PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 6 – LECTURE NOTES

“HIM…..NO OTHER”
Him, none other is sufficient, none other is adequate, and none other is able to satisfy and to meet all those deep needs and longings that you have as a man or as a woman or as a teenager.  In Him and in Him alone are you going to find everything that you need.  And that is what Colossians is presenting to us.

What I want to do today, and as I prayed about, I feel like God just wants to minister to us just in us seeing Him for us.

Colossians 1:12-13 
12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. 


13For He rescued (delivered) us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  

More and more I have seen just the dimension of what it means that you and I were delivered from the domain, from the rulership of darkness.
Colossians 1:13-16 
13For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  
14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

15And He is And it is speaking of the Son the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
16For by Him This is where we come to the first Him that we’re going to look at 

16For by Him By Jesus all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, When he is talking about visible and invisible he is talking about a whole spirit world that you and I can’t see.  He is talking about the cherubim and the seraphim that around the throne.  He’s talking about not only the good angels but the angels that fell and the angels that went with Satan.  So He’s in charge and He’s The Creator of all things whether they are visible or invisible whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities and there are thrones and dominions and rulers and authorities on earth but there are also thrones and dominions and rulers and authorities in heaven.  There’s a whole hierarchy of angelic beings that are opposed to God that have gone with Satan.  But He is above all of these things—all things have been created (by) through Him and for Him.  

And so it is this first Him that we look at, what I want you to see if you’re taking notes is this:

#1.  You were created by Him.

I think that this is so important for you to realize.  You are not an accident.  You are in the heart and plan of God.  God has a purpose for your life.  He created you.  You were created by Him but you were also created for Him.

#2. You were created for Him

I want to take you to Psalm 139.  If any passage brings it home concisely it is Psalm 139.  As you look at Psalm 139, you are getting a glimpse of God and you are seeing Him omniscience, you’re seeing His omnipresence and the fact that He knows us and that there is not a thing that He does not know about us.  And then as you come down in Psalm 139 to verse 13 we see this:  We see Him as the Creator/Sustainer.  
In the first 6 verses we see Him as The Omniscient One

Psalms 139:1-6

1    O Lord, You have searched me and known me. 


2    You know when I sit down and when I rise up;

    You understand my thought from afar.


3    You scrutinize my path and my lying down,

    And are intimately acquainted with all my ways.

4    Even before there is a word on my tongue,

    Behold, O LORD, You know it all.


5    You have enclosed me behind and before,

    And laid Your hand upon me.


6    Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

    It is too high, I cannot attain to it.

In the 7th through the 12th verse we see Him as The Omnipresent One.  Omniscient means that He is all knowing.  Omnipresent means that there is no hiding from Him, He is there.  

Psalms 139:7-12

7    Where can I go from Your Spirit?

    Or where can I flee from Your presence?


8    If I ascend to heaven, You are there;

    If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.


9    If I take the wings of the dawn,

    If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,

10    Even there Your hand will lead me,

    And Your right hand will lay hold of me.


11    If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me,

    And the light around me will be night,”


12    Even the darkness is not dark to You,

    And the night is as bright as the day.

    Darkness and light are alike to You.
And then in verse 13 through verse 18 you see Him as the Creator/Sustainer.

Psalms 139:13-

13    For You formed my inward parts;

    You wove me in my mother’s womb.

In other words, when conception was taking place, conception was taking place because God was conceiving you, because God was bring you into being, God was weaving you in your mother’s womb

14    I will give thanks to You, for £I am fearfully and wonderfully made;

    Wonderful are Your works,

    And my soul knows it very well.

15    My frame was not hidden from You,

    When I was made in secret,

    And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth;


16    Your eyes have seen my unformed substance;

    And in Your book were all written

    The days that were ordained for me,
    When as yet there was not one of them.

Not only did He cause your conception but He wrote in that book, before there was one of your days ever began He wrote in that book all of the days of your life; how many days that you would live.  He knows not only the time of your birth but He knows the time of your death and if you belong to Him, He knows the time of your going home to be with Him.  If you don’t belong to Him, He knows the time of your descent into hell and then eventually into the Lake of Fire where the worm dies not and the fire is not quenched.  All things were created by Him and for Him.  He didn’t just superintend the creation of Christians, of those who would believe on Him, but He superintended the creation of all mankind.  And if you go through the Scriptures, and we won’t go through the Scriptures, but you can see that He has made even the wicked to glorify His name.  So all things were created by whom?  By Him.  And all things were created by what?  For Him.  And He says in verse 17:
Psalms 139:17-18 

17    How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!

    How vast is the sum of them!

