PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT

COLOSSIANS – LESSON 9 – LECTURE NOTES

“WHERE IS TRUE SPIRITUALITY TO BE FOUND?”
Where is true spirituality to be found?  That’s a question that a lot of people have and they are seeking a lot of different things in order to make themselves more spiritual, in order to have a deeper relationship with God, in order to experience new heights with Jesus Christ.  Well, where is true spirituality to be found?  Colossians chapter 2 has that answer and if you’ve done your homework you already know the answer.  But let’s look at it, and as we look at it, I just want to take you back and remind you of where we left off last week because in Colossians chapter 2 what we see is, he’s telling us that we are to be careful that we are not to be deluded by persuasive arguments, by things that men would bring in in order to draw us away from Jesus Christ.  And he tells us:
Colossians 2:6

6Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  
Now, how did we receive Him?  We received Him by faith.  Therefore, how are we to walk?  By faith.  So as we received Christ, we are to walk in Him, we are to walk by faith.

What he does is, he shows us all the things that we have in Him and this is where true spirituality is found, in Him.  But then the world comes up with other things.  The world wants to draw us, or the enemy wants to draw us, or pseudo Christianity wants to draw us outside of Him.

Now we began this little chart and I did not give you the phrase “outside of Him” last week.  What is want to do is, I want to contrast those things and I want to take you to Colossians chapter 2 and I want to start in verse 8.

Colossians 2:8
8See to it  Now remember, this is  your responsibility because it is in the active voice.  You are to see to it… that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.  
It is your responsibility to see to it but I’m going to help you through this lesson to see to it even more.
Colossians 2:9
9For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,  
Now we saw last week that in Him we have all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form and yet what we see the world telling us is that man is God.  Not that Jesus is God; they say that Jesus is not God and they come along and they say that man is God.  This is humanism, putting man in the center.
Colossians 2:10
10and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;  
So we put under there, that in Him we’re made complete.  However, in some circles, and this is our contrast, in some circles what we say is, “oh no, there is not just enough in the revelation of the Word of God and what it teaches about Jesus Christ, but we add traditions or we add experiences.  And so what you have is, one man teaching another man and passing on error, and that man takes what he’s learned and passes it on to another man, passing on the same error, and we never bring it back and try it by the plumb line of the Word of God.  And so, he says that we’re complete.

Colossians 2:11-12
11and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;  
12having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  
Now, in verse 11 and 12, what I want you to put down is, in Him the flesh, and this is new, this is what we are talking about, in Him the flesh is taken care of.
Now, what is the enemy of the Christian?  The enemy is the flesh.  So, what we see in chapter 2 verse 11 and 12 is, in Him, in Christ, the flesh is taken care of.  What the world will say to us and a pseudo Christianity or a perverted Christianity, or twisted Christianity, is that we need to subjugate the flesh; that we need to subjugate the flesh.  You need to bring your flesh under control.

Now listen, this has been going on since Christ left this earth.  People have come in and they have taught that.  Martin Luther who was one of the great men who moved in the Reformation in Europe, when Europe was lying in religious darkness, when they were selling indulgences to take care of the flesh so that you could go out and sin, and drink and fornicate and all that and just come back, go to confession and buy an indulgence that would lessen your time in Purgatory, and things like this.
Martin Luther, wanting to be a holy man of God; Martin Luther, a monk who had taken holy orders, would close himself in a room, in a tiny, tiny little cell, and he would whip himself.  He would whip himself trying to bring his flesh into subjugation.

There are many people that try to do this in all sorts of various forms.  You may try to subjugate your flesh instead of letting Christ take care of the flesh.

How did Christ take care of the flesh?  We looked at it last week but I want to pick up on it because there is more that I want you to see about it.  Christ took care of the flesh by circumcising the flesh.
Colossians 2:11-12
11and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands,  Now, what did that circumcision do?  in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;  
12having been buried with Him So that circumcision is identified, is carried out by your identification with Jesus Christ.  He circumcised you, now watch, He circumcised you when He identified you, when He baptized you, when He placed you into Christ.  When He placed you into Christ then you died with Christ, you were buried with Christ, you were risen with Christ, so that you could walk in newness of life. in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  
Now, I’ll explain all of that but there are some things that I want you to get down.
Circumcision is a cutting away that causes something to happen; a cutting that causes something to happen.  We looked at it last week.  It is a circumcising of the ear so that you can hear.  A circumcising of your lips so that you can speak.  A circumcising of your heart so that you have a heart that is tender toward God.  Think of circumcision as a cutting away so that something can happen.
I want to take you back to Genesis chapter 17.  In Genesis chapter 17 we find God inaugurating the sign of the covenant which is circumcision.
Genesis 17:2

2    “I will establish My covenant between Me and you,

    And I will multiply you exceedingly.”

