PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 4 – LECTURE NOTES

“HE’S THE PREEMINENT CHRIST – WORSHIP HIM”
Isn’t Colossians wonderful?  What a portrait it gives us of the preeminent Jesus Christ. That is what we want to look at today.  We want to look at Christ’s preeminence.

We want to see Him three ways:
Preeminent, as God
Preeminent over creation
Preeminent over the church
I want to take you to Colossians chapter 1 verse 15
Colossians 1:15-18 
15And He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
16For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.  
17He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  
18He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 
In other words the King James says that He might have preeminence in everything.  That’s what it means.  To be preeminent means to have first place.
Colossians 1:19-22 
19For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,  
20and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. 

21And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  
22yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him  Before Him where?  Before Him in heaven

holy and blameless and beyond reproach—  

Isn’t that wonderful!  Just think because of who He is and because of what He has done, He is able to take you and me who were sinners and enemies and without hope and alienated from God to present us before Jesus blameless and without reproach and holy.

Colossians 1:23 
23if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.
Salvation is by grace, it is through faith.  It is by pure grace and it is pure faith.  It is not works.  And yet it is our works and the continuance in our faith that prove the reality of our salvation.  And that is what he is showing us when he says this in verse 23:
If indeed you continue in faith( and thee is added) firmly established and steadfast, not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you have heard.

We want to look at the preeminence of Christ.  And the reason that Paul brings forth right away in his epistle the preeminence of Christ is because of the Colossians heresies that are coming in, that are creeping into that church seeking to take men captive through this wrong teaching.  And so he takes them to the very core of their faith which is Jesus Christ and His preeminence.  Now he does this because you will see that heresy always will do something to the person of Jesus Christ or the work of Jesus Christ.  I have a little pamphlet that is called “The Spirit of Truth and The Spirit of Error” and it is what God has said on 7 fundamentals of what men are now saying.  And it shows you what the Word of God teaches about God, Christ, the Holy Spirit and also about salvation, sin, redemption and retribution or judgment.
What I would like to do, in light of the fact that you have done your homework so well and so thoroughly, and I am so proud of you, that I want to just read to you from these people’s writings what they say about Jesus Christ.  Then I want you to bring all of this to the light of what you studied and then we will bring it to the light of what I want to teach you.
Christian Science says this about Jesus Christ:
Now remember each one of these are not interpretations from their writings, they are exact quotes from their writings.

Christian Science says this:

That Jesus is the human man and Christ is the divine idea.

You can see Gnosticism in there can’t you?  It says:
If there had never existed such a person as the Galilean prophet, it would make no difference to me.  The virgin mother conceived the idea of God and gave to her ideal the name of Jesus.  Jesus was the offspring of Mary’s self-conscience communion with God.

It says:

Not that the human Jesus was or is eternal, not one with the Father but fleshly, Christ is the ideal truth, divine idea, reflection of God.

And they go on to say more.

Spiritualism says this about Jesus Christ:

Christ Himself was nothing more than a medium of high order.  Jesus Christ was not divine.  He is now an advanced spirit in the 6th sphere.  He never claimed to be God manifest in the flesh and does not at present.

You studied scriptures that said that He did claim to be God.  He said “The Father and I are one.”  He said, “If you have seen the Father you have seen Me.”
And then it goes on to say that Jesus Christ was indeed the son of God as also we are sons of God.

Spiritualism sees in the death of Jesus an illustration of the martyr spirit or of that unselfish and heroic devotion to humanity which ever characterize the life of Jesus but no special atoning value in His sufferings and death.
Now what did we just read in Colossians? - That He has reconciled us in His body to God.

Jehovah’s Witness say this about Jesus Christ;

Not Jehovah God - Jesus Christ was not Jehovah God.  He was the first son that Jehovah God brought forth.  And one of the scriptures that they use to prove that is Colossians 1:15 where it says that He was the first-born of all creation.

Jehovah’s Witness say that He is the first creation by God.  They say that Jesus Christ had a pre-human existence.  Michael the archangel is no other than the Only Begotten Son of God, now Jesus Christ.  So Jesus Christ was once Michael the angel.

Then it goes on to say this:  Christ was not raised in flesh but with a spiritual body.

