PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 5 – LECTURE NOTES

THE CHURCH IN GOD’S PLAN OF REDEMPTION;
WHERE DO YOU FIT IN?

I want to tell you before I get into the message that you are in for I think just one of the most liberating studies that you will ever do.  You are going to find out where you fit in the body of Jesus Christ.  And the body of Jesus Christ is the church.  And so we want to look at the church today and God’s plan of redemption.  And I want to urge you to take good notes.  We’re going to make a chart and you’re going to need a whole full page but you are going to see – I’m so excited about the lesson.  You’re going to see just where we fit and you are going to get an overview from in the beginning until the end.  So let’s start up here with In the beginning God worked through individuals.  Now as we write this let me just say this; that God knew that man was going to sin.  It was no surprise to Him that Adam and Eve blew it in the Garden of Eden.  Before He ever spoke and brought the world into existence, before He ever formed man out of the dust of the earth, He knew that man would sin and so before He ever created man, even knowing what man was going to do God had a plan of redemption.  And that plan of redemption began by God working through individuals.  It was Adam and Eve that sinned.  It was to Adam and Eve that God gave the promise of a seed, a seed who would destroy or crush the serpent’s head.  So from the very beginning man knew the promise of redemption and that is Genesis 3:15 if you don’t know it.  It is the first pronouncement of the gospel.
Genesis 3:15 
15    And I will put enmity 

    Between you and the woman,

    And between your seed and her seed;

    He shall bruise you on the head,

    And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

Then as we look at these individuals, and the next key individual that you meet in the Old Testament is Enoch.  And we see that Enoch walked with God and he was not because God took him.  And yet, if we go to the book of Jude, which is just before Revelation, we see that Enoch preached to those people, those ungodly people, those ungodly sinners, and condemned their ungodly deeds and told them that judgment was going to come if they did not repent.
And then God came along and Noah was a man who was righteous in the eyes of God.  And so God had Noah build an ark.  And when Noah built the ark God preserved Noah and Mrs. Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Mrs. Shem, Ham, and Japheth, in the ark.  He preserved 8 people and took them through His judgment and He re-began the human race through Noah and yet He began it through a man who was already a sinner.
So we see Adam and Eve, we see Enoch, we see Noah.  The next main character on the scene is father Abraham and if I could remember the song I would sing it for you.  I’m sure they are singing it in our nursery here, “Father Abraham, Father Abraham”.
Now, when Abraham came on the scene God then was going to stop working through individuals and God was going to begin to work through a nation.  And so God appeared to Abraham and when God appeared to Abraham, He spoke to him and He said; and you want to write it down; Of thee I will make a great nation.  Let’s go to Genesis chapter 12 verse 2 for just a minute.  We’re not going to look at a whole lot of Scriptures but we are going to look at some key ones.  Let me just take you to Genesis chapter 12
Genesis 12:2-3
2    And I will make you a great nation, 

    And I will bless you,

    And make your name great;

    And so you shall be a blessing;

3    And I will bless those who bless you,

    And the one who curses you I will curse.

    And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”
Now when God gave that message to Abraham He was preaching, hang on, He was preaching the gospel not just to the nation that He was going to make from Abraham which would be the nation of Israel, but He was preaching the gospel to the Gentiles.

