PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 3 – LECTURE NOTES

“HOW DO WE WALK WORTHY”

Living worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ, this was Paul’s concern for those at Colossae.  And I think it is God’s concern for you because as I prayed and asked God, “God, what do You want to say to Your people out of this particular passage of Scripture that we are studying”.  And I think that what He wants to say to us is that He wants us to live worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ.
This was Paul’s concern.  He wanted to keep the Christians in Colossae in balance.  He wanted them to understand and to know that they were complete in Christ Jesus.  And I think that this is the need of the church of Jesus Christ in the United States of America, in Canada and in other parts of the world, that we would live worthy of this One who’s name we bear.  That we would keep a balance in our Christianity, and that we would realize that we are complete in Him.
What I want to do, because I didn’t get to do it last week is, I want give you my outline of the book of Colossians, not to give you my outline but just to use it as a frame of reference for you.

My Title for the book of Colossians is “Complete in Christ”, or if you wanted to say it, it would say, “Complete in Him” because this is what the Scripture uses.  Complete in Jesus Christ.

If this ever really takes root in your heart what a difference it will make in your walk with Him.

Title:  Complete in Him (Christ)
Now, as you look at the chapters; the first chapter you see this:
Chapter 1:  The Mystery: Christ in you.  That is a wonderful mystery from God.  They mystery is Christ in you.  He brings that out in Colossians chapter 1 when he says in verse 27
Colossians 1:27 
27to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
Now let me just say this; when Paul talks about hope it is not like you and I saying, as we look at the sky today, “I hope it doesn’t rain”, when obviously it is going to rain, and it will probably rain whether we hope that it doesn’t rain or not rain.  But when he talks about that hope of glory he’s not talking about something that is unsure.  He’s not talking about something that you hope will happen but may not happen.  He’s talking about a certain hope.  So it is Christ in you and Christ in you gives that certain hope of glory which means that you will live with Him forever and ever, and ever.
Chapter 2; as you look at chapter 2 you see the warning.  First we see the mystery and then we see the warning.  And the warning is this,

Chapter 2:  The Warning:  Walk in Him or Walk in Christ
The third chapter; chapter 3 is the exhortation.  We see the warning in chapter 2 and we see the exhortation in chapter 3.  The exhortation in chapter 3 is Seek things above
Chapter 3:  The Exhortation:  Seek Things Above.  Why?  That’s because that is where Christ is, seated at the right hand of the Father.
And then chapter 4 we see the call.  There is a call there and that call is a call to prayer.  He says, “Devote yourselves to prayer”

Colossians 4:2 
2Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; 

  It is a call to prayer.  It is a call to wise conduct.  “Conduct yourself wisely”

Colossians 4:5 
5Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. 

And it is a call to gracious speech.

Colossians 4:6 
6Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.
So it is a threefold call.  This is so appropriate, this call is, because Christ is in us and so is we are going to walk worthy of Him, if we are going to walk in the completeness that we have in Him, then we should be in prayer, we should have wise conduct, and we should have gracious speech.

Chapter 4:  The Call:  Prayer, Wise Conduct, Gracious Speech.
Now, if you want to do it another way, you can put subtitles under each one.  The mystery is, the mystery of Christ in you, the call then is to walk worthy.  We see this in chapter 1.
And then a subtitle for chapter 2 is the warning, walk in Him.  How do you walk in Him?  You walk in faith.  Or you can put this down as a subtitle, do not be taken captive.  The Warning is walk in Him, do not be taken captive.  That is captive by those that would come in and seek to lead them astray, take them away from who they are in Christ.
And then the exhortation, seek things above; the exhortation in chapter 3 is to put on.  Put on those things that are becoming to your Christian life.
The call; prayer, wise conduct, gracious speech, the call, if you want to put in another word that is used in chapter 4 is fulfill your ministry. So there are subtitles
Now what you see, and it is typical with Paul, is in the first two chapters you see doctrine.  This is Paul’s usual style.  Then in chapter 3 through 4 you see duty.  You see doctrine and then you see the duty that comes as a result of the doctrine.  Or you see the doctrinal part and you see the practical part. 
Now what you see in the first two chapters is what you have in Him.
Then in the last two chapters you have what you do in Him.  What you have in Him and what you do in Him.  And that is since you have put on the new man.

In the first two chapters you have the Lord Jesus, and you can write this down, you have the Lord Jesus Christ who completes you, who makes you complete in Him.