If He was not raised in flesh then why did He say, “Touch My hands.  Put your fingers in my side.”  And if He was not raised in physical flesh then will you be raised in physical flesh?

In Armstrongism 
They have some very sharp television programs on.  I don’t know if you have seen them.  It is “The World Tomorrow.” – very sharp; very sharp guy on there now.  But Armstrongism says this about Jesus Christ:

God the Creator, Jesus Christ Himself will never qualitatively equal God the Father.
So they do not believe that He is equal with the Father, that He is God incarnate.

How careful your and I must be.

Let me go on because of time
Mormonism says this:

Among the spirit children of Elohim, the firstborn who was or is Jehovah or Jesus Christ, to whom all others are juniors.

Now can you see how they take Colossians 1:15 and use this firstborn?

It says: “By obedience and devotion He obtained to the pinnacle of intelligence which ranked Him as God even in His preexistent state.
It is by obedience and devotion, not because of who He was.

“Jesus Christ was the executive in the work of creation aided by Michael or Adam, Enock, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Peter, James, John and Joseph Smith and others.

Now, I didn’t read Joseph Smith’s name in my Bible.

The Way International
People will come and tell you that they are of “The Way” and they are very had to distinguish until you read their writings.

The gospel of John established the truth of God’s Word that Jesus was the Son of God but not God the Son or God Himself.
That is erroneous to the gospel of John.  The whole purpose of John was to teach that the Deity of Jesus Christ.

It says this:  That Jesus Christ’s existence began when He was conceived by God’s creating the soul life of Jesus in Mary.  When Jesus was born He came into existence, foreknowledge became a reality.  Jesus and God are not one from the beginning but they were one in purpose.

The Unification Church

As a man Jesus was no different from us except for the fact that He was without original sin.

It also says:  Nevertheless, in the light of His attained deity He may well be called God.  Nevertheless He can by no means be called God Himself.  The death of Jesus was neither His will nor His fault.  It was murder and His body was taken by Satan.  Jesus Christ came as a sinless Adam or a perfected Adam.  His first mission was to restore His bride and form the first family of God, but He was crucified.  Jesus Christ must come again to consummate the mission He left undone 2,000 years ago.
It says:  Christ will be born in a country in the east and will place a seal on the foreheads of the 144,000.  Korea should be the nation that can receive the Lord of the second advent.
You see the one that started the Unification Church was Korea - Reverend Moon.
That is the Spirit of truth, the Word of God and of error.

Now, let’s look at the Spirit of Truth.  I’ve read to you the spirit of error.

Gnosticism – First of all we want to look at Christ as preeminent as God.  We want to look at His preeminence as God.

Pre-eminent as God

Remember, Gnosticism taught that matter was evil.  Therefore God would not or could not take on a human body.  They felt that this body was evil therefore asceticism, afflicting the body, or licentiousness, ignoring the body because it is evil anyway.  So they felt that Jesus could not, that God could never take upon Himself human flesh because matter was evil.
Now, what you see in the light of that they would deny the deity of Jesus Christ.  They would deny the deity of Jesus Christ.  They would have Jesus as an emanation from God.  They would say that Jesus is simply an emanation from God.  An emanation is something, and I want you to get this down if you don’t know it.  An emanation is something that comes forth from a source; therefore, it is like light and heat coming forth from the sun.  But an emanation is not the same as its source.  Do you understand that?  An emanation is not the same as its source.

Now, if you listen to most of these errors that we just read, you see them having Jesus, in essence they’re saying that Jesus is an emanation of God even as we are an emanation of God but they deny the fact that Jesus is actually God, that He is one with the Father, that He is one in nature, He is one in attributes.  So this is what the Gnostics would say.

Now in the light of that, Paul comes along and he wants to establish first and foremost who Christ is and he begins the full length portrait of Christ by showing us that Christ is God.

Colossians 1:15 
15And He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

The word of image is eikon.  Now when you look at eikon and when you look at image, can you understand why God said, “Thou shall not make unto thyself any graven image…
Exodus 20:4-5 
4“You shall not make for yourself £an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  
5“You shall not worship them or serve them;….
Why?  Because there is only one image of God before whom every knee will bow and every tongue will confess, and that is Jesus Christ.  He is Lord.  He is Kurios.  He is Lord and He is God.