Genesis 17:4-5

4    “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you,

    And you will be the father   This is why circumcision is designed the way it is… the father of a multitude of nations.

5    “No longer shall your name be called £Abram,  Abram means “exalted father”
    But your name shall be £Abraham;  Abraham means “father of a multitude”
    For I will make you the father of a multitude of nations.


Genesis 17:7 
7“I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.  
His descendants are going to come from his loins.  If they come from his loins, then what does Abraham have to have?  He has to have a son.  A son has to come from his loins and then from that son’s loins come other sons, and other sons, and other sons.  At this point Abraham doesn’t have a son except by Hagar and that is not the son of the promise.  So He is saying, “I will establish My covenant between you and your descendants”, Hagar was Sarah’s maid.

and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.  
Genesis 17:8-10
8“I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”

9God said further to Abraham, “Now as for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations.  
10“This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: Now watch carefully  every male among you shall be circumcised.  
You say, “But where do the women come in because they weren’t circumcised?  Remember, the woman has to be there too for the propagation of this new nation, and so it is a man and a woman, but the man is going to be circumcised.

Genesis 17:11-14
11“And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin, and it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you.  
12“And every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised throughout your generations, Do you know that the prothrombin time, which is the clotting time of the blood, is at its peak when a boy is 8 days old?   a servant who is born in the house or who is bought with money from any foreigner, who is not of your descendants.  
13“A servant who is born in your house or who is bought with your money shall surely be circumcised; thus shall My covenant be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.  
14“But an uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”

Those that are circumcised are part of the covenant.  Those that refuse to be circumcised are not part of the covenant because they have broken God’s covenant.
Now when you come down to verse 17….
Genesis 17:17-19

17Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Will a child be born   They just told him that he is going to have a child  to a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?”  
18And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before You!”  Ishmael was Hagar’s son.
19But God said, “No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name £Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.  
So what we see is, circumcision is a cutting away so something new can happen.
With Abraham began a new nation.  Everyone on the face of the earth at that time were Gentiles.  But from Abraham now is going to come a new nation.  What is that nation going to be called?  It is going to be called Israel.  With Abraham will come a nation, now listen, a nation that will be identified by their circumcision.

In Germany during World War II, when they were persecuting the Jews and trying to put away all the Jews, one of the ways that they recognized the Jewish men was because of circumcision.  Listen very carefully, circumcision identified those people.  Now I want to tell you something; how is a Christian identified?  How do you know if you are really and truly a Christian?  Circumcision of the flesh identifies the Christian.  You want to put this down.  This is what Colossians 2 is showing us.
Let’s go back to Colossians chapter 2.
Colossians 2:11
11and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;  
Every true believer has been circumcised by Christ.  This is very important!  Every true believer has been circumcised by Christ.  There has been a removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.  You say, “I don’t understand what you mean by the removal of the body of the flesh”.  Well I’m going to show you in just a minute, but I just want you to write this down.  With Jesus there begins a new people. 

Galatians tells us that in Christ there is neither bond nor free, male nor female, Greek or Jew, but we are all one in Christ.

Galatians 3:28 
28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
So the Bible lays out the fact that there are Gentiles.  Those are lost people.  There are Jews.  Those are lost people.  And then there is the church.  So with Christ, there becomes a whole new people, even as with Abraham.

Now, these people are identified by circumcision.  I’ve said that already but I want you to put it down.  They are identified by the circumcision of the flesh.

Let me take you to 1 John chapter 3 and I want you to see that Abraham was going to have a seed.  Jesus has a seed.  And we are Abraham’s seed if we belong to Jesus.

1 John 3:5
Speaking of Jesus Christ:
5You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 
Now listen, before you and I come to know Jesus Christ we were slaves to sin; we are slaves to sin.  Now when Jesus circumcises us through the removal of the body of the flesh, although we still live in flesh, He does something that sets me free from the slavery to sin.