In the last two chapters you have the Lord Jesus whom you serve.  The Lord Jesus who completes you and the Lord Jesus who you serve.
Now, I want to show you an illustration that I used with my teenagers.  I taught Colossians one year at boot camp.  I don’t know if you ever saw those things, I have always tried to find one, if you find one send it to me in a hurry.  But anyway, they were called “Clackers” or “Clappers”, and you had a ball that would hang down here and you would take this ball and it would hit this ball and go back and forth and that.  So I told them, what is happening at Colossae is, they are being clacked, the clackers are hitting them.  And so it hits them and throws them over here or it hits them and throws them over there.  And what God wants is balance in the Christian life.  Now at the end of that boot camp we had a very clever guy that was running it, a young man that we brought up in our training program whose name was Tommy M.  So Tommy was very clever and so he got up and he did a song.  I wish that we had it.  But it tells you how to keep your clackers from clacking.  And so it is talking about this balance in Jesus Christ and how you keep your clackers from clacking.  And I made the kids memorize, not memorize but learn how to spell asceticism, and licentiousness and legalism and mysticism because that was always on their tests because what Colossians is teaching us is, now you are complete in Christ, you have everything that you need, now don’t let your clackers start clacking.  Don’t let them throw you off into mysticism, or legalism, or asceticism, or licentiousness, but stay in balance.
The other thing that God gave me as an illustration that I wanted to share with you was simply what Colossians was all about.  And I just took this glove that I have.  And you just look at the glove and it is nice and it is leather, and it was given to me and everything but it can’t do anything for itself.  It just can’t do anything.  I can say to the glove, “Glove, walk”.  It won’t walk.  I can say, “Glove, wave”.  It won’t wave.  I can say, “Glove, scratch my nose”.  It won’t scratch my nose.  What good is that glove?  What makes the glove come alive?  Well, it is when I put my hand in that glove.  And this is you.  It is before you come to know the Lord Jesus Christ.  You are just dead in your trespasses and sins and you cannot do anything apart from Jesus Christ.  But the message of Colossians is this:  It is Christ in you.  And you are complete in Him.  And if  you’ll look at that glove you’ll see that my hands fill every bit of it.  Now I can say to the glove, “Glove, walk”, and it can walk.  I can say to glove, “Wave”, and it can wave.  I can say, “Glove, scratch my nose and do it delicately – no, no, no, no, do it right glove.  Have a little couth here.  And it can do that.  And now what has happened is, this glove is complete in…,see…. This is what we are, we are complete in Him.  And that is what Colossians is all about.  Now, you are complete in Him, Christ is in you, the hope of glory.  Now since Christ is in you, the hope of glory, you are to walk accordingly.  You are to walk worthy of Jesus Christ who is in you.  And I told the kids, some of you are like this – Christ is in you I, but if I say….it just doesn’t… I can’t pick anything up with my fingertips or anything because I’m just not walking in that fullness that is mine in Christ Jesus.  So, when you think of Colossians, think of a glove.  The fact that you are complete in Christ and being complete in Christ you are to walk worthy to the vocation that He has called you.
Now let me take you through Colossians one more way.

In Chapter 1 this is what we see.  We see Christ’s preeminence.  He focuses on Jesus Christ.  Remember the theme of the book, or my theme that I put down is “Complete in Him”.  And so being complete in Him, what he shows us in the first chapter is Christ’s preeminence
In Chapter 2 what he is going to show us is, he’s going to show us Christ’s deity and sufficiency.  Now listen, as I tell you all this you want to remember what I shared with you last week.  You want to remember what the problem was in Colossae and the heresies that were trying to creep in.
In Chapter 3 and 4 what you see is Christ’s Lordship.  

Lord is used two times in chapter 1.  It is used one time in chapter 2.  But it is used eight times in chapter 3 and two times in chapter 4.  So in chapter 3 & 4 it is used a total of ten times but in chapters 1 & 2 it is only used three times.  Do you see the emphasis now?  He tells you; ok this is what Christ has done for you.  This is His sufficiency, this is His deity, this is His preeminence.  Now in the light of all that He is you are to walk under His Lordship.  You are to let Him truly be your Lord, your Master, your God.  
Now, in Colossians 1, I think that what Paul does is, he shows us the two essentials of the Christian life and this is in his prayer for the people.  This is in Colossians chapter 1 verse 3 through 14.

If you and I are going to walk worthy of the Lord, and by the way, the word worthy there, if you will look at it,

Colossians 1:9-10 
9For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  
10so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  
The word worthy means weight.  So, if I walk worthy it means that my life has the same weight that Christ’s life has.  In other words, as Christ walked so I will walk.  1 John tells us that, we are to walk even as Christ walked.