And so, Paul establishes immediately that Jesus is the image, the image, He is the exact expression of the invisible God so that if you have seen Him you have seen the Father.
When he does this I want you to see what Jesus’ purpose is.
When Jesus Christ came as God, when Jesus Christ became flesh, God in the flesh, His purpose was twofold I believe.
Jesus’ twofold purpose in becoming flesh
#1.  To explain to us the Father

John chapter one is like a key verse in the sense that you see this verse fulfilled all the way throughout the gospel of John.
By the way, our gospel of John study is just wonderful.  It really is isn’t it?  It is just wonderful.  I’ll tell you what it does.  It just causes you to love Him more and more and more and to worship Him especially when you get to that second part which begins with the 12th or 13th chapter and moves on through the book.  We call it our intimacy with God series.  We have the tapes if you are interested in them.
John 1:18 
18No one has seen God at any time;
So Jesus is the what?  The image of the invisible God. 
18No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God speaking of Jesus who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
So what did Jesus Christ come to do?  He came to us to explain to us the Father
John 14:8-9 
8Philip said* to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”  
9Jesus said* to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me,
He didn’t say show me You Jesus.  He said show me the Father.  He said: “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip?

Why?  He is going to show him that They are the same – same in character and attributes.
He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

Then He goes on to say that His works show the Father and His words show the Father.  His works and His words.  So God became flesh, Jesus became flesh to explain to us the Father and to bring us to salvation
#2.. To bring us to salvation
He became flesh in order to bring us to salvation so that we would want the Father
Hebrews 2:9 
9But we do see Him speaking of Jesus who was made for a little while lower than the angels, not an angel, not an angel.  He has been made lower than the angels.

So what you have is like a hierarchy.  Here’s God, and I put a triangle there to represent God.  Then you have angelic beings, good ones and bad ones.  The bad one lost his halo.  Then you have man down here.  Now what he is saying is that Jesus – let’s just make the trinity here – Jesus came down and He became a man for a little while He was lower than the angels.  For about 33 years He was lower than the angels.  Now why?
Hebrews 2:9 
9But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels,  namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.
So when Jesus Christ came to earth He was born to die.  Who was He going to die for?  Was He going to die for angels?  No, He was going to die for man.  Angels do not have a Redeemer.  They made their decision when Satan fell, when Lucifer fell, and they don’t have a Redeemer.  But you and I, wonder or wonders, have that wonderful opportunity of redemption.  So watch what it says:
Hebrews 2:10
10For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, now watch that: for whom are all things.  Doesn’t that ring your bell, clack your clacker, you know, ring your bell in Colossians and through whom are all things, Doesn’t that ring your bell too?  Clack your clacker again.  in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.  
Hebrews 2:14-16 
14Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, He who?  He who?  Jesus!  Jesus, who is the image of God.  Jesus who is the image of God took upon Himself flesh so that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  

15and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.  
16For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham. 
So this was Jesus’ purpose.  Lets look at Hebrews chapter one while we are here and lets look at Jesus as the image of God.  Hebrews chapter one is probably the other passage that is so parallel with Colossians.
Hebrews 1:2-3 
2in these last days God has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, Do you see the preeminence of Christ there?  through whom also He made the world.   Do you see the preeminence of Christ over creation the same as Colossians?
3And He Jesus is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
Now lets look at this radiance of God’s glory.  I want to look at that with you for a minute - The radiance of God’s glory.  The word for glory is doxa.  It comes from a word they believe (sp? Oko) which means to seem.  When you give someone glory you give a correct opinion, a correct estimate of that person.  So what is Jesus?  Let’s say this is God the Father and Jesus is out in front of me.  Jesus is there as the radiance of God’s glory.  In other words, if you’ve seen Him you’ve seen the Father, because He gives, through His radiance, through His brightness, through His brilliance, He gives to us a correct opinion or estimate of the Father.  That is what He does.  So He is the radiance of God’s glory.  Now let’ look at that.  Let’s go from there to, and we’re coming right back so keep your finger there and let’s go to 2 Corinthians chapter 3.
Now just showing you that Jesus is the radiance of the glory of God