John 8:36 
36“So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

So Christ came, not just to pay for my sins past, but to set me free from being a slave to sin.  This is what he is saying in 1 John 3.
1 John 3:5-6
5You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 
6No one who abides in Him who dwell in Him, who is at home in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.  
Does this mean that I never ever sin?  Is it teaching sinless perfection?  No.  It means sins as a habit of life.  It is in the present tense.  It is sins as a habit of life.  He is not saying that I cannot sin but he is saying that the whole tenor of my life, the whole walk of my life will not be governed by sin.  That sin will be the exception rather than the continuous action in my life.

6No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.  
No one who habitually sins has really seen Christ or known Him.  Why?, because the circumcision has not happened to them.  Because it is the circumcision of our flesh that Christ does that sets us free from the slavery to sin.  I’ll explain it all if you’re puzzling, just hang in there.  We are coming to it precept upon precept, here a little, there a little.

1 John 3:7

7Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices  As a habit of life righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous;  In other words, just as Christ is righteous so now we are righteous.  How are we able to be righteous as Christ is righteous?  Because there has been a circumcision in the removal of the body of flesh so that now we no longer walk in habitual sin.

1 John 3:8

8the one who practices sin  Present tense again – keeps on practicing sin as a habit of life  is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.  
Now let me just show you something in this contrast.  I’m not saying that if you come over here and dabble in some of this stuff that you’re not saved.  But I will tell you that over here, over the world, there is this one who is the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that works in the sons of disobedience.  So he works and he rules this whole thing, and everything that is under his domain is not always totally and absolutely just blatantly against God.  Many times what he does is, he weaves biblical truth in with error in order to deceive so that the god of this world, has his apostles and has his angels and disguises himself as an angel of light so that he might deceive people.

Ephesians 2:2 
2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
2 Corinthians 4:4 
4in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
2 Corinthians 11:14 
14No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 
So what Colossians, so what he is writing to them in Colossae, he’s writing to people that come from all varied backgrounds.  You have Gentiles, but you have a lot of Jews that have come into that society.  You have a lot of mystics that have come into that society.  You have a lot of eastern religions that have come into that society.  So they are coming up with this hodgepodge of a doctrine, that you and I, and will later be named in history as “Gnosticism”.  Gnosticism is taking us away from who Christ is.  If you adopt Gnosticism, and that is what you live by, I can tell you that you are not born again if that is your whole habit of life.

Go back to verse 8

1 John 3:8

8the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.  
What is “the works of the devil”?  The works of the devil are to keep us living a life of habitual sin.  So Jesus appeared in order to destroy the works of the devil.  How is He going to do it according to Colossians?  By what?  By the circumcision of our flesh.  That is how He is going to do it.

The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.  
1 John 3:9
9No one who is born of God  Born of God is in the perfect tense which means a past completed action.  It is like this.  Here is a dot – something that happens, an event that happens and continues to be so…………….  So, no one who is born of God, at one time saved and continues to be so, and will continue to be so if he has truly been born again.  No one who is born of God practices sin, Present tense again – as a habit of life  because His seed abides in him; Who is the seed that abides in us?  The Gospel, that’s right!  The mystery of the gospel is Christ in you the hope of glory.  It is Christ in you.  The fact that you are in Christ and Christ is in you, that identifies you, that brings about the circumcision of your flesh.  So, with the covenants came a seed and with Christ’s covenant, because we are Christ’s seed, no one who is born of God practices sin because His seed habitually abides in him and he cannot habitually sin, Present tense because he is born of God.  
10By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness as a habit of life is not of God, I didn’t say it.  God said it.  Is not of God, nor the one who does not love as a habit of life his brother.

Now what is he saying?  He’s saying, “Do you want to know where true spirituality is?  If you do not practice righteousness, if you practice sin, you aren’t spiritual at all, you aren’t even born again.  If you do not have a love for other people, you’re not born again.  Why?  Because the mystery of the gospel is Christ in you.  God is what?  Christ is God – God is what?  God is love.  Those that are born of God are going to love the children of God.  Look at verse 19 of chapter 4.