1 John 1:7 
7but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

So if I am going to walk worthy of the Lord, my life is to have the same weight, the same gravity, as the life of Jesus Christ.

Now, what he shows us in this passage, I believe what Paul emphasizes in his prayer for them, in his praise to the Lord for them and in his prayer for them, I think that he shows us the two essentials of the Christian life.
The first one is the Word of God.
These are basics, these are fundamentals, these are something that you cannot build a worthy walk apart from these two things.  You cannot build a walk worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ apart from these two things.  So he shows us the Word and what he wants us to do with the Word is he wants us to understand it.  This is what he wants to bring home in his prayer.  He wants us to understand it and he wants us to obey it.  So there is to be understanding and obedience to the Word of God.
The second essential is what we see him doing here and that is praying for them.  It is the Word and it is prayer.  And you see it in verse 3
Colossians 1:3 
3We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  
Colossians 1:9 
9For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  
Colossians 4:2-3 
2Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; 

3praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; 

So prayer is a key to the Christian life.
Let me show you this in the book of Acts and show you the value that they put upon prayer and the Word of God.  I think that if you would go out and you would take a survey of Christians what you would find out, if you would ask them, what are the two weakest areas of your walk with Christ Jesus?  They would tell you, the Word of God and they would tell you prayer because there are thousands of people who profess to know Jesus Christ, to believe that the Word of God is true, inspired by God but they do not know the Word of God.  And they believe that prayer works and yet they do not consistently pray.

In Acts chapter 6 verse 1:
Acts 6:1-4 
1Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the £Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food.  
2So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables.  

I would underline it.  It is not desirable for us”, this is not the thing that you ought to be desiring; this is not the thing that you ought to be seeking for us; to be neglecting the Word of God in order to serve tables.

3“Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task.  
4“But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”  
Now, I want to ask you a question.  In your Christian life, in your Christian walk, are you neglecting the Word of God and are you neglecting prayer in order to serve tables, in order to serve the Lord.  In other words, is your service fine but your sitting in negligible?  In other words, are you serving the Lord without sitting at His feet?  Are you serving the Lord without communing with Him, without talking to Him in prayer, without finding His direction for your life, for your day, for your decisions?  If you neglect the Word of God and you neglect prayer then you are not going to walk worthy of the Lord.  You can’t because the Word of God teaches me about God, teaches me how I am to live and prayer then puts me in touch, and in communication with God.  Prayer activates the hand of God.  It is a mystery.  But prayer activates the hand of a Sovereign God.  He can do anything He wants.  In essence because of who He is and because He is not dependent on man, because He is Jehovah, because He is the Self-Existent One, He really does not need you and He really does not need me, but He has chosen us.  And He has chosen to work this way and in His sovereignty He has said to us in James;

James 4:1-3 
1What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  
2You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  
3You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.  
John 16:24 
24“Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.
John 15:7 
7“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  


Because you are going to ask according to the Word of God and if you ask according to the Word of God you are asking according to the will of God.  So I would just say to you be careful of being so busy serving tables that you neglect the Word of God.  It is an essential!  And I believe, I believe, that for all of our numbers and for all of our professions, that this is why, professions of faith, that this is why the church is so impotent and so ineffective and so full of sin, because we have neglected the Word of God, and we have neglected prayer.
Prayer is me watching out for you.  Prayer is you watching out for me.  Daily praying, “Father, lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil” knowing that “the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.”   So Paul prays for them.
Matthew 6:13 
13    ‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’
Matthew 26:41 
41“Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Mark 14:38 
38“Keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Now, let’s go to Colossian chapter 1 and let’s look at this opening of this book.  

You’ll see in verse 3 that he begins praying, he tells them that he is praying for them but he is thanking God, he’s praising God.

Colossians 1:3-14 
3We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  
4since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;  
Now listen, love is the fruit of truth faith.  If you are truly born again, love will be there.  And it is one of the signs of the fact that you are really born again.  1 John chapter 3 shows this and 1 John chapter 4 shows this.

