Ephesians  Lesson 1 Lecture  Kay   The Church: Rooted in Love, Walking in Power, The Beauty of Ephesians in the Context of Truth               Time:

Pick a book any book you want to read. Where do you open the book when you want to read?  Normally you open the start of the book to not be lost. We need to know the characters and what has gone on before.
We are going to open Ephesians. We need to start in this lesson that we are opening one of 66 books, the Bible the Word of God. This book is near the end of the 66 books.

Page 2085 in the ISB has the overview of the Bible 

Facts

· The Bible was written over a period of 1400-1600 years

· By more than 40 different people from all walks of life.

· The WORDS in this book are inspired/God Breathed. Only used once in 
2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 

2 Peter 1:20-21 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation,  21for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
· Divine design
· Not self willed to write. Wrote what God determined… the WORDS of GOD

· Old Testament - Original Hebrew/Aramaic
· New Testament - Koine Greek
Pre- Exilic books…  Before Babylonian Captivity

· Torah Pentateuch
· The LAW

· 1st Five books 

· Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers. Deuteronomy

Historical Books

· Joshua

·  Judges

· Ruth

· 1 & 2 Samuel

·  1 & 2nd Kings

·  1 & 2 Chronicles
In with those historical books before the captivity and the Diaspora- the scattering you have Prophetic books. They spoke during the time of the historical books.

Prophetic books are: and (to whom)

Obadiah (Southern kingdom)

Joel       (Southern kingdom)
Jonah    (Northern kingdom)
Amos     (Northern kingdom)
Hosea    (Northern kingdom)
Isaiah    (Northern kingdom)
Micah     (Northern kingdom)
Nahum (Southern kingdom)
Zephaniah (Southern kingdom)
Habakkuk (Southern kingdom)
Poetry and Wisdom
Job – perhaps the oldest of the books
 Psalms

Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon
1st column is the OLD TESTAMET- Pre exilic books
· The prophetic books of the Exile

· Starting 605BC with Daniel to captivity. 

Over a period of years.

Exilic books… during the Babylonian exile of Judah

Prophetic Books

Daniel   

* written in Babylon by Daniel
Ezekiel
· Captivity also

Jeremiah  

· During time of captivity /assault 

Lamentations  

· by Jeremiah- and it is the lament /cry of the disobedience and divine judgment

Post Exilic after the Babylonian exile of Judah

Historical Books
1 & 2 Chronicles – written after captivity
Ezra

Nehemiah

Esther - speak of rebuilding
Prophetic books
We saw the books of Chronicles and Kings. Cyrus makes a pronouncement that they can return.

Haggai   GET priorities straight !!!!
Haggai 1:2-5 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘This people says, “The time has not come, even the time for the house of the LORD to be rebuilt.”’”  3Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying,  4“Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses while this house lies desolate?”  5Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts, “Consider your ways! 
Zechariah-Vision to the end of Revelation
Malachi       Closes with the promise

Malachi 4:5-6 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD.  6“He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse.”
These are the days of Elijah… 
New Testament
The New Testament of the Bible was written around 70 to 110 A.D. The first four books of the New Testament (called the "Gospels ") tell the story of Jesus
Gospels (Synoptic)                                                                                                                              Matthew                                                                                                                       Mark                                                                                                          Luke                                                                                                            John 

History
  Acts 
· Paul’s Epistles
· Romans 

· 1 & 2 Corinthians 
· Galatians 

· Ephesians 

· Philippians 

· Colossians 

· 1 & 2Thessalonians 
· 1& 2 Timothy 

· Titus 

· Philemon 

· General Epistles

· Hebrews 

· James 

· 1 & 2 Peter 

· 21,2 3 John 

· Jude 

· Prophecy
· Revelation 

The Gospels are to the New Testament what the Torah is to the Old Testament
· The fullness of Time has come
·  Messiah is born

Matthew- King

Mark- Servant

Luke- the Son of Man
John 1:14 ( KJV ) 14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. John- Understand He is the Son of God/One with the Father.
This is the NT

Then the History.. the talk of the church
Ephesians is the Mystery of the church

Acts- is the History of the church

        Jesus Yeshua is the Messiah. What are they doing with this

Epistles

· Paul - a Johnny come lately.

· He was not one of the original disciples.                                 

·  He does not show up until Acts 9. 

· What has he been doing?

