation
A call to holiness.  A call to the sanctification that befits your salvation.
Now, why these warnings?  Why this exhortation?  Why this struggle?  Well, it is because of what was going on in Colossae.  Let me give you a little bit of historical background, very quickly, on Colossae.
Colossae was on a trade route.  And because any city this is ever on a trade route, you have a lot of people from different backgrounds that come into that city.  So the population during Paul’s time, it use to be a more popular city and a bigger city, but by the time of Paul it was just a little pee-dunk town.  The population during the time of Paul consisted of Jews, and you might want to write this down.  It consisted of Jews, because this is important, Phrygians 
(let me spell it.  I hope that I pronounced it right.  I just have a, just don’t ever imitate me.  I never learned phonetics as a kid.  My mother thought I would never learn how to read.  I’m just not naturally intelligent.  So don’t imitate me.  I looked it up in a book and it told you how to pronounce it and I couldn’t even figure it out.  I’m serious.  I meant to bring the book down and have one of you help me before I started.  But I think it is ………anyway, it was cold!   Phyr – Have I got that right  Phry  see!  I practiced at home.  It didn’t do me any good did it?  I get nervous up here. Phrygia or you could add an n.)

So they were Phrygian’s – frozen Phrygian’s, and Greek settlers were there.
Phrygia was a place of oriental mysticism.  

I’m so glad that I’m not going to have to pronounce that word again anymore.

It was the adopted home of oriental mysticism.. This is very important.  Just stop and think with me about the problems that we went over.  The problems that we looked at, in fact I forgot to give you the problem that goes with the exhortation in Colossians chapter 3.  The problem there would be licentiousness or loose living.
Problem (chapter 3)

Licentiousness or loose living
Now when you looked at these people, Jews, what would Jews bring with them?  They would bring the Law.  They would bring legalism with them.  What would the Greeks bring with them?  Their gods.  What kind of living is that?  Idolatry – their gods were very immoral.  So you would see licentiousness.  You would see the Jews and then you would see the Greeks and then you would see these “cold” people – Phrygians.  So you would see these cold people, and as you saw them, if that was the home of oriental mysticism, what would you see them bringing?  Mysticism.  So, legalism, licentiousness, and mysticism.  Also, in all of this, was an upcoming philosophy, I mean belief, which you saw, which was what?  Gnosticism.  So you would see Gnosticism.  Now, they believe that there was a lot of influence also from the Essenes.  They were a religious sect and their emphasis was on knowledge.  Knowledge, that is where we get Gnosticism.  The emphasis is on knowledge.
Let me tell you three things about Gnosticism.  There is far more that we could go into but, well, let me see – 10 minutes – let me try it.

Gnostics taught:

#1.  Supremacy of knowledge
The Gnostics taught a supremacy of knowledge.  In other words, they taught that certain people could attain a knowledge of God that others could not attain.  It was not a knowledge that came by studying the Word of God precept upon precept, or line upon line, or getting to know the Word of God.  But it was kind of a knowledge that came from a higher experience or because it came from an elite group of people.

Now I’ve got a woman that is writing me right now that is just telling me that I am just all wet in my study on the names of God.  I am all wet because there is a teacher that she has been listening to and the Hebrew words are coded.  The Hebrew words are coded.  So she is saying like Elohim is not, not that I’m wrong on that or – I forget which one it was – I think it was Elohim – because it has a female word in there.  She goes into all this complicated stuff and writes pages and pages and pages and pages.
When I was in Israel one year Jun and Jan grabbed me and said, “Come on down and talk to this woman.  She’s allowed to study with the rabbi’s”.  That is really unusually.  And she was allowed to study with this group of rabbi’s because they knew that there was a hidden mystical code, there was another knowledge of the Word of God underneath that, and they had access to that.
So you can see it.  It is still today.

#2  Matter or substance was evil
The second thing that they believed was this:  that matter or substance was evil.  Matter or substance was evil.  Only the spiritual, only the non-material is good.  Therefore, a holy God could not create the world could He?  Because if matter is evil a holy God couldn’t create it.  Therefore, if He didn’t create it, He has nothing to do with it.  He doesn’t hold the world in existence.  Now, if you think about this especially as you do your lessons in the next two weeks and think about what you are learning about Christ, it will really mean a lot.

#3  The Gnostics leaned toward asceticism or licentiousness
The Gnostics leaned toward one of two things.  They leaned towards asceticism.  Asceticism was a severe treatment of the body, a severe denial of the body in order to bring it under subjection.  And so they felt that they had to free themselves from matter.  They had to free themselves from the body so they would do that with rough treatment of the body.  Or they went the opposite way.  They went in one direction or the other.  They went into licentiousness.   Listen, because matter is evil and this body is evil but we’re spirit, it doesn’t matter what you do in the body because it won’t affect you spiritually.  So they went into licentiousness.  Do you see what happens?
#4  They would deny the incarnation of Jesus Christ.
The fact that Jesus Christ - by incarnation I mean that Jesus Christ became (God) man – and they would deny it because they would say that matter was evil and therefore God could not take on a body.  If matter was evil God could not take on a body.  So they would say that Jesus only seemed human.  He only seemed human, he wasn’t human.  His body was an illusion.  It was a phantom.  Or they would say this:  Jesus was not God.  Jesus was not God because God would not be in a fleshly body.
Four term that Gnostics loved to use.
1. Knowledge

2. Wisdom

3. Perfection

4. Fullness

So remember that as you read this.
Now they do not believe that Gnosticism was in full bloom at this time.  Gnosticism reached its height at about the 2nd century but, but, but, here was the seedbed of it all.  Can you see the seedbed of it all with the Jews coming in and the oriental mysticism and all this stuff?  Well, this was the seedbed of it all.
Gnosticism had three pervading features.  Let me give them to you.