18    If I should count them, they would outnumber the sand.

    When I awake, I am still with You.

Now this is written from the perspective of a believer and he is saying, “God, the thoughts that you have toward me are precious thoughts, precious thoughts.  Not thoughts of evil but thoughts of good as it says in Jeremiah 29:11

Jeremiah 29:11 
11‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. 

So as we look at Colossians and as you have studied it, we have looked at Christ and we have looked at Him as the Creator but what I want you to see now, is I want you to see that you were created by Him individually, specially, by Him and you were created for Him.  How important this is, to remember this.

I have a letter that I want to read to you.  This gal up in our guest bedroom, in our first guest bedroom where Norma stays so often, there is a little cross stitch and that cross stitch has grapes on it and it says “Abide in Me”.  In another part of my house, in our bedroom, up above our mantle, there is a cross stitch of the names of God and it is taken out of our book.  Brenda is the one that did the cross stitch when she was yet a teenager and was in my house and she is the one that designed the cross stitch that somebody else did for me that is above our mantle in our bedroom.  Brenda has been around since her teenage years and as a matter of fact, her sister dated our second son, so we’ve known them for quite some time and Brenda is now married.  Some time ago she was pregnant and she wrote this letter to tell us about the birth of her child.
As most of you know, we found out in late October that the child that I was carrying was anencephalic.  His brain tissue and skull did not form adequately in the early months of pregnancy and he would not live more than a day or so at best.  It came as quite a shock and the grief that we experienced was intense.  The doctor’s gave us the option of an early C-section at 4 months which technically would be abortion, or to carry the baby to full term and have a regularly scheduled C-section.  We knew from previous study of the Bible that God values any life and that He is the giver and taker of life.
A good illustration of this is Psalm 139 and she gives the verses that we read.
So we knew in obedience to God and His Word that we would carry the child full term or until God took his life in the womb, and we began to cling to His Word and the promises of His faithfulness
They clung to Whom?  To Him
I can’t tell you how tenderly and faithfully God has kept us during these past 4 months.  A favorite verse on this thought is Psalm 145 verse 20, The Lord keeps all those who love Him.  Every question and fear and doubt we took to the Lord and He graciously came alongside us an answered what needed to be answered and comforted when we needed that.  I had one really low point that lasted almost a week.  I kept reading my Bible and praying and knew that God I want you to see that God and none other that God would have to be the One to lift me out of it.  He did!  As I was reading one night He said to me, in my thoughts, “Don’t think that because I’ve allowed you to suffer that I don’t love you.  I love My Son and I allowed Him to suffer most of His life on earth.  I had a higher purpose for Him and I have a higher purpose for your life too.”  What a comfort.  He lifted me out of despondency and I have been stable ever since.  Only the Lord could do that.  Typical me, this is getting lengthy isn’t it?  I will wrap it up with the exciting details of our child’s birth.  I went into labor 4 days before scheduled.  I was really hoping to do that.  It is so wonderful to know that God’s timing is perfect.
Are you thinking that when the baby was born the baby was normal, that God performed a miracle?  Just hoping.
Stewart was able to be with me for the first time in surgery.  That’s her husband.  He was so funny peeking over the screen watching the surgery and asking questions like, “What kind of a thread is that that you are using?”  Anyway, our son was born at 12:55 March 4th.  He was precious.  He only weighed 5 lbs. 1 oz. but he had the biggest hands and feet I’ve seen on a baby, just like his dad.  He had the sweetest, most kissable mouth and Stew and I couldn’t seem to get enough.  We had no idea how many hours he would be with us so we passed him back and forth to each other talking to him, singing to him, telling him of our love.  He lived 24 hours and 30 minutes and what a wonderful day with our son.
I remember Brenda telling me that they kept a little cap over his skull, over his head because there just wasn’t anything there
She said, I could see how our love sustained his life for hours beyond what was expected.  He perked up at the sound of our voices and would coo back at us.
That to me is amazing because babies don’t coo when they are first born, or I haven’t seen babies that coo when they are first born.
He was nothing but a blessing and we have no regrets from carrying him full term.  We named him Adam, which means created by God, Christopher, follower of Christ.  He, in one day, touched so many lives of observers, doctors and nurses in the hospital.  We were able to share with so many of our faith in Christ and the strength and the joy He infuses in our lives during times like these.  Thank you, each and every one, for remembering us in your prayers these past few months.  It has been an enriching experience for us and we have seen victory where the world would predict defeat.  Your prayers have held us up and we are so thankful for our friends, old and new.
I’d like to close with two final thoughts.  One thing that we can both say has been true for us is from Job 42:5 I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear but now my eyes see Thee.  Also, always remember, where God’s will leads, God’s grace keeps.