1 John 4:19 - 
19We love, because He first loved us. 
20If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 
21And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.
1 John 5:1 
1Whoever believes that Jesus is the £Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him. 
So, if I love the Father, I love who?  I love you if you are born of God.  There is a love there because God is there. So this is what he is saying to us, and this is what circumcision; circumcision makes us of Christ’s seed and because He is in us, His seed abides in us, then we cannot habitually sin.  Now, why can we not habitually sin?  We cannot habitually sin because of our identification in Him.

Colossians chapter 2 again.  Colossians 2.  Now I hit this last week but I felt like I needed to hit it again.

Colossians 2:11-12
11and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision now watch made without hands, this is a spiritual circumcision that he is talking about in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;  so this is a spiritual thing too.
12having been Now see, it doesn’t stop.  He is going to show you how this circumcision happened. buried with Him in baptism, Or in identification.  I believe, as I told you last week, there is no water here; that it is identification.  Having been buried with Him in baptism in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  
Now let’s go to Romans chapter 6 very quickly.  I did not get to hit Romans chapter 6, I just hit at it last week because we ran out of time.  Romans 6 is a good parallel on this passage.



Romans 6:1-4 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  
2May it never be! Or God forbid, the King James says.  How shall we who died to sin still live in it?  
Circumcision happened because you died with Christ and you died to sin.
3Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized Or identified or united into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 
4Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that (in order that) in order that is a purpose clause.  Why were you identified with Christ?  Why did you die with Christ?  Why were you buried with Christ?  In order that!  It all has a purpose.  What is the purpose?  In order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

I want to tell you something, if there is no newness of life, there is no salvation.  It never happened.  It never happened.
2 Corinthians 5:17 
17Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.(all things have become new)
That is because you have been circumcised in the removal of your body of the flesh. Now, Paul likens it to circumcision in Colossians.  He likens it to baptism in Romans.  So you died with Christ.  When Christ hung on that cross, you hung there with Him.  When He was buried in that tomb, you were buried there with Him.  When He rose from the dead, you rose with Him to walk in newness of life.

Now look at verse 5.
Romans 6:5-6 
5For if And he is going to explain it again. we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, He wants you to see that if you were united with Him in the likeness of His death, you’re also going to be united with Him in the likeness of His burial and in the likeness of His resurrection.  So, he’s going to show you the reason you have newness of life is because back here you were identified in His death therefore, you’ll be identified in His burial.

5For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,  
6knowing this, that our old self Or our old man.  And we are going to look at that and we are going to study that so I’m not going to touch it right now.  You are going to study it in depth in Colossians chapter 3.

6knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that Purpose clause again our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 

So, how were you set free from sin?  That is what I want you to know.  How was the flesh taken care of, because you live in a body of flesh?  How is this flesh taken care of?  It is taken care of by the fact that you were circumcised; that there was a removal of the body of the flesh.  And he is going to show you in Romans 6 that that removal of the body of the flesh was this:  the old man, all you were in Adam died.  And when it died, and it ruled over your flesh, then your body as an instrument of sin, was now set free.  It is like you’re a puppet and the old man is pulling the strings so to speak, or operating you and moving you from within.  But when he dies, then you are free, and the Holy Spirit is in you, and now you walk by the Spirit.  And although the flesh is saying “Give me, give me, give me”, because the flesh has bad appetites; “Give me, give me, give me”, you, if you keep on walking in the Spirit, Galatians 5:16, you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.  We are going to deal with this later but he is interweaving truth all the way through Colossians.
Galatians 5:16 
16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 
Now let’s go back to Colossians chapter 2.

Ok, that is the circumcision.  Now, in Him, chapter 2 verses 13 and 14, in Him your debt is cancelled.  Whew!  In Him your debt to God; because you broke the Law, is cancelled.  You had a debt that you could never pay yourself.  And that was a debt of righteousness.  Let’s look at it.

Colossians 2:13-14
13When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, When you were dead, when you couldn’t help yourself – that is what he wants you to see.  He God, all by Himself, made you alive together with Him Christ, having forgiven us all our transgressions,  
14having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  
Now listen, this is what He did.  He took a certificate of debt that you owed God; remember when you sinned and you owed God, and you broke the Law, and you owe God and you owe God, and it goes on and on and on and on and on and on and on and on and on…….for reams.  And He took that certificate of debt out of the way and He took it and nailed it to the cross.  And when He did, He cancelled the debt that you owed Him.  Let me show you all of this step by step.