Pervading features of Gnosticism
1.  An exclusive spirit.

It claimed preeminent knowledge.  And you will see shades, like this woman that is writing me.  It is an exclusive spirit.  Its like, “Oh, you poor thing, you just don’t understand.  You just aren’t “in” in the inner circle.  You just don’t have this superior knowledge that I have.”  So it is an exclusive spirit.  Watch out, watch out for groups that are exclusive or think that they’ve got all the truth and the rest of you just haven’t reached that higher experience.
They believed, this exclusive spirit, they believed that they could understand divine mysteries totally unknown to the typical Christian, or they were totally unavailable to the typical Christian.  Now, with all that we teach you about the Greek and all of that, I believe that you could hand this Bible to any believer, and with the Holy Spirit inside of them, who is the teacher, that they could understand.  The Greek enhances all that we are doing. The Hebrew enhances all of that.  If you read it enough and read it enough, it balances one another out so that if you don’t know the tense of the verb it’s not going to kill you.  Now in that particular book it will help but you can know if you know, know, know, the Word of God.  The common man can know it.
Number 2.  The second pervading feature was emanations from God.
2. Emanations from God
Because God would have nothing to do with evil, and matter was evil, therefore there were various hierarchies of angels.  And the farther the angel got away from God and the closer to earth, the more involved the angel was with the earth.  So there were hierarchies of angels.
Now, thinking about that, just think about that.  What does he talk about in chapter 2?  The worship of angels.
Colossians 2:18 
18Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, 

What does he talk about in chapter 1?  In chapter 1 he talks about Jesus being above principalities
Colossians 1:16 
16For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
Do you see how he knocks that?
The  3rd thing was ethics.  The third pervading feature was ethics which I gave you already.

3. Ethics
Which is one of 2 forms: rigid asceticism or an unrestrained licentiousness.
Now, what is Colossians going to do?  I didn’t give you the outline of Colossians so I’ll give you that in our next lesson because I ran out of time.  But what Colossians does is, it shows us, it presents to us Christ, and it shows us the supremacy of Christ.  It shows us that we are complete in Him.  In other words, you don’t need to go outside Christ to get anything else.  You don’t need a severe treatment of your body.  You don’t need these ordinances that are going to perish.  You have Christ.  You are complete in Christ.  That’s what he wants to show us.

Colossians shows you the balance in the Christian life.  Colossians shows you the balance in the Christian life.  Looking at the plumb bob, it keeps you from the imbalance of asceticism, or the imbalance of licentiousness.  It keeps you from the imbalance of legalism.  And it keeps you from the imbalance of mysticism.  It holds you straight to Christ.  It is a very needful book isn’t it?  In these last days, it is a very, very, needful book.  For as there were grievous wolves that would come in and seduce the flock and seek to bring disciples after them, so there are today.  But if you will know the truth, what?  The truth will set you free.

John 8:31-32 
31So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;  
32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 

And Jesus prayed, “Father, sanctify them through the truth.  Thy Word is truth.

John 17:17 
17“Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 
So what He is in the process of doing with you and with me as we study Colossians is, He is sanctifying us in the truth.  He is setting us apart to that which is true.  Now may we hold fast to Christ, the head.

Let’s pray:

Father, thank You for Your Word and Father, thank You that still we have the Holy Spirit who becomes our teacher and our instructor and who can lead us and guide us into all the truth.
STRUGGLES – PROBLEMS       WARNINGS – PROBLEMS       EXHORTATIONS – PROBLEMS

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

GNOSTICISM

STRUGGLES





PROBLEMS

1.  Hearts to be encouraged



1.  Off base on the Person and work of Jesus

2.  Not to be deluded with persuasive


2.  Philosophy, empty deception, traditions of

      arguments





     men, etc.

WARNINGS





PROBLEMS

1.  Don’t let people judge you



1.  Emphasis is on the wrong thing








      Form of legalism

2.  Don’t let anyone defraud you



2.  Ungodly mysticism – an emphasis on super-








      Natural powers or experiences

3.  Don’t submit to decrees that have the


3.  Self-made religion, self-abasement, severe

      appearance of wisdom



      treatment of the body

EXHORTATION





PROBLEM
A call to holiness, a call to the sanctification

licentiousness or loose living

that befits your salvation

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Colossae:  populated by:

Jews – legalism

Greeks – licentiousness

Phrygians – mysticism

Upcoming philosophy:

Gnosticism

Essenes – a religious sect with emphasis on knowledge

GNOSTICISM

Taught:

#1.  A supremacy of knowledge – elite group
#2.  Matter or substance was evil
#3.  Leaned toward asceticism or licentiousness

#4.  Denied the incarnation of Jesus
Terms they loved to use:

#1.  Knowledge

#2.  Wisdom

#3.  Perfection

#4.  Fullness

Pervading Features
#1.  An exclusive spirit

#2.  Emanations from God

#3.  Ethics
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