In Him, in Him, we were created by Him, we were created for Him.  Was Adam Christopher created for Him?  Yes, Adam Christopher was created for Him and when God wove him in his mother’s womb and left out that part, it was no surprise to God.  God wove him that way.  You say what kind of a God is that?  He is a merciful God.  He’s a loving God.  He’s a just God.  He’s a fair God.  He’s a righteous God.  He’s a holy God.  He’s a Sovereign God.  And can that which is created say to Him, “What are You doing?”  Can the clay say to the Potter, “What doest Thou?”  No.  We were created by Him and we were created for Him and every one of us on the face of this earth has a purpose.  We need to remember that.  As we look at Colossians he keeps taking up back to Him, to Him, to Him, to what we have in Him.
Now go back to Colossians chapter 1.  The second thing that I want you to see in Colossians is that in Him all things hold together

# 2.  In Him all things hold together
Colossians 1:17 
17He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 
Or in Him all things endure.  And what I want you to see is this, and looking at it not from the fact that Jesus is keeping the whole universe together, but I wan to look at it in a very personal way, and I want you to write it down.
Jesus is the glue in your life.  He is the glue in your life that is going to hold you together.  He is the glue in your life that is going to keep you from falling apart.  He is the glue in your life that is going to enable you to endure no matter what comes your way.  Nothing, no one, is every going to keep you from what God has for you.  This is why:  1 Thessalonians 5:18
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
16Rejoice always;  
17pray without ceasing;  
18in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
So in everything we are to give thanks
Go to Romans chapter 8.  I think that I’m going to wear these verses out but they are true, and they are comforting and they are stabilizing.
Romans 8:28 
28And we know We know with an absolute certainty that £God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 

That word causes means, it is in the present tense in the Greek and it means that it keeps on causing all things.  It doesn’t say that all things are good.  It does not say that all things are good.  There are things in life that are very, very painful.  They’re fires in your life that are very, very painful.  And yet, because God is God, God takes the sum of your life and He takes every one of these trials, every one of these afflictions, every one of these hurts, every one of these pains, even what Brenda and Stewart went through with their child, and He, because He is the Great Redeemer, causes it to equal or causes it to result in good.  Not that they are good.  I want you to understand that, but He causes, because He is the Redeemer, He is able to take every situation of life, because He can hold it together, see, because He is God and He is Sovereign, He can make it work together for your good.
that £God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 

He is defining Christians.  If you are truly born again you will love God.  Not that you have to have a hot flame of emotion all the time but there will be a love of God.  So to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 

Romans 8:29 
29For those whom He foreknew, When did He foreknow you?  He knew you before the foundation of the world.

29For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined He marked out beforehand  to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 
So whatever comes in your life is for your good but it is also for Christlikeness.  It is so you will be Christlike.  And because you have Him, and because He is who He is, then He is going to hold your life together and He is going to make it result in good.
Romans 8:31 
31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 

Now listen, there are people on this earth that are going to be against you.  Your husband may walk out on you.  Your kids may turn around and lift their fist in your face.  They may tell you that they don’t care if they ever see you for the rest of their lives.  Your father may forsake you.  Your mother may forsake you.  Your best friend may forsake you.  But God is always there and God is always for you.  He is always for you.  Don’t forget that.  We think, “God’s not for me.  God’s not for me.”  God is for you!  God is for you!