2 Corinthians 3:18 
18But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
Look at what He wants to do.  See, He is going to present you holy.  He’s going to present you blameless.  He’s going to present you above reproach before the Father.  Why? - Because more and more and more and more you and I are being changed into His glory.  How?  How?  By beholding Jesus!  By beholding Jesus, by holding fast to the Word, by not being taken off on some side track or some heretical doctrine but by holding fast to Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 4:3 
3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 

If you go back and look at 2 Corinthians 3 – I just want to teach you the whole Bible when I teach, but if you go back and look at 2 Corinthians 3 it talks about Moses having a veil over his face.  He put the veil over his face because the glory was going to fade.  The glory that was going to fade was the glory of the Old Covenant.  It says that when you and I come to know Jesus Christ then the veil is removed.  It’s like the shade going up.  And we behold the Lord with an unveiled face.  The veil is taken away in Christ.
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 
3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  
4in whose case the god of this world Satan has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
What do you think the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error is?  It is the god of this world blinding the minds.  I get wary and I get scared of churches and Christian groups that are built on emotions and experiences.  I’m not knocking emotions, you know how emotional I get, and you know how excited I get, and you know that I can praise the Lord and worship the Lord, but it is not just based on emotions, it’s based on truth.  It is based on doctrine.  What Satan wants to do is he wants to come along and blind your minds to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  That is why no matter where you are, you need to be in the Word.  You need to be rooted and grounded and established in the faith.
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 
3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  
4in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

Do you know John 8:24 says this:
John 8:24 
24‘Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 

So all those people who wrote all those things that do not believe that Jesus Christ is God in the flesh, One with the Father, the radiance of His glory, the exact representation of His nature, equal with God, One with the Father, if they do not believe that, they are lost.  Jesus said that if you do not believe that I Am, He used the ego ei’mi, you’d run back to Exodus 3:14-15 when Moses said, “God, who shall I said sent me?”  He told him to go deliver the children of Israel.  And He says “I Am that I Am.  This is My memorial name to all generations.
Exodus 3:14-15 
14God said to Moses, “£I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, £“Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  
15God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations. 
I Am is the same as Jehovah the Self-Existent One.  Jesus is Jehovah.
Look at Jehovah Witnesses.  If you think that Jesus is Jehovah and they come along as Jehovah’s witnesses and you don’t know doctrine they are going to get you.  The verse that you use with them is John 8:24.
John 8:24 
24‘Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 

You just keep taking them back to that and say:  “What does it say, but what does it say?”

He is the radiance of His glory.  Now go back to Hebrews 1.  He is the exact representation of God’s nature.

Hebrews 1:3

3And He Jesus is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
This word, representation is charakter in the Greek.  What word do you see there?  Character.  Now this word in the Greek meant an impress made by a die or a seal.  Do you remember when you were a young girl or young guy and it was “in” to put your signet ring and make a seal and stuff like that and seal those love letters that way.  Well, this is an impress or a die and it carries with it the idea of exact representation.  It carries with it the idea of exact representation or of exact correspondence.  What do we see?  If Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory and He is the exact representation of His nature, then we see that Jesus, listen very carefully, Jesus does not have what God has, Jesus is all that God is.  Have you got that?  Jesus does not have what God has; in other words, God hasn’t given Him part of Him.  Jesus does not have what God has; Jesus is all that God is.  This is why in John 10 Jesus said:

John 10:30-33 
30“I and the Father are one.”  One in essence.
31The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him.  I want to read this to you because it is very important.
32Jesus answered them, “I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?”  
33The Jews answered Him, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God.”  
Or, you make Yourself out (“to be” is added) God.  They understood that Jesus was saying that He was God.  So that one group that says that nowhere did Jesus Christ claim to be God, right here He did.  The Jews understood it.  You say, but that’s not the way you interpret it.  Listen, the Book interprets it’s self.  You can’t force an interpretation on that.  Those Jews understood exactly why they were going to stone Him.  It was because He was blaspheming, because He was making Himself equal with God, He was making Himself God.
Let’s go on and let’s look at the fact that Jesus is the image of God, He is the radiance of His glory, He is the exact representation of His nature.  Let me show you the difference between radiance of His glory.  That would parallel with:
John 1:1 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
So you see that what you see there is, in the radiance of His glory – you might want to write this down – it shows His identity with the Father.  But when you see the exact representation of His nature, what you see is His separate identification from the Father.  Do you see what I am saying?  You see His identification with the Father in the radiance of His glory but when you look at Him as the exact representation you see that He is a separate being.  He is a separate being.  So it’s not that when Jesus came down to earth heaven was vacant because God the Father wasn’t there.  It is God the Father and God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  Three in One; three in character; three in essence and then separate identities.  That is what you see in 

