PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 8 – LECTURE NOTES

“IS IT ACCORDING TO CHRIST?”

Everything that you read, everything that you hear, everything that you think, everything that you believe, needs to be sifted through the grid of the question:  “Is it according to Christ?”  Is it according to who He is?  Is it according to what He has done?  Is it according to your identification with Him?  If you will learn to sift everything through the grid of the question:  “Is it according to Christ?” then my precious friend, if you know what is according to Christ, you will not be deluded and led astray by every wind of doctrine and slight and cunning craftiness of men by which they lie and wait to deceive you.  You won’t be led into error.  You won’t be taken captive and held a prisoner in wrong doctrine and wrong thinking if you learn to ask the question:  “Is it according to Christ?”
That is what we are going to look at as we look at Colossians chapter 2.  Now in Colossians chapter 2, last week I told you that there were things that you could do that would keep you from being deluded by persuasive argument.  Let me read Colossians 2 verse 4.
Colossians 2:4 
4I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument. 

Those things that would keep you from being deluded were; 
#1  A godly minister or a godly pastor, a godly elder, somebody that was an authority over you in the church.
#2.  A proper understanding of Jesus Christ because Colossians tells us that in verse 2 of chapter 2
Colossians 2:2-3 
2that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 
3in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
The third thing that we saw was that if we are going to keep from being deluded by persuasive argument that we need a walk of faith; a walk of faith.  And that is chapter 2 verses 5 through 7.

#3.  A walk of faith

Now how do you walk?

You walk a disciplined life and we saw this last week and I just hit on it very quickly.  You walk a disciplined life.  You walk a life of stability and a life of gratitude.

Colossians 2:5-7 
5For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ. 


6Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  
7having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established £in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.
So if you are going to have a walk of faith it is going to be a walk that is disciplined, it is going to be a walk that is stable and it is going to be a walk that is filled with gratitude.
Now I want to tell you something; this is one of the things that will keep you from going into error.  This is one of the things that will keep you from becoming depressed and cut off from Jesus Christ so that you become prey to every wolf that would come along that would seek to devour you and take you away from the Shepherd because if your heart is full of gratitude and if you will learn in everything to give thanks,
1 Thessalonians 5:18 
18in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

if you will learn to count it all joy
James 1:2-4
2Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  
3knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  
4And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

That very act of gratitude will keep you from being discontent, and not being discontent you won’t be open to being led astray because you’re discontent.  See, many times when we are unhappy then we become prey to people with other suggestions.  We become prey to the enemy.

And then finally, the fourth thing that you need is, you need a discerning spirit. 
#4.  A discerning spirit
This is what we did not get to and we are going to pick up on that and you see that in Colossians chapter 2 verses 4 and you see it in verse 8.
Colossians 2:4 
4I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument. 

Colossians 2:8 
8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 
And I want to add a fifth today.  And the fifth would be this:  
#5.  Understand your completeness in Christ.
If you are going to keep from being deluded then you need to understand your completeness in Christ, and that will certainly hold you.
Colossians 2:9-14 
9For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,  
10and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;  
11and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;  
12having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  
13When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,  
14having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 
Let’s go back and look at a discerning spirit.
Colossians 2:8 
8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 

Now “see to it” is a present active imperative.  It is a present active imperative verb.

Present tense means continuous action.  He is saying this:  this is something that you should continually see to, continually see to, continually see to.  This is something that you keep watching.  Something that you keep giving diligence to.

It is an active voice

Active voice means that the subject does the action of the verb.  Who is the subject here?  The subject is not named but who is the subject?  It is you.  So what he is saying is:  This is your responsibility.  This is your responsibility.  It is not anybody else’s responsibility, it is yours.  Of course it is the shepherd’s responsibility to watch over the sheep, but really it boils down to what are the sheep going to do with what they hear?  So it is a present active imperative.
It is an imperative.  It is a command.  Here is a command that God is giving you.  And He is giving it to you individually He is saying; “I want you Miriam, I want you Betsy, I want you Mable in Singapore.”  We’ve got a visitor here from Singapore.  “I want you to see to it that you are not taken captive and I want you to keep being diligent.  I want you to keep watching.  I want you to keep listening.  I want you to keep, and he’s going to show you, keep sifting everything through the grid of the question:  “Is it according to Christ?”
What he is saying is this:   8See to it that no one takes you captive  Now this “takes you captive” literally means to take you and hold you as a prisoner.  He is saying, “You be careful that no one takes you and holds you as a prisoner through false teaching.
He says: through philosophy and empty deception
Now philosophy, and you’ve looked it up and we’ve talked about it.  We talked about it last week.  It is a love or a pursuit of wisdom.  And as you know from studying 1 Corinthians 1 and 1 Corinthians 2, there is a wisdom of the world and there is a wisdom that is from God.  We know that the Greeks were loving this wisdom of the world.
Now when they talked about philosophy, philosophy deals, and you might want to put this down.