Romans 8:32-34 
32He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him With Jesus freely give us all things?  He is going to give you everything that you need.
33Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies;  
34who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was £raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 

Is Jesus going to condemn you?  No, because He died for you, He was buried for you, He was raised for you, He ascended for you, and what is He doing right now, He is interceding for you.  He is interceding for you.  This is what you have in Him.  This is the One that is going to hold all things together and keep your life what it ought to be.
Romans 8:35-36 
35Who will separate us from the love of £Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  
36Just as it is written, 

    “For Your sake we are being put to death all day long;

    We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

I have been reading a little book called, “A Prisoner and Yet.”  It is one of Corrie Ten Boom’s first books that she put out and it is an account.  Corrie Ten Boom was a Dutch woman who with her sister and her father hid Jews in their home in order to protect them from Hitler and what he was doing to the Jews.  They were caught eventually and they were taken to prison.  Their father died in prison and eventually Betsy, Corrie’s sister died in prison and Corrie was allowed out of that prison to share the gospel of Jesus Christ and the good news and the sufficiency of Jesus Christ all over the world.  But when they were first in prison they had to strip down, these are pure as the driven snow as far as a purity of lifestyle and a freedom from the exposure of the awfulness of immorality, and they had to stand naked and walk past these leering men and this is the thing that Betsy thought that she could not do.  And then God reminded her as she stood there that His Son hung naked on a cross.  She was accounted as a sheep for the slaughter but more than a conqueror and she could make it, and she endured.  No matter what comes your way you can endure because in Him all things are held together.
Romans 8:37-39 
37But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  
38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  
39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
In Him all things hold together
2 Timothy 1:7 
7For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline  (a sound mind).
A mind under control.  He holds us together.  He’s the glue of our life.

Go back to Colossians chapter 1 and let me show you the next thing.
He is to have first place in your life

Colossians 1:18 
18He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 

He has first place in creation.  He has first place in the fact that He was raised from the dead, to have victory over death.  But although He is all those things, listen, practically speaking, down here in your life, He is to have first place in your life.  And He is to have first place in my life.  And every single thing, in every single decision, the call that God gives to us is to love Him supremely.
Go to Matthew chapter 10.  In Matthew 10 we have one of the passages where Jesus is speaking to the disciples and He is telling them what it is going to be like to follow Him.
Matthew 10:34-35 
34“Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  
35“For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 

You say, “Well what is He?  Is He a breaker up of relationships?  No, He is simply telling you that when you come to know Jesus Christ and those in your family don’t, all of a sudden you have opposition, and all of a sudden many times you have an enemy.

Matthew 10:36
36and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household. 

You say, “Well, if that is what it takes to follow Jesus Christ, I’m sorry but I love my relationships more.  I love my husband more.  I love my children more.  I can’t stand to be alienated from them.  I can’t stand to have them walk away.  I love them more.

Well, He’s got to have preeminence.  In Himself, He came in Himself to have first place in everything.

Matthew 10:37-38 
37“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  
38“And he who does not take his cross What is the cross?  It is an instrument of death, death.  And once you are nailed to a cross, listen, if they took a person down that had been nailed to a cross, because of what they do with those nails that person would never walk again.  So because of the cross He is calling us to death to self.  and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.  

Matthew 10:38-39 
38“And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.  
39“He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it.
He must have preeminence, preeminence, He must have preeminence.  He must be first if He is to have preeminence.
Then, what you need to see is:

You need to love Him and let the love of Christ control you or constrain you
2 Corinthians 5:14 
14For the love of Christ controls us, I am to love Him above all others. having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 
When it says that the love of Christ controls us, He is saying this:  The word controls; the King James says constrains us, it means to shut you up to one purpose.  It means it is like walking down a road with a brick wall on one side and a brick wall on the other side so that you are shut up to one path and one path alone.
Now that is what it is to be in Him.  In Him; He is to have the preeminence.  In Him the love of Christ is to control you.  It is to constrain you.  It is to shut you up to one purpose so that if your loved ones leave you , if your loved ones fail you, their love or their lack of love or their failure of love is not going to take you off that path.  I cannot tell you how this verse has held me in the midst of great, great temptation; great, great, temptation because I’ve known that if Christ does not have the preeminence in my life, if in Him I don’t find all my satisfaction so that He is the governing control of everything else, then I will be miserable and that I will end up in sin.