You say, Kay, are you pulling something out of the air?  No, I’m pulling it out of Galatians 3.  So, if you’ll go to Galatians 3 – after Corinthians, for those of you in America, comes General Electric Power Company, - Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians.  Galatians chapter 3 in verse 8 it says:
Galatians 3:8 
8The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” 
 And so Abraham then was going to become the one that was going to begin a new nation.  At that time all there were on the face of this earth were Gentile nations.  But God is going to make of Abraham a nation.  Now as He makes this nation, God now is going to stop in essence working through individuals and He is going to work through a nation.  He is going to work through a group of people called the nation of Israel.  And so He begins bringing Israel into existence.  Abraham has 2 sons, Isaac and Ishmael.  It is through Isaac that his “seed” shall be called.  And then Isaac has 2 sons, Jacob and Esau, but it is through Jacob that the “seed” shall be called.  And then Jacob has 12 sons and of those 12 sons we have the 12 tribes of Israel.  Jacob’s name is changed by God to Israel.  So God begins to work through a nation.  First He worked through individuals.  Now you want to put over here next to Abraham or next to nation; Now, God works through a nation.
Now, as He works through this nation we’re going to see that the nation had a purpose.  And that purpose of the nation was to Provide a Redeemer.  It was going to provide the “seed” that God promised to Eve right here and we’ll just put a  o  here for this “seed”.  That promise was then going to come through Abraham, and through Abraham’s loins was going to come a Redeemer for all of mankind.  So the Redeemer would come through this nation.
Now, this nation was confined to a land.  This nation was confined to a land.  This nation eventually, under it’s leaders, and the chief leader that we see of the nation of Israel, under Moses would worship God in one place.  So you want to put down about the nation, that this nation was confined to a land and the worship was confined to one place.  Where was the worship confined to, you tell me?  What was it called?  The Tabernacle and then it was changed to the Temple.  Where was the Temple?    The Temple was put in Jerusalem and Jerusalem was called “The Earthly Zion”.
Now, under Moses came a covenant.  That covenant was the covenant of The Law or The Old Covenant.  Now this covenant that came was given not for the purpose of redemption.  You’ve got to remember that.  It was not given to redeem people but it was given as Galatians 3 says, to shut people up in obedience until Jesus Christ could come. 

Galatians 3:19-25 
19Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made.  
20Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one.  
21Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.  
22But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 

23But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  
24Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  
25But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  

 So the Old Covenant which came under Moses; he was the messenger of the Old Covenant, that was given to keep us in line, to keep us walking according to God’s statutes, according to God’s plans.  It was involved with worshipping at the Tabernacle, at the Temple area until the Redeemer should come.
The leaders that followed Moses, who followed Moses, who took over after Moses, you tell me?  Joshua.  And then who took over after Joshua?  What period comes then?  Judges.

And then from Judges what comes. What period comes?  A period of Kings.
Who was the first king?  Saul

Who was the second king?  David
The third king was Solomon
Then after that the kingdom was divided.
But always, always relating to this nation.  God working under a people that is going to provide the Redeemer.
Now, that was in the beginning, God worked through individuals, then God worked through a nation.  Now, what He does is He comes back to work through an individual.  When does He begin to work through an individual?  In these last days God has spoken to us through His Son
So, in the last days, you and I are living in the last days.  These began with Jesus Christ.  We always think of them as just before Jesus Christ comes the second time.  But when Jesus came it began the last days.  And in these last days God again works through an individual.  And who is that individual, who is it?  It is Jesus.  It is Jesus and we are going to put a cross here for Jesus.  In these last days God works through an individual, JESUS.  Who is Jesus, who is Jesus?  He is the “seed”, right; He is the seed, very good, and He is the Redeemer.

The nation is to provide a Redeemer and the Redeemer comes to what?; to provide redemption.  You want to put that down.  So Jesus comes and as He comes He provides redemption.  Look up Acts chapter 4 verse 12.  He provides redemption and we will put Him hanging on the cross.
Acts 4:12 
12“And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”
So in these last days God is going to work through an individual.  He is going to work through God the Son, not through another human being.  You say but the nation provided a Redeemer.  Yes, through Mary, but the “seed” that was placed in the woman was the “seed” of God.  It was a virgin that conceived.
Isaiah 9:6-7 
6    For a child will be born to us, a son will be  a son in not born, a son is what?; given  given to us; 

    And the government will rest on His shoulders;

    And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

    Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.


7    There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace,
The government of our lives shall be upon His shoulders
    On the throne of David and over his kingdom,

    To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness

    From then on and forevermore.