John 1:14.
John 1:14 
14And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Now, lets go on.  What I want you to see also is Jesus is in the image of God, He’s the radiance of God’s glory, He’s the exact representation of God, He is not an angel.  He is not an angel.  He is not an emanation.  To show you that again I want to take you back to Hebrews chapter 1.  The author of Hebrews is not finished with the Deity of Jesus Christ.  This first chapter is absolutely marvelous on the Deity of Jesus Christ.
And by the way, if you haven’t taken the Hebrews course, I mean, it is not an easy course but if you are ever going to take it and if you’re ever going to lead it I would suggest that now, even though you’re going to take it 2 years from now, you just start observing Hebrews.  Just read it through.  I did it for 2 years. - Didn’t touch commentaries.  I just read it through and wrote down everything I could learn about the addressees, everything about each person in Hebrews, and laid out the book and everything.  And then, when you step into it, it is so glorious.  I mean it presents Christ like no other New Testament epistle because it shows you Christ as your High Priest.  Emily brought this out when she was studying it and she gave it to me and I wanted to give it to you.  But she said, you know Christ’s work is finished here on earth.  And it is!  He said “Tetelestai”, it is finished, it is completed, it is done.  She said but His ongoing work continues in His priesthood.  And she said that the thing is that right now Christ has only one thing that He is doing, and that is on our behalf, and that is day by day, moment by moment, He is interceding for you and He is interceding for me.  He ever lives to make intercession for us.
Hebrews 7:25 
25Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
And because He is interceding for us, I mean right now He is interceding for you, that you’ll get it, and right now He’s interceding for me that I’ll get it right and well.  He is interceding for us.
Hebrews 1:3-10 
3And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,   That is where He is right now
4having become as much better than the angels,  See, He’s not an emanation from God, He is not lower than God.
 as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. 

5For to which of the angels did He God ever say,

    “You are My Son,

    Today I have begotten You”?

And again,

    “I will be a Father to Him

    And He shall be a Son to Me”?

6And when He again brings the firstborn  There is firstborn and we will look at that in just a minute. into the world, He says,

    “And let all the angels of God worship Him.”

7And of the angels He says,

    “Who makes His angels or messengers winds,

    And His ministers a flame of fire.”

8But of the Son Contrast He says,

    “(Thy) Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,

    And the righteous scepter is the scepter of £His kingdom. He is going to come again.  He is going to rule as King of kings and Lord or lords
9    “You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness;

    Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You

    With the oil of gladness above Your companions.”

10And,

    “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth,  What do you see here?  You see Christ’s pre-eminence over creation which we’ll look at in just a few minutes.
    And the heavens are the works of Your hands;

Hebrews 1:10-14 
10And, 

    “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth,

    And the heavens are the works of Your hands;

11    They will perish, but You remain;

    And they all will become old like a garment,

12    And like a mantle You will roll them up;

    Like a garment they will also be changed.

    But You are the same,

    And Your years will not come to an end.”  Why?  Because He is eternal.  He is God.
13But to which of the angels has He ever said,

    “Sit at My right hand,

    Until I make Your enemies

    A footstool for Your feet”?

14Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

He is not an angel.  He’s not sent out there to serve us who’s going to inherit salvation.  He is the captain of our salvation.  He is the author of our salvation.  So, this is who He is.
Now, let’s look at Him.
He is preeminent not only as God but He is preeminent over – what is Paul’s second point – He is preeminent over creation.  How does He say this?  Well he says this:  That Christ was the firstborn of all creation.  Now let me just stop and say this.  The Gnostics taught that matter was evil therefore God could not come in the flesh but therefore, since matter is evil and the earth is matter then God could not make the universe that was evil and had nothing to do with it.

Now what he has established is that Jesus is God and now what he’s got to establish is that Jesus as God was over creation and that what they are teaching is wrong.

