PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 7 – LECTURE NOTES

“WHAT’S GOING TO KEEP YOU FROM BEING DELUDED DOCTRINALLY?”

What is going to keep you from being deluded doctrinally my friend?  That is the subject that we are going to look at today as we look at Colossians chapter 2.
What I want to do is read you a letter that I got just recently from radio.  It says:
Dear Kay Arthur,

I was listening to your commentary on how we know God’s Word is true and infallible with Betsy Bird.   Betsy and I did a program on the Word of God on Precept.
How I got to know the Word of God is, after my children left home in 1980 to look for jobs in Houston because of the recession.  As I spent more time reading spiritual poems and Scriptures from the Bible a theme seemed to develop little by little.  As I dwelt in prayer on Scripture, impulses and spiritual vibrations started flowing through my mind and body.  It didn’t take long before I realized that the Lord’s spirit was working through me bringing me thoughts and impressions of things past, present and to come.  My dreams suddenly took on new meaning.  When I realized that Christ’s spirit was also working through them, to bring me messages of love, guidance, etc. by means of symbols when His presence came to me in various ways, such as mother, father, brother, friends, husband, sweetheart, etc., any way He chose through His spirit to comfort or guide me
I have found through spirit impulses and symbols our Lord leads and guides me day by day, and moment by moment, and fully expects us to humble ourselves in His holy presence repenting always before Him.  Since I have come to know the Lord in spirit and truth He has become the focal point of my life.  I live each day by, for, and through Him.
Now to live each day by, for, and through Him is wonderful.  To walk in repentance is wonderful.  To want to come into His presence is wonderful but there is something seriously wrong isn’t there?  The poor woman is really off base.  So we wrote her and in essence, I won’t read everything we wrote, but we wrote:
So many are seeking fulfillment in this life and apart from Jesus Christ it will not be found.  There are so many that are being carried about by every wind of doctrine but the trickery of men, by craftiness and deceitful scheming as Ephesians 4:14 tells us.  We need to be grounded in God’s Word so that we know thus sayeth the Lord.
We recommended that she get into Precept Bible studies.  On the bottom of her letter I put a ps and she wrote me back.  She tore this off and wrote me back.  And this is what I put on the ps:
Dear, to be honest with you, God speaks through His Word not through vibrations and symbols.  Read Colossians over and over and over dear, for it warns us of this.  Read Colossians 2 very carefully, especially the last verses.
So she writes back:
Read what God has to say to you in Proverbs chapter 1 verses 20 through 33.
In Proverbs chapter 1 verses 20 through 23 it talks about wisdom but it talks about turning away from that wisdom.  So she’s picked up now, and she thinks that she has wisdom and she thinks that I’m missing God’s wisdom.  She says:
As I read your comments the Holy Spirit reminded me of Proverbs chapter 1 verses 20 to 33.  I suggest you read what God thinks of those who refuse to know and accept Him in spirit and truth.

And so she sent me  a message that come from  - what she says - the Holy Spirit.  Now how do I know whether that message is from the Holy Spirit or not?  How do I know whether what she is experiencing is really of God or not?  How do I know whether or not I should pursue something like this?  How do I know; maybe I’m not spiritual because I don’t have God speak to me through vibrations and impulses and things like this, how do I know?
Well, the question is you need to know how you know because so many are being deluded.  I mean what this woman is into is not some freak thing that nobody else is into.  People are into things like this and the problem is that they think that they are in a right relationship with God in spirit and in truth.  They are in a relationship in spirit but I don’t believe that it is God’s Spirit.
So, how are you and I going to be kept from being deluded?

I want to look at 4 things with you; 4 things, and I will give them to you and then we will go over them one by one.

HOW ARE YOU GOING TO BE KEPT FROM BEING DELUDED
#1  By having a godly pastor, or a godly minister, or a godly shepherd.
First of all, you are going to be kept from being deluded by having a godly pastor or a godly minister or a godly shepherd, whatever you call the man that is the head of your church and serves as the pastor or the shepherd or the minister.  Let’s look at a godly minister or a godly shepherd or a godly pastor.
First of all we want to look at his calling. 
His Calling
 As we look at the minister, or the pastor, or the shepherd.  In fact let me just put it up here  - as we look at our pastor; I like that because it is the word shepherd, to watch over the flock.  It is a very biblical term.  It would be, if you would look at it for the qualifications, you would see it as elder.
But if you are going to be kept from being deluded by these various winds of doctrine and everything else, number 1, you are going to have to have a godly pastor; you are going to have to have a godly shepherd.  I want you to see what his calling is because Paul tells us all this in Colossians and I think that it is very important.