I have another letter here that I want to share with you.  It says:

Dear Kay, I am not good at expressing myself but I would like to try.  As I listened to your program this week it almost scared me.  It was as if you were talking about me.  Let me try to explain.
I have been married for many years with teenage boys but so unhappy at home.  I felt empty.  My husband has always been a good provider but he wouldn’t show those little expressions of love that so many women need.  He never remembered Birthdays, Anniversaries, Mother’s Day – said I wasn’t his mother – or Valentine’s Day.  Never hardly said “I love you” unless I asked him.  And then I met this woman.  I was drawn to her.  It started off as me wanting to help her, then I wanted to be with her all the time.  I made excuses to see her.  I suspected that she at one time had been a lesbian.  My mind started thinking what it would be like to be with her.  We never had an affair but I nearly lost my home and family because I got to where I didn’t care.  Now listen.  I was tired of being taken advantage of at home.  It seemed like all they wanted was a maid and a cook so I rebelled against it all.
And she goes on to say:
I’m not saying that it was my husband’s fault.  I know that I am responsible for my own actions but I wouldn’t have had that need if things would have been right at home.
I want to tell you something, things may never be right at home.  They may never be right at home.  You may never have the marriage that you want to have, and you may look at others that have.  Costelle and Mia who are our Romanian couple on staff, have the most wonderful, wonderful marriage.  And you may go and have dinner with them and see that kind of marriage and long for that but you may never have it.  But listen, in Him all things hold together and He Himself is to have the preeminence in your life.  It is not marriage, it is not your children, it is who; Christ.
Go to Colossians again and moving on.  In Him there is reconciliation.  In Colossians chapter 1 verses 19 through 22 we see reconciliation.
Colossians 1:19-22 
19For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,  Now you are going to see more of that in chapter 2.
20and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. 


21And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  Although you were separated from God, although you were hostile in mind, although you were engaged in evil deeds
22yet He God has now reconciled you in His Christ’s fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—  

Now I want to look at this reconciliation.  I want to first of all tell you that the word reconcile is used several times in this passage.  Reconcile means, and you want to write it down.  It means to change from enmity to friendship.
Reconcile  means to change from enmity to friendship
You and I, because we are born in sin, because we are born in Adam, we are at enmity with God and we need to be reconciled to God.  And what God is showing us is that we can’t reconcile ourselves, but it is in Him that we have reconciliation.  And God accomplished it by making peace through the blood of the cross of Jesus Christ, and you studied that.
Reconciliation

1.  Means to change completely

2. Brings a man into submission and harmony with God
What He is showing us in the passage is that not only is He going to bring man in submission and harmony to God but He is going to bring all of creation into submission and harmony with God.  But listen, He won’t bring all of creation into submission and harmony with God until He brings man into submission and harmony with Him.  Until he is complete in the church and then He will begin the process of bringing everything; things on earth as it says in 20 and things in heaven.  He is going to bring those together and He is going to reconcile even those things to Himself.
Colossians 1:21 
21And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,
This word, alienated, is in the perfect tense, and it means a past completed action with a present and continuous result.  What he is saying here is, alienated means, now watch this, it means to transfer ownership from one to another.

You and I were born in sin.  We were owned by Satan; Ephesians 2:1-3

Ephesians 2:1-3 
1And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  
2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  
3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

And you can just put it down that we were sons of disobedience, we were children of wrath, and we walked under Satan’s dominion.  In Colossians chapter 1 he says though that He delivered us from the domain of darkness into the kingdom of His Son.
Colossians 1:13 
13For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 

So we were delivered, so we were transferred from the ownership of one to another.  We should have belonged to God, right, because God created us but because of sin we belong to Satan.  So we were alienated, we were hostile in mind and we were engaged in evil deeds.
Now how did God do this?  I want you to see that in Him, in Jesus, to affect this reconciliation, in Him you have a Kinsman Redeemer.  You have a Kinsman Redeemer.  Now I am going to have to show you this very, very quickly.  But I want to show it to you because it is beautiful.
In the Old Testament they had this teaching about a kinsman redeemer or a goel or the Hebrew writes it ga al (with an accent mark over the” a”.  And so, in the Old Testament what we see is a kinsman redeemer redeeming four things.  Write them down.
A kinsman redeemer redeems 4 things
1.  One sold into slavery