    The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

So God provides a Redeemer, and there is salvation in none other for there is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.
Acts 4:12 
12“And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”

Therefore, every human being that lives on the face of this earth, if they have not bowed the knee and confessed that Jesus Christ is Lord, that Jesus Christ is God, to the glory of the Father, then they will be lost for all eternity, because there is redemption in no other.
In the days of Abraham, in the days of Moses, in the Old Testament days, the only way that a person could come to God was by becoming a proselyte of the Jews, by coming in under the Old Covenant, by, if they were a man, by partaking of the sign of the covenant which was circumcision, by worshipping God through the shed blood of animals to cover their sins until a Redeemer could come.  Now there is salvation because this nation looked forward to the Redeemer.  Now there is salvation only through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Go to Hebrews chapter 1 for just a minute.  Hebrews comes after all the T’s in the Bible, keep heading towards the back of your Bible and all the T’s come and Philemon, he’s so tiny we don’t see him, and we don’t use him much, and then comes Hebrews.
Hebrews 1:1-3 
1God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  
2in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.  
In other words, when God spoke and brought the world into existence it was Jesus that spoke and brought the world into existence.
3And He Jesus is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

And that is where He is right now.  Remember that a “seed” was promised to Adam and Eve.  A “seed” was promised to Abraham and let me show you that “seed”.  Go to Genesis chapter 15 verse 5, and you might want to put this right under Providing a Redeemer.
This is the day that Abraham gets saved.  God gives him a promise
Genesis 15:5 
5And He took him God took Abram outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall you’re the New American Standard’s says descendants be.” What does the King James version say?  It says “seed,”  So shall your seed be.  It is literally “seed” – So shall your seed be.  You say well, he is speaking of a multitude.  Yes, it is a multitude that is going to get saved through One, through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now, the commentary on that, and then it says in verse 6:

Genesis 15:6 
6Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
Romans 4 and Galatians 3 tell us that this is the day that Abraham got saved.
Romans 4:3 
3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
Galatians 3:6 
6Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 
Now go to Galatians 3:16 and put that down and let’s look at this “seed” and see who the “seed” is.
Galatians 3:16 
16Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 
Look it up; I’m going too fast for you.  I’m going like a steam engine.  I’m sorry, I’ve got a lot to cover; it’s God’s whole plan of redemption.  We’ve got to go from Genesis to Revelation today in one short hour.  So look at it Galatians 3:16 so that you don’t miss it.  As a matter of fact, you ought to cross reference your Bible and next to Genesis 15:5 you ought to put Galatians 3:16, then you’ve got a cross reference there.
Galatians 3:16 
16Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” plural  as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 
So here is the promise (to Abraham)of the seed and that seed is going to come through a nation.  I want to show you this in Revelation chapter 12.
Here we see Jesus, and you might want to put this down on your notes; God works through the individual.  He provides redemption through Jesus  and under Jesus put He is the seed of the woman.  And that is Genesis 3:15.  He is the seed of Abraham and that is Galatians 3:16 and underneath that put Revelation 12.  And I want us to begin at the first verse and I want to give you an overview now of God’s plan of redemption.  You are going to see where you fit in this wonderful scheme of things.  Don’t you like to know where you fit?  You know the thing that bothers me so much about the church today is to me, the church, especially in the United States of America, is so introspective.  There was a group of people and they called themselves Christians, whether they were or not I don’t know, but they contemplated their belly button, literally.  They would sit there and, that must have been hard for some of them, but anyway, they would sit there and they would contemplate their belly button.  And I think that the church in the United States of America is so preoccupied with self; self image, self esteem, self worth, my happiness, my fulfillment, my goals, my plan, my tragedies, and we forget that we are not our own, that we have been bought with a price, and that God has a plan for us.  You and I fit in the wonderful, wonderful scheme of redemption.  Last night I walked into the living room the other day and Jack and I sat down, we had a quick dinner together and we watched the news and our world is in a mess, an absolute mess.  It is terrible, absolutely terrible and it seems like we are on the brink of the coming of Jesus Christ.  And I said, “Honey, isn’t it wonderful to know that our lives are going to have eternal significance.  Your life, precious one, has eternal significance and I want you to see where you fit into the scheme of these things.
Revelation 12:1 
1A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; 
This is a picture of a nation, the nation of Israel with 12 tribes.  This is a picture of the nation of Israel so you want to put that down.
Revelation 12:2 
2and she was with child; and she cried* out, being in labor and in pain to give birth.
Here is a woman that is pregnant.  What is she pregnant with?  She is pregnant with the Redeemer of all the world.  The Redeemer comes through a nation, through the nation of Israel.
Now here is another sign.
Revelation 12:3-4 
3Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems.  
4And his tail swept* away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child.