4since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;  
5because 
Why do you have love for all the saints, because of the hope, a sure hope remember.
Of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel  
So there is the importance of the Word.  It is the Word that even brings us to salvation
6which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit
You see the gospel that you and I deliver to people has an inherent power in it.  Jesus said:

John 6:63 
63“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 
They are not like man’s words.  That is why I tell people that when you give your testimony, if you ever give your testimony, lace it with the Word of God.  See, all of us are going to have different testimonies and sometimes in our testimonies we can get caught up in all of our flesh and we miss the Word of God.  And what makes a testimony powerful is not what you have come out of, and not what you have come into, but it is the Word of God.  So you give the Word of God out.  When you witness give the Word of God out.  Many times I say, “Lord, give me just a word.  Give me a verse for this person.”  And then I just hit it and hit it again and again.  Then when the Holy Spirit says “Go”, I go with it.  You just keep driving it in.  You keep coming back and say, “But God says, but God says.”

Colossians 1:6-9
6which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;  
They he says:
7just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,  
8and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit. 

Watch this love.  I marked it because it is used significantly.
9For this reason also,
So he prays for them praising God for their salvation and for what happened and for the evidence of their salvation because they are bearing fruit and because they have love, now in verse 9 he says:

9For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  
10so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, 
Now, his prayer for the Colossians, and you might want to put it down, his prayer for the Colossians in essence; this is in essence, that they will be filled with the knowledge of His will.  It all summarizes in this.  This is the basis of it.  That they will be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.

Now just think about that in comparison to what we are going to see in chapter 2.  Because in chapter 2 what he is going to do is, he is going to warn them against worldly wisdom.  He is going to warn them against philosophy.  He’s going to warn them against tradition.  He’s going to warn them against empty deception.   So, this, in his prayer, he is praying for them and he is praying according to their need and then he is going to come along and give them warning on this.  So this is the essence of his prayer:  that they will be filled with the knowledge of God’s will with all spiritual wisdom and understanding.

The essence of Paul’s prayer:  That they would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.

What is the goal of that?  What is the goal?  And I want you to see that the goal of that is that they will walk worthy of the Lord.  That they will walk worthy of the Lord.
The goal:  to walk worthy of the Lord.
  Now listen, when we pray it is not knowledge for knowledge’s sake.  Do you understand?  It is not wisdom for wisdom’s sake.  It always has in it the essence of the fact that it is going to change my life.  It is going to change my life.

That is our goal in Precept.  That’s our goal in “In and Out”.  That’s why I call “In an Out” – I asked the Lord when I had to write this course because everybody wouldn’t do 5 hours of homework a week.  I said 5 hours of homework a week but many times it is more than 5 hours of homework.  But when I asked God, “What should I name this other Bible study?”  He just gave me that they need to take it in and they need to live it out.  So we’ll call it “In and Out” and that is the way that it is to be.
So, now, when they walk worthy, how are they going to walk?  Well, he tells us:

When we walk worthy, how will we walk?
#1.  They are going to please Him, they are going to please God in all respects.
10so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects,
Now are you walking worthy of the Lord?  Or are there some things that He has told you to do, or told you not to do, and you are not heeding that?  Then you are not pleasing Him in all respects.  We are to please Him in all respects.  We have the knowledge of His will in spiritual wisdom and understanding.  We know what He wants from the Word of God, now are we pleasing Him in all respects.

#2.  We are to bear fruit.
10so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
Bearing fruit, it is to be something that you keep on doing.  And as you go through the Word of God you are going to see that fruit is the evidence of your salvation.  You just think of John 15.  He is the vine we are the branches and we are to bear fruit.  He says that apart from Him we can do nothing.  We are to bear fruit.

John 15:5 
5“I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
He says that you are to keep on bearing fruit.

#3.  You are to increase in the knowledge of God.

In other words, you don’t hit a plateau and that’s it.  You don’t hit a plateau and then stop.  You can never plumb the depths of the Word of God.  You can never plumb the depths of the Word of God, so don’t think, well, I know more than the others so I’m going to retire.  Forget that!  I intend to keep writing Precept, you keep studying.
#4.  Strengthened with all power
We are to be strengthened with all power and that strength with that power will keep us steadfast and patient.  That being strengthened with His power will keep me and you steadfast and patient.  And I want to tell you something; that is what you are not seeing today.  You are not seeing steadfastness in Christians, why, you see leaders falling right and left.  What happened?  They were not steadfast, they were not patient.  They got in a trial and in the trial instead of counting it all joy and allowing that to have its perfect work in them, instead they yielded to the temptation to get out of the trial their way.  And so they are falling right and left.
#5.  Giving thanks to the Father who qualified us
Now listen, you are not – this is a contrast – you are not qualified because of some superior knowledge.  You are not qualified because of some superior knowledge.  God has already qualified you by calling you into His family
Now watch, his prayer is that you would be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding so that you might walk worthy.  Now, why all of this, why all of this?  Because of the next two verses.  Watch what he says:
Colossians 1:12-1
12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.