A kinsman redeemer would redeem someone that was sold into slavery.  Go to Leviticus chapter 25
Leviticus 25:47-55 
47‘Now if the means of a stranger or of a sojourner with you becomes sufficient, and a countryman of yours becomes so poor with regard to him as to sell himself to a stranger who is sojourning with you, or to the descendants of a stranger’s family,  
48then he shall have redemption right after he has been sold. One of his brothers may redeem him,  
49or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may redeem him, or one of his blood relatives from his family may redeem him; or if he prospers, he may redeem himself.  
50‘He then with his purchaser shall calculate from the year when he sold himself to him up to the year of jubilee; and the price of his sale shall correspond to the number of years. It is like the days of a hired man that he shall be with him.  
51‘If there are still many years, he shall refund part of his purchase price in proportion to them for his own redemption;  
52and if few years remain until the year of jubilee, he shall so calculate with him. In proportion to his years he is to refund the amount for his redemption.  
53‘Like a man hired year by year he shall be with him; he shall not rule over him with severity in your sight.  
54‘Even if he is not redeemed by these means, he shall still go out in the year of jubilee, he and his sons with him.  
55‘For the sons of Israel are My servants; they are My servants whom I brought out from the land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.
What he is saying is, ok, I get in debt, I sell myself as a slave, God says that if you’re my relative I can buy myself but how does a slave buy himself out of there and save that much money or a blood relative can come and pay the price of what I owe to that man and redeem me so that I am no longer his slave.
Now listen, follow me very carefully and very quickly.  

You and I were born mankind, right?   When we listened to Satan in Adam we were sold into slavery.

John 8:34 
34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. 

So being sold into sin, being born in sin, then we are in slavery to whom, to Satan.  We are under His domain of darkness but God doesn’t want to leave us there so God provides for us another man to redeem us?  Can you, could you, can one human being redeem another?  No, why not; because we are all slaves of sin, because all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.
Romans 3:23 
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
So what does God do?  God send His own Son in the likeness of flesh.  Jesus becomes a man.  Then He is not under Satan, so, not being under Satan, not being a sinner and set free from sin, He is able to redeem man.  He is able to redeem man.  So there is redemption number1 of a slave.  Number 2; there is redemption of the family line or the family name.  In Deuteronomy 25 verses 5 through 10 is a redemption process.
2. There is redemption in the family line or the family name

Deuteronomy 25:5-10 
5“When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the deceased shall not be married outside the family to a strange man. Her husband’s brother shall go in to her and take her to himself as wife and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her.  
6“It shall be that the firstborn whom she bears shall assume the name of his dead brother, so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel.    So she doesn’t go and marry outside the family so that that man has an heir in the family.  But, listen, 
7“But if the man does not desire to take his brother’s wife, then his brother’s wife shall go up to the gate to the elders and say, ‘My husband’s brother refuses to establish a name for his brother in Israel; he is not willing to perform the duty of a husband’s brother to me.’  
8“Then the elders of his city shall summon him and speak to him. And if he persists and says, ‘I do not desire to take her,’  
9then his brother’s wife shall come to him in the sight of the elders, and pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his face; and she shall declare, ‘Thus it is done to the man who does not build up his brother’s house.’  
10“In Israel his name shall be called, ‘The house of him whose sandal is removed.’
So there was redemption of the family name too.
Remember Ruth, remember Boaz, remember how she went to glean in the fields of Boaz and remember how Boaz was a kinsman.  They fell in love and they wanted to get married but he said to Ruth, ”Ruth, there is one other that has the first right of redemption.  Go to Ruth chapter 4.  
Ruth 4:1-7 
1Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there, That is where they made decisions; at the gate and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz spoke was passing by, so he said, “Turn aside, friend, sit down here.” And he turned aside and sat down.  
2He took ten men of the elders of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down.  
3Then he said to the closest relative, “Naomi, who has come back from the land of Moab, has to sell the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech.  
4“So I thought to inform you, saying, ‘Buy it before those who are sitting here, and before the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if not, tell me that I may know; for there is no one but you to redeem it, and I am after you.’” And he said, “I will redeem it.”  
5Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance.”  
6The closest relative said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, because I would jeopardize my own inheritance. Redeem it for yourself; you may have my right of redemption, for I cannot redeem it.” 

So this was the custom
7Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning the redemption and the exchange of land to confirm any matter: a man removed his sandal and gave it to another; and this was the manner of attestation in Israel.  