· Persecuting the church

· He was at the stoning of Stephen


Acts 6:15-And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the Council saw his face like the face of an angel. 
Acts 7:1-7:60 The high priest said, “Are these things so?”2And he said, “Hear me, brethren and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,  3and said to him, ‘Leave your country and your relatives, and come into the land that I will show you.’  4“Then he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. From there, after his father died, God had him move to this country in which you are now living.  5“But He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground, and yet, even when he had no child, He promised that He would give it to him as a possession, and to his descendants after him.  6“But God spoke to this effect, that his descendants would be aliens in a foreign land, and that they would be enslaved and mistreated for four hundred years.  7“‘And whatever nation to which they will be in bondage I Myself will judge,’ said God, ‘And after that they will come out and £serve Me in this place.’  8“And He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.9“The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt. Yet God was with him,  10and rescued him from all his afflictions, and granted him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he made him governor over Egypt and all his household.11“Now a famine came over all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction with it, and our fathers could find no food.  12“But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our fathers there the first time.  13“On the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family was disclosed to Pharaoh.  14“Then Joseph sent word and invited Jacob his father and all his relatives to come to him, seventy-five persons in all.  15“And Jacob went down to Egypt and there he and our fathers died.  16“From there they were removed to Shechem and laid in the tomb which Abraham had purchased for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.
17“But as the time of the promise was approaching which God had assured to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt,  18until there arose another king over Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph.  19“It was he who took shrewd advantage of our race and mistreated our fathers so that they would expose their infants and they would not survive.  20“It was at this time that Moses was born; and he was lovely in the sight of God, and he was nurtured three months in his father’s home.  21“And after he had been set outside, Pharaoh’s daughter took him away and nurtured him as her own son.  22“Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, and he was a man of power in words and deeds.  23“But when he was approaching the age of forty, it entered his mind to visit his brethren, the sons of Israel.  24“And when he saw one of them being treated unjustly, he defended him and took vengeance for the oppressed by striking down the Egyptian.  25“And he supposed that his brethren understood that God was granting them deliverance through him, but they did not understand.  26“On the following day he appeared to them as they were fighting together, and he tried to reconcile them in peace, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren, why do you injure one another?’  27“But the one who was injuring his neighbor pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and judge over us?  28‘You do not mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday, do you?’  29“At this remark, Moses fled and became an alien in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two sons.30“After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning thorn bush.  31“When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he approached to look more closely, there came the voice of the Lord:  32‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.’ Moses shook with fear and would not venture to look.  33“But the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.  34‘I have certainly seen the oppression of My people in Egypt and have heard their groans, and I have come down to rescue them; come now, and I will send you to Egypt.’35“This Moses whom they disowned, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ is the one whom God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of the angel who appeared to him in the thorn bush.  36“This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years.  37“This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brethren.’  38“This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to him on Mount Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received living oracles to pass on to you.  39“Our fathers were unwilling to be obedient to him, but repudiated him and in their hearts turned back to Egypt,  40Saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us; for this Moses who led us out of the land of Egypt—we do not know what happened to him.’  41“At that time they made a calf and brought a sacrifice to the idol, and were rejoicing in the works of their hands.  42“But God turned away and delivered them up to serve the host of heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, ‘It was not to Me that you offered victims and sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, was it, O house of Israel?  43‘You also took along the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of the god Rompha, the images which you made to worship. I also will remove you beyond Babylon.’44“Our fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as He who spoke to Moses directed him to make it according to the pattern which he had seen.  45“And having received it in their turn, our fathers brought it in with Joshua upon dispossessing the nations whom God drove out before our fathers, until the time of David.  46“David found favor in £God’s sight, and asked that he might find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.  47“But it was Solomon who built a house for Him.  48“However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says:
49    ‘Heaven is My throne, And earth is the footstool of My feet;  What kind of house will you build for Me?’ says the Lord, ‘Or what place is there for My repose?
50    ‘Was it not My hand which made all these things?’
51“You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did.  52“Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become;  53you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.”54Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at him.  55But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God;  56and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”  57But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him with one impulse.  58When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  59They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”  60Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep.
Saul becomes Paul………Acts 9:1-18  Paul’s conversion on the Damascus Road.


Acts 9:1-18 1Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest,  2and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  3As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him;  4and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  5And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,  6but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.”  7The men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.  8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus.  9And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”  11And the Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying,  12and he has seen £in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight.”  13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem;  14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.”  15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen £instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;  16for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”  17So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  18And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized;  

1 Corinthians 15

· Gives the Gospel

· 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  6After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;  7then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;  8and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 

Galatians 1:12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.
· He was taught by God Himself

· By Jesus

1 Corinthians 15:9-10 9For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. 

· Acts 7-9 this persecution is noted

· Paul uses the word GRACE… He knows it.