Who is that dragon?  It is Satan and we know that because we come down to Revelation chapter 12 verse 9.
Revelation 12:9 
9And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

Remember when Adam and Eve were in the Garden and the serpent said,  “Yea, has God said…?”  The serpent deceived Eve and he has been doing the same down through the centuries.  He’s been casting doubts upon the Word of God.  He casts doubts upon the love of God.  “God knows that the day that you eat of the fruit of that tree you will be like God knowing good and evil.

Genesis 3:4-5 
4The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die!  
5“For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

God is holding out on you.  Go get it yourself honey.  And so honey went and she got it herself.  She was deceived and Satan’s been doing that down through the ages.  Now, as he takes this form of a dragon with 7 diadems on his head what you see is the Roman Empire.  And you see that as he stands there ready to devour the woman’s child when she brings Him forth, you see Satan using Herod as he sends out a decree to kill every boy three years and under in the land of Israel.  Why?  Because he wants to get rid of the Redeemer.  Satan wants to keep us in darkness.  Satan wants to keep us in slavery to sin.  Satan wants us to go into the Lake of Fire with him.  He is a liar, he is a deceiver, he is a murder, and he wants to destroy us.  So he tried to destroy our Redeemer.
Revelation 12:4 
4And his tail swept* away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child.
When his tail sweeps away a third of the stars of heaven, you see in verse 9 that his angels
Revelation 12:9 
9And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

When Satan decided that he would be like the Most High, that he would exalt himself above the Most High and he as the highest angels and one of the most beautiful angels, was cast down by God, out of his position and he took with his tail so to speak, a third of the stars, a third of the angels with him.  Those angels are his whole demonic hosts.  They are powers and principalities and spiritual wickedness in high places.  So what do you have?  You have a contest don’t you?  You have a contest.  You have Satan here trying to hinder redemption.  Just remember that, he tries to hinder redemption
Revelation 12:5 
5And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. 
Now let me ask you a question, where is Jesus right now?  Where do we read about, where is He according to Hebrews?  He is at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty on high.  Has He ruled yet all the nations?  Has He?  No!  So the plan of redemption is yet to be fulfilled.   So Jesus dies by providing redemption but that’s not the end of it.  There is more yet to come because this “seed” of the woman is to rule. As David was given a kingdom so David was promised that Messiah would come from David’s loins, from the tribe of Judah, and that someday one of David’s descendants would sit upon the throne and he would rule over all of Israel and all the nations of the earth.  So the plan of redemption has just begun with Jesus as the seed of the woman,, the seed of Abraham, and as the One that is talked about here.
Revelation 12:6 
6Then the woman fled into the wilderness Now who is the woman?  You tell me who the woman is.  She is Israel 