Colossians 1:25 
25Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, 
So what is his calling?  His calling is that of a minister.  Now the word for minister is diakonos.  But you say that is the term for a deacon, yes, but right here what he wants us to see is something that is very, very special and very, very important.  A minister, a diakonos, is one who is called to serve.
So first of all if you are going to be kept from being deluded and carried about by every wind of doctrine going off base doctrinally, you’re going to need a shepherd who is a minister, who is there to serve.  Now I want to tell you something, all ministers are not there to serve.  We have ministers in our church that are there to serve.  As a matter of fact, one of our ministers is here right now, but we have pastors that are there to serve.  I know hundreds of churches where there are pastors there to serve but all pastors are not there to serve.  Some pastors are there to be served rather than to serve.  So you need one who understands his calling.
He needs to understand that he is a steward of the mysteries of God

Colossians 1:25 
25Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me And here comes the servant attitude again for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, 

Now, preaching is not there.  It is so that I might carry out the Word of God.  So let’s look at the fact that this minister, that his calling is to be one who serves but he is also a steward, you want to write this down, he is a steward of God; he is a steward of God sent to fulfill the Word, a steward of the Word of God.
Now go to 1 Corinthians chapter 4 and let me show you something.  You’ve spent some time in your homework in 1 Corinthians and Lord willing someday I want to write a course, a Precept course on Corinthians.  It is so needed for the church in America.
In 1 Corinthians chapter 4 in verse 1; now he is speaking of himself as a teacher.  He’s been dealing with the fact of Apollos, and himself, and Peter, and that and he says 
1 Corinthians 4:1 
1Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ There we come again as the servant and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
In other words a steward is one that watches over somebody else’s property.  And what God has given to Paul and what God gives to those that are shepherds, is He gives them the stewardship of God’s Word.  And so we are to watch over God’s Word.  We are to be very careful with the way that we handle God’s Word.  Keep your hand there for just a minute and go to Jude and let me show you something.  We are to earnestly, as it says in Jude 3:
Jude 1:3-4 
3Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 
4For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness  In moral anarchy you can live anyway you want to and still be saved is what they are saying  and deny  Now watch what they deny   our only Master  And that word there is despotes which means one who has absolute authority over you, absolute authority over you  and Lord, Jesus Christ.
So we are stewards of the mysteries of God and we are to earnestly content for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.  So, if that is to all of us then it certainly is to one who is a pastor.
1 Corinthians 4:2 
2In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy. 

So your pastor that is going to keep you from being deluded and carried away by false doctrines will have a certain character.  He will understand his calling to serve you.  He will understand his calling as a steward of the Word of God, and he will guard that very, very, carefully.
Now some of you are in godly churches but I want to tell you something, a lot of Christians are sitting in churches where they don’t have a pastor like that and I think that everything rises and falls on leadership.  How can you witness to others and invite them to come to church but you don’t want them to come to your church.  So you need to be under godly leadership because if you’re not under godly leadership then that man can creep in, so to speak, unnoticed, bringing destructive heresies that can lead you astray and if you really don’t know the Word of God you’re going to be led astray.  So it is so very, very important.
I want to take you to Hebrews chapter 13.  I want to tell you that it is so important that you and I understand how vital it is that we be in a local body of believers, that we be members of churches.  I want to tell you something, if anyone every tells you that Oh, you’re in Precept and because you are in Precept you don’t need to be in a church, I want to tell you something, that is not our belief.  That is not biblical, and that person does not know us, nor know what we stand for, or what we believe because every single believer needs to belong to a local church fellowship and they need to be active in that church fellowship in its worship and participation however God says.  It is important because every one of us needs someone over us.
Hebrews 13:17 
17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

The other day I was sitting with several if our pastors and I said, “I want you, I want you to hold me accountable, and I want you, if you ever see me off base in any way I want you to let me know.  If you ever see me walking in a way that is unbecoming to Jesus Christ I want you to let me know.  We need that leadership
Hebrews 13:17 
17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