· Grace was not empty and useless.. He labored for .. more than the apostles.
WE go to the WORD to read and to study so we with the Spirit teaching … knows that Jesus’ teaches us

Paul’s epistles

Romans – constitution of our Faith

1 & 2 Corinthians Lord Give Me a Heart for You
Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians
1 & 2 Thessalonians Goes with Revelation
1& 2 Timothy 2 Timothy the final epistle of Paul
Titus

Philemon

This is the NEW Testament
The gospels and Acts then the Paul epistles and Paul also wrote the largest amount of the General Epistles.

General Epistles are:

   Hebrews

   James

   1 & 2 Peter

   1,2,& 3 John

   Jude

Prophecy

   Revelation
· This is more of an OT book 

· It quotes many OT things

Ephesians ……..in NT…………

HOW does Ephesians fit?
Genesis 1

· Genesis 1:1-5 1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2The earth was £formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was £moving over the surface of the waters.  3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
4God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  5God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.

Ephesians is before Creation………


Ephesians 1:3-4 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4just as He(GOD) chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love

· Spirit of God hovers over the face of the earth

· Over Matter
· Same Spirit as in Ephesians

Ephesians 1:13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
· Genesis Pre-exilic in the Torah same Spirit

CREATION of MAN
Genesis 1:26-27Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  27God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 
Ephesians 5:22-33  Female/male/ Man woman/husband wife talked about.

Ephesians 5:22-33 22Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  23For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.  24But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 

25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  26so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  27that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  28So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself;  29for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,  30because we are members of His body.  31For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.  32This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.  33Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.
· God created us

· He explains… 

· Sandra/from Judea –Orthodox Jewish -In Hebrew  female- almost contradictory as helper/in contrast to Him.. counterpart. Comes out in Ephesians.
Adam detailed as creation
Genesis 2:7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 
Genesis 2:18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper £suitable for him.” 

Genesis 2:21-25 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place.  22The LORD God £fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.  23The man said, 

    “This is now bone of my bones,
    And flesh of my flesh;
    She shall be called Woman,
    Because she was taken out of Man.”
24For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  25And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

Ephesians 5:22-23  22Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  23For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 
· Relationship of husband and wife

· He quotes Genesis 2:21-25 see above

Ephesians 5:31-32 (For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.  32This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 
· We will study mysteries

· The book at the end tying back to the beginning of the Book of books

· We hold into our hands the VERY closest of the WORDS of God man recorded

Psa 119:102   I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, For You Yourself have taught me.
· That will happen in this course

· We get the WORD directly from God via the resident tutor the Spirit that was hovering
Genesis 2- Marriage was instituted

Genesis 3- a Dark Day for the Serpent enters the garden

Genesis 3:1-6 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?”  2The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat;  3but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’”  4The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die!  5“For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  6When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 
· Eve Listens to the serpent not God
· Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 
· Sin enters the world 
· God taught but she did no believe what God said. 
· She listens to the lie. 
· She is now under the power of Satan
Ephesians 1- 6 teaches…
· Ephesians 1 – Your deliverance from the serpent of old the devil and all his minions.              

· It will show you how you  walk as a child of God
· Where you are seated

· H0w to stand firm against the devil
Genesis 6-7-8- These  show the destruction of the WORLD by GOD by the flood
· Katrina could not flood more due to covenant

· Genesis 9:8-17  8Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying,  9“Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you, and with your descendants after you;  10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you; of all that comes out of the ark, even every beast of the earth.  11“I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth.”  12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all successive generations;  13I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth.  14“It shall come about, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow will be seen in the cloud,  15and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh.  16“When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”  17And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
· August  29.2005 Katrina and the Gulf states…..

·  Like the days of Noah

· All is gone.
· Warning was there.. not attended to by most

· Matthew 24:38-39 38“For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  39and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
Nations… Shem, Ham,& Japheth
· Now there is a creation of a very separate nation/people

· Abram is in Ur of the Chaldeas.. ancient Babylon.
· Present day Iraq

· They are going to rebuild Babylon that Sad am did start and was taken down. This entity will come up again in Revelation

Genesis 

· Israel is not a Spiritual entity

· Israel is a national entity

· Genesis 12:1-3 1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s house,  To the land which I will show you;
2    And I will make you a great nation,  And I will bless you,  And make your name great;
    And so you shall be a blessing;
3    And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse.
    And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”
Creation of a nation whom God is going to bless in a special way.
· Saved but maybe you do not know God?

· God  separates a people from the Gentiles

· All other peoples… Ephesians goes to the Gentiles

· Ephesians 3:1  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—  Gonium
· Israel /Abram
God makes a covenant with Abram Genesis 12- 15 chapters.