6Then the woman fled into the wilderness where she had* a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.
Now what he does is he takes us from the Ascension of Jesus Christ almost to the very end when Jesus is going to come again as King of kings and Lord of lords.  And before that time, what you see is, you still see the woman.  You still see a nation, a nation of Israel.  I want to tell you something, there has never been a nation that has ever existed as long as Israel and stayed in tact with, in a sense, with their – as an individual people among all the Gentiles.  And this is because of God.
So in the beginning God worked through individuals.  Then he worked through a nation.  Then in the last days He works through an individual, through Jesus Christ.  And then He works through the Church.  God works through the Church.  As He worked through a nation now He works through, not a nation, but He works through the Church, through the ekklesia.  That is the Greek word for the church and it means, listen to this, I love it, it means a called out group, a called out body, so to speak, of people.  So now God is going to work through the church and He gives a message.  When He got ready to work through a nation He gave a message to Abraham, to an individual.  And He said to Abraham, “I will make of thee a great nation.”  Now, now, the Redeemer speaks to a man and that man is Peter and He says to Peter, “I will build My church”  and He gives Peter the keys of the kingdom.  And we want to look at that.  God spoke here, God spoke to Abraham and provided and promised a nation.  God speaks again because Jesus is God and He speaks to Peter and He tells of the church.  Go to Matthew chapter 16.  And listen, you and I fit in the scheme of – I don’t want to waste any time so while you turn I’m going to talk to you.  You and I fit in the scheme of all of this.  He asks Peter:
Matthew 16:15-18 
15He said* to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
17And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  
18“I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 

Now, I believe personally, if you follow it and you go to Peter’s writings, that the rock that the church is built upon is not Peter but that the rock that the church is built upon is the confession of Peter; Thou are Jesus the Son of God, because Jesus is the Cornerstone of the church.  Jesus is the bedrock of the church and then added to that bedrock are the apostles, and prophets and then believers.  You can study that in 1 Peter but we won’t take the time to go there.

Matthew 16:18 
18“I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 

I want to tell you something, you and I may stand there sometimes as children of God, shaking in our boots, and scared and maybe fearing for our lives, but if we will just come to our senses, and if we will realize that God is our Father, and that we serve the Sovereign Ruler of all the universe “Who does according to His will in the army of heaven, among the inhabitants of the earth and none can stay His hand, and none can said unto Him ‘What doest Thou?’ as Daniel 4:35 says, then, you and I will be able to get our knees under control, and remember this, that the gates of hell will not prevail against the Church.  We are on the winning team and we are not going to be overpowered.  We are the church, we are the bride, we are the triumphant ones.  He says:
Matthew 16:18-19 
18“I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.  
19“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.” 
Now the keys to the kingdom, what were they?  I believe that it was the right to go and tell people, “Do you believe Nancy, in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Nancy, do you see that you are a sinner.  Do you see that Jesus is the only way out of your sin?  And will you receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior?”  And what do you say to me?  Yes!  And she says “Yes” then I have the keys to the kingdom and I can say to Nancy, “Nancy because you have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, because you have seen your sin and you have seen yourself as a sinner in need of a Savior and you see that Jesus is the only way and that there is salvation in no other man, Nancy, I can tell you on the authority of God’s Word that you have your sins forgiven and you are a child of God.  Now that is the keys to the kingdom.  It is glorious, and you see this again in John chapter 20.  Let me give you the verses.

In John 20 Jesus appears after His resurrection and He says in verse 22 – let’s look at verse 21.

John 20:21 
21So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, As what?  He is sending Jesus to what?  To provide redemption I also send you.”  
Jesus is sent to provide redemption.  What are we sent to do?  To preach redemption.
So, the nation provides a Redeemer.

The Redeemer provides redemption.