They’re going to give an account for the way that they shepherd you.  They are going to give an account for your welfare because they are not only to feed you, and you see this in John 21, and we won’t go there, but they are not only to feed you, but they are to guard you and keep you and help you to walk properly.  So it is vital that you be in a church fellowship for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, Some of them really do it with grief because of the way that we behave but Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

Now next to that verse you might want to write Hebrews 13:7.  Now lets go back to verse 7 because if I am going to obey my leader, if I’m going to submit to my leader, am I going to submit to anybody?  Am I going to submit to a man that is using the pulpit as a means of financial gain, or using the pulpit as a platform for his own needs, or for his own benefit?  Is that the kind of man that I am to submit to, no, you have a responsibility to make sure that you are under the right kind of man.
Hebrews 13:7 
7Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct,Or the end of their life or the goals of their life, what they are headed for  and  imitate their faith. 

So you want to be sitting under the right man.  You want to make sure that it is a godly man.
We see his calling; now let’s look at his message.
His Message
What is the message of this man of God that is going to help me to stay free and not be deluded or deceived by false teaching?  His message will be Christ.  His message will be Christ.  He is going to proclaim Him.  I want to take you back to Colossians and let’s look at it.
Colossians 1:28 
28We proclaim Him,Now remember, Paul is the minister and he is saying that we proclaim Him admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 

So this is the message.  It is your responsibility to listen very carefully to the message that a man is bringing.  If you have a message, if you have a man that very seldom opens the Word of God; if you have a man that teaches you all about self image, all about positive thinking or positive behavior and stuff like this, and you don’t have a man that expounding to you the Word of God, I would say myself, I would say, get out of there because this man’s message, if it is going to keep you from error, has to be the message of Jesus Christ because Jesus Christ is the dividing point.  He is the dividing point between false doctrine and true doctrine.  If anything, if you ever spot a cult, you will spot and pick up what is wrong with that cult, or you’ll spot them as a cult if you’ll know what they believe and teach about Jesus Christ and the work of Jesus Christ, the ministry of Jesus Christ.  So it says 28We proclaim Him
How does he proclaim Him?  First of all he admonishes.
28We proclaim Him, admonishing every man
The word for admonish is nouthetountes.  It is an important word because it comes from two words.  It comes from nous which is the mind, and theto which means to put in the mind.  So to admonish somebody means to put things into their mind or to remind them of certain things.  It means to put in mind or to remind them of certain things.  This word has to do with training by word.  It is training by words.
So this mans message as he gives it to you, he will train you by the words that he speaks.  Now as he gives this message of this admonishing you’re admonishing what you see happening here, is you will see:
Encouraging:  As he admonishes there will be encouraging; encouraging you to go forward, encouraging you if you are weak.  Encourage you not to faint.

He will also reprove you.  Showing you where you are wrong.  This will come out in the message.

This word admonish, putting in the mind, has to do with the will and the emotions; and this word admonish means that you are going to be warned, you are going to be warned.

This is a very important part of a message.  He is going to admonish and then he is going to teach.
So his message will be Christ; he will be proclaiming Christ.  He will be admonishing you.  He will be training you by word; it is a training.  And he will teach you.  To teach means to give you instruction.  Admonishing is more on the training, and teaching is more on the instruction.  He will be giving you instruction in wisdom.  The word for wisdom is Sophia.  Wisdom is insight into the true nature of things.  It is not merely imparting facts, giving facts or truths that he knows.  He won’t merely be giving you facts and truths that he knows but he will be giving you understanding.  He is going to be giving you things that he understands.  He is going to do it with wisdom.  That means that when your pastor stands up and is teaching, he is not just parroting what he read out of commentaries.  He’s not just parroting another mans message.  There is a book that you can get that a ministry has put out, and it is a thick book, Betsy and I have seen it.  We even saw it in Australia.  It is a thick book and it has all the outlines of the messages.  It has messages after messages outlined, the illustrations that go with them and everything; and you could just literally just open your notebook, it is 3 ring, and you could open that notebook, pull those notes out and walk up and you could give those, it is wonderful outlines.  The man that has done them is an outstanding expositor.  But you could get those and you could read those things, and just practice reading them and you could give the illustrations cause the illustrations are right there to go with them, but that is not doing it in wisdom.  In wisdom is when you have understanding, and he needs understanding into the true nature of things.  Listen, I have a lot of knowledge of the Word of God, and, but, I will get down on my knees and say “Lord, I know what this is saying,” I can tell you the Greek, I can tell you the construction, I can lay it out, but Lord, I still don’t have a handle on what you are saying here.”  And I will tell you that takes hours, and that takes time, and that takes being on your knees, or prayer, asking God to open the eyes of your understanding that you might behold wondrous things out of the Word.
Psalms 119:18 
18    Open my eyes, that I may behold 

    Wonderful things from Your law.