Now catch the contrast
13For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  He delivered you and He transferred you.
14in whom Christ we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Now what is he saying?  He is saying, now listen, this is what God did.  God took you out of darkness into light.  God took you out of sins and He gave you forgiveness of sins.  He took you out of the power of Satan and He’s brought you into the kingdom of His dear Son.  Now look what God has done for you; how can you help but desire to live in a manner worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ.
It is a marvelous book and how it ever got into my hands I don’t know but it has been such a blessing to me.  You can see that it’s falling apart.  It is called “Pastor I”.  This is a true story of a man who was a very, very brilliant man and he was a Confucian scholar.  He lived in this village and everyone in this village came to him and consulted and he brought order to the village.  He had a very, very, terrible, terrible illness, one that caused him extreme, extreme pain.  He was a very, very strong man and he endured that pain for a long time and one day someone came to him and said, “Look, why don’t you just smoke just a little bit of opium just to relieve the pain.”  He said, “No, look at all those men that are on opium.  They’re just, they just live in this existence, they live in the gutters of life.  No, I couldn’t do that.”  But this man persuaded him.  “You don’t need to become addicted; you just take just a little bit to ease your pain.  Well, he did and he became addicted.  A brilliant, brilliant man but a slave to opium but able to support his habit because he was a very wealthy man and he could raise his own opium.
Hudson Taylor, Hudson Taylor, if you’ve never read his biography get it.  Hudson Taylor’s spiritual secret; read, learn to read biographies, Hudson Taylor was a man that God got a hold of and sent to Inland China and he opened Inland China to the gospel.  When he went in they wanted to reach the Chinese and so they had a contest and that contest was to write a composition on the Word of God and they gave them particulars and they supplied them with the Word of God and the person that got the best composition would get a monetary reward.  Now you can see the method to their madness of getting people into the Word of God.  I thought it was absolutely fantastic.  So, what he did was, he wrote three of them under three different names.  The agreement was that you had to come and get that in person.  He won the prize and he sent someone to get the prize.  And they said, “Did you write that?”  And the Chinese man said, “No.”  And they said, “You can’t have it then.  He’s got to come and collect it.”  So when he came to collect it then he was asked if they would help them translate into Chinese; translate from the Word of God into Chinese.  So he moved into their home and he began to translate the Word of God.
Romans 10:17 
17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

And I don’t have time to read it but he had a glorious salvation experience.
(Kay reading from the book “Pastor I”

“Immediately upon his conversion conviction came clearly to the scholars mind that his opium habit must be at once broken.”  Why?  Because he is to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It says,” There seemed to have been no parleying about it.  Ever since he entered the missionary’s household his conscience had troubled him on this subject.  Mr. Hill’s kind but sorrowful words would not leave him and their reproach was burnt into his soul.  “Mr I, you are a distinguished member of a scholarly family, I deeply regret to see you brought to so enfeebled a condition through opium.  If you do not cleanse yourself how can you be an example to others?”
I want to ask you a question.  What is there in your life that needs cleansing so that you can be an example to others?  What are you holding on to, that it is not worth it, in order to walk worthy of the gospel of Jesus Christ?  
He says, “But at that time he knew no power that could enable him to cleanse himself from the degrading vice (before he got saved).  Now all was different, he belonged to Christ, and there could be no doubt as to the will of His new Master.”  So he decided that he would go into this – “that there was no shrinking back, no attempt at half measures, he saw what must be sacrificed at once, entirely, forever.  Then came the awful conflict.  It was though the great enemy of souls, seeing his prisoner escaping, fell back from his opium habit as an invincible chain with which to bind him.  How critical was the struggle, how momentous the issues I could hardly realize.”  And then it goes on to say, “As hour after hour went by his craving for the poison became more intense then the urgency of hunger or thirst.  Acute anguish seemed to rend the body asunder accompanied by faintness and exhaustion that nothing could deliver.  Water streamed from the eyes and the nostrils, extreme depression overwhelmed him, giddiness came on with shivering and aching pains or burning thirst.  For seven days and nights he scarcely tasted food and was quite unable to sleep.  Sitting or lying he could get no rest.  The agony became almost unbearable and all the while he knew that a few whiffs of the opium pipe would waft him at once into delicious dreams.”  It says, “Determined by the power of God never to go back to it the suffering man held on.  They gave him medicines but it did not help.  At last at the height of his distress it seemed to be revealed to him that the anguish that he was suffering arose not merely from physical causes but that behind it all laid concealed the opposition of some mighty spiritual force.  That he was, in fact, hard pressed by the devil who was using his opium craving as a weapon for his destruction.
One night he was so torn that all of a sudden he cried out to the devil.  “Devil, what can you do against me?  My hand is in the hand of God and truly I am wiling to break off opium and die but not willing to continue in sin and live.”
How much do you want to walk worthy of the Lord?  Have you ever gotten down on your face and said, “God, I would rather die than disgrace You?”  I have!  After I got saved, you know my past.  You know that I was married and divorced and became an immoral woman and then God saved me, and then my husband committed suicide, and then God brought Jack into my life.  But because of my immorality I remember the day that I was sitting in chapel.  I went to Bible school for a year and I heard about a pastor that had had an affair.  And I was so distressed, and I thought, God, there is that potential in me, in my flesh.  And I ran up to the prayer room and I closed that door and I locked it and I got down on my face and I opened up my Bible to 1 John chapter 5.  It says 