The Church preaches redemption
It proclaims it.  To preach means to be a herald with a message sent from a king.  And so we preach redemption.  And that is what He is saying here.
John 20:22 -23
22And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said* to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23“If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.”
Now listen, before the foundation of the world, God chose Nancy in Him, in Christ.  Ephesians chapter 1 tells us that in verses 4 and 5.
Ephesians 1:4-5 
4just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  
5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 
God chose Nancy in Christ so it has already been done in heaven.  God opened Nancy’s eyes.  God by the work of His Holy Spirit turned Nancy from darkness to light.  It was not me, I just preached to her, or I just gave her the message of redemption.  She believed and when she believed, because Christ is in me and because I am a member of the church, I also have the keys of the kingdom, and I can say to Nancy, “Nancy, your sins are forgiven.”  Or, if I would give the message to Nancy and Nancy would say, “No, I’m not going to believe.  I’m going to worship Mohammad or I’m going to do this or I’m sorry but man is at the center of his universe.  I’m a humanist.”  Then I would say to Nancy, “On the authority of the Word of God, Nancy, the door to heaven is shut to you.  You’re in your sins and you’re dead in trespasses and sins and you will perish forever if you do not believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Now that is the authority that you and I have as a member of the church of Jesus Christ.  
So He says to Peter, “I will build My church.”  Peter takes this message and he unlocks, watch, he unlocks three doors to three groups of people.

In Acts chapter 2 verse 14 Peter unlocks the doors to the Jews.  In Acts chapter 2 in verse 14; it is the day of Pentecost and Peter begins to preach and he says:

Acts 2:14-16 
14But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words.  
15“For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the £third hour of the day;  
16but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel:

Drop down to verse 21 and this is the end of the message.
Acts 2:21 
21    ‘And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
And then in verse 37:
Acts 2:37 
37Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” 

He just told them, you’re the ones that crucified Jesus.  You’re the ones that put Him to death.  And they say, “What shall we do?”
Acts 2:38-39 
38Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
39“For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.” 
So the promise was first to the Jews.  Romans chapter 1, Paul says”
Romans 1:16 
16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. Or to the Gentile
So it is to the Jew.  He unlocks the door next, to the enemies of the Jews, and that is the Samaritans
In Acts chapter 8, Peter is involved
Acts 8:5 
5Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 
Acts 8:14-16 
14Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John,  
15who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  
16For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
So here is Peter opening the door to the Samaritans.  He’s the one that comes and is actually there when the Holy Spirit comes upon them.
Then you move to Acts chapter 10.  In Acts chapter 10, verse 34, after having a dream Peter goes to the house of Cornelius the Gentile.  Peter has a dream before this and in this dream a great sheet is let down.  In this sheet there are all sorts of unclean animals.  God says to him in that vision, “Arise, kill and eat those”.  Peter says I have never touched anything that is unclean.  And God says to him, “Don’t you call what I’ve made unclean.”

Now the Jews thought that the Gentiles were dogs, unclean dogs.  So God now sends Peter to the Gentiles and he unlocks the doors to the Gentiles

Acts 10:34-37 
34Opening his mouth, Peter said: 

“I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality,  
35but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him.  
36“The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)—  
37you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed.  

And he gave the gospel to them and they came to know Christ.
So works through a church but He tells this individual that “I will build My church” and He gives him the keys of the kingdom.
Now, what is the church?  Let’s look at the church.  First of all let’s compare it with the nation of Israel.

When God worked through the nation the world had to come to the nation.  Why?, because the nation was in one place and one place of worship.  But through the church, the church goes to the world.  And is there one place of worship?  No, there are many places of worship and God is worshipped in spirit and in truth, and the church is established all over the world.
In Luke chapter 24, if you’ll go there, the church is called to preach redemption.  The church is called to preach redemption to the people.
Jesus is about to ascend into heaven
Luke 24:46-48 
46and He said to them, To the eleven. “Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day,  
47and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  
48“You are witnesses of these things. 
I want to ask you a question.  How is the church doing through you?  How is the church doing through you?  Are you a witness to those who know Him not?  Are you a witness by the way that you live?  Are you a witness by the words that you speak?  Do you see that you and I are sent into the world?
You say, I just don’t know how to serve the Lord.  Well, that is what this course is going to be all about so that the body can move in this progress of redemption, in this process of redemption.