The cancelling:  The word cancel,
· Cancel – it was used for washing over something, it was used for washing over something.  If they had a parchment, in those days, and parchment was not cheap, and they wrote on it with an ink, they could take that ink and they could wash it off – and wash it off of that parchment so that that was not longer there.  Ok?!

· It was also used for wiping out.  This is beautiful!  You want to get this one down.  It was used for wiping out a memory of an experience – a memory of an experience.  Isn’t that gorgeous?!  Don’t you want the memory of those horrible experiences wiped out?  

· It was also used for cancelling a vote – a vote against you.

· (It was used for) cancelling a charge.  If you’ve ever run up your bills, don’t you wish somebody would come along and just cancel them and say “never mind, that’s ok”.  It is a cancelling of a debt.

This word for certificate of debt in the Greek is cheirographon.  
· Now listen, it means an autograph.  It was a – this is so important!  A certificate of debt was when all of your debts were written out and then you signed it.  The signing of it, now catch this, the signing of it was a public confession of the fact that you owed that debt.  In other words you were saying, “Yes, this is a legitimate debt and I owe it.  I am in debt.”

Now, I believe that there is no salvation until you and I say, “That is a legitimate debt.  I am a sinner,” and we make a public confession of the fact that “I am a sinner and I need a Savior.”
Think with me:
Romans 10:9-10 
9that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;  
10for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 
In Romans 10:9-10, with the heart man believes resulting in righteousness, but with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  So, if we believe in our heart that God has raised Him from the dead, and we confess with our mouth, then we are saved.  It is not just a believing in our heart but a confession is necessary.  If you don’t confess Him before men, He will not confess you before the Father who is in heaven.
So this certificate of debt is something you have put an autograph to, that you have signed and said “I am guilty!  I am guilty!”
Let me show you something.  When Christ died, when Christ died on the cross, before He went to the cross, He was tortured, right?  He was scourged, right?  They took a cat-o’-nine-tails and they whipped Jesus, they scourged Jesus.  And I don’t know if you’ve ever heard me teach – go to Isaiah 53 while I am talking to you.

I don’t know if you’ve ever heard me teach on the cross, on crucifixion and what happens, but when they got through with Jesus He didn’t look like a human being.  In Isaiah 52:14

Isaiah 52:14 
14    Just as many were astonished at you, My people, 

    So His  speaking of Christ appearance was marred more than any man

    And His form more than the sons of men.

What it is saying is that the literal Hebrew rendering is saying this:  That He didn’t look like a human being when they got through scourging Him.  When they got through – They just brought that cat-o’-nine-tails down, 9 leather straps with 2 hooks or bits of metal or bone on each strap.  When they came down it would hit His back and come around and wrap itself around the abdomen so that when they pulled it, they would pull it this way so that literally they would disembowel a man if they scourged him enough.

So Jesus didn’t look like a man.  Now watch
Isaiah 53:5 
5    But He was £pierced through for our transgressions, 

    He was crushed for our iniquities;

    The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,

    And by His scourging we are healed.

Go to 1 Peter 2 which is a commentary on this passage.
1 Peter 2:24-25 
24and He Himself  now watch  bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.   Healed of what?  Healed of sin.
25For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.
Now I believe that this is what God did.  Just picture form; just picture form.  He took the Lamb of God – Parchment was made out of either papyrus or it was made out of an animal skin.  So He took an animal skin this time.  A Lamb, without spot or blemish, and then He wrote in our Lord’s flesh, your sins, your sins.  He wrote all your iniquity on Him, on that parchment.  Then He took Him and He took that certificate of debt, that certificate of debt.  Jesus is the parchment, and what did He do?  He went and He nailed it to the cross.  And when He nailed it to the cross,  Ok, here is Christ, hanging here, on the cross, and the wounds in His flesh are the certificate of debt, of decrees written against you; your sins.  2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “And He who knew no sin was made to be sin for us.”
2 Corinthians 5:21 
21He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
So God wrote that certificate of debt up there, and when you are saved, what you do is you sign it, and you confess that you are a sinner, and this is the only way for you to be saved.  So He took that certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us.  Now really, this is a picture of the Law too, because when Christ died, then your relationship and my relationship to the Law died, and so, this is a decree, a set of decrees that is against us.  He took it and nailed it to the cross.
Now listen, and then what did Jesus Christ cry out?  “It is finished!”  Now, “It is finished” is tetelestai.  Tetelestai  means paid in full; paid in full.  So when Jesus hung on that cross what did He do?  He was the parchment.  God took Him and nailed Him to the cross, because “cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”.  