1 John 5:14-15 
14This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  
15And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.

And I said, “God, do you see that?  Do you see that?  You promised me that You would answer my prayers and I am asking you right now in the name of Jesus Christ to promise me that You will kill me before You ever let me disgrace You in this way.  Do you see it God?  Do you see it?  Your Word is true or Your Word is not true and You’ve got to promise me; I’d rather die than disgrace You.”
I want to tell you something; that is the passion that the church of Jesus Christ needs.  We’re not walking worthy of our Lord.  We’re not living lives worthy of the Lord.  We’re not living life – I remember the book that I had to study, “Life on the Highest Plain”.  We’re not living life on the highest plain.
“In his most suffering moments he would frequently groan out aloud, “Though I die I will never touch it again!”  Now listen, there was not immediate release.  And what we want is instant release.  We don’t want to struggle.  We don’t want to wrestle.  We don’t want to grapple.  But our Lord struggled.  Our Lord grappled.  Our Lord cried out to the Lord, to His Father, with loud cries and tears and groaning.  He wrestled with sin in the Garden of Gethsemane.
“At last, after many days of anguish, his attention was attracted by some of the verses in his open Bible telling about The Comforter.  And as he read it was borne in upon his mind, that He, the Holy Spirit of God, was the mighty power expressly given to strengthen men.  Then and there in utter weakness he cast himself upon God.  He did not understand much but he grasped the supreme fact that the Holy Spirit could help him, making impossible things possible and overcoming all the power of the enemy.”
In other words, the power that he needed was within.  It was within.

1 John 4:4 
4You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 

“As he there prayed in the stillness, the wonderful answer was given.  Suddenly a tide of life and power seemed to sweep into his soul.  The reality was so intense that from head to foot he broke into profuse perspiration.  Anguish and struggle ceased.  The conflict was completely entered, the Holy Spirit flooded his heart with pure peace.  He did what man and medicine could not do.  From that moment my body was perfectly at rest and then I knew that to break off opium without real faith in Jesus would indeed be impossible.”  And later on, as he was used of God to set one man after another free from opium, he knew that it had to be through the power of Jesus Christ.
“Truly he would say the opposition of evil spirits can only be met by the power of the Holy Ghost.  Sooner of later, the man who was trusting in medicine is certain to go back because the devil has not been driven out.  If you would break off any opium don’t rely on medical hope, don’t lean on man, but trust only in God.”
And I would say this; that there are many people who are trusting in psychology, that are trusting in philosophy, and it helps to a degree, but our help comes from the Lord Jesus Christ, it comes from the Word of God.
I believe that homosexuality and lesbianism is a stronghold of the enemy.  I believe that pornography is a stronghold of the enemy.  I believe that drugs are a stronghold of the enemy.  And we have the means of victory within because we are complete in Him.  And I think that we need to go back to what Colossians is teaching us about and that is the power.

Well, let’s go on.  To walk worthy you need three things.
To walk worthy you need 3 things
#1.  You must have the knowledge of His will.
If you are going to walk worthy you’ve got the have the knowledge of His will.  The word for knowledge is epignosis.  What is epignosis?  Epignosis is a clear, it is an exact knowledge, it is a thorough knowledge.  And if you are going to walk worthy of the Lord remember it is going to have to come according to His Word so you’ve got to have a knowledge of the Word, a knowledge of the will of God.  Now you say, why are you saying Word or will, make up your mind?  Because I believe that Word of God give you the will of God.  And so you’ve got to have a knowledge of His will and you will not have that apart from the Word.
Now, epignosis expresses a more thorough participation in the object of the knowledge on the part of the knower.  In other words it is not casual honey.  It is not casual sir.  It is not just opening the Word of God and just reading it for 15 minutes and closing the Book.  But it is digging in.  It is a participation in that knowledge so that the knower really knows what they know.
Now His will, the word for will is thelema with a long mark over the last “e”.  And the will of God is God’s gracious disposition towards something.  It is God’s gracious disposition toward something.  So, if you are going to walk worthy of the Lord, the first thing that you’ve got to know is that you’ve got to have a knowledge of His will.