I want you to go from there to Revelation chapter 5.  I want to show you what the church is going to be made up of.  And as we look at it I want to just tell you something very, very quickly.  This is so beautiful.  In Revelation chapter 5 John has a vision, and he says, - and he is caught up into heaven and he has this vision
Revelation 5:1-4 
1I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book Literally a scroll. written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  
2And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?”  
3And no one Now listen, no one  in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it.  
4Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it; 
What is this?  This is a scroll that is wrapped that has 7 different seals.  What is that scroll?  It is the title deed to the earth.  When God created man, man was to rule over the earth.  Man was to reign over God’s creation.  The earth was given to man but because man did not listen to God man forfeited his right to rule, and sin entered into the world.  And down through all the ages there has never been one single person that could bring all this sin to an end, that could bring the final judgment upon Satan and all of his demonic hosts, that could never really redeem back the earth for man.  There has never been anybody worthy.  John is weeping.  He is tired of it all.  John is on the island of Patmos and he’s been dipped, tradition says, in a caldron of hot boiling oil for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  He is saying, “When, O Lord, when will it all come to an end?  When will this redemption plan become complete?  And he begins to weep and the angels begin to weep and then, all of a sudden, there comes someone approaching the throne – A Lion, A Lion that is a Lamb.  A lion rule, a lamb suffers.  The Lion/Lamb, Son of God – watch what it says:
Revelation 5:5-8 
5and one of the elders said* to me, “Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, From this nation of Israel, from the tribe of Judah  the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.” 

6And I saw £between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  
7And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  
8When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  

That is us.  Have you been longing for the day of redemption?  Are you tired of sin?  Is your heart ripped in two by all the immorality and all the iniquity that you see?  Do you wonder, will He ever come?  Will it ever be made right?  Will we ever be, not the underdog, but will we be the ones who stand in victory beside the throne?
I can tell you this; I believe it with all my being, you and I are on brink of the coming of Jesus Christ.  When He will come I do not know, but I know this, I know prophecy, and I know that it is all lining up.  I know that God is getting ready to work, not through the church again, but through the nation of Israel again.
And my fear for you my beloved is this; when He comes, will you be asleep?  Will you be lounging on your bed in apathy, indulging yourself with the junk food of the world, or will you be found in the fields that are white unto harvest, waiting and watching for the Son of Man, laboring while it is yet day, knowing that the night is coming when no man can labor?  The whole purpose of, our whole ministry of every energy, of every person on this staff, is to establish you in God’s Word so that when that day comes, and He opens the scroll and the wrath of God is poured out on this earth and a third of the green grass is burned up and a third of the water is bitter and can’t be drunk, and when all these tragedies happen on the earth, so that you and I, as we stand before Him will have heard;

“Well done My good and faithful servant, you have occupied until I’ve come. 
You are My bride, My glorious bride, and you have made yourself ready.
You are My body and you have served Me well.
You are My temple and you have praised Me with your life.
You are the pillar and support of the truth and you have earnestly contended for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”
We are on the brink of the time when people are going to weep, wondering is there no one who can open the seals.  And He is about to come, and He is about to take that scroll in heaven, it will be opened in heaven, and to break one seal and then another seal, and if you want to know what they are like read Revelation 6 and the rest of the book of Revelation because out of that seventh seal comes seven trumpets and seven bowls.  Read it and you will see.  Oh church, Oh church, you have a responsibility and that is to preach redemption.  And I want to tell you something, America has lost it’s vision for the world.  America has become so rich and so fat and so lazy and so content and so entangled with the affairs of this world that they have forgotten that we have been called to go to all the nations.  They don’t come to us, we’re to go to them.  And when we go this is what will happen.
Revelation 5:8-10 
8When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  
9And they sang* a new song, saying, 

        “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.

10        “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.”

You and I are called to go.  We can’t all leave the United States of America, but we can go on our knees, we can go by supporting those that go, or we can go ourselves or we can send our children.  There is a world out there oh church and it needs to be reached, and it needs to be reached in a hurry.
You, as you are going to see, you are the body of Jesus Christ.
Colossians 1:24 
24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions. 