Galatians 3:13 
13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”— 

And then Jesus said, “Paid in full”.  He paid the debt.  So you have been forgiven all your sins.  So when Jesus hung on that cross He said “Tetelestai!”, “It is finished”, “Paid in full”.  Now, in those days, if I had a certificate of debt against me, then what we would to is, we would take that certificate of debt, I would sign it saying, “Yes, I owed all that”.  But when I could come and pay it, they would write across that debt, “Tetelestai, Paid in full”.  Then they would take it to the door post of my house and they would nail it to the door post of my house.  And I would say to everybody, “Everybody, come here, come on, come on.  Look it, look it is paid.  It is finally paid.  It’s paid off”.
See, BUT, you and I can’t pay it.  And what’s happened over here on this side under the world, or outside of Him, there is all sorts of ways that we are trying to pay off a debt that we can never pay off because it is already paid off.  It is ridiculous.  There are all these sorts of things that we’re trying to please the One that we cannot please, that only - He is the One that makes us pleaseable to Him.  Do you see?  This is what Colossians is saying.  Listen, you are complete in Him.  You are complete in Him.  Because of your identification with Him you have everything that you need.
Now hurry, go to Colossians chapter 2.  I have so much to share with you and I’m running out of time, but I just wanted you to see that.  Do you understand what I am talking about?  Ok!  Now Colossians chapter 2.  If you don’t understand it, just say, “God, explain it to me.”  Read it over and over again until He opens the eyes of your understanding.
Colossians chapter 2.  The next thing that I want you to see if verse 15.
Colossians 2:15
15When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.

Now watch your He’s here.  It is very important.  If you trace this back, it is God that is doing everything.  
Now watch
Colossians 2:13
13When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him,  Who made you alive?  God.  With whom?  Christ.  OK, so it is He that is doing it.  having forgiven us all our transgressions,  
Colossians 2:15
15When He  God, the Father, had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He God, the Father, made a public display of them the rulers and authorities, having triumphed over them the rulers and authorities through Him Christ.

Let’s look at chapter 2 and verse 15 and see what we have in Him.

In Him, rulers and authorities are disarmed.  In Him rulers and authorities are disarmed.  Now this word disarmed throws people.  They have a hard time with this verse because it means to divest yourself of something; to cast it off; to get rid of it.  So the debate is:  Was it Christ who cast it off and got rid of them?  No, I don’t believe so because it says He, God; God disarmed the rulers and authorities.  God divested Himself of the rulers and authorities through Him, making a public display of them.  How did He do this?  Let me take you to John chapter 12 verse 31.  And we are going to run some verses here and you want to get them all down so that you can think about them.
As you turn there just remember, God made a promise to Eve and He said, “I will put enmity”  When Satan, the serpent enticed Eve; are you with me?, back in Genesis.  Someone wrote me and said I get so tired of you taking me back to Genesis.  But anyway, in Genesis chapter 3, when Adam and Eve sinned, God spoke to the serpent and He said, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, between your seed, Satan, and the woman’s seed.  Thou, Satan, shall bruise His heel and He shall bruise your head.”

Genesis 3:15 
15    And I will put enmity 

    Between you and the woman,

    And between your seed and her seed;

    He shall bruise you on the head,

    And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

Crucifixion bruises the heel.  So, at the cross Satan bruised the heel, now listen, watch.  At the cross, Satan bruised the heel of Jesus Christ but in the very bruising of Jesus’ heel, his bruising of his head came.  Because when Christ was at His weakest 1 Corinthians 1 says, when Christ was at His weakest, He was the most powerful.

1 Corinthians 1:25 
25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

And what happened was this:  Satan crushed His heel and in the very death of Jesus on that cross, Jesus, God, crushed the head of Satan; crushed the head of Satan.  Now let me show you this.  John 12 verse 31.  Jesus is telling about - He is going to – a corn of wheat that is going to fall down on the ground and die and 

He’s going to be crucified.