Now, let me just take to you to Romans chapter 12 very quickly, verses 1 and 2.

Romans 12:1-2 
1Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  So let me just say this:  Once you know His will, some people are afraid of the will of God.  They are afraid of the will of God because they think that the will of God, pardon me Joseph, but they think that it always means that you have to go to Africa.  Now that you have met Joseph it is not hard to go to Africa.  But anyway, they always think that I’ve got to Africa or I’ve got to go to some head hunting tribe and they think that the will of God is always grievous.
2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
How am I going to know the will of God?  First of all, God is not going to show me His will if I am not willing to do what He says.  So, I’ve got to be willing to do what He says.
Second, in Romans 12 verse 2, he says

2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed It is metamorphoo.  It is a transformation that starts inside and affects you outside so that a little worm becomes a beautiful butterfly.

2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed How? By the renewing of your mind, so that you may What? Prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

So if you want to know the will of God, first of all you’ve got to be a willing sacrifice, an obedient person, and number 2, you’ve got to know the Word of God.
If you want to know the will of God

First:  you have got to be a willing sacrifice, an obedient person

Second:  You have got to know the Word of God.
But I want to tell you something; that alone is not going to make you walk worthy of Him.  I want to take you to 2 Peter chapter 2 for just a minute.  Those of you who have studied Peter know where I am going.  One of the key words in 2 Peter is knowledge.  And he uses knowledge.  He uses gnosis and he uses epignosis also.  What you see and what throws people for a loop is the fact that he uses epignosis for the false teachers, for the false teachers who creep in.  And he says this in verse 20 speaking of these false teachers:
2 Peter 2:20-22
20For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Now that knowledge is a deep knowledge.  That’s an epignosis knowledge.  It is not a light or superficial knowledge.  So they have had that knowledge and for a while that knowledge has caused them to escape the corruption that is in the world.  But, it has not held them because; watch.  It would have been better for them they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 
21For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them.  
22It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “A dog returns to its own vomit,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”
Now listen, they had a knowledge but it never changed them, it never changed them.  If you’re going to walk worthy of the Lord you have to have a knowledge of His will but you also have to have spiritual wisdom and spiritual understanding.
#2.  Spiritual wisdom and spiritual understanding
Knowledge is knowing the facts.  “Just give me the facts man, that’s all, just give me the facts.”  You know, that old show Dragnet.  Now you need spiritual wisdom and understanding.  When he is talking about spiritual, it is spiritual and it’s pneumatikos and what you see in there is pheuma which means breath or it is the word for the Holy Spirit.  So it is to be spiritual wisdom.  It is not to be soulish wisdom.   It is not to be fleshly wisdom.  It is to be a wisdom that tells you know to take the knowledge and apply it to life.  It is a wisdom; it is  a Sophia, it is a spiritual wisdom that tells you how to take that knowledge and how it is lived out, how it becomes flesh and bone.
Now the understanding that he is talking about is that critical insight. This understanding; and you want to get this down because this is key.  It is that critical insight of knowing how to evaluate anything, to look at something and evaluate it.
How to evaluate people.

How to evaluate things.

How to evaluate circumstances.