I was witnessing to a cab driver on this last trip I was on, and so I got in the cab and the Lord just opened up a way for me to witness to him.  And this man said “the right things”.  I mean he had the facts of salvation, the basic facts, we didn’t cover all of them, of salvation but I knew that he didn’t know the Lord.  I knew that he didn’t know the Lord but he had the right words.  And you see there is a difference and so your shepherd, your pastor, is supposed to take this message, the message is to be Christ, and with that message he is to admonish you and he is to teach you.
Lets look at just admonish and teach for just a minute.   The Gnostic were saying that revelation of God and revelation of spiritual things was only for a select group of people.  It was only for a select or special group of people.  Not everyone was initiated into this Gnosticism so that they could really have this understanding of God.  But when you see that this man’s message is to admonish, and it is to teach, you see that he is out to reach everyone.  He is out to reach everyone and he is out to reach the common man and every man.  And in a message, when you give a message, or when somebody is teaching, or you’re a Sunday school teacher, and you give your teaching, you need to work in the admonishing in there and I will tell you why; because there are people who need to be convicted of sin.  There are people there that may not be saved.  I was just at this publisher’s convention or annual meeting or something like that, bi-annual meeting; and I finished my message and as I was praying the Holy Spirit was telling me, “give an invitation.”  This is only a room with t 25 or 30 women in it; “give an invitation”.  I thought, “Lord, You’re going to make me give an invitation and nobody is going to get saved.”  Talk about argue.  I thought, “This is going to be embarrassing.  I’m not sure that that is You.”  I could not get over the fact that I was to give an invitation.  I don’t give an invitation unless God tells me to, and since I’ve started doing that, every time somebody is saved.  I thought for sure, this is Christian publishing, well 2 women got saved.  Two women got saved.  You never know who is sitting there.  And so the people may not need admonishing.  They may not need encouraging.  They may not need a reproof but others may, so you do both.  This is what he will be doing in his message.  That is what his message will be like.
Now, one other thing about his message; it will have as its goal the completeness or the maturity of his sheep.  His message will be Christ, it will admonish, it will teach, but it will also have as its goal completeness or the maturity of his sheep.
Colossians 1:28 
28We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 

That means complete or mature.  In other words, someday he is going to stand before God at the Judgment Seat of Christ and when he stands before God he is going to have his sheep there.  And his goal should be that when he stands there before God that the sheep that he has there with him are complete in Jesus Christ.  So when a pastor has this in view he is not going to stay on one doctrine.  He is going to do as Paul said in Acts 20; he is not going to shun to declare the whole counsel of God.  So he is going to be declaring the whole counsel of God because he wants to take this person to completeness and you might want to write this down.  Completeness is the attainment of the proper end, or the proper goal or purpose of one’s existence.  Now what is the purpose of my existence?  It is to be like Christ.  The purpose of my existence is to be like Christ.  God made man in the image of God.  That image was marred through sin.  His goal is to get us back into Christ-likeness again.
When he says that he wants to present us every man complete in Christ, this word present is a word that is used in reference to the coming of Jesus Christ and the time before Him.
1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
19For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  
20For you are our glory and joy.
And the glory and joy of that pastor is going to be you, mature, complete, in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:23 
23Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In other words, every aspect of our life is to be without blame at the coming of Jesus Christ.  This is what his goal is going to be in delivering that message.
Let’s look at His Cost.  What is his cost?  What is it going to cost him to do this?