Now listen, if God has nothing to do with creation, I mean you go back to evolution, if I just existed.  If I was just a little blob and all of a sudden I sprouted something and became a human being and all of that, then I am not accountable to God.  But if God created me; if all things were created in Him, and through Him and for Him, then I am accountable.  So creation is very important; it is very important.  The public school system is not going to let you teach creation as a viable thing but I’m going to tell you something, you’d better teach it to your kids and you’d better teach it to them before they get in school.  Or you’d better teach it to them while they are in school.  And I would suggest our Genesis line upon line course.  It is marvelous and the Creation Research Society – I’m selling courses today; sounds like it.  Let’s go on.

Firstborn:  The word is prototokos.  This word may denote one of two things or both.  It may denote priority of time, or, supremacy of rank.  So, if you look at firstborn, it does not mean that Jesus was the first born of God in the sense that He is the first one that came into being of God.  It is not saying that.  Firstborn show priority of time or preeminence or supremacy of position.  And if you go through the Scriptures you will see it.  But I want to tell you something; you don’t even have to know all of this if you will just look at the context.  Go back to Colossians
Colossians 1:15-16 
15And He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
16For by in Him all things were created, Now watch:  He is the firstborn of all creation for in Him all things were created.  That “for in Him all things were created” is showing His priority see to all of creation.  As you look at it it will show you His supremacy over creation because He is over thrones and principalities and everything.  both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
So if you just look at the context and you follow it for He says “for in Him all things were created”
Colossians 1:17 
17He is before all things,That’s what firstborn means – priority in time and supremacy of rank and in Him all things hold together. 
Now this is what we see.  He is over creation.
Let me just show you three things.  I want to show you the three prepositions:
#1.  In Him(some translations use the word “by”)
#2.  Through Him
#3.  For Him.
We want to look at verse 16.
Colossians 1:16 
16For For in Him, in Christ by Him all things all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, in other words, the angelic hosts and everything whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
This “all things” is tapanta.  It means, this word means the totality of all things.  It refers to the whole universe.  The totality of all things have been created through Him and for Him.

Now the “in”, if you look at “in Him all things were created”, the “in” is en in the Greek.  There are 3 different prepositions.  En  means in the sphere of his person; in the sphere of his power.  In other words Jesus was the originating source.  Jesus was the originating source of all things.  If you go to Hebrews you see that; Hebrews 11, this wonderful chapter on faith.
Hebrews 11:3 
3By faith we understand Listen, if you believe evolution you believe it by faith that the worlds were prepared How? by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 

In other words it didn’t happen with a big band or anything.  I came from where?  In Him all things were created.  What did God do?  You say, I can’t conceive of it.  Well, I can understand that but this is what the Bible says.  In Him, He spoke and everything came into existence.  Isn’t that something!  Wonderful, wonderful, what a wonderful Lord!!!!!  Listen, if He speaks and brings everything into existence and He is in you and you belong to Him, do you need to fear anything?  Because He is God.
Now, through Him, all things were created through Him.  That is the preposition dia.  It means that He was the mediating agent.  He was the mediating agent.  All of life is mediated from God through Christ.  There is One Mediator between God and man.

1 Timothy 2:5 
5For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 

All of life is mediated from God through Christ.  You see this in John chapter 1.
John 1:1-3 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2He was in the beginning with God.  
3All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 

John 1:10 
10He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 

So, it was through Him that the world was made; in Him and through Him.

And finally, the world was made for Him.  This word “for” is in the Greek eis.
Now listen, He is the end for Whom all things exist.  He is the beginning, He is the alpha, He is the omega. 

Revelation 21:6 
6Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 

In other words He is the One that brought you into being but He brought you into being for Himself, for Himself.  Go back to Colossians and let’s just read it.  It is incredible!