Philosophy -  it deals with problems of human existence.   Why am I born?  How did man come into being?

It deals with problems of human nature.  Why are we this way?  Why does man respond that way?
It deals with man’s relationship to God.  Just what is man’s relationship to God?

And then they come up with all sorts of mans wisdom.  You can see it because anything apart from true Christianity and anything apart from the Word of God that another man embraces is another philosophy and it is contrary to the Word of God.
So you need to ask, whenever you hear a philosophy, whenever anyone starts talking to you about their philosophy of life, ask them
#1.  What is their philosophy of sin?

You will find out exactly what they believe about the condition of man.

#2.  What is their philosophy about redemption?  How does man achieve oneness with God?

So ask them these two things.

Now watch what he says.
Colossians 2:8 
8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 
Tradition of men
When he talks about according to the tradition of men, the tradition of men is this:  It is something that I would give as a human being to another human being and then that human being would give it to another human being.  The tradition of men, and you might want to put this down, is something passed over, or passed from one person to another.  And it is the traditions of men, and this is what you see if you would go with us to Israel.  I found a school there that I got in to and it was a school of the Torah.  We walked in and I was surprised that I could even get in there.  They said that I could go right into the lobby but I couldn’t go any place else because I was a woman.  So I had all of these people on our tour in tow and I said, “Let’s go in there”.  We were just down in the old city wandering around and we walked in and there was a rabbi there.  We began to talk to the rabbi and he and I got in a dialogue.  I was asking him to explain what they do in this torah.  He said, “We’re trying to figure out how you take the principles of the Law in the Old Testament and interpret them for today.  For instance, it says that “you shall do no work on the Sabbath”.  So, is it work on the Sabbath to turn on something electrical like an elevator.  So they pass these traditions down.
I saw a Jew one morning and he was standing like this (hands held up).  He had washed his hands, he had gone through this tradition of cleansing and washing and what they had done was, the Jews had taken the Law and they have added all of these positive and negative commandments to the Law which became the traditions of men that were added to the Word of God.  So you need to watch the traditions of men.