How to evaluate feelings.
Now look, if I want to walk worthy of the Lord and something has happened that has brought me into depression, what am I going to do?  If I am going to walk in the knowledge of His will with spiritual wisdom and spiritual understanding I am going to look at that depression and say, “That may be what I feel and this may be what I feel like doing as a result of this, shutting myself up, you know, not doing anything, staying away from people.  But God, the Word of God does not tell me to do that.  I am to have strength.  I am to have joy and the joy of the Lord is my strength.  I am to count it all joy.  So, do you see what I’m saying; I would like to elaborate on it but I don’t have time.
Alright, so I am to have the knowledge of His will if I am to walk worthy and number 2 I have to have spiritual wisdom and spiritual understanding.
Now listen, he did not pray, I want you to see this.  Paul was not praying for those people to have a spiritual experience.  He was not praying for them to have some more of the Holy Spirit.  He was not praying for them to join some special group where spiritual phenomenon were going on.  Do you know why?  Because that is not what we need because we are complete in Him.  So he is not praying that they will get another experience.  He is praying that they will realize what they have.  That they will know what they have in Christ Jesus and that they will live in the spiritual wisdom and spiritual understanding of the knowledge.  They are complete in Christ.  The supernatural; listen, the supernatural has already happened.  They have already been born again.  Now they need to learn about Who they possess, Who possesses them, what He has provided and what His will is for their life.  So he is not, and I want you to see this; never do you see Paul praying, never do you see him praying for anything more.  Why?  Because we are complete in Christ.  And listen, if you needed something more, certainly he would be praying that you get it.  So you don’t.
Number three, the third thing, and I just have to hit it.  To walk worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ they needed to actively live out what they knew.

3.  They needed to actively live out what they knew.
And that is where it says, “pleasing Him in all respects
Now let me give you this. 

In number one they need knowledge.
Number two they need insight.
And number three they need application

And if you want to walk worthy of the Lord that is all you need.  Because you are already complete in Him  You already have the Holy Spirit.  You have the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit living inside of you, you are complete in Him.  Now just get to know Him, put that into insight and how you are supposed to apply it to life, and live it out.
I want to close with this statement:  the Christian life is Christ Jesus, nothing more because it is not necessary and nothing less because you are complete in Him.  It is a relationship not a religion.  June Hunt, who was here, just all the time brings that home.  It is a relationship not a religion and it is a relationship that is based on appropriation.  What was Paul’s goal for those at Colassae?
Colossians 1:28 
28We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 
To present you complete in Christ means that you have learned what you have, how to live it out and you have appropriated that that you have in Christ Jesus and therefore he presents you complete in Christ.
Now walk worthy, walk worthy; let you weight have the same weight as the Word of God and when you do you won’t be ashamed.

Let’s pray

Father, thank You for Your Word, thank You for it.   Thank You for the testimonies of people like pastor Hsi and I think of Hudson Taylor and I think of those men of God who walked worthy, who did not toy with the world, and toy with sin, but, Father, who walked in the fullness of Christ in them.  Father, they did it and we can do it too.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.
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Two essentials of the Christian life

1.  The Word of God

      a. Understand it

      b. Obey it

2.  Prayer

Paul’s Prayer – Colossians 1:3-14

The essence of Paul’s prayer: 
That they would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.
The goal of Paul’s prayer:

To walk in a manner worthy of the Lord
If we walk worthy we are going to:

#1.  They are going to please God in all respects.

#2.  Bear fruit in every good work
#3.  Increase in the knowledge of God

#4.  Strengthened with all power

#5.  Giving thanks to the Father who qualified us

The word worthy means weight.  So, if I walk worthy it means that my life has the same weight that Christ’s life has.  In other words, as Christ walked so I will walk
To walk worthy you need 3 things
#1.  You must have the knowledge of His will.

The word for knowledge is epignosis.
Epignosis is a clear, it is an exact knowledge, it is a thorough knowledge.
Epignosis expresses a more thorough participation in the object of the knowledge on the part of the knower.  In other words it is not casual honey.  It is not casual sir.  It is not just opening the Word of God and just reading it for 15 minutes and closing the Book.  But it is digging in.  It is a participation in that knowledge so that the knower really knows what they know.

The word for will is thelema
The will of God is God’s gracious disposition towards something.  It is God’s gracious disposition toward something

The word for transformed is metamorphoo.

It is a transformation that starts inside and affects you outside so that a little worm becomes a beautiful butterfly.

If you want to know the will of God

First:  you have got to be a willing sacrifice, an obedient person

Second:  You have got to know the Word of God.

#2.  Spiritual wisdom and spiritual understanding.

The word for spiritual is pneumatikos.

What you see in there is pheuma which means breath or it is the word for the Holy Spirit.  So it is to be spiritual wisdom.  It is not to be soulish wisdom.   It is not to be fleshly wisdom.  It is to be a wisdom that tells you know to take the knowledge and apply it to life.  It is a wisdom; it is  a Sophia, it is a spiritual wisdom that tells you how to take that knowledge and how it is lived out, how it becomes flesh and bone.

Understanding
It is that critical insight of knowing how to evaluate anything.  To look at something and evaluate it.

How you evaluate people.

How to evaluate things.

How to evaluate circumstances.

How to evaluate feelings.

3.  They needed to actively live out what they knew.
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