John 12:23-31 
23And Jesus answered* them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  
24“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  
25“He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal.  
26“If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him. 


27“Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour.  
28“Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.”  
29So the crowd of people who stood by and heard it were saying that it had thundered; others were saying, “An angel has spoken to Him.”  
30Jesus answered and said, “This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes.  
31“Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.  

  Now watch.  
30Jesus answered and said, “This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes.  
31“Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.  

He is going to divested of his power.

John 12:32 
32“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” 
What is He talking about?  You and I praising Jesus, no!  What is He talking about?  Next verse
John 12:33 
33But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die. 
So, through crucifixion He is going to draw all men to Himself.  So the ruler of the world is going to be cast out when?  When?  At the crucifixion.
Now go to John chapter 14 verse 30.  Jesus is speaking

John 14:30 
30“I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me; 
Now what’s He saying?  The ruler of the world is coming and he has nothing in Me.  What is the ruler of this world going to do?  He is going to incite that mob.  He is going to get into Judas.  It says that Satan put it in Judas’ heart to betray Jesus.
Luke 22:3-4 
3And Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, belonging to the number of the twelve.  
4And he went away and discussed with the chief priests and officers how he might betray Him to them. 

So, he is coming.  He has nothing in Jesus.
John 16 verse 11

Jesus said when I go away the Holy Spirit is going to come.  He is going to convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment.  Verse 11
John 16:7-11 
7“But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  
8“And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;  
9concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;  
10and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me;  
11and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.
Where was he judged?  He was judged right here at Calvary.  Right here at Calvary when your sins were paid for he was judged.  Now in Hebrews chapter 2, go to Hebrews chapter 2 verse 14.

Hebrews 2:14-15
14Therefore, since the children you and I, mankind  share in flesh and blood since we’re flesh and blood, He Himself Jesus likewise also partook of the same, Why? that through death He might render What? powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the  What? devil, 
15and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 
Now listen, it says that God divested Himself of – now watch up here just for a minute.  Don’t write, just get it.  God, divested Himself of these rulers and authorities at Calvary.  Now how did He divest Himself?  How did He do this?  Well see, until Jesus Christ paid for our sins, or if Jesus Christ never paid for our sins, all mankind would be doomed to hell.  They would stay forever under the power of the evil one.  Now before, and if we go back here and this is Genesis, before the cross, they looked forward in faith to the blood of the Lamb that would take away the sins of the world.  That is what they looked forward to, in faith.
Now we look back in faith to the blood of the Lamb.  But listen, if the Lamb had never shed His blood then forever Satan’s power and rulership would be taking away what God desired, which was the salvation of man.  So when Christ died, at His weakest point, and Satan bruised His heel, God crushed the head of the serpent.  Why?  Because it is our sins that Satan power over us.  If our sins are forgiven and taken care of then Satan has no power over us.  He has no authority over us and Revelation 12:11 says 
Revelation 12:11 
11“And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death. 
Why?  Because to be absent from the body once you are saved is to be what, not in hell but with the Lord.  So Satan lost his power.

Now go to 1 Peter chapter 3 verse 19.
1 Peter 3:18-19 
18For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;  See he rose again from the dead

19in which also In the Spirit, Christ also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 
1 Peter 3:20 
20 spirits who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. 
So what did Jesus do?  In the spirit He descended into hell.  He also went to those spirits that were in prison and what He proclaimed to them was that He had divested Himself, God had divested him of all their power, of all their authority.  He had redeemed mankind.  That is what He is saying to us.
And so what do we say; over here are (in Him) rulers and authorities are disarmed.  What does the world say over here?  The world says worship them, worship Satan, worship demons.  All across this world of ours are people that are living in darkness.  In Japan, they are living in darkness.  They go into these horrible places where statues of Buddha, and in Korea and all around, and the darkness is heavy and men are bowing down and cow-towing (means to bow and scrape)to these gods trying to appease them and the Bible says in 1 Corinthians that behind every idol there is a demon.
1 Corinthians 10:20-21 
20No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons.  
21You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons. 