Colossians 1:16 
16For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
Why were you created?  Why was I born?  Do you remember that old song “Why Was I Born, Why Am I Living”?  You were born because it was God’s will that you were born.  Revelation chapter 4, the last verse of Revelation chapter 4 says all things exist for His will.
Revelation 4:11 
11“Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.”
The end of Romans 11 says
Romans 11:36 
36For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
So you were created for Him.  He is the end for Whom all things exist.
In the light of all of this go to Romans chapter 8.  He is over all creation, He is over all mankind, even creation was meant to give glory to God.  Even nature was meant to give glory to God.  You and I are meant to give glory to God and therefore all things will someday be brought into its proper order and will give glory to God.  Now watch, in Romans chapter 8 he is talking about that we are sons of God and then in verse 18 he says:
Romans 8:18-23 
18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  
19For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  Creation is waiting for this – now why?
20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, £in hope  
21that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption No more thorns, no more thistles, no more animals eating one another, fighting with one another into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  
22For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  
23And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 

Are you waiting eagerly for your adoption as sons, that you might see that preeminent Christ face to face, that you might bow the knee and say “You are Lord to the glory of the Father.  In You I have come into existence, and I have come into existence through You, and I have come into existence for You.”
Go to Isaiah chapter 11 and in Isaiah chapter 11, I love it, it is talking about Jesus coming

Isaiah 11:1-10 
1    Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, 

    And a branch from his roots will bear fruit.


2    The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him,

    The spirit of wisdom and understanding,

    The spirit of counsel and strength,

    The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.


3    And He will delight in the fear of the LORD,

    And He will not judge by what His eyes see,

    Nor make a decision by what His ears hear;


4    But with righteousness He will judge the poor,

    And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth;

    And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth,

    And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.

5    Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins,

    And faithfulness the belt about His waist.


6    And the wolf will dwell with the lamb,

    And the leopard will lie down with the young goat,

    And the calf £and the young lion and the fatling together;

    And a little boy will lead them.


7    Also the cow and the bear will graze,

    Their young will lie down together,

    And the lion will eat straw like the ox.


8    The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra,

    And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s den.


9    They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain,

    For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD

    As the waters cover the sea.

Why, because He is preeminent over all of creation.
10    Then in that day

    The nations will resort to the root of Jesse,

    Who will stand as a signal for the peoples;

    And His resting place will be glorious.

Go to Isaiah chapter 55.  I love this verse, I love this passage.
Isaiah 55:6-12 
6    Seek the LORD while He may be found; 

    Call upon Him while He is near.


7    Let the wicked forsake his way

    And the unrighteous man his thoughts;

    And let him return to the LORD,

    And He will have compassion on him,

    And to our God,

    For He will abundantly pardon.


8    “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,

    Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD.


9    “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

    So are My ways higher than your ways

    And My thoughts than your thoughts.


10    “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,

    And do not return there without watering the earth

    And making it bear and sprout,

    And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater;


11    So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth;

    It will not return to Me empty,

    Without accomplishing what I desire,

    And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.


12    “For you will go out with joy

    And be led forth with peace;

    The mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of joy before you,

    And all the trees of the field will clap their hands

.

Someday He is coming.  Someday He is coming and when He comes all of creation will respond and rejoice and worship Him.  The mountains will sing for joy and the trees will clap their hands and the wolf will lie down with the lamb and the child will play at the hole of the asp because He is Lord over all creation for in Him all things exist and through Him all things were made and for Him, for Him, you and I exist.
Let’s Pray:

Father, we want to worship You now.  How we look forward to that day when we will rejoice around Your throne, when we will sing praises to Thee throughout all eternity, when we will be free from this body of death and there will be no more sorrow, no more tears and no more death.  How we look forward to the day when the former things will pass away and when we will dwell with Thee in the New Jerusalem, the bride of Jesus Christ, where there is no need for the sun for the Lord, Your Son, is the Light of the city.  Father until then may we let His light so shine in us that men might see our good works and that they might glorify our God who is in heaven.  Father, we don’t know if we will all be together again on this earth but we know that we shall rejoice with Him around the throne and until then Father it is onward Christian soldiers.  Oh, Father, may we remember that the time has come to endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  That we must not entangle ourselves with the affairs of this life, that we might please Thee because Father it is because of Thee and for Thee that we exist.  We thank You now Father, for we know that we are stewards of the mystery of the gospel of Jesus Christ and it is required of stewards that we be found faithful.  May we hold to Christ, may we not get off balance Father but may we hold to Jesus and may we know that we are complete in Him and that this is the mystery of the glory of Christ:  Christ in you, the hope of glory.  Bless us now Father in Your holy name.  We pray that our life might be a blessing to Thee.  Amen.
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