It says that he might fill up his body, which is the church, so you are the body of Jesus Christ.

In Ephesians 2:19-22 you are the dwelling place of the living God.  We are stones built upon the foundation of Jesus Christ

Ephesians 2:19-22 
19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household,  
20having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  
21in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,  
22in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

Ephesians 5:25-27 you are the bride of Jesus Christ
Ephesians 5:25-27 
25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  
26so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  
27that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 
He says that husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it.

You are the pillar and guardian of the truth

1 Timothy 3:15 
15but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. 

The church is the pillar and guardian of truth but you can’t guard something that you don’t know.  And I just want to commend you for wanting to know God’s Word.

Now, when the church is complete then the Lord will come with His bride.  Go to Revelation chapter 19.  When the church is complete, when that last one has been brought in to the body of Jesus Christ, when that last one that makes up the bride is complete, then Jesus will come.  Revelation 19, verse 6, that last sentence in verse 6:
Revelation 19:6-8 
6Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, 

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.


7“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.”  
8It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.

Revelation 19:14-16 
14And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  
15From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; There is your fulfillment as we saw in Revelation 12. and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  
16And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
He is coming again.  But listen, I believe that before He comes to earth – this is my own personal belief and you may not agree with it, but before He comes to earth He is going to catch the bride up and then He is going to work through a nation again.

God will again work through a nation. 
What is the nation?  It is the nation of Israel.  Go to Romans chapter 11, verse 25.
Romans 11:25 
25For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—This is the mystery.  that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 

Remember He worked through a nation, then He worked through the individual Christ, then He worked through the church and He sent the church into all the world.  We’re the Gentiles.  When the last Gentile to be saved makes up the body of Christ, the bride of Christ, the temple of Christ, is brought in, then the fullness of the Gentiles will have come in.  Is God through?  No, because the promises of God are Yeah and Amen.  And watch what he says:
Romans 11:26-29 
26and so all Israel will be saved; Not all Israel from the beginning but all Israel that has survived this holocaust of the tribulation will be saved.  A third of it, the Scriptures tell us in Zechariah  just as it is written, 

    “The Deliverer will come from Zion,

    He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.”

27    “This is My covenant with them,

    When I take away their sins.”

28From the standpoint of the gospel they  The Jews are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers;  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
29for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  

Precious one, you are part of God’s redemption.  And you are going to see, you’ve seen the overall view.  In the weeks to come you are going to see how you fit, how you fit in the body of Jesus Christ.  The unique place that you have, the unique calling that God has given you, so that you might have His grace poured out on you and you might serve Him so that when He comes and takes you home you will not be ashamed when you see Him because you have done what He ordained for you to do.  He says:
John 15:16 
16“You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 

Faithful is He who calls you who will also do it.
Let’s pray:
Father, thank You, thank You for Your Word.  Oh Lord, we say to Thee, “Come quickly Lord Jesus, Come.”  But when you come may we be ready.  May we not be found asleep.  Amen.

In the beginning God worked through INDIVIDUALS
Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:15)  o(promised seed)
Enoch (Genesis 5:22-25; Jude 14-16)

Noah (Genesis 5:29 through Genesis 9)

Abraham  o  - NATION  --  Provide a Redeemer  (Gen 15:5)
Now, God works through a NATION - ISREAL
Provide a Redeemer  Genesis 15:5(purpose of that nation)

This nation was confined to a land (Canaan – later called Israel)

Their worship was confined to one place (the Tabernacle then the Temple)

Covenant of The Law


Leader – Moses>>> Joshua>>> Judges>>> Kings
(Kings: Saul, David, Solomon – then the kingdom was divided)

In these last days God works through AN INDIVIDUAL, JESUS.

JESUS provides redemption
Jesus – seed of the woman

Revelation 12

God works through THE CHURCH
Peter -  “I (Jesus)will build My church”  
Church preaches Redemption

God will again work through A NATION - ISRAEL