I want to take you back to Colossians because you need to appreciate the cost, and you need to honor those, as Thessalonians says, who labor in this way among you.
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 
12But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,  
13and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another. 
Colossians 1:29 
29For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.
Now if you want to know what his cost is, let me give you the Greek word.  It is (striving) agonizomenos.  Now you tell me, from that Greek word, what word do you see?  You see agony, that’s right!  And so it is going to be agony for him to get his sheep that way.  No, it is going to be hard labor; it is going to be very hard labor.  And what he is saying here is, his cost, 29For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.  So this striving is an intense exertion; it is an athletic term.  As a matter of fact, when they train for the Olympics there is Greece, and when they train for the Isthmus events which were like and equal to the Olympics, the men went into training and they stayed in training for I think it was for 9 months, and they were very, very disciplined.  They went into this building and they never came out for the next 9 months or whatever it was.  Every day they would go out and they were stripped stark naked, their bodies were rubbed down with oil, and they would go into a courtyard called “The Agony” and that is where they would exercise every single day, everyone doing the same basic exercises.  Now what he is saying here is, if he is going to be a godly man he is going to have to labor.  So the word labor, and I want you to put this down, is kopio.  And as I teach this, Betsy is sitting in front me and I want to tell you something, this woman is an example of this.  She labors and it is wearisome toil, wearisome toil.  Not that you don’t want to do it but, I mean, you toil so hard.  Any teacher that is a good teacher, a good teacher is going to toil and going to labor.  So it is a wearisome toil and it is an intense exertion.  And he does it though, according to,, and this is so important, and it is not written well in the New American Standard.  In the New American Standard it says, according to His power, which mightily works within me.  But really it reads this way:  But according to God’s working in power.  It is according to God’s working in power.  So what he wants us to see is that word for working is the word that has energy in it.  It is energeian.  So you see that word energy.  So what he is saying is this:  that he toils and he labors but it is not in his own strength.  It is according to God’s working in him which is powerful, which is powerful.
Now let’s go to 1 Peter chapter 4 and let me show you this.
1 Peter 4:11 
11Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
So his strength has got to come from God.  And there are times, and you may be a teacher and you can take this on down to teaching because as a teacher of the Word of God, I personally don’t believe in women pastors.  I don’t think they are biblical, a woman as an elder of a church or as a minister of a church, head elder or whatever you want to call him.  I don’t believe that is biblical for women but I see myself and some of our staff as underneath our pastor helping our pastor to do the job so that people won’t be deluded.  And if you are a Sunday school teacher you can see yourself in that same role.  And so you do it by the strength that God gives.
Philippians chapter 2; and this is a great verse and it is for anyone that has to do anything for the Lord.
Philippians 2:12-13 
12So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  
13for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
Work out means to carry out to completion.  Now watch what he says:
13for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
He gives you the desire and He gives you the ability.  He gives you the desire and He gives you the ability.
Now there is one more thing that I want you to see about this godly minister.  I want you to see that his cost is not just labor but his cost is intercession, intercession.  I believe that that is what Paul is showing us in Colossians.

Colossians 2:1 
1For I want you to know how great a struggle That word struggle then is agona. I have on your behalf and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, 
Now where is Paul?  Paul is in prison.  Well how then is Paul struggling for them if he can’t be there?  He is struggling for them in prayer.  We know this from Colossians chapter 1 in verses 9 through 12 where he talks about praying for them.  So he, in his prayers, he is struggling for them.
Now I want to tell you something, this is something that I need to know more of, more of.  This is an agonizing in prayer.  This is an agonizing in prayer.  This is a work in prayer.  This is a labor in prayer.  This in not “Lord, bless my flock.”  This is heart wrenching, crying out to God on behalf of the people.  And he is struggling for them; he says:

Colossians 2:2 
2that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 
So he is praying for them.  Now is praying, and I want you to put down what he is praying because what he is praying for them is what you should be.
What he is praying for them

#1. That their hearts may be encouraged (comforted)
He is praying number one that their hearts will be comforted, that their hearts will be comforted.  And I want to tell you something, if your heart is not comforted you are vulnerable to every wind of doctrine that comes along because there is a torment going on there.  You may have knowledge but if you don’t comfort there is a torment going on in there and so you’re open to anyone that is going to come along with a false teaching to tell you how you can get rid of that torment.  And they are going to say, “Oh, well you need to do this.  Oh, you need to have that.  Oh, you need to seek this.”  And they are going to lead you away from Christ.  So he is praying that their hearts may be encouraged or comforted.  Now this word comforted means encouraged; it has three words that go with it: encouraged, exhorted, and strengthened.  It has a three fold meaning.  And when your hearts is encouraged, comforted, exhorted, strengthened, then you can face anything, you can face anything.  But when your heart is gone, when you go down into that despair and the heart is gone out of it, then you are vulnerable.  And so this is what he is praying.
He’s praying number 2; he’s not only praying for their hearts to be comforted, but number 2, he is praying for spiritual unity.  He is praying that they will be knit together in love.