When I speak, am I speaking according to Christ, am I speaking according to the Word.  It is not your pastor’s responsibility to find out.  He’s not standing here.  He’s not here.  It is your responsibility to find out.  You need to be careful because so many times what we have is what people are teaching as doctrines are really traditions of men.  So they teach certain things, for instance, they might teach that the bread and wine are the body and blood of Jesus Christ, a literal body and blood.  That is not said in the Word of God.  That is a tradition and it’s been passed down from one generation to another generation.  It is passed down through denominations.  So much of the things that we believe many times are traditions of men rather than according to Christ.
Elementary principles of the world
The next thing that you need to see is that it is not according to the elementary principles of the world.  Now there is a debate on what this means, on elementary principles of the world.  Some say it means the elementary spirits of the world.  In other words, this could be things that have come that are doctrines of demons.  They are spiritual lies that have come that are from the spirit world.  Let me take you to 2 Corinthians and show you what he is taking about.  In 2 Corinthians chapter 11 this is what he says:
2 Corinthians 11:3-4 
3But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.  
4For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully. 
In other words, others are coming in and they are bringing in a different spirit, they are bringing in a different gospel, they are bringing a different Jesus, and you’re accepting them and you won’t accept me Paul says, and I am bringing you the truth.  Then he says in verse 13 of the same chapter:
2 Corinthians 11:13-15 
13For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  
14No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  
15Therefore it is not surprising if his servants Satan’s servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.
So it could be according to the elementary principles of this world or according to the elementary spirits of this world.
Let me read you something.  It says “An open class by Kay (it’s not me) Teacher and Practitioner”.  I got this letter just a couple weeks ago.  It was from a person that knows about our - , I don’t think she is in Precept, I think it was from the radio but I’m not sure.  But she wrote me and this is her sister Kay.  Her sister wants her to come to these classes.  She wants to know whether she should go or not because my sister is putting a lot of pressure on me but I do have some doubts about it.  This is what they tell about Kay.  This is a class schedule that they are going to have and they don’t title the classes or anything.  It is just “An open class by Kay, teacher and practitioner, based on the writings of Joel Goldsmith and other mystics.  About Kay:  One evening in early 1894 while reading “Conscious Union with God”, Kay, whose religious or truth background was limited to her childhood training,  Now listen, her religious background was limited to her childhood training. had a profound spiritual experience which changed her life.  At the time of her enlightenment she was an extremely successful Mississippi business woman very much involved with the things of this world.  Now as you read that there is biblical terminology and the Bible tells us that we are not to be occupied with the things of this world.  However following this intense experience which lasted into the wee hours of the morning, Kay was a different person.  And this is why her sister wrote me.  She said she is a different person.  She is not what she use to be.  She is really a different person and what she saw in the difference was wonderful. And because of what she saw, her being a different person, then she wanted to go, thought that maybe she should go and hear her.  Now remember that and I will come back to that.  While her business and marriage went by the wayside flags should go up she eagerly read all of the Goldsmith books that she could find and found that she understood the Bible for the first time in her life.  Now what did she do?  She read Goldsmith’s books that helped her to interpret the Bible.  We are to read the Bible so that it helps us to interpret Goldsmith’s books or anybody else’s books.  So she is going at it backwards.  It seems apparent that Kay is one of those “one of those”  what does Gnosticism do?  It elevates certain people.  is one of those to whom Joel referred to as having been prepared for this work in previous incarnations.  She teaches in a clear, unveiled The Bible talks about the Word being unveiled so watch all the mixture of terminology.  in a clear, unveiled, soul stirring manner and has dedicated her life to helping others to awaken to their true identity.  Her Sunday afternoon class is a time of sharing with her students the deep spiritual truths which are being revealed to her.  Her monthly letter to “the rest of myself” is growing in popularity and is an example of these revelations.  This, her first announced open class, is certain to be a meaningful experience for those seeking to know the Truth and Truth is capitalized.  Now who is the Truth?  Jesus said, “I am the way, I am the truth, and I am life and no man comes to the Father but by Me.
Therefore if we were going to discern, we could discern just by reading this whether it is right or wrong, we would discern it not on the basis of what we are reading but on the basis of “Is it according to Christ?”  Previous incarnation immediately tell you that it is not according to Christ.  If nothing else, that would tell you.
Now I want you to see something and you might just want to write it down and think about it.  The sister looked at this gals life and rather than at her doctrine.  She looked at her life rather than her doctrine.  Our lives, our experiences, or anyone else’s life, or anyone else’s experiences, are not to determine our doctrine.  Rather, our lives are to testify of our doctrine.  They do not determine our doctrine
Our lives or our doctrine are not to determine our doctrine.  Rather they are to testify of our doctrine.
Our lives may fall short but our doctrine never should.