But listen, we need not fear.  Why need we not fear?  Because 1 John 4:4, write it down
1 John 4:4 
4You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 
Now, what were they doing in Colossae?  In Colossae they were worshipping angels.  They were worshipping these being that were between God and earth and they were giving homage to them.  And he is saying, “Oh, no, no, no, no!”
Now I would write this down.  Over here, put on this side so that you don’t miss it.  They would worship these rulers or authorities or they would fear them.  They would worship or they would fear them.
Now, you’ve got to meditate on this one but this is what the Lord just seemed to show me as I was meditating on it.  If you fear something you really are worshipping them.  Because if you fear something you are giving them some sort of reverence or trust or looking at their power and to worship is to look at some things worth ship or some things value.  So when you start fearing them there is really a worship involved because you are saying that they have power there.  You are saying that you have to be subjugated to them.  So, I wrote this down:  Therefore there is no need to fear and thus worship these.  There is no need to fear and then worship these rulers and authorities, which would be angelic being, demons, Satan.  What you fear you attribute worth to, to one degree or another.
Listen, when you fear God you need fear no other; you need fear no other.  When you fear God you need to fear no other.
And so the Colossian heresy was that they stopped short of Jesus.  They stopped short of worshipping Jesus.

I am not going to get as far as I wanted to get but let’s try.
Therefore, Colossians chapter 2, verse 16.  All of this now in the light of all that you are in Him, he says, Therefore.  Andy I always put three dots like this…,and it means therefore.
Colossians 2:16-17
16Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day—  
17things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.  
So the first thing that he says therefore in verse 16 and 17, let no one put you under legalism.  To be under legalism is to try to please God through the Law.  What happened to the Law?  He nailed it to the cross.  He took those decrees that you had, that list of decrees that you had broken and He nailed it to the cross.  The Law that you had broken, He nailed it to the cross.  So therefore, let no one put you under legalism.
Colossians 2:18
18Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement  That would be asceticism.  We are going to go into this next week, obviously because I am about out of time. and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,  Which would be mysticism.  So you have him dealing with three things.  He says:

#1.  Don’t let anybody take you into legalism.
Why?  Because Christ took care of the Law by crucifying you with Him.  Romans 7, you died with Christ, therefore you died to the Law.  You are married to another and that is Jesus.  So, don’t let anybody put you under legalism.
Romans 7:4 
4Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 
#2.  Don’t let anybody put you under asceticism.
Asceticism is when you are saying I need to subjugate the flesh; I need to subjugate the flesh.  Self-denial, you know, beating the flesh, doing all sorts of things to it.

#3.  Don’t let anybody put you under mysticism.

Mysticism is when I come along and I say to you, “I had the most wonderful experience.  I was absolutely caught up into the heavenlies.”  And you say, “Oh, I want that experience.  That sounds so spiritual and so wonderful.”  And so I say, “This is what I did in order to get that experience.”  Or as one man is doing, he is going around because he has been praying to God.  I forget what he was praying for, but he was praying to God and God let him be caught up into the third heaven.  And he is going around, I’ve seen the advertisements.  He is going around telling what it was like when he was caught up into the third heaven.  What is he doing?  He is telling about a vision, an experience.  And people are flocking to hear about his vision and experience.  And see, when we preach, we are to preach Christ.  Not visions, not experiences.  I’m not saying whether his experience was legitimate or illegitimate.  I’m not God.  I’m not going to say.  But I am saying that we don’t preach that.  And we don’t flock after people that have these visions and have these experiences because they are not always from God.  And besides, do I need the vision?  If I am going to be truly spiritual, do I need the vision?  No, because I am complete in Him.  What I need is not a new vision.  What I need is not a beating of the flesh.  What I need is not a keeping of the Law.  But I just need a greater intimacy with Him.  A greater, deeper, knowledge of Him through the Word not any place else.  Not any place else.  Not in a tradition, not in an experience, not in other people’s books, but simply in Him.  And that is what he is sharing.
Now, I didn’t get to all the rest of this but one beautiful thing is that it flows.  There are no chapter division between here and chapter 3.  So it all flows.  So as you study 3 now, keep going back to 2 and watch what he is doing.

True spirituality, O precious one, you don’t have to look any place else but in Jesus.  It is all there.  It is all there.  The memory of all that past can be gone.  You have Christ.  Your certificate of debt has been taken care of.  Now cling to Him.  In Him you are complete.
Let’s pray:

O Father we thank You.  Hallelujah, Praise the Lord for what He has done.  We thank You Lord, we praise You Lord for who You are.
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