So what he did was, he took off his sandal and he gave it to Boaz and Boaz took the sandal signifying that he had the right to Ruth.  Now listen, listen, Boaz and Ruth had a son by the name of Obed, and Obed had a son by the name of Jesse, and Jesse had a son by the name of David.  Redeemed, redeemed.  So there was redemption for a slave.  There was redemption for a family, for the family name.  There was redemption for the land.
3. For the land – Leviticus 25:23-28

Leviticus 25:23-28 
23‘The land, moreover, shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are but aliens and sojourners with Me.  
24‘Thus for every piece of your property, you are to provide for the redemption of the land. 


25‘If a fellow countryman of yours becomes so poor he has to sell part of his property, then his nearest kinsman is to come and buy back what his relative has sold.  
26‘Or in case a man has no kinsman, but so recovers his means as to find sufficient for its redemption,  
27then he shall calculate the years since its sale and refund the balance to the man to whom he sold it, and so return to his property.  
28‘But if he has not found sufficient means to get it back for himself, then what he has sold shall remain in the hands of its purchaser until the year of jubilee; but at the jubilee it shall revert, that he may return to his property.

The land was to stay within a family so if a piece of land got sold then there was a redemption right for those that owned the land.
Now go to Jeremiah chapter 32 and let me show you something.  In Jeremiah chapter 32 what you see is this:  You see Jeremiah telling the king don’t fight against the King of Babylon because we are going into captivity.  The king is mad at him and they are persecuting Jeremiah.  It is on the brink of the Babylonian captivity – the Babylonian captivity is already in process.  There are three sieges.  In this, all of a sudden, the Word of the Lord comes to Jeremiah and this is what He says:
Jeremiah 32:7-15 
7‘Behold, Hanamel the son of Shallum your uncle is coming to you, saying, “Buy for yourself my field which is at Anathoth, for you have the right of redemption to buy it.”’  
8“Then Hanamel my uncle’s son came to me in the court of the guard according to the word of the LORD and said to me, ‘Buy my field, please, that is at Anathoth, which is in the land of Benjamin; for you have the right of possession and the redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.’ Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD. 


9“I bought the field which was at Anathoth from Hanamel my uncle’s son, and I weighed out the silver for him, seventeen shekels of silver.  
10“I signed and sealed the deed, and called in witnesses, and weighed out the silver on the scales.  
11“Then I took the deeds of purchase, both the sealed copy containing the terms and conditions and the open copy;  
12and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, in the sight of Hanamel my uncle’s son and in the sight of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, before all the Jews who were sitting in the court of the guard.  
13“And I commanded Baruch in their presence, saying,  
14‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, “Take these deeds, this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, that they may last a long time.”  
15‘For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, “Houses and fields and vineyards will again be bought in this land.”’

Now what is He saying?  He is saying, Look, go buy this land.  Well this land is about to go into captivity.  He says take your right of redemption and buy it, why; seal it in a jar because you are coming back, you’re coming back.  And when you come back this land is your land so redeem it.

And then you see:
Jeremiah 32:16-17 
16“After I had given the deed of purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah, then I prayed to the LORD, saying,  
17‘Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You, 
Jeremiah 32:27 
27“Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult for Me?” 
What He was telling him was; Look, I may send you into captivity but I’m bringing you back.  Jeremiah was full of absolute praise.
Now there is one more redemption thing.  Put it down, number 4.  The other thing is that a redeemer could, was to avenge the blood of a murderer
4. Avenge blood of a murderer – Numbers 35:19

Numbers 35:19 
19‘The blood avenger himself shall put the murderer to death; he shall put him to death when he meets him. 
The word is translated avenger but it is gaal.  And what he is saying is this:  That if you killed my son, listen, if you killed my son you would have to be put to death because that was the law.  Who would put you to death?  I, as a kinsman, would put you to death.  I would put you to death justly.  I am the blood avenger.
So these are the 4 things that now that you see the right of redemption.  You see the right of redemption of a slave, of a family, of land and of murder.

Now listen, in Him, in Christ, in Him, God has given you a Kinsman Redeemer.  God has given you a Kinsman Redeemer.  God sent Jesus, made Him a man in order to reconcile you, now listen, to reconcile you to God.  To bring you out from and under Satan’s control into God’s control, out of submission to Satan and into submission to God and to give you, listen, to give you everything that you lost in Adam.  Now watch, He is the Kinsman Redeemer.  You were a slave to sin.  But if the Son shall set you free, you are free indeed.