#2.  For spiritual unity – that their hearts will be knit together in love.
2that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love,
See love causes me to be concerned about other people.  Love causes me to overlook another’s transgressions.  Love causes me to be able to see somebody warts and all, and filter those out and still love them unconditionally.  He wants them to have spiritual unity.  He wants them to be knit together.  This work knit together means compacted together, harmoniously fit together.  And I will tell you why; because alone it is very hard to stand.  Alone it is very hard to stand.  You have a person, and this is why the church is so important, you have a person who is going through trial and trauma and they are going through it all by themselves it is very hard to stand because the enemy is coming after them and that.  So if they are part of a group, part of a group that loves them and this is what I want to see in our Precept groups, in our Precept one groups.  I want to see our groups not only walk out knowing the lesson but having shared their lives so that as you come out you’re not just getting the facts but you are having that relationship where you’re being knit together and understanding and loving one another and bearing one another’s burdens, watching over one another, caring after one another, concerned for one another, praying for one another.  That’s what I want to see happening in Precept.  My fear and Betsy’s fear is that you will just come away with knowledge and we don’t want you to come away with just knowledge.  We want your hearts to be knit together in love.  Alone it is hard to stand and that is why in Hebrews 10 verse 24 and 25 he says:
Hebrews 10:24-25 
24and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  
25not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
I want to tell you something, we are on, the things that I see happening and hear happening and I’ll be sharing them with you later, but I will tell you we are on the brink of the end times.  I am seeing a change in people and I’m seeing a change in our nation, and I’m seeing a change in our world events, and more and more and more as we see the day approaching Satan is going to let out all of his stops, and we’ve got to be there.
Geese, have you ever seen geese when you’ve heard the honking and you’ve looked up in the sky and you yell to everybody “Look, look, look!”  Because you hear those honking geese and they are going through the sky and how are they flying?  They are flying in a v; in a vector.  So they are flying out like this.  Do you know that geese fly 70 times farther in a vector than they can by themselves?  They fly 70 times farther in a vector then they can fly by themselves, when they fly solo.  Doo you know that when they fly it is not always the same goose that is the head goose.  They rotate. They rotate.  And so it is not an elevation of one but it’s the caring of one another, a body kind of like thing.  And if one goes down some of the geese will leave that vector and go down and try and get that goose airborne again.  So we need to have our hearts knit together in love.
Psalm 133 tells that when the brethren dwell together in unity the blessing of the Lord will be there.
Psalms 133:1-3 
1    Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 

    For brothers to dwell together in unity!


2    It is like the precious oil upon the head,

    Coming down upon the beard,

    Even Aaron’s beard,

    Coming down upon the edge of his robes.


3    It is like the dew of Hermon

    Coming down upon the mountains of Zion;

    For there the LORD commanded the blessing—life forever.

So you need to know these things so that you can help your pastor and help your church.
The third thing that he did; the next thing that he prayer for was he prayed for a full assurance of understanding, a full assurance of understanding of Jesus Christ
#3.  A full assurance of understanding of Jesus Christ
Colossians 2:2 
2that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 
Why is a full assurance of understanding important?  Well, he is praying for them because if they don’t have that full assurance of understanding they are going to be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine.  Look at Ephesians chapter 4.  In Ephesians chapter 4 he tells that he gave these gifted men, pastors, teachers, evangelists, prophets…..
Ephesians 4:11-15 
11And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  
12for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  
13until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man,That’s the same word as complete in Christ  to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 
Now when this happens, when you come to maturity, when you are equipped, when you are established, then as a result

14As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;  
15but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 
Now, what’s happened to this gal is, this gal that is telling about the spiritual vibrations, the letter I read; she is flying alone, she is flying alone.  She’s got something that has happened to her that I believe is demonic.  I believe that it is from the enemy and not from God.  She has been caught and she has been led astray by a wind of doctrine that is not from God.
So this is what he is praying; a full assurance of understanding.  Let’s look at Luke chapter 1 verse 4.  When Luke sat down to write this gospel he wrote it so that you might know the exact truth about the things you have been taught.  In other words, he lays down an account of the life of Jesus so that Theophilus might know the exact truth of the things which he has been taught.
Hebrews 10:22 
22let us draw near To Christ with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
How are you going to have full assurance of faith?  How are you going to have a full conviction or a full assurance of the fact of Jesus Christ?  There is only one way precious one and that is by being in the Word.  There is only one way.  And that is not just sitting under the Word but that is you being in the Word for yourself and that is what Precept is all about.
Hebrews 6:11 
11And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, 