· Genesis 15- promise of SEED
· Genesis 15:5 5And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”   Descendants – seed 
· Galatians 3:16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 

John 8:56 “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” 
· The day of Christ
· Abraham realized when this was said that Messiah would come through Abraham

· Genesis 12 & 15- the promise of Jesus/Messiah  the Christ (Jew/Greek-for Messiah is Christ)

Christ- Messiah
John 1:1-14 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was in the beginning with God.  3All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.  4In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not £comprehend it. 

6There £came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him.  8He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.
9There was the true Light £which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.  10He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  11He came to His £own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

· In Ephesians you keep seeing ‘in Christ”

Promise of the LAND

Genesis 13 –after LOT separates from Abraham……..


Genesis 13:14-15 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward;  15for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever. 
· God is not through with Israel despite what some think

· Genesis 15:7-8  7And He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.”  8He said, “O Lord GOD, how may I know that I will possess it?” 
God cuts Covenant
· Genesis 15:9-17 9So He said to him, “Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”  10Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds.  11The birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. 12Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him.  13God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.  14“But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions.  15“As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age.  16“Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.”
17It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces.  
· Genesis 15:18-21 18On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying,  “To your descendants I have given this land,   From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:19the Kenite and the Kenizzite and the Kadmonite  20and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Rephaim  21and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Girgashite and the Jebusite
· I chose you a nation

· I promised a seed

· I promised a land
Covenant of Promise
Ephesians 2: 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
· Now this is a statement that goes way back and way forward…..
Lineage of the nation of Abraham is carefully delineated by God


Genesis 17:20-21 “As for Ishmael,(Hagar’s son)  I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make him fruitful and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation.  21“But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this season next year.” 
· Abrahamic covenant passed on

· Genesis 26:3 3“Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your descendants I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore to your father Abraham. 
·  To Jacob Genesis 28:13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants. 
Ephesians refers to the commonwealth of Israel. Ephesians 2

BONDAGE 400 years
Exodus 2:23-25 23Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God.  24So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  25God saw the sons of Israel, and God took notice of them.
· Ephesians 2 our bondage

Exodus 20-23 the LAW is established
· The OLD Covenant

· Ephesians refers to the laws and commandments written in ordinances.
· Ephesians 6:1-3 1st Commandment with a promise.
Ephesians 6:1-3 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  2Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise),  3so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.
Leviticus – A Call to holiness
· God says He is Holy

· Leviticus 11:45 For I am the LORD who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy.’”
Be ye holy as I the Lord your God am holy!” Lev 19:2
Ephesians 1:4 4just as He chose us in £Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 
· Possible in Ephesians 1-3
· How to do in Ephesians 4-6
Prophets   /ISAIAH

· Pre- exilic prophet

· Isaiah 9:6 ( NASB ) 6    For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; 
    And the government will rest on His shoulders;
    And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
PEACE

· Ephesians 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 
Then it talks of Kingdom Isaiah 66
Isaiah 66:12-13 (   For thus says the LORD, “Behold, I extend peace to her like a river, 
    And the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream;  And you will be nursed, you will be carried on the hip and fondled on the knees.
13 “As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; And you will be comforted in Jerusalem.”      Her= Israel
Kingdom Ezekiel 37:24-28  Rules from Jerusalem


Ezekiel 37:24-28  24“My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd; and they will walk in My ordinances and keep My statutes and observe them.  25“They will live on the land that I gave to Jacob My servant, in which your fathers lived; and they will live on it, they, and their sons and their sons’ sons, forever; and David My servant will be their prince forever.  26“I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will place them and multiply them, and will set My sanctuary in their midst forever.  27“My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people.  28“And the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst forever.”’”

Ephesians 1:10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him 
Promises of OT and the Ephesians sums up all things in Christ when He takes His throne.

Jeremiah 31 tells of the NEW COVENANT
Jeremiah 31:31 31“Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  
Jeremiah 31:33-34 33“But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  34“They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

Ezekiel 36:26-27 26“Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27“I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 
Ephesians 2- the NEW covenant

·  Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
· Forgiveness of sins
Isaiah 14- the ultimate destruction of the Evil one. The personage of the Evil one.
Ephesians 6- the end of that book 
Ephesians 6:10-11 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  11Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 
· Isaiah speaks of the ultimate destruction

· Ephesians tells us how to stand firm until that time comes
· WE can stand because of where we are seated

Ephesians the book we are about to study teaches us where we are seated

· How  to sit

· How to walk

· How to stand firm

· So that: you beloved might walk in a manner  worthy of the calling with which you  are called . Walk and be all that God has ordained for what you are to be.
SEE how this book is part of progressive revelation.

We are going to learn so much.
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