John 8:34-36 
34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.  
35“The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.  
36“So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.  
And He set you free by paying the redemption price.  Now listen, the redemption price for Jesus Christ was His blood.  So He redeemed you by paying the redemption price but He also, listen, He also is going to redeem not just you but He is going to redeem the family of man, the family of man.  Not all mankind but He is going to redeem the family of man and the family name.

He is going to redeem the land.  Remember in Colossians it says that He is going to reconcile all things to Himself whether things in heaven or things on earth.
Colossians 1:20 
20and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
So also He is going to avenge, listen, He is going to avenge your blood.  He is going to avenge the murderer of mankind that Satan brought about when he led man into sin.  Now let me show you all this.  Go to Revelation chapter 5.  It is so beautiful.  In Revelation chapter 5 he sees God on the throne with a scroll, listen, with 7 seals on this scroll.  And it says:
Revelation 5:1-10 
1I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  
2And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the book Or the scroll and to break its seals?”  
3And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it.  
4Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it;  
5and one of the elders said* to me, “Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.” 


6And I saw £between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  
7And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  
8When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  
9And they sang* a new song, saying,

        “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.


10        “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.”

Now listen, when He takes that title deed, do you know what it is, it is the title deed to earth.  He is not only going to redeem you so that we stand before the throne and say, “Worthy is the Lamb”; there are men there from every tribe and every tongue and every nation, but listen, He is redeeming everything that was lost and reconciling it back to Him.  And this is what He is doing; as He takes that scroll and He begins to break the seals do you know what you see, you see the breaking of 7 seals of judgments, and it follows in Revelation the next chapter, the 7 seals of judgments upon the earth as God Himself redeems to Him and brings into reconciliation everything, not only on earth but everything in heaven.  And what you see through the rest of Revelation is you see that reconciliation of things in heaven and things on earth as Satan is brought into total and absolute subjection to God, and all the angels, and all of mankind, and all the heavens, and all the earth are brought in until finally we have a new heaven and a new earth.  That’s in Him that you have this reconciliation.  You have a Kinsman, a Kinsman Redeemer.  Now listen, you have a Kinsman Redeemer that will not, listen , will not lose you, that will not lose you, that has given you forgiveness of sins and that has given you the blessing of knowing that He that has begun a good work in you will perform it.
Philippians 1:6 
6For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Let’s go to Colossians chapter 1 verse 22
Colossians 1:22 
22yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him Now watch holy and blameless and beyond reproach— 
Now listen, blameless is the idea of, it is a word that shows, it is a technical term for an animal that has been sacrificed to God because it is an animal without spot or blemish.  Now in that reconciliation in which Jesus bought you as the Kinsman Redeemer, this is what He is saying to you:  He is saying, “Look, I am going to present you, I’m going to present you before the throne.  I’m going to present you blameless.  I’m going to present you without spot.  I’m going to present you beyond reproach before God.
So in Him you have a reconciliation, and you want to write it down, in Him you have a reconciliation, precious friend, that is going to present you to Him blameless and without reproach.

It says in verse 23:

Colossians 1:23 
23if indeed  It is first class condition – Since indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

Now this is what he is saying:  He is saying what Philippians 1:6 says

Philippians 1:6 
6For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it Complete it even until the day of Christ Jesus.  - The day of your redemption.  Until this purchased possession, this body has been redeemed.  He that has begun a good work in you will complete it.  But he is saying something else to and I want you to see it.
The continuance in the faith is the reality of your salvation   or   Continuance is the test of reality.

In other words, if you are truly born again you will continue in the faith.  Because you are born again, He will, in Him, you have that guarantee of redemption.  He has redeemed you and He will not lose you, He will not take off His shoe and toss it away.  You will not have to spit in His face.  He has redeemed you and He that has begun a good work in you will complete it.

Go to Jude 24, just before Revelation

Jude 1:24-25 
24Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  
25to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
So He is able to make you what, He is able to keep you what; from stumbling and to make you stand in His presence.  That’s what you have in Him.  In Him that is what you have.  And there is more, there is more and you are going to see it as you do your homework in Colossians chapter 2, but that is what you have in Him.  Now, live in the light of it.
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