Now what is, is (Kay - wringing her hands) “I hope I’m going to be saved.  I hope I’m going to go to heaven when I die.”  NO!  It is this way, Ok, go ahead and kill me.  If you kill me you’re sending me home.”  See, no, I can go there.  But you say, “Your life is in danger.”  My life is not in danger because I am crucified with Christ nevertheless I live, yet not I but Christ lives in me.
Galatians 2:20 
20“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Absent from the body, present with the Lord.
2 Corinthians 5:8 
8we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 
I know, that I know, that I know.  I have a full assurance of hope.  That anchors me.  I have a full assurance of faith.  I know the Word of God.  I have a full assurance of the fact that Jesus is the only way to God and that anchors you, and that stabilizes you, and that keeps you from being tossed by every wind of doctrine
John 14:6 
6Jesus said* to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
Ephesians 4:13-14 
13until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  
14As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 

2 Timothy chapter 1 verse 12; and this is a good, good verse that goes with this.  2 Timothy chapter 1 and it’s verse 12, Paul says, and he is facing death now, he is in prison and facing death
2 Timothy 1:12 
12For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed Now I want to ask you a question.  Do you know Whom you have believed?  Do you know Jesus?  Do you have a full understanding?

and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. 
In other words, look, I’ve put everything I have into the gospel of Jesus Christ.  All my trust is in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  And I am convinced that He is able to guard that until that day when I see Him face to face.
Now, point 2 on our outline; if you are going to be kept from being tossed, or deluded, or deceived, by false teaching you’re going to have to have a proper understanding of Jesus Christ.

TO BE KEPT FROM BEING DELUDED YOU NEED:

#1.  A godly pastor

#2.  A proper understanding of Jesus Christ
Now that is what your shepherd is going to pray for.  That is what your minister is going to pray for.  But it is your responsibility also.  You need a proper understanding
Colossians 2:2 
2that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 
Now I want to tell you something; what we’re missing is the fact that we are poverty stricken because we don’t know Jesus.  The more you know Jesus Christ, the more intimately you know Him, the more wealthy, the richer you will be spiritually.  So there is a wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, the full assurance of understanding.  Now this in not the full assurance of knowledge, it’s not just knowledge but it is understanding; understanding how these things work.  resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery,   What is God’s mystery, Christ, Christ incarnate, Christ in you, God in Christ, Christ in you.  That is the full assurance of the mystery and of true knowledge.
And I want to ask you a question:

Do you understand the incarnation?  Do you understand why Jesus had to become man?  Do you understand the implications of the fact that He was made man?  Because He is man you have a priest that can be touched with the feeling of your infirmities?  Do you understand that?
John 1:14 
14And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Philippians 2:5-7 
5Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  
6who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  
7but £emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 

Hebrews 4:14-15 
14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  
15For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 

Do you understand redemption?  Do you understand how you were redeemed and what makes you right in the eyes of God?  That you were redeemed not with silver and gold, not by your works, but you were redeemed by the precious blood of the Lamb
1 Peter 1:18 
18knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 
Titus 3:5-8 
5He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  
6whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  
7so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
8This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.  

Ephesians 2:8-9
8For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  
9not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
Do you understand why it has to be blood; because without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin.
Matthew 26:28 
28for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for remission (forgiveness) of sins. 


Hebrews 9:22 
22And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

It is understanding this, and understanding then, that knowing that that blood that has redeemed you from the slave market of sin, then you have been removed from the domain of darkness so that that blood that has redeemed you is your power and your authority over the enemy.
Colossians 1:13 
13For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.
Revelation 12:11 
11“And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death. 

It is taking all of these truths and getting a full and rich understanding so that you walk in the light of those truths.
Now go back to 1 Corinthians chapter 1.  In 1 Corinthians chapter 1 he talks about wisdom.  He talks about the wisdom of this world and he talks about the wisdom of God.
1 Corinthians 1:26-30 
26For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;  
27but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  
28and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,  
29so that no man may boast before God.  
30But by His doing  Now honey, you may be like me, duh.  I don’t have a college degree.  I am not naturally smart.  I tried so hard in school and all I could get was a 91-92 average.  I couldn’t get beyond that no matter how hard I tried.  So, I am not naturally smart.  I am not rich.  I am not noble.  I’m just not.  There is nothing about me and yet, you know what, I have wisdom and I have insight and I have understanding into life.  I know why I was born. I know where I am going.  I know why I am here.  I know.  And I am very solid and very secure in that.  But do you know why, because everything that I lacked I didn’t need anyway because Jesus was made to me everything that I needed.  And this is what he is saying.  Look at this is verse 30.