I just picked up a magazine, and in that magazine it was telling you how to get the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Now, I don’t want to go into whether the doctrine is legitimate or not but the person that was teaching this in this magazine about the baptism of the Holy Spirit was not teaching it according to the Word of God.  He took the Word of God totally out of context and taught a doctrine that was based on his experience.  Whether his experience was legitimate or not I don’t want to go into but I am just this; so many people are teaching something that is based on experience rather than on what the Word of God has to say.  They say “I don’t care.  You don’t know what that experience did for me.”  Well, this experience did something apparently, so called, temporarily good for this woman in that it changed her and made her, according to her sister, a better person and yet she is way off.  And she is in darkness and that woman literally has been taken prisoner, has been taken prisoner by wrong doctrine.  And I will tell you that that is such a destructive doctrine that it is going to take her to hell, if she does not come to know Jesus Christ she is going to go to hell because that is a doctrine of demons.  We need to be so careful.
Colossians 2:8 
8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, It is empty deception according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 
Now if you looked at the elementary principles of the world and you didn’t see them as elementary spirits of the world but you just saw it as elementary principles of the world, it would be;  What is the world teaching?  What is the world’s thinking?  What is the world’s philosophy that they have?
I was just at a conference and there was a man there and he spoke to 10,000 people.  He is an outstanding, let’s say this, he is a well recognized man and he travels all over and he speaks, and he is extremely, extremely humorous and he tells lots of wonderful stories.  When I walked in and was sitting down, he was telling how God in Old Testament days had the people give a tenth, give the tithe, a tenth of their earnings and possessions and then God threw a party and that this is a principle that we need to see in the Christian life, that God wants us to have a party.  So he went on and he kept using the term party, party, party and then he would say, “And what does God want?” and the whole audience, not me, not Martha, not Evelyn, Jack wasn’t there.  He was back in the room because of his back.  We weren’t saying but others were saying “Party!  Party!”  This is what he said, he said that “Jesus came so that we could have a party.  And when Jesus hung on the cross, He suffered what He did so that we could have a party.  Now his point was, and he made this statement, “Over and over and over God talks about the feasts, the feast in the kingdom.”  God does not talk about it over and over and over and over and over again the way that he implied.  He talks about a wedding feast.  That wedding feast is in heaven or on earth after Jesus Christ comes.  It is not now.  It is not now.  The party is not now.   You got that!  Sorry, you read your invitation wrong.  The party is not now.  Now listen, those people there were so enthused.  I mean this man was going lickety split, he told some dynamite illustrations, heart rending illustrations, and I was just about to die.  I mean it was only the graciousness of God that kept me in my seat from standing up and saying, “No, it’s not a party, it is a cross that He is calling us to.”  But you see the thing is that they bought that because it is the thinking of the world.  It is the thinking of the world, the elementary principles of the world.  Go to your news stand and look at the titles of the magazines:  Life, People, Us, Self.  Then what do you see?  Playboy, Penthouse.  What is penthouse?  You get the idea of this is high living.  Cosmopolitan.  We’re not squares, we’re cosmopolitan.  Vogue – we’re in vogue. Then what are we?  We’re Vanity Fair.  So you go through and you look at the magazines and you see what the world is thinking and what the world is like.  We are not to be like the world.
When I did my seminar at that conference I told them – I didn’t want to use the word “party” because I didn’t want to nail this man but I just said, “God does not want you to have a blast He is calling you to the cross now.  He is calling us to the cross.  He is calling us to identification with the Lord Jesus Christ and this is what we are to see.
Colossians 2:8 
8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 
It is to be according to Christ.  Everything that you hear, you see, listening to that man I could sift what he was saying through the grid of the fact that Is this according to Christ.  I mean when Christ was here on earth, was He calling us to a party?  No, He was not calling us to a party.  He was calling us to repentance. And this guy worked repentance into his message but see, repentance and party, it just doesn’t kinda go together.  Christ was calling us to forsake everything and to take up our cross and to deny ourselves and to follow Him.  That is what He is calling us to.  So you have to sift it according to Christ.  
According to Christ
So the next thing that you want to ask is; Is it according to Him?  Is it according to what we have in Him.  So let’s look at it and I am going to go verse by verse

Colossians 2:9 
9For in Him In Christ all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 

Now when he says “in Him all the fullness of Deity dwell”, dwells is a Present Active Indicative.  What he wants us to see is this:  Jesus left heaven and He came down , He was born of a virgin, He was fully, fully, man.  He died on a cross.  He was buried in a tomb.  He rose from the dead and He ascended into heaven.  And where is He right now?  He is at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty on high.  What he wants us to see is that from His incarnation, from His incarnation, all during His life, through His death, burial, resurrection, and ascension, He always has had in Him the fullness of the Godhead dwelling in Him bodily, bodily.  This is the emphasis.  Remember the Gnostic’s; what were the Gnostic’s saying?  The Gnostic’s were saying, or the Gnostic’s that were going to come, were saying that the world is evil.  Material things are evil.  Therefore God could not be in Christ because matter is evil and flesh is evil.  And what he wants us to see is this:  If you are going to sift something according to Christ the first thing that you are going to have to see if that Christ is God.  That all the fullness of God, that He is not, that God did not just come on Him in His light and glory and then leave.  God did not just inspire Him.  God did not just anoint Him.
Keep you from being deluded
1.  A godly pastor

2. A proper understanding of Jesus Christ

3. A walk of faith

How do you walk?

You walk a disciplined life
Your walk a life of stability

You walk a life of gratitude
4. A discerning spirit (Col 2:4, 8)

5. Understand your completeness in Christ. (Col 2:9-14)