 30But by His doing By God’s doing not yours.  you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 
So many people are tormented because they have sinned, and maybe they have confessed it, but they are still tormented because they have sinned and even though they have confessed it and they don’t understand that Jesus has made unto them righteousness.  And Jesus has made unto them sanctification.  He is the One that has set them apart.  And Jesus has made to them redemption.
#3.  A walk of faith (2:5-7)
A walk of faith is what is going to keep you, and we’re going to pick this up next week obviously because I’ve run out of time.  But a walk of faith is what is going to keep you from being deluded by false teachers and false doctrine.
This walk of faith has three characteristics to it.  We see this in Colossians chapter 2 verses 5 through 7.
#1.  It has discipline
#2. It has stability.  You won’t be tossed back and forth.
#3.  It has gratitude.
Let’s look at it in verse 5 and 7.
Colossians 2:5-7 
5For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ. 


6Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,   How were you saved?  By faith.  How were you saved?  You were saved by faith.  How are you to walk?  You are to walk by faith.  And with that I have a message from Betsy:  Don’t be deluded.  Stop.  So we have to bring our message to an end right now.  We will pick it up next week.
7having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established £in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

But I want to tell you something.  Probably the most important thing that you have heard today is that you need, if you’re going to be kept from being carried away, you need a church home where you have a godly, godly pastor whose message is Jesus Christ.  And listen, he is laboring over you.  He’s toiling over you.  Don’t give him a hard way to go.  Pray for him.  Cooperate with him.  You say, “I can’t.  I don’t admire him.  He’s not a godly man.”  Then you are in the wrong church honey, and it is your fault.
But you get in a godly church, and you know this, that as you stay in the fellowship.  Don’t try it alone.  Don’t go solo because you may end up like this woman ended up with all these spiritual vibrations and things like that and you’re going to miss it.  Now listen, if you’re going to keep from being deluded, if you’re going to keep from being deluded, then you need to be established in your faith.  You need to know Jesus.

Let’s pray:

Father, we thank You for Your Word.  We thank You Father that we have access and understanding of that Word because we have Your Spirit within us.  And we thank You Father that Your Spirit searches the deep things, the things of God, and then He reveals them to us, not in words of man’s wisdom but in spiritual words and spiritual understanding.  We thank You Father that You’ve given us the mind of Christ and that is what You tell us in 1 Corinthians chapter 2.  So Father may we be careful that we don’t follow every wind of doctrine, that we’re not caught by the cunning craftiness of men, that we’re not led astray and led into a lie by the enemy. Amen.

Colossians

How you are going to be kept from being deluded

1  By having a godly pastor, or a godly minister, or a godly shepherd. (1:25 – 2:1)
A. His calling, Pastor’s calling:

1.  A Minister ( diakonos) who serves
2.  A Steward of God’s Word

B.  His Message

1.  Proclaims Christ

2.  He admonishes 

a.  Means to put things into their minds or remind them of certain things

b.  training by word

c.  as he admonishes there will be encouragement, reproof, and warning

d.  this word has to do with the will and the emotions


3.  He teaches

a.  To instruct in wisdom (insight into the true nature of things)

C.  His goal: 
1.  The completeness or the maturity of his sheep.  
D.  His Cost


1.  He toils
2.  He labors
3.  Not in his own strength but it is according to God’s working in him which is powerful.

4.  He intercedes for them

a.  His prayer:

1.  That their hearts be encouraged (comforted)

if your heart is not comforted you are vulnerable to every wind of doctrine that comes along



2.  For spiritual unity – that their hearts will be knit together in love.




3.  A full assurance of understanding of Jesus Christ

2.  A Proper Understanding of Jesus Christ (Col 2:2-3)
3.  A walk of faith (Col 2:5-7)
Faith has 3 characteristics
#1.  It has discipline

#2. It has stability.  You won’t be tossed back and forth.
#3.  It has gratitude.
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